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An  effort  has  been  made  in  the  following:  pAg^s  to 
collect  as  many  facts  as  possible  regarding  the  rise  of 
medical  science  in  this  coimtry.  But  few  data  are  ac- 
cessible on  the  subject,  but  I  trust  that  this  book  may 
have  the  cflfect  of  stimulating  others  to  work  in  the 
same  direction.  Although,  there  liave  been  many  books 
and  essays  pnblished  regarding  the  local  merlical  his- 
tory of  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  I  know 
of  no  other  effort  in  ihc  direction  of  a  general  history 
of  early  medicine.  The  work  has  occupied  many  years, 
and  has  been  truly  a  labor  of  love  to  the  author,  who 
hopes  it  may  possess  a  corresponding  interest  to  others. 
It  should  be  regarded  rather  as  a  series  of  essays  and 
compilations,  than  in  tlie  light  of  a  continuous  histori- 
cal work. 

1  have  received  help  in  my  work  from  too  many 
sources  to  admit  of  complete  acknowledgment  in  the 
present  place.  I  desire,  however,  to  express  my  thanks 
to  Mr.  C.  C.  Febiger  for  the  most  kindly  and  practical 
advice  in  its  preparation:  to  Dr.  T.  G.  Morton. 
Mr.  D.  D.  Test,  and  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital,  for  their  liberality  in  permitting 
me  to  make  free  use  of  the  plates  used  in  the  history 
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of  that  institution ;  and  to  the  editors  of  the  Phiiadelphia 
Medical  Journal,  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  and  the  Carolina  Medical  Journal,  for  per- 
mission to  reprint  matter  which  had  appeared  in  their 
columns.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Dr.  William  F. 
Norris,  of  Philadelphia,  who  kindly  permitted  me  to 
reproduce  the  pictures  of  Dr.  Chovet  and  Dr.  Morgan 
which  are  contained  in  the  "  Early  History  of  Medicine 
in  Philadelphia,"  and  to  Dr.  Eugene  F.  Cordell,  of 
Baltimore,  who  allowed  me  to  reproduce  the  picture  of 
Dr.  Frederick  Wiesenthal  which  accompanied  his  ac- 
count of  that  anatomist  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital 
Bulletin. 

Francis  Randolph  Packard, 
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CHAPTER   I. 

MEDICAL  EVENTS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  EARLY  HISTORY 
OF  THE  ENGLISH   COLONIES  IN  AMERICA. 

In  the  records  of  the  settlement  of  this  country  we 
find  but  few  inslances  in  which  the  expedition  was  ac- 
companied by  a  regtilariy  appointed  physician  or  surgeon. 

The  Court  of  Assistants  in  London  on  March  5,  1682, 
made  the  following  appointments:' 

"  A  Proposicon  beeingc  made  to  lotertayne  a  surgeon  for  [the] 
pkntacQii  Mr.  Fraci  was  ppouxidcd  as  an  abclt  man  v-pfon]  theis 
Condicons  Namelcy  That  4o!b  should  bee  allowed  htm  viz  for  his 
Chest  251  the  Rest  [for)  bis  owne  sallcry  for  the  first  yeere  prouidcd 
yt  he  [continue]  J  yecres  Ihc  Comp.  to  bee  at  Charge  of  transport- 
ing his  wifTe  &  a  cti[ildl  have  20'  a  yecre  for  the  other  2  yeeres  & 
to  build  him  a  ho|use  at]  the  Cotnp  Chard^  &  to  altott  him  too 
acrs  of  ground  but  if  he  stay  but  one  yeere  then  the  comp  to  bee 
at  Chardge  of  his  bringing  back  for  England  &  he  to  Leauc  his 
snj[ant|  and  the  Chist  for  Ihc  Comji  service." 

"  Agreed  wth  Robert  Morly  sruant  to  Mr,  Andrew  Matthewcs 
late  barber  surgeon  to  srvc  the  Comp.  in  Newe  England  for  three 
y[ears!]  the  first  yccrc  to  have  20  nobles  the  seconil  yeere  (30)  and 
the  third  30  markes,  to  serve  as  a  barber  &  a  surgeon  [on  all] 
occasyons  belonging  to  hi*  Calling  to  aney  of  this  [Company]  that 
arc  plaotcrs  or  there  servants,  and  for  his  [chest  aad]  all  ia  it 
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whereof  he  hath  geeuen  an  Inventory  .  .  .  sight  of  It  bee  approoved 

ffive  pounds  Is and  payd  to  him  ffor  it  &  the  same  to  bee  fo(rth- 

with  payd)."* 

We  know  that  Pratt  settled  in  Cambridge  and  pursued 
his  profession  there.  His  untimely  end  is  recorded  by 
Governor  Winthrop.'  It  appears  that  in  1645  he  sailed 
for  Spain  in  a  vessel  built  and  sailed  by  Thomas  Hawkins, 
of  Boston,  and  that  when  in  sight  of  the  Spanish  coast 
they  struck  a  rock,  the  vessel  sank,  and  Pratt  perished. 
Winthrop  says  of  him,  "  He  was  above  sixty  years  of 
age,  an  experienced  surgeon,  who  had  lived  in  New  Eng- 
land many  years,  and  was  of  the  first  church  at  Cam- 
bridge in  Mr.  Hooker's  time,  and  had  good  practice  and 
wanted  nothing.  But  he  had  long  been  discontented 
because  his  employment  was  not  so  profitable  to  himself 
as  he  desired,  and  it  is  like  he  feared  lest  he  should  fall 
into  want  in  his  old  age." 

In  April,  1629,  the  "Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England"  issued  a  general 
letter  addressed  to  John  Endicott,  the  leader  of  the  set- 
tlers at  Salem,  in  which  they  informed  him  that  they  had 
agreed  with  Lambert  Wilson,  chirurgeon,  that  he  should 
act  as  surgeon  to  the  settlers,  and  also  to  the  neighboring 
Indian  tribes,  for  three  years,  and  he  further  engaged 
to  give  a  medical  training  to  one  or  more  of  the  young 
men  of  the  colony. 

The  colony  at  Jamestown,  Virginia,  was  the  first  set- 
tlement permanently  established  by  the  English  in  North 
America,  having  been  first  settled  in  1607. 

Toner  *  mentions  Dr.  Thomas  Wootton  as  among  the 

'  General  Court  Records,  t.  3a. 
'  History  of  New  England. 

'Contributions  to  the  Annals  of  Medical  Progress  and  Medical 
Education  in  the  United  States,  etc. 
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first  colonists  at  Jamestown,  and  speaks  of  him  as  sur- 
gfeon-general  of  the  colony,  lie  endured  many  privations 
along  with  his  fellow-emigrants,  their  food-supplies 
giving  out  and  they  being  obliged  to  subsist  themselves 
solely  on  crabs  and  sturgeon  for  a  long  time. 

One  year  after  the  founding  of  Jamestown  Dr.  Walter 
Russel  arrived  there.  Me  accompanied  the  famous  Cap- 
tain John  Smith  on  one  of  his  numerous  voyages  of  ex- 
ploration up  tlie  various  rivers  and  bays  of  the  coast  of 
Virginia,  and  when  the  doughty  captain  sustained  some 
injuries  Dr.  Russel  attended  him.  He  also  attended  an 
Indian  chief  who  had  a  gunshot  wound  of  the  knee. 

A  certain  Dr.  Anthony  Bagnall  was  surgeon  to  the 
fort  at  Jamestown  in  1608  and  accompanied  Captain 
Smitli  on  a  voyage  from  Jamestown  to  Nausamond, 
which  is  now  the  city  of  Norfolk.  Once,  while  making 
a  professional  call.  Dr.  Bagnail  was  shot  at  by  an  Indian, 
the  arrow  passing  through  his  hat,  but  fortunately  not 
injuring  him. 

None  of  these  physicians  .stayed  long  in  the  colony, 
however,  for  in  1609  Captain  Smith  was  injured  by  the 
explosion  of  some  gunpowder,  and  was  obliged  to  return 
to  England  for  surgical  treatment,  "  For  there  was 
neither  chirurgeon  nor  chirurgery  at  the  fort." 

Dr.  Lawrence  Bohun  studied  medicine  in  the  Low 
Countries  and  afterwards  went  to  Virginia,  arriving  there 
in  1610,  and  was  physician-general  of  the  colony  in  161 1. 
When  Lord  Delaware  was  obliged  to  leave  Virginia  and 
go  to  the  West  Indies  for  his  health,  in  Mardi,  i6u. 
Dr.  Bohun  accompanied  him  in  a  professional  capacity. 
The  doctor  was  killed  in  a  fight  with  a  Spanish  war- 
ship. 

After  his  death  Dr.  John  Pot,  who  was  subsequently 
made  governor  of  the  colony  for  a  short  time  in  1628, 
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was  appointed   physician-general,   having  been   recom- 
mended for  that  position  by  Dr.  Gulstone,'* 

There  is  mention  in  the  earty  annals  of  New  York  of 
several  medical  men  who  accompanied  sliips  in  the  offi- 
cial capacity  of  surgeons,  but  whether  they  were  settled 
in  the  colony  in  the  same  capacity  is  doubtful.  Thus, 
Hermain  Myndcrts  Van  de  Bogaerdet  came  out  as  a 
surgeon  of  the  ship  "  Endragh,"  in  1631,  and  William 
Deeping  was  surgeon  to  the  ship  "  WiUiam,"  of  London, 
which  was  engaged  in  trading  in  the  Hudson  River  in 

Toner  *  quotes  from  the  charter  given  the  Dutch  West 
India  Company  by  the  States-General  the  following: 

"  The  patroons  and  colonists  shall,  in  particular,  and  in  the 
speediest  nunner,  endeavor  to  &nd  ways  and  means  whereby  ther 
may  support  a  mintsier,  and  a  schoolmaster,  that  thus  the  service 
of  God  and  zeal  for  religion  may  not  grow  cool  and  be  neglected 
among  them,  and  that  they  do  for  the  first  procure  a  comforter 
for  the  lick," 

Likewise  he  quotes  from  a  law  submitted  by  the  Direc- 
tors in  1738  the  following  section,  which  provides 

"For  the  ttuintenance  of  preachers,  comforters  of  the  licfc, 
sdioolmaBtcrs,  and  similar  necessary  officers,  each  householder  and 
Inbabiunt  shall  bear  such  coatributions  and  public  charge  as  shall 
liereafter  be  considered  proper." 

In  Pennsylvania  the  earliest  settlements  were  made  by 
the  Swedes  and  Dutch.  In  163S,  Jan  Peterson,  of  Alfen- 
dolft,  was  "  barber"  to  one  of  the  colonies  of  Swedes  on 
the  Delaware,  his  salary  being  ten  guilders  a  month. 

The  years   1642,   1O57,  and   1658  were  very  sickly. 

*AI1  these  facts  about  the  earliest  physician<i  in  Virginia  are 
derived  by  Toner  from  Stith's  "  History  of  Virginia"  and  the 
"  Hiatory  of  the  Virginia  Company  of  London," 

•Loc  cit. 
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Norris'  quotes  the  following  from  a  letter  written  in 
1658  by  Alricks,  the  Director  of  the  Colony  of  New 
Amstel  (Newcastle)  on  the  Delaware: 

"Our  barber  surgeon  died,  and  another  well  acquainted  with  hii 
profession  is  very  sick." 

In  1650  the  governor  was  notified  that  the  company 
"  arc  much  in  want  of  a  surgeon/'  and  Peter  Tyneman 
wishes  the  position.  In  1657  one  Jan  Costing  was  sur- 
geon at  New  Amstcl. 

The  following  letter,  written  October  ro,  1658,  is  re- 
printed by  Henry,*  and  gives  us  a  little  insight  into  some 
of  the  medical  affairs  of  the  time.  It  is  from  one  of  the 
Dutch  colonists,  William  van  Raenberg,  who  came  over 
as  surgeon,  and  puts  forth  sundry  claims  against  people 
whom  he  attended  on  the  passage,  inasmuch  as  his  wages 
did  not  run  at  that  time  and  on  the  voyage,  and  he  used 
his  own  provisions. 

"  There  were  oa  board  the  ship  considerable  sickness,  accidents 
and  hardships  in  consccjucnce  of  a  tedious  voyage.  One  hundred 
souls  required  a  hogshead  or  two  of  French  wine  and  one  of 
brandy,  and  a  tuh  of  prunes  had  alao  to  be  fumishe.1  for  refresh- 
ment and  comfort  to  those  sick  of  scurvy  and  suffering  from 
other  troubles,  thro"  the  protracted  voyage;  for,  from  want  thereof 
the  people  became  so  low  that  death  followed,  which  is  a  pretty 
serious  matter.  Here,  on  F.hore.  ]  see  clearly  that  the  poor,  weak. 
sick  or  indigent,  sometimes  have  need  necessarily  of  this  or  that 
to  support  them,  which  one  cannot  easily,  or  will  not,  refuse ;  though 
it  be  sometimes  but  a  spoonful,  frequently  repeated,  it  amounts 
to  more  tlian  is  supposed.  The  barber  also  speaks  of  a  house 
which  Master  Jan  occupied  being  too  small  for  him;  he  bath  a 
wife,  servant  and  chi3d  or  children  also.  If  he  hire,  as  he  says, 
at  the  expense  of  the  city,  he  shall  be  obliged  to  show  a  paper  to 
that  efFect." 


*  Early  History  of  Medicine  in  Philadelphia. 
'  History  of  Medicine  in  Philadelphia. 


Norris  "  mentions  John  Goodson,  "  Chirurgwn  to  the 
Society  of  Free  Traders,"  as  probabJy  the  first  practising 
physician  in  Pennsylvania.  Norris  says  nothing  is 
known  of  him  save  his  removal  to  Philadelphia  from 
Upland  after  short  residence  iti  the  latter  place,  and  that 
he  came  from  London  and  was  a  man  of  msrit.  He  came 
to  Pennsylvania  shortly  before  the  arrival  of  William 
Penn. 

I  have  gathered  together  as  mitch  information  as  I 
could  regarding  those  who  practised  medicine  in  the  in- 
fancy of  the  several  colonies.  There  is  not  in  reality 
much  available,  but  it  is  of  great  interest,  as  those  men 
laid  the  seed  of  future  medical  progress  in  this  country, 
and  many  of  them  seem  to  have  been  possessed  of  much 
ability  and  medical  learning,  such  as  it  was  in  their  day. 
In  Massachusetts  especially  we  find  many  colonists  who 
used  their  "  skill  in  physick"  for  the  benefit  of  their  fel- 
lows. Let  us  begin,  then,  with  that  colony,  and,  after 
having  considered  the  physicians  of  its  early  days,  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  physicians  of  the  various 
other  settlements. 

The  earliest  practitioner  of  medicine  in  Massachusetts 
was  Samuel  Fuller,  who  was  among  the  passengers  on 
the  "  Mayflower"  in,  1620.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the 
church  at  Plymouth,  and  is  continually  referred  to  in  the 
ancient  records  as  the  surgeon  of  the  settlement,  although 
he  held  no  medical  diploma,  nor  was  his  position  as  such 
officially  recognized.  He  had  been  deacon  in  the  Rev 
John  Robinson's  church  in  Leyden,  and  when  he  came 
to  this  country  he  made  his  home  at  Plymouth,  but  he 
served  as  medical  adviser  to  all  the  colonies  about  that 
part  of  Massachusetts  Bay.     After  Endicott's  arrival  in 
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1628  at  Salcni  many  of  the  people  in  his  colony  were 
sick  of  the  sc«r\-)'.  and  a  number  dietl  from  lack  of  proper 
food  and  shelter.  Endicott  requested  Fuller  to  come 
over  from  PljTnouth  and  help  tlie  people  of  Charlcstown 
and  Saleni  in  their  distress,  a  request  with  which  he 
cliecrfully  complied.  His  first  visit  to  Salem  was  in  1628, 
and  he  went  there  again  in  1629,  the  occasion  of  his 
second  visit  bdng  an  outbreak  of  sickness  among  some 
recently  arrived  emigrants.  On  his  return  to  Plymouth 
Governor  Endicott  addressed  a  letter  to  Governor  Brad- 
ford on  May  ir,  1629,  in  which  he  says, — 

"  I  acknowledge  myself  much  bound  to  you  for  your  kind  love 
and  care  in  ^en<]in|{  Mr.  Fuller  anioiiR  u»,  and  rejnice  much  that 
1  am  by  htm  satisfied  touching  your  judgements  of  the  outward 
form  of  Cod's  worsliip.  It  is  a$  far  a:^  I  can  spuhtr,  no  other  than 
is  warranted  by  the  evidence  of  truth,  and  the  same  which  I  have 
professed  and  maintained  ever  since  the  Lord  in  mercy  revealed 
himself  tmto  me,  being  far  from  the  common  report  that  liasi  been 
spread  of  you  touching  that  particular."" 

From  which  it  would  appear  that  the  good  deacon  had 
exercised  spiritual  as  well  as  physical  healing  skill  to 
bring  about  a  imion  between  these  two  great  leaders  of 
the  Puritans. 

Ill  a  letter  to  Governor  Bradford,  written  June  28. 
1630,  Fuller  says,  "I  have  been  to  Matapan  [Dorches- 
ter], and  let  some  twenty  of  those  people  blood,"  Old 
Thacher  quotes  this  and  adds.  '*  What  disease  prevailed 
among  those  people  that  required  the  loss  of  blood  in 
the  warm  season  of  June,  we  are  unable  to  determine." 

Thacher  says  of  Fuller,  "  In  his  medical  character, 
and  for  his  Christian  virtues  and  unfeigned  piety.  Dr. 
Fuller  was  held  in  the  highest  estimation  and  was  re- 
sorted to  as  a  father  and  wise  counsellor  during  the 
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perils  of  the  day.  He  was  one  of  several  heads  of  fami- 
lies who  died  of  a  fever  which  prevailed  in  Pl>Tnouth  in 
the  summer  of  1633,  and  was  most  deeply  lamented  by  all 
the  colonists." 

His  wife  was  held  in  great  esteem  as  a  midwife. 

In  Mowrt's  "  Relation"  there  are  several  instances  of 
Fuller's  professional  services  to  their  Indian  neighbors 
as  well  as  to  the  colonists  themselves.  When  the  English 
sent  out  an  expedition  against  the  Indian  chief  Cor- 
bitant  to  avenge  the  supposed  death  of  Tisquantum,  their 
interpreter,  they  brought  back  two  Indians  whom  they 
had  wounded  to  the  settlement,  where  Fuller  dressed  their 
injuries.  He  also  attended  the  sick  of  Thomas  Weston's 
colony  at  Wcssagussct  (Weymouth),  although  the  set- 
tlers at  that  place  had  behaved  in  a  most  unnetghborly 
manner  towards  those  at  Plymouth. 

In  February,  1862,  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  com- 
municated to  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  a 
paper  on  a  manuscript  found  in  the  collection  of  Win- 
tlirop  Papers  which  contained  a  list  of  recipes  by  one 
Dr.  Ed.  Stafford,  of  London,  given  to  Governor  Win- 
throp  for  the  benefit  of  his  colony  in  America. 

Dr.  Holmes  thought  that  they  had  been  written  by 
Dr.  Stafford  in  resp<jnsc  to  a  request  by  Governor  Win- 
throp  for  instructions  as  to  what  to  do  for  the  commoner 
ills  of  the  flesh  that  the  colonists  might  fall  heir  to.  The 
paper  was  sent  over  in  1643,  when  Winthrop  had  been 
in  America  about  thirteen  years.  Nothing  whatever  is 
known  concerning  Dr.  F.d.  Stafford  except  what  may  be 
gathered  from  this  manuscript.  Dr.  Holmes  described 
the  document  as  follows: 

"  The  manuscript  consists  o£  3  sbeeta  of  coarse  paper,  about  fi  by 
7  inches  in  size.  A  little  more  than  8  pages  and  a  half  are  written 
over,  and  it  is  inscribed  on  the  hack, 
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"For  my  worthy  friend  Mr.  Winthrop.' 

A  different  and  prnhably  a  Inter  hand  has  also  written  on  the  back, 

'  Receipts  to  cure  variou*  Disorders.' 

The  seventh  page  is  not  in  the  same  handwriting  as  the  re5t  The 
margins  are  ruled  as  if  with  lead  pencil.  The  luindwriting  with 
the  exception  of  the  seventh  page  is  very  neat,  small,  but  perfectly 

legible." 

Gerard's  Herbal  is  the  only  work  quoted  by  Dr.  Staf- 
ford; he  spells  the  name  <7(*rrt>. 

The  Manuscript. 

"PDR    UY    WORXUy    rtaJLKD   UK.    WINTUSOP. 

"l.  For  Madnessc i-^Take  ye  herhe  Hypericon  (  ;  in  English  St. 
John's  Wort)  and  boile  it  in  water  or  drink,  untill  it  be  strong  of 
it.  and  redd  in  colour;  or  else,  putt  a  bundle  of  it  in  new  drtnke 
to  Workc,  and  give  it  ye  patient  to  drinke,  permitting  him  to 
drinke  nothing  else.  First  purge  liim  well  with  2  or  3  seeds  (  ;or 
more,  according  to  ye  strengtii  of  the  partic;)  of  spurge 

"Let  them  nol  eat  much,  but  kecpe  dyct,  and  you  shall  sec 
Wondrous  effects  in  fewc  days.  1  have  knownc  it  to  cure  per- 
fectly to  admiration  in  live  days. 

"2.  For  ye  Falling  sicknessc  Purge  first  with  ye  extract  of 
HellcboTc  (;  black  hellebore  I  nicane:)  and  instead  of  St.  John's 
Won,  use  pentaphyllon,  (or  meadow  Cinqucfoile;)  Use  it  as  above 
is  said  of  St.  John's  Wort,  and  Cod  Willing  he  shall  be  perfectly 
cured  in  short  or  longer  tyme.  according  as  ihc  disease  hath  taken 
root. 

"3.  For  ye  Mother — Give  ye  patient  as  much  as  will  goc  upon 
6  pens,  or  a  shilling,  each  morning,  oE  ye  powder  of  ye  grcate 
Bryonie  roote. 

"+  For  Tmplicat  or  mixt  diseases,  as  Lethirgie  or  Vertigo,  &c 
Mixc  either  two  or  more  of  these  above  said  in  ye  paticn's  drink. 

"5.  For  disease  of  ye  Bladder.— Give  ye  parlie  to  drink  (if  it 
be  an  inflammation  heat  of  Urine;)  cmulcions  made  with  barlie, 
huskt  almonds,  and  ye  4  great  cold  seeds,  if  his  drinke  hath  been 
strong  before:  but  if  small  drinke  and  water  give  him  old  Maligo 
and  Canarie,  &uch  to  drinke  Warmc  either  by  itselfe  or  mixt  with 
Water;  And  applic  to  the  region  of  his  bladder,  a  poltis  nude 
with  barlie  meale.  and  ye  rootcs  or  leaves  of  Aaron;  make  In> 
jectioos  of  yc  decoction  of  Hypericon,  ye  barke  01  a  young  Oake 
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perils  of  the  day.  He  was  one  of  several  heads  of  fami- 
lies who  died  of  a  fever  which  prevailed  in  Plymouth  in 
the  summer  of  1633,  and  was  most  deeply  lamented  by  all 
the  colonists." 

His  wife  was  held  in  g^reat  esteem  as  a.  midwife. 

In  Mowrt's  "  Relation"  there  are  several  instances  of 
Fuller's  professional  sei-vices  to  their  Indian  neighbors 
as  well  as  to  the  colonists  themselves.  When  the  English 
sent  out  an  expedition  against  the  Indian  chief  Cor- 
bitant  to  avenge  the  supposed  death  of  Tisquanlum,  ih«r 
interpreter,  they  brought  back  two  Indians  whom  they 
had  wounded  to  the  settlement,  where  Fuller  dressed  their 
injuries.  lie  also  attended  the  sick  of  Thomas  Weston's 
colony  at  Wessagusset  (AVeymouth),  although  the  set- 
tlers at  that  place  had  behaved  in  a  most  unneighborly 
manner  towards  those  at  Plymouth. 

In  February,  1862,  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  com- 
municated to  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  a 
paper  on  a  manuscript  found  in  the  collection  of  Win- 
throp  Papers  which  contained  a  list  of  recipes  by  one 
Dr.  Ed.  Stafford,  of  London,  given  to  Governor  Win- 
throp  for  the  benefit  of  his  colony  in  America. 

Dr.  Holmes  thought  that  they  had  been  written  by 
Dr.  Stafford  in  response  to  a  request  by  Governor  Win- 
throp  for  instructions  as  to  what  to  do  for  the  commoner 
ills  of  the  flesh  that  the  colonists  might  fall  heir  to.  The 
paper  was  sent  over  in  1643,  when  Winthrop  had  been 
in  America  about  thirteen  years.  Nothing  wliatever  is 
known  concerning  Dr.  Ed.  StafiFord  except  what  may  be 
gathered  from  this  manuscript.  Dr.  Holmes  described 
the  document  as  follows: 


"  The  manugcript  consists  o£  3  slicets  of  coarse  paper,  about  6  by 
7  inches  in  size.  A  little  more  than  S  pages  and  &  half  ar^  written 
over,  and  it  is  inscribed  on  the  hack, 


IN   THE  UNITED   STATES. 


>9 


'For  my  worthy  friend  Mr.  Winthrop." 

A  diflFcrcitt  and  (irobably  a  later  hand  has  also  written  OD  the  bade, 

'Receipts  to  cure  various  Disorders.' 

The  seventh  page  is  not  in  the  same  handwriting  as  ihe  rest.  The 
margins  arc  ruled  as  if  witli  lead  pencil.  The  handwriting  with 
the  exception  of  the  seventh  page  ts  very  neat,  small,  but  perfectly 
legible." 

Gerard's  Herbal  is  the  only  work  quoted  by  Dr.  Staf- 
ford; he  spells  the  name  G^mf. 

The  Manuscript. 

"FDS    VY   WOKTBY    friend    MR.    WlNTSKOf. 

"l.  For  Madncssc: — Take  yc  hcrbc  Hypericon  (;  in  English  St 
John's  Wort)  and  boile  it  in  water  or  drtnk,  untill  it  be  strong  of 
it,  and  redd  in  colour;  or  else,  puit  a  bundle  of  it  in  new  drinke 
10  Worke,  and  give  it  ye  patietit  to  drinke,  permitting  him  to 
drinke  nothing  chc.  Firsi  purge  hicn  well  with  2  or  3  seeds  ( ;  or 
more,  according  to  yc  strength  of  the  partie;)  of  spurge. 

"  Lei  thciii  not  eat  mucli,  but  kccpe  dyet,  and  you  shall  see 
Wondrous  effects  in  fcwc  days.  I  have  knownc  it  to  cure  per- 
fectly to  admiralton  tn  five  days. 

■'  2.  For  ye  Falling  sicknessc  Purge  first  with  yc  extract  of 
Hellebore  (;  black  hellebore  I  mcanc;)  and  instead  of  St.  John's 
Wort,  use  penlaphyllon,  (or  meadow  Cinquefoilc;)  Use  it  as  above 
is  said  of  St.  Jolm's  Wort,  and  God  Willing  he  shall  be  perfectly 
cured  in  short  or  longer  tymc.  according  as  the  disease  hath  taken 
root. 

"3.  For  ye  Mother — Give  ye  patient  as  much  as  will  goe  upon 
6  pens,  or  a  shilling,  each  morning,  of  ye  powder  of  yc  grcate 
Bryouie  roote. 

"4.  For  Implicat  or  mixt  diseases,  as  Lethargic  or  Vertigo,  &c 
Mixe  either  two  or  n>ore  of  these  above  said  in  ye  patien's  drink, 

"S-  For  disease  of  ye  Bladder, — Give  yc  partie  to  drink  (if  it 
be  an  inflammation  heat  of  Urine:)  eraulcions  made  with  barlie. 
huf^kt  almonds,  and  ye  4  great  cold  seeds,  if  his  drinke  hath  been 
strong  before;  but  if  ^mall  drinke  and  waler,  give  him  old  Maligo 
and  Canarie.  such  to  drinke  Warmc  either  by  itselfe  or  mixt  with 
Water:  And  applic  to  the  region  of  his  bladder,  a  poltis  made 
with  barlie  meale,  and  ye  rootca  or  leaves  of  Aaron;  make  In- 
jections of  yc  decoction  of  Hypericon,  ye  barkc  of  a  young  Oakc 
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(;  the  Oatward  black  glcim  hcinK  taken  off;)  and  Uimseedc;  and 
by  G«d*s  grace  he  shall  finde  present  ease  and  curt  with  continu- 
ance. 

"6,  For  ye  stopping  of  yc  Urine,  or  ye  Stone — Give  ye  pariie  to 
drinke  of  yc  decoction  of  maidirn  liayre,  fennell  rootes,  and  parsley 
rootes.  I^t  him  drinke  great  quantities.  But  before  Ictt  him  drinlce 
3  or  3  ounces  of  yc  Oylc  of  Allmonds  newly  extracted,  or  more; 
Or  let  him  swallow  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  new  butter  made  into 
round  bullets,  and  cast  into  fairc  water  to  harden  them. 

"7.  For  ye  Bloodie  Flix :  Purge  first  with  Rhubarbc  torrificd; 
and  give  the  panic  to  drinlic  twice  a  day  a  pint  of  this  catidte 
following:  Take  a  dragmc  of  ye  be»t  Bole-ArmDniak,  a  dragmc  of 
Sanguis  dracanis;  and  dragmc  of  yc  best  terra  Segiliata  of  a 
yellow  colour  scal'cl  with  a  Castle;  Make  these  into  a  fine  powder, 
and  with  a  quart  of  red  stiptick  Wine,  the  yolks  of  halfe  a  doien 
eggs,  &  a  quaniiiic  of  sugar,  make  a  Caudle,  boyling  the  powder 
in  a  pipkin  with  the  Wine;  then  adding  yc  yolks  of  yc  eggs  beaten, 
and  lastly  yc  Sugar. 

"  If  his  gulls  have  been  fretted,  give  him  yc  Injection  for  ye 
bladder  before  mentioned,  in  a  glister;  and  if  you  please  you  may 
adde  to  it  the  powders. 

"&  For  the  yellow  Jaundisc  or  Jaunders^Boyle  a  qnart  of 
sweet  milke,  dissolve  therein  ;i»  much  bay-aalt,  or  fine  Sal-pctcr, 
as  shall  make  it  brackish  in  taste;  and  putting  Saffron  in  a  iiue 
linen  clout,  rubb  it  into  ye  Milke,  untill  ye  Milke  be  very  yellow; 
and  give  it  ye  patient  lo  drinke. 

"9.  For  paines  in  yc  Brent  or  Limmcs:  Wvare  a  Wilde  Catts 
skin  on  ye  place  grieved. 

"to.  For  a  broken  bone,  or  a  joynt  dislocated,  to  knit  them; 
Take  ye  barke  of  Elme.  or  Witch-hasRle ;  cutt  away  the  Outward 
part,  and  cutt  ye  Inward  redd  barke  smalt,  and  boylc  it  in  Water, 
till  it  be  thick  that  it  will  rope;  pound  well,  and  lay  at  it  hott. 
barke  and  all  upon  ye  Bone  or  Joynl,  and  tyc  it  on;  or  with  ye 
Mussilage  of  it,  and  bole  Armoniack  make  a  play^ter  and  lay  it  on. 

"  II.  My  Black  powder  against  ye  plague,  small  pox:  purple,  all 
sorts  of  feavcrs;  Poyson  either  by  Way  of  prevention,  or  after. 
Infection.  In  the  Monclh  of  March  take  Toadcs,  as  many  as  you 
will,  alive;  pull  ihcm  into  a  Earthen  prjK,  so  it  will  be  halfe  full; 
Cover  it  with  a  broad  lyle  or  Iron  plate;  then  ovcrwhclmc  the 
pott,  so  yt  yc  bottome  may  be  uppermost;  putt  cliarcoales  rotmd 
about  it.  and  in  the  open  ayre,  not  in  an  house,  sett  it  in  fire  and 
letl  it  burnt  out  and  extinguish  of  itself:  When  il  is  cold,  take  out 
the  loades;  and  in  an  Iron-Moricr  pound  Ihcm  very  well  and  scarce 
them — then  in  a  Crucible  calcine  them  so  againc;   pound  and  scarce 
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them  againc.  The  first  time  they  will  be  browno  powder,  the  next 
tiint:  black.  Of  this  you  may  give  a  dranmc  in  a  Vehiculum  (or 
drinkc)  Inwardly  in  any  infection  taken;  and  let  ihcm  sweat  upon 
it  in  their  bcddes;  but  lett  Ihem  not  cover  tlieir  heads;  especially 
in  the  Small  pox.  For  prevention,  half  a  Oragnic  will  ikufficc; 
moderate  the  dose  according  to  ye  strength  of  (he  partic;  for  i 
have  sett  downe  ye  in'eatest  tliat  is  needfull.  There  is  no  danser 
in  it  Let  them  neither  cate  nor  drinkc  during  their  sweat,  except 
now  and  then  a  spoonefitll  of  Warme  poMct-drinke  to  wash  their 
mouthes.  Keep  warm  and  close,  (for  a  child  of  s  years,  lo  graynes 
\»  enouKh  in  infection,  for  prevention  4  or  5  grajTics)  till  ihey  be 
perfectly  well;  and  eate  but  little  and  that  accgrding  to  rules  of 
physicke. 

"The  same  powder  ts  used  playster  wise  with  Vinegar  for  gan- 
grene, or  bite  of  anie  Venomous  beast,  taking  it  likewise.  In- 
wardly; it  is  med  Jifaewi«e  for  all  Cankers.  KtHtulaa  &  old  Ulcers 
&  Kings  Evil),  strewing  it  upon  the  sore,  and  keeping  Ihem  cleane. 

"  13.  An  other  for  old  Soarcs.  Take  St.  John's  Wort,  pound  it 
small,  and  mingle  it  with  as  much  quicklime:  powrc  on  it  rainc 
Water,  that  may  cover,  six  fingers  dccpe  in  a  broad  earthen  Vesiell, 
putt  in  to  ye  sunne,  and  stirrc  it  well  once  every  day  for  a  Moneth; 
then  filter  and  refccrve  the  waler  (or  your  uhk.  Wash  ye  soares 
with  it:    it  curcth  Wondcrfult)-. 

"  13.  For  Burning  with  Gunn  powder  or  otherwise — Take  ye 
Inner  green  Rinc  of  Elder,  in  latine  Sambticu&,  Sempervive.  and 
Mo&«e  that  growetb  on  an  old  thachi  howse  top,  of  each  alike; 
boyle  Lhcm  in  stale  (lotiLmil,  and  wallet  oyle,  to  much  as  may  cover 
them  4  fingers;  Let  all  the  (lutium)  boylc  cleane  away,  &  and 
straine  very  well;  putl  new  herbes  Jind  (Itilium)  as  Iwfnre,  boyle 
that  likewise  away,  and  straine  it  as  before  Then  lo  that  oylc 
adde  barrowcs  grc^ise  milil  it  come  lo  he  uii  Oyntment,  with  which 
ano>'nt  a  paper,  and  lay  it  to  yc  burning  anoynting  the  place  also 
with  a  feather. 

*'  14.  For  Soare  Brcsts — Take  yolkcs  of  eggs  and  honic  alike. 
beat  them  till  they  be  very  thinn;  then  with  wheat  flower  beat 
them,  till  it  be  as  Ihiek  as  honey;  spread  it  upon  flax,  and  lay  it 
upon  the  Bre*t,  defending  the  nibble  with  a  plate  of  lead  as  bigg 
as  an  h-ilfe  crowne.  and  an  hole  in  it  50  bigg  that  nibble  may  come 
out — rencwc  it  every  twelve  hourcs;  attd  this  will  brcake  and  coole 
the  Brest.  When  it  breake.-^.  tent  it  with  a  salve  of  rosen.  wax  St 
terpentine  alike  qHantitie. 

*"  15.  For  Breaking  of  any  Biles  or  great  SwelHngs:  If  that  poltis 
next  abo\-e  for  the  sore  Brest  doe  not  breake  it,  pound  fox-gk>¥«, 
and  lay  it  to  it,  and  that  will;    then  lenl  it  as  for  the  sore  BresL 
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"i6.  For  a  greene  Wound— Take  salve  of  Oown«s  Wort,  or 
Qownes  all-heal  prescribed  in  Gcrrtts  Hcrball;  or  the  Oylc  of 
Hjpericon  and  BalUam. 

"  17.  For  the  King'*  evill — Take  a  Toades  &  let  ihem  fast  3  or 
3  dayca  that  they  may  spcwe  out  their  Earth,  then  boyte  them  in 
a  pint  of  Oyle  in  .1  newc  pipkin  covered  so  long,  till  they  be 
brought  to  a  black  Coale  broken  in  pecccs — pressc  out  Ihc  Oyle 
from  the  said  Toadcs,  reserve  a  4th  part,  to  the  other  ihrce  parts 
adde  halfe  a  pound  o£  yellow  wax.  shaved  small— let  the  wax  melt 
ill  the  Oyle  in  wch.  dippe  ihc  linnen  cloalhcs.  that  they  may  be 
well  covered  ccre-cloaihcs — with  the  4th  part  of  the  Oyle  left  an- 
noynt  all  the  places  infected,  &  then  strcwe  of  my  black  powder  of 
Toadcs  (mentioned  before  for  an  Anlitlote  agaynst  the  Plague) 
upon  the  sores  or  swellings,  &  then  put  on  of  ye  Ccrectoath. 

"dressc  the  runnina  sores  once  everie  24  howres,  but  it  will 
serve  to  dressc  the  swellings  once  in  4  daycs.  Everie  4th  day 
at  furthest  give  of  ye  said  black  powder  to  the  partie  &  let  them 
swet  upon  it.  you  may  proportion  Ihc  dose  from  5  graynes  to  a 
dragnie  according  to  the  strength  &  coti^tttiition  of  ye  partie— if 
the  pardc  be  strong,  it  is  the  better  that  they  swet  everie  day  or 
everie  second  day. 

"  By  this  course  there  is  nn  douht  of  the  Cure  by  God's  assist- 
ance. 

"CAimOMS   IK    FRYSICK. 

"  I.  That  you  doe  not  let  Blood,  but  in  a  pleurjste  or  Contu- 
sion, and  that  necessitated. 

"  2.  yt  in  the  beginning  of  all  Fcavcrs,  you  fast  2  or  3  days  from 
meate  and  drinke.  except  ye  last  day,  and  ihat  so  little,  as  only  to 
sustain  Nature;    and  afterward  you  come  to  your  dyct  by  degrees. 

"3.  yt  you  purge  to  follow  Nature  and  not  to  conlrarie  her;  as 
if  the  partie  Vomit,  you  purge  by  vomit;  if  the  partie  be  loose  you 
purge  downwards;   if  the  partie  bleed  .it  yc  nose,  ye  draw  blood. 

"4,  yt  in  nit  purges  you  administer  in  long  diseases,  or  to  weake 
persons,  you  mixe  Cordials  as  Confcclis  .Mchcrmes,  etc.  And  yt 
you  purge  with  simplet*  and  not  compounds,  except  the  disease  be 
mixt. 

"the  but  purcbs. 

Rhubarbe,  or  rather  ye  tincture  of  it  for  Chollcr.  Jaltop  for 
humors,  Agarick  for  flcgme.  Extraxt  of  Scaramonic,  or  black 
Kellcbor.  for  Mclancholie. 

Puic  de  Indc  halfc  a  Kcrnell  for  mixt  humors. 

Crocus  Mctallanim  well-prq)ared   fur  mixt  humors. 

Spurge  scede  for  ye  head. 
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"THE  BBST  SDDORIPICKS. 

Jeing  simples:    Sn^ke  rootc;   Cuntra  ycrva. 
The  Best  gumms  for  drawing,— Tack amahacka  Carama.  Kcrciuau; 

BurgTindic  pitch;    These  may  be  used  simple  or  mixt  for  old 

aches  and  paines. 

"  Nota  bene  No  man  can  with  a  good  Conscience  take  a  fee  or 
a  reward  before  ye  parcie  receive  benefit  apparent;  and  then  he  is 
not  to  demand  anything,  but  what  God  shall  putt  into  tlie  head  of 
the  partie  to  give  him.  And  he  is  not  to  refuse  anything,  that 
shall  be  io  given  him,  for  it  comes  from  God, 

"A  man  is  not  to  neglect  that  partie,  to  whom  he  halli  once 
administered,  but  to  visit  him  at  least  once  a  day,  and  to  mcdie 
with  no  more  than  he  can  well  itttend.  In  so  doeing  he  shall 
discharge  a  good  Conscience  before  Tiod  &  Man, 

"These  receipts  are  all  experimented. 

(Signed)         "Ed.  STAnwBD. 

"London.    May  6th  iS^j" 

I  think  this  manuscript  possesses  a  peculiar  interest  in 
that  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  standard,  if  not  the 
only  medical  text-book  in  the  colony.  Tt  shows  also  that 
Governor  Winthrop  was  desirous  of  providing  to  the  best 
of  his  ability  for  the  physical  welfare  of  those  in  his 
charge.  It  was  not  so  uncommon  then,  as  it  is  now  in 
these  days  of  cheap  medical  advice  and  free  dispensary 
services,  for  laymen  to  assume  the  functions  of  physi- 
cians, and  a  man  having  a  store  of  prescriptions  such  as 
those  of  Dr.  Stafford  in  his  possession  would  be  regarded 
as  quite  an  oracle  in  medical  science. 

In  the  inventory  of  Governor  Wtnthrop's  estate  which 
was  filed  after  his  death  we  find  the  following  item: 

"3  sirenges  — 2  tree  pans" 

From  which  we  may  possibly  infer  that  the  governor 
thought  it  well  to  provide  a  few  instruments  to  meet 
surgical  emergencies,  although  they  may  have  simply  got 
among  his  things  in  the  course  of  years  spent  in  the  same 
house. 
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Governor  Winthrop's  son,  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  was 
famous  throughout  the  New  England  colonies  for  his 
medical  skill.  He  was  governor  of  Connecticut  and  a 
man  of  such  scientific  attainments  as  to  be  a  founder  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  Great  Britain." 

In  the  "  Massachusetts  Historical  Society's  Collec- 
tions/' fourth  series,  vol.  vii.,  are  preserved  a  number  of 
letters  written  to  him  by  various  colonists  on  medical 
matters,  some  seeking  advice,  others  returning  thanks 
for  advice  which  he  had  previously  given.  Some  of  tlicm 
arc  very  interesting  and  show  the  most  implicit  faith  in 
his  skill. 

Theophilus  Eaton  writes, — 

*■  My  wife  with  thankfuIiMjss  acknowledges  the  good  she  Kath 
found  by  following  your  dircciiom.  but  doth  much  desire  your 
prcKcnce  here,  as  soone  as  the  acason.  &  your  occasions  will  pcr- 
mitt.  both  in  refference  to  my  daughter  Hopkins,  and  my  daughter 
Hannah,  who  hath  bin  exercised  these  4  ar  5  days  with  vapours 
riling  (as  we  conceive)  out  of  her  stomach  into  her  head,  hindering 
both  her  sleepe  &  appetite  to  meate,  and  apt  to  putt  her  into  faint- 
ing 6ttfi,  wlietlier  from  winile,  or  the  mother,  or  from  what  other 
cause  I  cannot  informc." 

Daughter  Hopkins,  it  is  pleasing  to  learn  from  a  sub- 
sequent letter,  obeyed  directions: 

"Besides  other  things  yoii  left  for  her,  ih«  gth  of  this  month, 
she  tooke  the  Uni  potion  of  purging  physick,  which  I  hcare  wrought 


"it  is  a  curious  fact,  mentioned  by  Beck  in  his  "  Kislorical 
Sketch  of  the  State  of  American  Medicine  before  the  Revolution," 
that  four  American  physicians, — namely.  Dr.  Zabdicl  Boylstoo,  of 
Massachusens ;  Dr.  John  Morgan,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Dr.  John 
Mitchell,  of  Virginia;  and  Dr.  Alexander  Garden,  of  Sotith  Caro- 
lina, had  been  honored  by  election  to  the  Royal  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  and  that  ten  other  AineriL'xns  were  alxo  niemherx, — namely, 
four  of  the  Winthrop  family,  Paul  Dudley,  Levcrcit.  Thomas 
Brattle.  Cotton  Mather.  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  David  Rttten- 
home,  in  ante-Revolutionary  limes. 
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well."     "  My  daughter  Hopkins  liatll  kept  her  bed   since  she  took 
_physick.  and  my  wife  is  in  some  doubt  whether  she  should  giv* 
her  any  more  of  it  till  she  have  your  advice." 

The  following  letter  from  John  Enclicott  to  Winthrop 
gives  us  an  insight  into  some  of  the  substances  which  he 
used  in  his  practice : 

"Worlhie  Sir— I  ame  sorrie  to  hearc  of  your  affliction  in  this 
visitation  of  God;  though  you  know  that  when  he  lovech  he  chw> 
tiseth.    Let  that  comfort  you,  etc. 

"1  have  sent  you  of  all  1  have,  or  what  I  can  gett;  vit  Syrup 
of  Violetts,  Sirrup  of  Rosru.  Siiirils  of  Mint,  Spirits  of  Annis,  as 
lU  may  see  written  upon  ihe  several!  vials,  1  ha\'c  sent  you  Mrs, 
'Beggarly  her  vntDoms  home,  &  Bcitu  &tone  I  had  of  Mr.  Humfry. 
who  is  sorry  also  for  your  exercise.  I  have  sent  you  a  Be[zloar 
stone,  &  mugwart  &  organic,  if  you  should  have  need  of  it.  They 
are  t)Dth  good  in  this  case  of  your  wife,  St  also  I  liave  sent  you 
some  Galingall  root,  Mrs.  Beggarly  knows  the  v»c  of  it  If  Ihe 
fitt  of  the  mother  come  verie  violently,  as  you  write,  there  is  noth- 
ing better  to  supprcsse  the  rising  of  it  than  sneezing ;  a  little  ponder 
of  tobacco  taken  in  her  no«,  I  think  is  belter  than  Hclihore.  If 
]  knew  how  or  which  way  in  this  case  to  do  her  good,  I  would, 
with  all  my  heart,  and  would  now  have  come  lo  yuu.  but  I  aiiie 
Jtogether  vnskilfull  in  thcise  cases  of  women," 

There  are  two  amusing  letters  in  the  collection  from 
Wilham  Lcete  to  Winthrop.  The  first  details  the  eye- 
Irouble  which  afflicted  his  youngest  child.  The  second 
mentions,  what  was  then  a  very  common  practice,  the 
administration  of  powders  in  beer. 

(1)  "Our  youngest  childe,  about  9  weeks  old,  ever  since  it  was 
3  or  4  dayes  old,  hath  appeared  full  of  red  spots  or  pimples,  some- 
what like  to  measl&s,  &  seemed  allwaycs  to  be  bigg,  and  to  hang 
jcr  on  the  eybrowcs  &  tids;  but  now  of  late  the  eye  Udds  have 
■wiled  &  looked  \rry  red,  burncing  exceedingly.  &  now  nl  la*t 
they  arc  swelled  np  that  the  sight  is  viterly  closed  in,  that  he  could 
not  sec.  nor  for  iJuer^iU  daye^.  nor  yet  doth,  &  the  vetoes  of  the 
lid».  where  thoy  close,  have  a  white  scamc,  like  tie  white  heads  of 
wheale.4  wherein  i*  nialter;  it  is  somewhat  extraordinary  such  as 
none  of  our  women  can  lell  that  ihcy  have  ever  scene  the  like," 
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(3)  "GuiLPOHD  June  22,  1658. 

"  S«,  you  were  pleased  to  furnisli  my  wife  with  more  cordiall 
powders  by  John  Cruic  for  Graciana  [bis  daughtcrl  but  no  direc- 
tioos  within  or  amongst  the  papers  can  we  find;  hut  truly  one  of 
the  most  accdfut  directions  is  how  lo  make  her  willing  &  apt  to 
take  it,  for  though  it  sccmcs  very  picavint  of  itself  yet  is  she  grown 
so  marvellous  aukward  &  averse  from  takeing  it  in  beer.  Where- 
fore  I  would  entreat  yon  to  prescribe  to  vs  the  varyety  of  wayes 
in  whieh  ii  may  he  giucn  so  cffeeiually:  wee  Houht  els  it  may  doe 
much  Icssc  good,  being  giuen  by  force  only." 

There  is  also  a  letter  from  Edward  Cooke,  of  London, 
to  Wiiitlirop,  dated  July  20.  1640,  introducing  Mr.  Birde, 
who  was  desirous  of  settling  as  a  physician  to  the  colo- 
nists : 

"The  occasion  of  this  letter,  is  in  bebalfe  of  a  learned  Gentlmcn 
of  my  acquaintance,  Mr.  Birde.  who  I  i-nderstand  hath  written  to 
your  selfc  to  bee  cntcrtayTied  of  the  people  in  your  parts  as  a 
phisition,  &  well  knowingc  his  sufficiencies  in  the  practice  of  phy- 
sick,  my  request  to  you  is,  thai  you  would  bee  ple-Tsed  lo  further 
htm  in  his  desires,  which  if  you  shall  please  to  due,  I  am  assured 
you  will  not  repent  thereof;  &  I  shall  take  this  your  kindcne&s  as 
an  cspctiall  favour  to  myself." 

Indorsed  by  Wintlirop,  "  Mr.  Cooke  for  Mr.  Birde." 

John  Jossclyn,"  an  Englishman  who  came  twice  to 
this  country  and  spent  considerable  time  in  the  early  set- 
tlements of  Massachusetts,  has  left  us  some  most  interest- 
ing and  picturt^t^ue  accounts  of  aiTairs  of  interest  in  the 
early  medical  annals  of  ,'Vmerica.  He  was  a  very  keen 
obser\'er  and  studied  the  natural  products  of  the  new 
country  with  a  naturalist's  ardor.  Some  of  his  observa- 
tions on  the  medical  properties  of  plants  arc  very  quaint 
He  says  that  no  opium  is  found  in  America,  but  that 
white  hellebore  is  used  as  a  substitute. 


"  An  Account  of  Two  Voyages  to  New  England,  by  John  Jo»- 
selyn.  Gent,,  f.ondon,  1674.  Massachnsctis  Historical  Society  Col- 
lections, third  series,  vol.  liL 
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"The  English  in  New  England  take  while  Hellebore,  which  oper- 
ale<i  ft5  fftiriy  with  them  as  with  iJic  Indians,  who  steeping  of  it  in 
water  5ometimc.  give  il  to  jt>iing  lads  gathered  together  a  purpose 
to  drink,  if  it  come  up  they  force  them  to  drink  again  th<^ir  vomit, 
(which  Ihcy  save  in  a  Birchcn-dish)  till  it  staycK  willi  them,  &  he 
that  gets  the  victory  of  it  is  made  Captnin  of  the  other  lads  for 
thai  year." 

He  found  anotlier  plant,  "  called  for  want  of  a  name 
Clownes  wound  wort,  by  tlie  English,  though  it  be  not 
the  same,  that  will  heal  a  green  wound  in  24  hours,  if  a 
wise  man  have  the  ordering  of  it,"  and  he  says,  "The 
Indians  tell  of  a  Tree  that  grows  far  up  in  the  land,  that 
is  big  as  an  Oake,  that  will  cure  the  falling-sickness  infal- 
libly, wital  pan  thcrcuf  they  use,  Bark.  Wood,  leaves  or 
fruit.  I  couid  never  learn ;  they  promised  often  to  bring 
of  it  to  me,  but  did  not."  There  is  a  little  touch  of 
pathos,  1  think,  in  the  last  account,  indicating  his  disap- 
pointment at  his  failure  to  find  such  a  wonderful  tree. 

Every  smoker  will  appreciate  his  commendation  of 
tobacco : 

"The  Tcrtues  of  Tohacco  arc  th«e,  it  helps  digestion,  the  Gout, 
the  Tooth-Ach,  prevents  infection  by  scents,  it  heals  the  coltl  and 
cools  them  that  sweat,  fcedclh  the  hungry,  spent  spirits  rcstorcth, 
puigeth  the  stoiiiacti,  killetli  nits  and  lice;  ihe  juice  of  ilie  green 
leaf  hcalcth  green  wounds  although  poysoncd;  the  Syrup  for 
many  diseases,  the  smoak  for  the  Phyihisick.  cough  of  Ihe  lungs, 
distillation  of  Khcumc.  and  all  diseases  of  a  cold  and  moist  cause, 
gond  for  all  bodies  cold  and  moist  taken  vipon  an  cmptic  stomach, 
taken  upon  a  full  .stomach  it  precipitates  digeMion,  immuderately 
taken  it  dryeih  the  body;  cnilamclh  the  blood,  hurtcth  the  brain, 
weakens  Ihe  eyes  and  sinewii." 

Of  the  diseases  to  which  the  Indians  were  subject  he 
says.— 

"  The  great  pox  is  proper  to  them,  by  reason  (as  some  do  deem) 
that  they  are  Man-eaters.  ...  In  New  England  the  Indians  are 
afflicted  with  pestilent  Feavcrs,  Plague,  Black-pox.  Coniiunptioa 
of   the   Lungs,   F^Iliiig'»ickness,  Kings-evil,   and  a   Disease   tn  the 
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back,  witli  us  Empyema.  Tbclr  pliysictans  are  the  Powaws  or 
Indian  Priests  who  cure  sometimes  hy  charms  or  medicines,  but 
in  a  genera!  infection  ihcy  seldom  come  amongst  them,  therefore 
ihey  use  their  nwn  remedies  which  is  sweating,  &c.  Their  manner 
is  when  they  have  plague  or  small  pox  amongst  them  lr»  cover 
their  \Vigwa.nis  with  Bark  wj  clow  that  no  Air  can  enter  in.  lining 
them  (as  I  said  before)  within,  and  matcittg  a  great  fire  till  they 
are  in  a  top  sweat,  and  then  nm  out  in  the  Sea  or  River  and 
presently  after  they  come  into  their  Ilutts  again  they  either  recover 
or  give  up  (he  Ghort." 


Of  the  diseases  from  which  the  English  suffered,  he 
says, — 

"The  DiKea«CN  that  the  EUnglish  are  afflicted  with  arc  the  same 
that  ihcy  have  in  England,  with  Bomc  proper  to  New-England, 
griping  of  the  belly  (accompanied  with  Feaver  and  Ague)  which 
turns  to  the  bloody-fliix,  a  common  disease  in  the  Country,  which 
together  with  Che  small  pox  hath  carried  away  abundance  nf  their 
children,  for  thi&  the  common  medicines  amongst  the  poorer  sort 
are  Pills  of  Cqtton  Kwallowetl,  or  Sugar  and  Sallel-i^l  boiled 
thick  and  made  into  Pills.  Allocs  pulverized  and  taken  in  the  pap 
of  an  Apple.  I  helped  many  of  them  with  a  sweatinK  medicine 
only.  .  .  .  Also  they  are  tPoulilcd  with  a  disease  in  the  month  or 
throat  which  hath  proved  mortal  to  some  in  a  very  short  lime. 
Quinsies,  Atid  Impoiiliutnaiions  of  the  Alniondit,  with  ftreat  dis- 
tempers of  cold.  Some  of  ottr  New  England  writers  aflirm  that 
the  English  are  never  or  very  rarely  heard  to  sneeze  or  cough. 
as  ordinarily  they  do  in  England,  which  is  not  true.  For  a  cough 
or  .stitch  uiwn  cold,  Wormwood.  Sage.  Marygold*.  and  Crab"(- 
Claws  boiled  in  posset-drink  and  drunk  off  very  warm,  is  a  sov- 
eraign  nivdiciiie.  Pleurisies  and  Empyemas  are  frequently  there, 
both  cured  after  one  and  the  same  way;  but  lEtc  last  is  a  desperate 
disease  and  kills  many.  For  the  Pteurisic  I  have  given  Coriander- 
seed  prepared,  Carduns  seed,  and  Hartshorn  pulvcriied  with  good 
succejis,  the  dose  one  dram  in  a  aip  of  wine.  ,  .  .  The  Stone  terribly 
afflicts  many,  and  the  Gout,  and  Sciatica,  for  which  take  Onions 
roasted,  pealed  and  slampt,  then  boil  ihcm  with  Ncals-feet  oyl  and 
RhuRt  to  a  plaister  and  apply  it  to  the  hip,  Headnches  are  fre- 
quent. Palsies.  Dropsies.  Wonns,  Noli- mc- long  ere.  Cancers,  pesti- 
lent Feavers,  Scurvies,  the  body  corrupted  with  Sea-dict,  Beef  and 
Pork  tainted.  Butter  and  Cliccse  corrupted,  fish  rotten,  a  long  voy- 
age, coming  into  the  searching  ^hanmess  of  el  purer  climate,  causeth 
death  and  sickness  amongst  them.  .  .  .  Men  and  Women  keep  their 
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complexions,  but  lose  their  Teeth;  The  Women  are  pitrifalljr 
Tooth-shaken:  whether  through  the  coldoess  of  the  cliiaate.  or 
by  sweetmeats  of  which  they  have  store.  I  am  not  able  to  affinn." 

The  temptation  to  quote  Josselyn  at  length  is  very 
strong,  but  I  shall  cease,  only  adding  that  his  book  is  well 
worthy  of  perusal  by  all  Americans  interested  in  tlic 
early  affairs  of  their  country. 

Another  keen  obser\er  who  I»as  left  us  some  inter- 
esting particulars  regarding  medical  affairs  among  the 
Indians  was  John  Lawson,  who  travelled  in  the  CaroHnas 
in  1700.  He  was  surveyor-general  of  North  Carolina 
and  recorded  what  he  saw  in  a  "  History  of  North  Caro- 
hna,"  which  lie  published  in  London  in  1709.  Like  Jos- 
selyn he  is  very  quotable.  Thus  he  describes  the  manner 
in  which  the  Seneca  Indians  were  wont  to  mutilate  their 
prisoners  in  order  to  prevent  their  escape  as  follows: 

"  Tiie  Indian  that  put  us  id  our  path,  had  been  a  prisoner  among 
the  Sinn?gars  [Scnrcas)  but  had  QUtrun  them,  although  they  had 
cut  his  toes  and  half  his  teet  away,  which  is  a  practice  common 
amongst  them.  They  first  raise  the  skin,  then  cut  away  half  the 
feet,  and  so  wrap  the  skin  over  the  »l«mi>  and  make  a  present  core 
of  the  wounds.  This  commonly  disables  them  from  making  ttieir 
escape,  tliey  being  not  so  good  travellers  as  before,  and  the  im- 
pression of  their  half  feet  making  it  easy  to  trace  them." 

When  Lawson  was  among  the  Tuscaroras  be  witnessed 
the  ministrations  of  an  Indian  medicine-man  to  a  young 
woman  who  suffered  from  fits.  The  medicine-man  placed 
her  "  on  her  belly  and  made  a  small  incision  with  rattle- 
snake teeth :  then  laying  his  mouth  to  the  place  he  sucked 
out  near  a  quart  of  black  conglutinated  blood  and  scrum." 

Another  time  one  of  his  companions  became  lame  in 
one  knee.  The  chief  at  whose  place  they  were  staying, 
after  looking  at  the  injured  member,  '*  pulled  out  an  in- 
strument something  like  a  comb,  which  was  made  of 
split  reed,  with  fifteen  teeth  of  rattlesnakes,  set  at  much 
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the  same  distance  as  in  a  large  horn  comb.  With  these 
he  scratched  the  place  where  the  lameness  chiefly  lay  till 
the  blood  came,  bathing  it  both  before  and  after  incision 
with  warm  water  spurted  out  of  his  moutli;  this  done, 
he  ran  into  his  plantation  and  got  some  sassafras  root, 
which  grows  there  in  great  plenty,  dried  it  in  the  embers, 
scraped  off  the  outward  rind,  and  having  beat  it  between 
two  stones,  applied  it  to  the  part  aiHicted,  binding  it  up 
well.    Thus  in  a  day  or  two  the  patient  became  sound." 

Lawson  describes  the  methods  in  vogue  among  the 
Indian  mcdicinc-men  in  a  most  entertaining  manner : 

"  A&  soon  as  the  doctor  comes  into  the  cabin,  the  sick  person  is 
set  on  a  mat  or  skin  stark  nakt^d,  except  some  trifle  tliat  covers 
their  nakedness  when  ripe,  otherwise,  in  very  young  children,  there 
is  nothing  xbout  them.  In  this  manner  the  patient  lies  wheci  the 
conjnrcr  appears,  and  the  King  of  that  nation  comes  to  attend 
him  with  a  rattle  made  of  a  gourd  witli  peas  in  it.  This  the  King 
delivers  into  the  doctor's  hand,  whiliit  another  brings  a  bowl  of 
water  and  sets  it  down.  Then  the  doctor  begins  and  niters  some 
few  words  very  softly ;  afterwards  be  smells  of  the  patient's  navel 
aiid  belly:  and  sometimes  scarifies  htm  a  little  with  a  flint,  or  an 
instrument  made  of  rattlesnake  Icetb  for  this  purpose;  then  he 
sucks  the  patient  and  gets  out  a  mouthful  o£  blood  and  serum, 
but  scrum  chiefly,  which  perhaps  may  be  a  better  method  in  many 
cases  than  to  take  away  great  quantities  of  blood,  as  is  commonly 
practised,  which  he  spits  in  the  bowl  of  water.  Then  he  begins  to 
mutter  and  talk  apace,  and  at  last  tu  cut  capers  and  clap  his  hands 
on  his  breech  and  sides,  till  he  gets  into  a  sweat,  so  that  a  strang.;r 
would  think  that  he  was  nmning  mad.  now  and  then  suci^ing  the 
patient,  and  so  al  times  keeps  sucking  till  he  has  got  a  great  quan- 
tity of  very  ill-colored  matter  out  of  Ibe  beily,  arras,  breast,  fore- 
head, temples,  neck  and  ntoiH  parts,  still  continuing  his  grimaces 
and  antic  postures,  which  arc  not  to  be  matched  in  Bedlam.  At 
last  you  will  sec  the  doctor  all  over  of  a  dropping  sweat,  and  scarce 
able  to  utter  one  word,  having  quite  spent  himself;  then  he  will 
cease  for  awhile,  and  so  begin  again  till  he  comes  in  the  same  pitch 
of  rsving  and  seeming  madness  a^  before:  all  this  time  the  sick 
body  never  so  much  as  moves,  although  doubtlcs-t  the  lancing  and 
sucking  mitst  be  a  great  punishment  to  them,  but  they  certainly 
are  the  patientest  and  most  alcady  people  under  any  burden  that 


IN   THE   UNITED   STATES. 


3> 


I  tvtr  saw  in  my  life.  At  last  the  conjurer  makes  an  end.  and  tells 
the  patient's  friends  whether  the  patient  will  live  or  die;  and  then 
one  ih.it  wails  at  this  ctrcmony  takes  the  blu»d  »way,  which  rtrmains 
in  a  liiQip  in  the  middle  of  the  water,  and  buries  it  in  the  eraund 
in  a  place  unknuwii  iu  any  one  but  lie  that  inters  it." 

Lawson  thought  their  pro^osis  was  generally  correct 
as  to  the  outcome  of  the  case. 

Of  Uie  tlierapeutic  agencies  in  use  among  Uie  Indians 
Lawson  says, — 

"  They  cure  &cald  heads  itifaUibly,  atid  never  iniss.  Their  chief 
remedy,  35  I  have  seen  them  make  use  of,  Is  the  oil  of  acorns,  but 
from  which  sort  of  oak  I  aiii  not  ccrtaiu.  Ttiey  cure  burns  beyond 
credit  I  have  seen  a  man  burnt  in  auch  a  manner,  when  drunk, 
by  falling  into  a  tire,  that  I  did  not  think  he  could  recover;  yet 
they  cured  him  in  ten  days  so  that  he  weiit  about  1  knew  another 
blown  up  with  powder,  th:il  was  cured  to  admiration.  I  never  saw 
au  Indian  have  an  ulcer  or  foul  wound  in  my  life;  neither  is  there 
any  such  thing  to  be  found  amongT^t  them.  They  cure  the  pox  by  a 
berry  that  salivates  as  mercury  docs;  yet  they  use  sweatings  and 
dccoclions  very  much  with  it,  as  they  do  almost  on  every  occasion; 
and  when  they  arc  thoroughly  heated  lht;y  leap  into  the  river. 
They  cure  the  s[i1ecn.  which  they  arc  much  addicted  to.  by  burning 
with  a  reed.  They  lay  the  patient  on  hts  back,  so  put  a  hollow 
cane  into  the  fire,  where  they  bum  the  end  thereof  till  it  is  very 
hot,  and  on  fire  at  the  end.  Then  they  lay  a  piece  of  thin  leather 
on  the  patient"*  belly,  beiween  the  pit  of  the  stomach  and  the  navel, 
so  press  the  hot  reed  on  the  leather,  which  bums  the  patient  so  that 
you  may  ever  after  sec  the  impression  of  the  reed  where  it  was 
laid  on,  which  mark  never  goes  off  so  long  as  he  lives." 

For  toothache  they  extracted  the  tooth  by  punchinjEf  it 
out  with  a  piece  of  cane  set  agaittst  it  on  a  bit  of  leather. 

Among  other  of  Lawson's  observations  is  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  The  struma  is  not  uncommon  amongst  these  savages,  and 
another  distemper  which  is  in  some  respects  like  the  pox,  but  is 
not  attended  with  gonorrhcea.  This  not  seldom  bereave;^  them  of 
their  nose.  I  have  seen  three  or  (our  of  them  rendered  most 
miserable  spectacles  by  this  distemper.  Yet  when  ihey  have  been 
so  negligent  as  to  let  it  run  on  so  far  without  curbini;  of  it,  at 
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last  they  inak«  shift  lo  patch  UiemBclves  up,  and  live  for  many 
years  after;  and  snch  men  commonly  lurn  doctors.  I  have  known 
two  or  three  of  these  no-nose  doctors  in  great  esteem  among  these 
savages," 

One  of  the  most  interesting  events  in  the  early  medical 
annals  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  settiements  was  the 
case  of  the  Indian  chief  Massasoit,  who  was  attended  to 
by  Edward  Winslow,  subsequently  governor  of  the  colony 
at  Plymouth.  News  came  to  the  latter  place  that  Mas- 
sasoit, who  had  always  been  on  most  friendly  terms  with 
the  settlers,  was  sick  unto  death,  and  it  was  decided  that 
it  would  be  wise  for  the  colonists  to  follow  the  Indian 
custom  and  manifest  their  friendship  to  him  by  sending 
some  of  their  members  to  call  on  him  and  express  their 
sympathy.  Edward  Winslow,  John  Hamden,  and  an 
Indian  named  Hohbamock  were  deputed  for  this  purpose. 
What  followed  is  best  told  as  nearly  as  possible  in  Wins- 
low's  own  words : " 

"  When  we  came  thither  we  found  the  house  so  full  of  men  as 
we  could  scarce  get  in;  though  they  uxcd  their  best  diligence  lo 
make  way  for  us.  There  were  ihey  in  the  midst  of  their  charmi 
for  him  making  such  a  hellish  noise,  as  it  distempered  v.s  that  were 
well :  and  therefore  unlike  to  ea^-e  him  that  was  sick.  About  him 
were  six  or  eight  women,  who  chafed  his  arms,  legs,  and  thighs, 
to  keep  heal  in  him." 

Winslow  made  his  presence  known  to  him.  and  told 
him  he  had  come  to  see  if  he  could  not  restore  him  to 
health,  and  asked  permission  to  administer  to  him  some 
medicine. 

"  Which  he  desired,  And  faaTing  t  confection  of  many  comfort- 
able conserves  &c;  on  the  point  of  nay  knife  I  gave  him  some; 
which  I  could  scnrce  gel  through  his  Icelh.  When  it  was  dis- 
solved ill  his  mouth,  he  swallowed  the  juice  of  it  whereat  those 
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that  were  alfout  him  much  rcjoicird;  sajring,  He  had  not  swallowed 
anything  in  two  days  Defore.  'ITien  I  desired  to  see  his  cnouLh, 
which  was  exceedingly  furred:  and  his  tongue  swelled  in  such  a 
manner,  as  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  eat  such  meat  as  they 
had,  his  passage  (ccsophagusj  heing  stopped  up.  Then  I  washed 
liis  mouth,  and  scraped  his  tongiic;  and  got  abundance  at  corriif>- 
tion  out  of  the  Mine.  After  which  I  gave  him  some  more  of  the 
confection;  which  he  swallowed  with  more  readiness.  Then  he 
desiring  to  drink;  I  dissolved  some  of  it  in  water  and  gave  him 
thereof-  Within  half  an  hour,  this  wrought  a  great  alteration  in 
him,  in  the  eye*  of  all  ihat  liehelri  him.  Pre*ently  after,  his  sight 
began  to  come  to  him;  which  gave  hitn  and  us  good  encourage- 
ment. In  the  mean  time,  I  inquired,  how  he  sle|)t;  and  when  he 
went  to  stool  ?  They  said,  he  slept  not  in  two  days  before :  and 
had  not  had  a  stool  in  five.  Then  I  gave  him  more;  and  told  him 
of  a  mishap  we  had,  by  the  way,  in  breaking  a  bottle  of  drink; 
which  the  Governor  alM)  sent  him;  saying,  If  he  would  send  any 
of  his  men  to  Patuxel,  I  would  send  for  more  of  the  same;  also 
for  chickens  to  make  him  broth ;  and  for  other  things  which  I 
knew  were  good  for  him:  and  wonid  stay  the  return  of  the 
messenger  if  he  desired." 

This  pleased  old  Massasoit  immensely,  and  messengers 
were  immediately  despatched  to  bring  "  such  physic  as 
the  Surgeon  durst  administer  to  him." 

Winslow  made  the  sick  man  a  hroth  which  strength- 
ened him  greatly,  and  the  next  day,  feeling  himself  so 
much  improved,  Massasoit  got  Winslow  to  go  "  amongst 
those  that  were  sick  in  the  town ;  requesting  me  to  wash 
their  mouths  also,  and  give  lo  each  of  tlicm  sonw  of  the 
same  I  gave  him;  saying.  They  were  good  folk.  This 
pains  I  took  with  willingness;  though  it  were  much 
offensive  to  me,  not  being  accustomed  with  such  poison- 
ous savours." 

Massasoit,  being  a  sclf-willed  old  individual,  disobeyed 
some  of  Winslow's  instructions  in  the  matter  of  diet  and 
gorged  himself  on  a  very  rich  hroth,  as  a  consequence 
of  which  indiscretion  he  suflfcrcd  a  relapse.  However, 
Winslow  managed  to  pull  him  through,  chiefly  by  judi- 
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ciously  refraining  from  giving  him  cither  medicine  or 
focxl. 

This  cure  had  a  most  beneficial  effect  on  the  fortunes 
of  the  little  group  of  Englishmen  at  Plymouth,  because 
Massasoit  was  so  filled  with  gratitiide  at  his  recovery  that 
he  revealed  to  Winslow  the  existence  of  a  conspiracy 
among  the  Indians  to  massacre  the  English. 

Giles  Firmin.'*  who  had  been  an  apothecary  in  Sud- 
bury, England,  and  afterwards  was  one  of  the  deacons 
of  Boston  church,  was  held  in  high  esteem  as  a  physician. 
His  son,  Giles  Fimiin,  Jr.,  came  to  Massachusetts  in 
1632.  He  is  sometimes  referred  to  as  the  first  person 
who  taught  medicine  in  this  country,  but  we  have  seen 
(suffra)  that  Lambert  Wilson  had  been  engaged  for  this 
purpose  at  an  earlier  date.  He  had  received  his  education 
at  Cambridge,  which  was  the  hotbed  of  Puritanism  in 
England.  He  practised  medicine  in  this  country  in  Ips- 
wich. He  subsequently  studied  divinity  and  became  a 
clerg)*man  in  England. 

Eliot,  the  missionary  to  the  Indians,  on  September  24, 
1647,  wrote  to  Mr.  Shepliard,  a  minister  at  Cambridge, 
as  follows : 

"Our  young  Students  in  Physick  may  be  irained  up  better  than 
yet  they  bee,  who  have  onely  theoretical!  knowledge,  and  .ire  forced 
to  fall  to  practise  before  ever  they  taw  an  Anatomy  made,  or  duely 
trained  up  in  making  experiments,  for  we  never  had  but  one  Anat- 
omy in  the  CouiUrey,  wfiich  Mr.  Giles  Firmin  (now  in  England)  did 
makv  and  read  upon  very  well,  but  no  more  of  that  now."" 

A  skeleton  was  formerly  called  an  anatomy,  hence  it 
would  appear  that  demonstrations  of  the  bones  were 
made  by  Firmin. 


"Thachcr  makes  the  error,  probably  typographical,  of  calling 
him  Firmer. 

"  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Collectioos.  third  series,  vol. 
iv.  p.  57. 


IN   THE  UNITED   STATES. 


35 


On   October  27,    1647,   the   General   Court   Records 

state, — 

"Wc  conceive  it  very  necessary  yt  such  xs  studies  physiclc,  or 
chimrRery  may  have  liberty  to  reade  anotomy  &  to  anotomize  once 
in  fourc  ycarcs  sonic  malefactor  in  case  there  be  such  as  ttic  Courte 
shall  alow  of." 

William  Gag^r,  of  Boston,  is  spoken  of  by  Governor 
Winthrop  '^*  as  "  a  right  godly  man,  skillful  chimrgeon, 
and  otic  of  the  deacons  of  the  congregation."  He  died, 
greatly  lamented,  in  September,  1630. 

Of  Samuel  Bellingham  and  Henry  Saltonstall,  who 
both  graduated  at  the  first  Har\'ard  commencement  in 
1642,  and  afterwards  got  their  medical  diplomas  in  Eu- 
rope, it  is  said,  "  both  were  reputed  learned  and  skilful 
physicians."  There  was  a  physician  named  Henry  Green- 
land at  Newberry,  Massachusetts,  from  1662  to  1675. 
He  was  bum  in  1628. 

In  a  letter  of  William  Leete  to  John  Winthrop.  Jr.,  he 
says," — 

"Mr.  Eliot  himself  is  under  Mr.  Greenland's  mercuriall  ad- 
mini.Uralions  with  some  cncourjigcmcnt  in  itx  0(ierattons.  yet  the 
issue  is  all  with  God." 

In  1637  a  Dr.  John  Fisk  settled  at  Salem  as  a  clergy- 
man, and  combined  the  practice  of  medicine  with  his 
religious  ministrations. 

John  Glover  was  one  of  the  chief  men  of  Dorclwstcr, 
a  deputy  to  the  General  Court,  and  finally  one  of  the 
assistants  to  the  governor  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts. 
He  is  spoken  of  as  "  a  man  strong  for  the  truth,  a  plain. 


"*  History  of  New  England. 

"Massachusetts    Historical    Society    Collections,    fourth    series, 
vol.  vii. 
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sincere  godly  man.  and  of  good  abilities.""  In  1650 
he  went  to  Scotland  and  received  the  degree  of  M.D. 
from  the  University  of  Alwrrteen. 

Charles  Chauncy  was  born  in  England  in  1589.  He 
studied  divinity  and  medicine  at  Cambridge,  and  from 
that  University  received  the  degree  of  M.D.  He  was 
chosen  professor  of  Hebrew  at  Cambridge,  but  volun- 
tarily declined  the  position.  He  became  a  clergyman  at 
Ware  in  England,  where  he  incurred  the  displeasure  of 
Archbishop  T-aud  by  his  puritanical  proclivities.  He  gave 
up  his  parish  and  emigrated  to  America  in  1638.  In 
1654  he  was  made  president  of  Harvard  College,  which 
had  been  founded  in  the  year  that  he  came  to  this  country. 
This  position  lie  held,  performing  its  duties  with  uni- 
versal approbation,  until  1671,  when  he  resigned.  He 
died  the  same  year,  aged  eighty-three  years.  He  is  con- 
stantly spoken  of  as  being  an  eminent  physician,  though 
no  details  of  his  work  in  that  capacity  have  descended 
to  us.  He  is  said  to  have  held  the  opinion  that  there 
should  be  no  distinction  between  physic  and  divinity.'^ 
He  had  six  sons,  all  of  whom  studied  medicine,  several 
of  them,  however,  returned  to  England  to  practise. 

Dr.  Charles  Chauncy's  successor  as  president  of  Har- 
vard College  was  Dr.  Leonard  Hoar,  who  graduated  from 
Harvard  College,  receiving  the  degree  of  B.A.  in  1650. 
He  then  went  to  England  and  studied  medicine  at  Cam- 
bridge University.  He  was  made  president  of  Harvard 
in  1672.  "  The  students  were  too  much  indulged  in  their 
prejudices  against  him,  and  he  was  obliged  ta  resign, 
March  16,  1674-75."" 


"Johnson,  quoted  by  Savage  in  his  edition  of  John  Wmthrop'a 
History  of  New  England, 

"New  England  BioRraphicil  Dictionary. 

"  HulchinBon's  History  of  Massachusetts.     Foot-note  on  p.  174- 
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Matthew  Fuller,  probably  related  to  Dr.  Samuel  Fuller 
before  mentioned,  was  settled  first  at  Plymmith  in  1640, 
but  removed  to  Barnstable  in  1652.  and  died  tbere  in 
1678.  In  1673  he  was  apiKiinted  surgeon-general  of  the 
provincial  forces  raised  by  Plymouth.  In  the  inventory 
of  his  estate  occurs  the  following  iteni:  "Surgeon's 
chest  and  drugs,  £16,0.0.    Library,  f  10,0.0." 

Thomas  Starr,  who  lived  in  Yarmouth  from  1640  to 
1670,  is  called  chirurgeon  many  times  in  the  town 
records.  Comfnrt  Starr  first  practised  surgery  in  New- 
ton, afterwards  Duxbury,  and  then  in  Boston,  where  he 
died  in  1663. 

Samuel  Seabury  practised  surgery  in  Duxbury,  where 
he  died  in  1680.  The  inventory  of  his  estate  included 
"  Nicholas  Culpepper's  Practice  of  Physic,  £1.4.0. ; 
Physician's  Practice,  is.;  Latin  Herbal,  £1.10.0.;  Art 
of  Distillation,  by  John  French.  2s. ;  Surgeon's  Instru- 
ments, I2S. ;  Antimonial  Cup,  5s." 

Thomas  Little,  born  in  Marshfield,  Plymouth  County, 
graduated  from  Harvard  in  1695,  settled  at  Plymouth 
as  a  physician  about  1700,  and  died  there  in  171 2,  aged 
llnrty-eight  years.  He  was  also  a  merchant  and  lield 
several  civil  offices.  He  left  a  surgeon's  chest  valued  at 
£17.10.0.  His  son,  Thomas  Little,  Jr.,  practised  medicine 
in  Chilward  in  1726." 

Winthrup  mentions  Thomas  Oliver  as  a  physician  of 
skill  and  experience.  He  was  an  elder  of  the  Boston 
church,  and  h  mentioned  as  a  surgeon  in  [644.  Accord- 
ing to  Toner,'*  the  first  physician  of  Baintrce  (now 
Qwincy),  Massachusetts,  was  Dr.  John  Wilson,  who  died 


"  My  information  as  lo   Fuller,  Starr.  Seaburjr.  and   Utile  is 
derived  from  Thacher. 
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there  in  1627.  There  was  another  John  Wilson,  the  son 
of  the  Rev.  John  Wilson,  pastor  of  the  first  churcli  built 
in  Boston,  who  was  born  in  1621,  and  graduated  from 
Harvard  at  its  first  commencement  in  1642.  He  be- 
came a  minister  at  Medfield,  and  lived  there  as  "  pastor, 
school-master,  and  physician"  until  his  death,  Atigust  29, 
1691. 

One  New  England  clergyman  who  was  likewise  a 
practitioner  of  medicine,  Michael  Wiggles  worth,  has  left 
us  a  poetical  resume  of  the  illness  prevalent  in  the  sickly 
season  of  1662.'*  1  have  transcribed  this  eflfiision  as 
giving  an  original  picture  of  the  way  a  season  of  pesti- 
lence impressed  a  puritanical  mind,  trained  to  a  spiritual 
as  well  as  a  strictly  professional  view  of  the  cases  he  was 
called  upon  to  treat; 

"Our  healthful  daycs  are  at  an  end. 

And  5iclcnL'S!iC&  come  on 
From  yccr  lo  yccr,  bccaus  ovr  hearts 

Away   from  God  arc  gone — 
New  England,  wlicre  for  many  yeers 

You  scarcely  heard  a  cough. 
And  where  Physici-ins  had  no  work, 

Now  finds  them  work  enough. 

"  Now  colds  and  coughs,  Rhcuma  and  sorethroats. 

Do  more  &  more  abound; 
Now  Agues  »ore  St  Kcavers  strong 

In  every  place  are  found. 
How  many  houses  have  we  seen 

Last  .\uiumn.  and  Lhis  tprinn. 
Wlicrcin  ihc  heathful  were  loo  lew 

To  help  the  languishing. 


■God's  Controversy  with  New  England.  Wriitcn  in  the  time 
of  the  great  drotight.  Anno  l66j.  By  a  l-over  of  New  England's 
Prosperiiy.  Proceedings  of  the  Massaehusclts  Historical  Society. 
1871-73. 
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"  One  wavr  another  followcth. 

And  one  diseue  begins 
Before  another  ceases,  bccaus 

We  turn  not  from  our  sins — 
We  stopp  our  car  again&t  reproof. 

And  hearken  not  to  God ; 
God  stopi  his  ear  against  our  prayer, 

And  takes  not  of!  hts  rod." 


It  would  appear,  however,  that  as  late  as  1646  there 
must  have  been  a  great  dearth  of  medical  learning  in  the 
town  of  Boston,  from  the  following  curious  account 
which  Wiuthrop^*  gives  of  the  first  apiwarance  of  syphi- 
lis in  the  colonies : 

"There  fell  out  a  loaEhsome  disease  at  Boston,  which  rained  b 
scanOal  upon  the  town  and  country,  though  without  just  cause.    One 

of  the  town  ,  having  gone  cooper  in  n  ship  into        ■,  at  hu 

return  his  wife  was  infected  with  Lues  Venerea,  which  appeared 
thus;  being  delivered  of  a  cliild  and  nutliing  then  appearing,  but 
the  midwife  a  skilful  woman,  finding  the  body  sound  as  any  other, 
after  her  delivery  she  had  a  sore  breast,  whereupon  divers  neigh- 
bors resorting  to  her,  some  of  them  drew  her  brea*t,  and  others 
suffered  their  children  to  draw  her,  and  others  let  the  child  suck 
them,  (no  such  disease  being  suspected  by  any,)  by  occasion  whereof 
about  sixteen  persons,  men.  women,  and  children,  were  infected, 
whereby  ii  came  at  length  to  be  discovered  by  such  in  the  town  ju 
had  skill  in  physic  and  surgery,  but  there  was  not  any  in  the 
country  who  had  been  pradiied  in  that  cure.  But  (see  the  good 
proridence  of  God)  at  that  very  season  there  came  by  accident  a 
young  surgeon  out  of  the  West  Indies,  who  Itad  had  experience  of 
the  right  way  of  the  cure  of  that  disease.  He  took  them  in  hand 
and  through  the  Lord's  blessing  recovered  them  all  in  a  short  time. 
And  it  was  observed  that  though  many  did  eat  and  drink  and  lodge 
in  bed  with  those  who  were  infected  and  had  sores,  etc..  yet  nooe 
took  it  of  Ihem  but  by  copulation  or  cticldng.  It  was  very  doabtfol 
how  this  disease  came  at  first.  The  magistrate  examined  the  hus- 
band and  wife,  but  could  find  no  dishonesty  in  either,  nor  any  prob- 
able occasion  bow  they  sbotdd  take  it  by  any  other,  (and  the  hus- 
band was  found  free  of  it).    So  as  it  was  concluded  by  some,  that 
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the  woman  was  infected  by  the  mixture  of  many  spirits  of  men 
and  women  an  drew  iier  lirc^Kt,  (for  tEicncc  Jt  t>cganj.  Bui  this 
it  a  question  to  be  decided  by  physicians." 

The  Puritans  placed  much  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  prayer 
to  reheve  tlicir  physical  as  well  as  moral  ills,  and  I  quote 
two  anecdotes  from  Winthrop'"  which  will  serve  to  show 
that  they  helieved  their  prayers  to  have  been  directly 
answered. 

In  Ihc  year  1644  "One  of  the  deacons  of  Boston  Church,  Jacob 
ElioU.  (a  man  of  very  sincere  heart,  and  an  humble  frame  of 
spirit)  had  a  daughter  of  eight  years  of  age,  who  being  playing 
with  ulhcr  children  about  a  carl,  the  hinder  end  thereof  fell  upon 
the  child's  head  and  drove  a  piece  of  t!ie  skull  before  it  into  the 
brain,  so  as  the  brains  came  out,  and  seven  surgeons,  (some  of 
the  country,  very  experienced  men,  and  others  of  the  .«hips  which 
rode  in  the  harbour)  being  called  logclhcr  for  advice,  etc..  did 
all  conclude  ihal  it  was  the  brains  (being  about  half  a  spoonful  at 
one  time  and  more  at  other  times,)  and  there  was  no  hope  of  the 
child's  life,  except  the  piece  of  skull  could  be  drawn  out.  Bui  one 
of  the  ruling  elders  of  the  Church  an  experienced  and  skilful  sur- 
geon, liked  not  to  take  tliat  course  but  applied  only  plasters  tn  it, 
and  withal  earnest  prayers  were  made  by  the  Church  to  the  Lord 
for  it.  and  in  six  weeks  time  it  plensed  God  that  the  piece  of  skull 
conitumed.  and  so  came  forth,  and  the  child  recovered  perfectly, 
nor  did  it  lose  tiic  senses  at  any  time." 


The  second  story  is  as  follows : 

"One  Uumsiead,  a  member  of  the  church,  had  a  child  of  .ibout 
the  same  nue  (as  the  one  above  mentioned),  that  fell  from  a  gal- 
lery in  the  meeling-house  about  18  feet  high,  and  broke  the  arm 
and  shoulder,  (and  was  also  committed  to  the  Lord  in  the  prayers 
of  the  church,  with  earnest  desires  that  the  place  where  his  people 
assembled  to  his  worship  minht  not  be  defiled  with  blood.)  and 
it  pleased  the  Lord  also,  that  this  child  was  soon  perfectly  re- 
covered." 

Judge  Scwall,  in  his  Diary,  records  a  case  in  which 
prayer  seems  to  have  heen  unduly  exciting  to  the  sick  man. 

"Lot  cit 
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It  seems  it  was  customary,  when  the  patient  was  deemed 
to  be  ill  past  recovery,  for  his  friends  to  gather  and  make 
long  prayers  at  his  bedside.  The  judge,  it  would  appear, 
rather  enjoyed  such  occasions,  and  lost  no  opportunity 
to  be  present  and  lend  the  aid  of  his  prayers  to  the  unfor- 
tunate sick  man.    On  September  20,  1690,  he  writes, — 

"Mr.  Moody  and  L  went  brforc  the  others  came  to  neighbour 
Hurd  who  lay  dying,  where  a,lbO  Mr.  Alien  canie  in,  Nurse  Hurd 
told  hor  Hii»band  who  wa.<i  there  and  what  he  had  to  .<>ay;  whether 
he  desired  thcni  to  pr&y  with  him:  He  said  with  some  earne^tn«si. 
Hold  your  twiiyuc,  which  wa*  repealed  three  times  to  his  wives 
repeated  entreaties;  once  he  said  Let  me  alone  or  Be  quiet  (whether 
that  made  a  fourth  or  was  one  of  the  three  do  not  remember)  and 
My  Spirits  are  gon.  At  last  Mr.  Moody  took  him  up  pretty  roundly 
and  told  him  he  might  with  some  labour  have  given  a  pertinent 
answer.  When  we  were  ready  to  come  away  Mr,  Moody  hid  him 
put  forth  a  little  Breath  to  ask  prayer,  and  said  it  was  the  last 
time  he  had  to  &peak  to  him;  At  last  a^k'd  him,  do  you  desire 
prayer,  shall  t  pray  with  you.  He  answered,  Ay  for  Cod's  sake 
and  thftnb'd  Mr,  Moody  when  he  had  done.  His  former  carriage 
was  very  startling  and  amazing  to  us.  About  one  at  night  he  dic<L 
About  II  o'clock  I  supposed  tu  hear  neishbour  Ma&un  at  prayer 
with  him  just  as  my  wife  and  I  were  going  to  bed." 

The  judge  dabbled  a  good  deal  in  medicine,  and  writes, 
in  his  famotis  Diary,  ven,'  entertainingly  of  some  of  his 
experiences.  He  strongly  advocated  prayer  at  the  bed- 
side of  the  sufferer,  as  he  quaintly  expresses  it,  "  to  give 
him  a  lift  Heavenwards." 

Possibly  some  might  question  tlie  therapeutic  benefit 
of  a  dying  man  receiving  "  a  lift  Heavenwards." 

He  tells  us  of  a  Mr.  Brattle  he  visited,  and  who  in- 
formed the  judge  that  his  visits  were  not  welc.^me:  "  He 
plainly  told  me  that  frequent  visits  were  prejudicial  to 
him,  it  provoked  him  to  speak  more  than  his  strength 
would  bear,  would  have  me  come  seldom." 

In  times  of  much  sickness  or  when  an  epidemic  pre- 
vailed days  were  frequently  set  aside  for  fasting  and 
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prayer.'"  The  earliest  fast-day  held  for  deliverance  from 
sickness  was  kept  in  Massachusetts  July  3,  1644.  The 
record  simply  states  that  "  there  was  mucli  sickness  in 
the  land,"  hut  does  not  specify  the  nature  of  the  disease, 
or  diseases,  from  which  the  people  were  suffering. 

Winthrop='^  refers  to  the  unhealthfulness  of  the  spring 
of  1646,  and  says  there  was  a  malignant  fever  prevalent, 
"  whereof  some  died  in  five  or  six  days,  but  if  they  es- 
caped the  eighth  they  recovered,  and  divers  of  the 
churches  sought  the  Lord  by  public  hujniliation,  and  the 
Lord  was  entreated,  so  as  about  the  middle  of  the  third 
month  it  ceased." 

On  June  ]  i  the  cessation  of  this  sickness  was  recog- 
nized by  a  thanksgiving  for  this  "  Mercy  of  God  in  with- 
drawing his  afflicting  hand." 

In  1647  the  Barnstable  church  held  a  fast  on  July  22, 
because  tliere  was  "  sickness  upon  every  family  and  every- 
one in  every  family." 

In  1649  the  people  of  Plymouth  fasted  on  November 
15,  because  there  was  an  epidemic  among  the  children  of 
"  chin-congh  &  the  pockes."  Love  says  there  were  sev- 
eral other  fasts  because  of  this  epidemic,  and  that  there 
was  a  day  of  thanksgiving  for  the  cessation  of  it  on 
March  13,  1650. 

On  November  10,  1658,  Massachusetts  held  a  fast  be- 
cause of  sickness,  and  Connecticut  held  one  for  the  same 
reason  on  September  8  of  that  year. 

In  1661  Connecticut  again  was  holding  fast-days 
because  of  an  epidemic,  and  Massachusetts  did  the  same 
in  1662. 


"For  information  on  this  subject  see  "The  Fast  and  Thanks- 
giving Days  of  New  England."  by  W.  DeLoss  Love,  which  is  a, 
most  cxhaiislivc  and  interesting  work  on  the  subject. 

"History  of  New  England. 
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In  1666  most  of  the  New  England  settlements  held 
fasts  because  of  their  affliction  with  the  smallpox.  In 
1663  a  public  fast  for  relief  from  smallpox  was  held  in 
New  York. 

Love"  mentions  t!»at  00  March  13.  1658,  the  Dutch 
in  New  Netherlands  held  a  public  fast  by  prodainatMii 
because  of  "  fevers  in  some  hamlets"  and  "  a  new  and 
never  heard  01  heresie  named  Quakers."  He  says  thai 
the  sickness  continued,  and  Jn  consequence  fasts  were 
held  on  October  23.  1658.  rm  April  2  and  October  15, 
1659,  and  on  March  24,  1660. 

In  1677  and  1678  there  were  fasts  bdd  in  the  New 
England  colonies  for  relief  from  smallpox. 

Love*'  says  that  on  July  10,  1690,  a  public  fast  was 
ordered  by  the  (ieneral  Court  of  Massachusetts  '*  in  re- 
gard of  ye  troubla  yt  weer  upon  us  and  ye  wars  with 
French  &  Indians  and  ye  sickncs  yt  weer  amongst  us  as 
ye  feaver  and  small-pox." 

During  the  seventeenth  century  we  fmd  practically  no 
facts  of  medical  interest  in  the  history  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. For  medical  Icaming  the  seems  to  have  relied 
largely  upon  Iter  mata  agonies,  though  doubtless  there 
were  medical  practitioners  within  her  borders.  Coo- 
necticut,  as  has  been  mentioned,  had  a  man  of  great 
medical  fame  as  her  first  govcrtior,  John  Winthrc^,  Jr. 
While  ser\-ing  as  the  colony's  agent  in  London  he  took 
an  active  interest  in  the  founding  of  tlie  Ruyal  Society, 
and  in  the  New  Eagtand  a>lofiics  he  was  in  constant  de- 
mand for  his  medical  skill.  IJis  death  occurred  in  1661 
at  a  ripe  old  age.  Phineas  Fitkc  was  bom  in  Milford, 
Connecticut,  but  in  adult  life  practised  medicine  at  Had- 


"  Fut  sod  Thankaflivbif  Diyi  la  New  Eofland. 
•tot  dt 
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dam  until  his  death  in  1738.  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
years.  He  graduated  from  Yale  in  1704.  and  was  a 
clergjTnan  as  well  as  a  physician.  Fiske  was  especially 
esteemed  for  his  success  In  the  treatment  of  cfrilepsy  and 
insanity.  His  son-in-law,  Dr.  Moses  Bartlett,  was  a 
distinguished  physician  of  Portland,  Connecticut,  where 
be  practised  for  over  thirty  years  previous  to  his  death  in 
1766.  He  was  also  a  clergyman,  having  studied  botli 
theology  and  medicine  under  his  father-in-law.  Rhode 
Island  is  entitled  to  a  pre-eminent  iK^sition  out  of  all  rela- 
tion to  its  size  in  early  metlical  annals.  One  of  its 
founders  was  Dr.  John  Clark,  a  London  physician,  who 
had  ori^nally  settled  in  R<»stoii  but  had  been  banished 
with  Rc^cr  Williams.  He  was  iwstor  of  the  first  churdi 
organized  in  Rhode  Island  in  1644.  and  also  held  the 
position  of  as.iistant  treasurer  of  the  colony.  He  died 
at  Newport  in  1676,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  The  name 
of  Bowcn  was  long  famous  in  medical  affairs  in  Rhode 
Island.  The  first  cf  the  name  was  Richard  Bowen,  who 
came  to  the  colony  in  1640.  He  iiumlicred  among 
his  descendants  Drs.  Epliraim,  William,  and  Pardon 
Bowen. 

In  the  year  1633  the  General  Court  licensed  Captain 
John  Cranston  "  to  administer  physickc  and  practice 
chirurgerie,"  they  added,  "and  is  by  this  Court  styled 
doctor  of  physick  and  chirurgery  by  the  Authority  of  this 
the  General  .A.ssenibly  of  this  Colony."""  Toner  is  in- 
clined to  consider  this  as  possibly  the  first  meilical  degree 
conferred  in  this  country,  but  it  can  h.irdly  he  looked  upon 
as  more  than  a  license  to  practise. 

Another  medical  man  of  note  was  a  Frenchman.  Pierre 
Ayrault,  who  caire  to  Rhode  Island  in  1686. 


'Toner.  Annals  of  Mediciil  Progrcsii. 
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Jabez  Brown  practised  medicine  at  Providence  in  1700. 

The  colony  of  New  York  was  early  supplied  with  com- 
petent medical  men,  and  some  of  them  occupied  promi- 
nent positions  in  public  life  as  well  as  in  their  profes- 
sional capacity. 

When  Director-General  William  Kieft  of  the  West 
India  Company  landed  in  March.  1638.  he  brought  with 
htm  Gerritt  Scliult  and  Hans  Kierstedt,  both  of  whom 
were  surgeons.  Kierstedt  married  Sarah,  the  daughter 
of  the  celebrated  midwife  Annctje  Jansen. 

The  name.s  of  William  Hays,  Peter  Vreucht,  Jacob 
Hendrickson  Varvanger.  Isaac  Jansen,  Jacob  Mal- 
lenancy,  and  John  Pau  have  descended  to  us  as  prac- 
tising medicine  in  New  York  during  the  years  from  1647 
to  1652. 

Johannes  I^  Montagfue,  a  HTijfiienol,  wai;  held  in  much 
repute  as  a  physician.  He  was  likewise  a  nieniber  of  the 
governor's  Council.  He  came  to  New  York  in  1637, 
and  in  1641  he  was  a  niemher  of  the  expedition  sent  to 
defend  Fort  Good  Hope. 

Samuel  Mcgapolensis  was  prominent  iioHlically  as  well 
as  medically.  He  graduated  from  Harvard  College  and 
afterwards  from  the  University  of  Utrecht,  receiving 
from  the  latter  both  a  theological  and  a  medical  degree. 
He  became  pastor  of  a  church  in  New  York.  In  1664 
he  was  one  of  the  Dutch  commissioners  who  negotiated 
the  treaty  with  the  English  which  resulted  in  New  Am- 
sterdam becoming  New  York. 

Dr.  Abraham  Slaats,  an  emigrant  from  Holland,  set- 
tled at  Fort  Orange  and  soon  became  very  eminent.  He 
was  concerned  in  jnaking  treaties  with  the  Indians.  In 
1664  his  house  at  Claverack  wa.*!  burned  by  the  latter  and 
his  wife  and  two  sons  perished  in  the  conflagration.  He 
left  a  son  named  Samuel,  who  studied  medicine  in  Hoi- 
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land,  and  practised  with  much  success  in  New  York, 
where  he  died  in  1715. 

In  1660  Jactib  D.  Commor  was  pruminent  as  a  sur- 
geon in  New  York,  from  whence  he  later  removed  to  the 
Swedish  settlement  of  New  Castle  on  the  Delaware. 

Ahout  the  year  1661  Jan  dn  Parch  and  Dr.  J.  Hughes 
practised  medicine  in  New  York,  hut  no  further  informa- 
tion concerning  them  Js  availahle.  Alexander  D.  Curtis 
not  only  practised  medicine  in  the  colony  hut  also  taught 
a  Latin  school.  He  left  the  colony  when  il  was  siu-- 
rendered  to  the  English. 

Gysbert  van  Imbroeck  and  Gerardus  Beekman  were 
two  physicians  in  the  colony  who  occupied  many  places 
of  public  tnist  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury. 

Toner  mentions  one  Giles  Geodincan,  a  French  Hu- 
guenot, who  received  letters  of  denization  in  New  York  in 
1686,  and  styled  himself  "  chiriirgi^physician." 

In  1666  the  resident  surgeon  to  Fort  Albany  was  a 
Frenchman  named  De  Hnise;  in  1689  a  Scotchman,  Dr. 
I-ockhart.  held  tlie  position. 

The  honor  of  performing  the  first  autopsy  in  this 
country  was  mistakenly  assigned  by  Dr.  Toner  to  Jo- 
hannes Kerfbyle,  who  had  received  ins  medical  degree 
from  the  University  of  Leyden.  and  subsequently  settled 
in  New  York,  where  he  had  acquired  a  very  large  prac- 
ticc  In  1690  Governor  Slaughter  died  under  circum- 
stances suggesting  the  possibility  that  he  had  been  poi- 
soned, and  Dr.  Kerfbyle  was  one  of  the  physicians 
appointed  by  the  Council  to  open  the  body  and  ascertain 
the  cause  of  death.  There  are,  however,  records  of  four 
other  autopsies  which  were  held  at  an  earlier  date  than 
the  one  on  Governor  Slaughter. 

Pennsylvania  was  settled  so  late  in  the  seventeenth 
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century  that  we  find  but  little  of  historical  value  in  the 
medical  annals  of  the  colony  until  the  next  century  was 
getting  well  along  in  its  first  qnarfer.  There  is  a  letter 
extant  from  Charles  Gordon  in  New  Jersey  to  Dr.  John 
Gordon,  of  Montrose,  which  is  given  by  Henry.**  It  was 
written  in  1685,  and  its  remarks  are  held  to  apply  to 
Philadelphia  as  well  as  to  the  colony  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Delaware.     He  says, — • 

"  If  you  detirc  to  come  hither  yourself  you  may  come  as  a  Planter 
or  Merchant,  but  as  a  Doctor  of  MctJicine  I  cannot  advise  you: 
for  I  hear  of  no  di!iea$e  here  to  cure  but  some  Agues,  and  cutted 
legs  and  lingers,  and  there  is  no  want  of  empirics  for  these  already; 
I  confess  you  could  do  more  than  any  yet  in  America,  being  versed 
both  in  chirurgcry  and  Fliarraacie,  for  here  are  abundance  of 
curious  herbs,  shrubs  and  trees,  and  no  doubt  medicinal  ones  for 
making  of  drugs,  but  there  is  little  or  no  employment  in  this  way." 

Gabriel  Thomas  in  his  famous  Uiary,  when  writing  of 
Pennsylvania,  remarks,  "  Of  lawyers  and  doctors  I  shall 
say  nothing,  Iwcause  the  country  is  peacable  and  healthy." 
Notwithstanding  this  fact  there  was  a  small  number  of 
physicians  among  the  early  settlers,  most  of  whom  were 
Welsh.  Two  of  them,  Thomas  Wynne  and  Thomas 
Lloyd,  entered  pubHc  life  upon  their  arrival  in  the  colony, 
and  probably  did  not  practise  to  any  extent.  Watson" 
says  that  Wynne  had  practised  medicine  with  high  repu- 
tation in  London,  and  that  when  he  came  to  this  country 
his  brother,  who  was  also  a  physician,  came  with  him. 
I  can  find  no  further  mention  of  the  latter.  Thomas 
was  elected  Speaker  of  the  First  Provincial  Assembly. 
He  died  in  1691.  His  son-in-law,  Dr.  Edward  Jones, 
was  a  very  distinguished  physician,  and  also  a  member 


**  Hi&tory  of  Medicine  in   Philadelphia,  p.  33,   also  quoted  by 
Korris. 
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of  the  Provincial  Assembly.  His  son.  Evan  Jones,  and 
his  grandson,  John  Jones,  were  famous  for  their  medical 
skill  in  subsequent  years. 

Thomas  I-loyd  had  been  a  student  at  Oxford.  He 
became  first  deputy  governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  first  man  of  real  eminence  as  a  physician  in  Penn- 
sylvania was  Griffith  Owen,  a  Welshman,  who  came  over 
on  the  "  Welcome"  with  William  Penn.  He  was  emi- 
nent in  the  councils  of  the  Friends,  but  Norris  "*  quotes 
Proud  as  saying  that  his  practice  as  a  physician,  "  in 
which  he  was  very  knowing  and  eminent,  rendered  htm 
of  still  greater  value  and  importance  in  the  place  where 
he  lived."  Norris  also  quotes  the  oft-repeated  history  of 
the  first  known  amputation  performed  in  Pennsylvania 
as  told  in  the  Journa!  of  Thomas  Story.  The  injury  re- 
quiring it  was  received  by  a  young  man  during  the  firing 
of  a  salute  in  honor  of  William  Peiin's  second  visit  to  his 
colony.  The  victim's  arm  being  so  badly  injured  that 
amputation  was  "  resolv'd  upon  by  Dr.  Griffith  Owen 
(a  Friend),  the  Surgeon,  and  some  other  skillful  per- 
sons prcsenlf  which  accordingly  was  done  without  delay. 
But  as  the  arm  was  ait  off,  some  Spirits  in  the  Ba.son 
happened  to  take  Kire,  and  being  spilt  u|Jon  the  Surgeon's 
Aprin,  set  his  Cloaths  on  fire;  and  there  being  a  great 
crowd  of  Spectators,  some  of  them  in  the  Way.  and  in 
Danger  of  being  scalded,  as  the  Surget:)n  himself  was 
upon  the  Hands  and  Face;  but  running  into  the  street 
the  Fire  was  quenched;  and  so  quick  was  he  that  the 
patient  lo.qt  not  very  much  Blood,  though  left  in  the  open 
bleeding  Condition." 

Norris  quotes  from  a  letter  of  William  Penn's  in  which 
he  speaks  of  liim  as  "  tender  Griffith  Owen,  who  both  sees 
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and  feels."  He  died  in  1717.  aged  seventy  years.  He 
left  a  son.  Dr.  Griffith  Owen,  Jr.,  who  died  at  an  early 
age  in  173I. 

There  is  no  further  mention  of  any  physician  of  promi- 
nence in  Pennsylvania  until  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Jolin 
Kcarsley  in  171 1. 

There  are  only  four  nanies  of  medical  men  connected 
■with  the  history  of  New  Jersey  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury which  have  descended  to  us, — Abraham  Picrson, 
Jonathan  Dickinson.  William  Turner,  and  Daniel  Cox. 
From  Toner''*  I  take  the  following  facts  concerning 
them: 

Abraham  Pierson  was  a  clergyman  as  welt  zs  a  physi- 
cian. He  was  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  atid  after  gradu- 
ating at  Cambridge,  in  1632,  he  emigrated  to  America, 
arriving  at  Boston  in  1639.  From  Boston  he  went  to 
Southampton,  Rhode  Island,  and  subsequently,  in  1667, 
to  Newark,  New  Jersey,  where  he  died  in  1678. 

Jonathan  Dickinson  was  a  native  of  Hatfield,  Massa- 
chusetts. He  likewise  was  a  clergyman  as  well  as  a 
physician,  and  became  tlie  first  president  of  Princeton 
College  and  the  first  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Elizabeth.  New  Jersey.    He  died  in  1747. 

William  Turner  studied  medicine  with  a  Frenchman 
named  Pinqueron  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  in  1690, 
and  then  removed  to  Newark,  New  Jersey,  where  he 
practised  medicine  until  his  death,  which  occurred  subse- 
quently to  1750. 

Daniel  Cox  was  a  physician  in  London,  England,  but 
Toner  doubts  whether  he  ever  practised  his  profession  in 
this  country.  In  1690  be  purchased  the  greater  part  of 
West  Jersey  and  was  appointed  governor  of  his  grant. 
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He  appointed  a  deputy  governor  rather  than  relinquish 
his  professional  business,  and  eventually  sold  his  grant  to 
Sir  Thomas  Lane. 

Besides  those  surgeons  who  occupied  official  positions 
in  relation  to  the  early  settlers  of  Virginia,  but  few 
names  of  medical  men  practising  in  that  colony  have 
descended  to  us.  Toner  mentions  a  Dr.  Green,  who 
practised  in  Gloucester  County,  Virginia,  where  he  died 
in  1767.  Thacher  gives  an  interesting  account  of  Dr. 
John  Mitchell,  who  came  to  Virginia  about  the  year  1700- 
He  was  a  native  of  England,  who  after  his  arrival  in  this 
country  settled  in  Urbanna,  a  small  town  on  the  Rap- 
pahannock. He  had  a  large  practice,  but  his  chief  fame 
is  based  on  his  botanical  work  and  0:1  his  '*  Essay  on  the 
Causes  of  the  Different  Colors  of  People  of  Different 
Climates."  which  was  published  in  1743.  He  also  wrote 
a  paper  on  yellow  fever  as  it  appeared  in  Virginia  in  the 
epidemics  of  1737,  1741,  and  1742.  Subsequently  tliis 
paper  fell  into  the  hands  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  who 
communicated  It  to  Dr.  Rusli,  and  the  latter  acknowl- 
edged his  indebtedness  to  it  for  information  enabling 
him  to  detect  and  combat  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  of 
1793  in  Philadelphia, 

The  Midwife. 

The  midwife  occupied  a  most  important  post  in  the 
community  in  the  early  settlements  of  this  country.  It 
was  deemed  beneath  the  dignity  of  male  physicians  to  act 
as  obstetricians,  consequently  the  women  monopolized 
the  practice.  In  those  days  families  averaged  mu^i 
larger  numbers  of  children  than  is  the  present  rule. 
Tyler  "*  says,  "  The  typical  household  of  New  England 
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was  one  of  patriarchal  populousness,"  and  in  a  foot-note 
he  submits  some  examples. — that  of  Roger  Clap,  of  Dor- 
chester, who  had  fourteen  children,  among  whom  were 
Experience,  Waitstill,  Preserved,  Hopestili,  Wait, 
Thanks,  Desire,  Unite,  Supply;  of  Cotton  Mather,  who 
had  fifteen;  of  Benjamin  Franklin's  fatlier,  who  had 
seventeen,  and  Sir  WilHam  Phipps,  who  was  one  of 
twenty-six  children  of  the  same  father  and  mother. 

Marriage  seemed  to  be  looked  upon  with  pecuHar  favor 
by  the  Puritans,  for  as  soon  as  a  man  lost  his  wife,  or  a 
woman  her  husband,  he  or  she  hastened  to  replace  the  loss 
by  wedding  again. 

Lodge  *•  says  that  early  marriages  were  popular,  and 
women  in  consequence  became  "  old  maids"  unless  mar- 
ried young.  lie  says,  "'marriages  took  place  usually  at 
a  very  early  period  of  life,  many  girls  becoming  wives  at 
sixteen  or  seventeen."  John  Dunton  speaks  of  a  Miss 
Wilkins,  a:i  old  maid  of  twenty-six,  looked  on  in  Boston 
as  a  "  desired  spectacle,"  and  John  Higginson  writes  of 
some  young  ladies  that  they  "  are  like  to  continue 
ancient  maids,  Sarah  being  twenty-five  or  twenty-six 
years  old." 

The  names  of  several  famous  midwives  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  settlements  have  come  down  to  us. 

I  have  mentioned  that  the  wife  of  Deacon  Samuel 
Fuller  was  wont  to  officiate  in  this  capacity. 

Green '"  quotes  the  following  extract  from  the 
records  of  the  town  of  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts,  on 
July  3,  1663 :  "  Voted  and  agreed  that .  .  .  Mrs.  Bridget 
Fuller,  of  Plymouth  should  be  sent  to,  to  see  if  she  be 
willing  to  come  and  dwell  among  us,  to  attend  on  the 
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J  office  of  a  midwife,  to  answer  the  towti's  necessity,  which 
at  present  is  great"  This  invitation  was  extended  to  her 
after  her  htishand's  death.  She  did  not  accept  it,  as  she 
died,  at  Plymouth,  the  next  year. 

The  most  famous  of  all  the  ancient  inidwives,  made 
notorious  by  the  misfortunes  she  suffered,  was  Anne 
Hutchinson.  She  and  her  husband  came  to  Boston  from 
England  in  1634.  One  of  her  bitterest  enemies,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Weld,  describes  her'"  as  "  of  a  haughty  and 
fierce  carriage,  of  a  nimble  wit  and  active  spirit,  and  a 
very  voluble  tongue,  more  bold  than  a  man,  though  in 
underslanding  and  judgement  inferior  to  many  women." 
She  was  thirty-four  years  of  age  when  she  settled  in 
Boston,  and  she  was  only  suffered  to  remain  in  the  town 
for  four  years  before  she  was  banished.  She  held  very 
peculiar  religious  tenets,  not  at  all  suited  to  the  minds 
of  the  narrow-minded  bigots  who  then  ruled  Boston.  She 
held  weekly  reHgious  meetings  in  her  house,  at  which 
she  would  preach  and  pray.  As  Adams  points  out.  the 
religious  excitement  at  these  meetings  used  to  wax  high, 
and  soon  her  work  assumed  the  nature  of  what  would 
now  be  known  as  a  revival.  The  woman  seems  to  have 
finally  lost  her  head,  and  claimed  to  have  had  direct  in- 
spirations from  heaven.  Worst  of  all,  she  finally  pro- 
ceeded to  controvert  and  combat  some  of  the  views  licld 
by  the  various  Puritan  preachers  of  Boston.  She  was 
summoned  before  the  General  Court  of  Ma.ssachu setts, 
and  after  a  trial,  which  was  a  mere  parody  of  justice, 
and  throughout  which  the  poor  woman  was  browbeaten 
and  bullied  in  every  conceivable  way,  was  excommuni- 
cated and  banished.  She  went  tn  Rhode  Island,  where 
she  subsequently  was  murdered  by  the  Indians. 
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Winthrop^*  narrates  two  circumstances  o£  her  career 
which  possess  interest  for  us.  The  first  is  concerning  a 
monstrosity  whicli  was  given  birth  to  by  Mary  Dyer,  a 
great  friend  of  Anne  Hutchinson's.  The  latter  was  the 
only  person  present  at  the  delivery  except  the  midwife, 
and  the  event  was  subsequently  referred  to  in  her  trial. 

"  The  wife  of  one  William  Dyer,  a  milliner  in  the  New  Exchungc, 
a  very  prop&T  a.tid  fair  woman,  and  both  of  them  cotoriously  aUcctcd 
wiih  Mrs,  Hutchinson's  crrours,  and  very  censorious  and  trouble- 
some, ($hc  being  of  a  very  proud  spirit  and  much  addicted  to  revela- 
tions,) bad  been  delivered  of  a  child  sonic  few  months  before, 
October  17,  (1637)  and  ihc  child  buried,  (bring  stillborn)  and 
viewed  of  none  but  Mrs.  tiuIchin.son  and  the  midwife,  one  Haw- 
kin's  wife,  a  rank  famulist  also;  and  another  woman  had  a  Klimpse 
of  it,  who  not  being  able  lo  keep  counsel,  as  the  other  two  Hid, 
some  rumour  began  to  spread  that  the  child  was  a  monster.  One 
of  [he  elders  hearing  of  it,  asked  Mrs.  Hutchinson,  when  she  was 
ready  to  depart,  where  upon  she  told  him  how  it  was,  and  said  she 
meant  to  have  it  chronicled,  but  excused  her  concealing  of  it  till 
then,  (by  advice,  as  she  said  of  Mr.  Cotton)  which  coming  to  the 
Governor's  knowledge,  he  called  another  of  the  magi<itrates  and 
that  elder,  and  lent  fur  the  midwife  and  examined  her  about  it.  At 
first  she  confessed  only,  that  the  head  was  defective  and  misplaced, 
but  being  told  that  Mrs.  IIutchin<on  had  revealed  all,  and  that  he 
intended  to  have  it  taken  up  and  viewed,  slic  made  this  report  of 
)ti  viz.  It  was  a  woman  child,  stillborn,  about  two  months  before 
the  just  tittle,  having  life  a  few  hours  before:  it  came  liiplings  till 
she  turned  it.  it  was  of  ordinate  bigness;  it  had  a  face,  but  no  head, 
and  the  ears  $tood  upon  the  shoulders,  and  were  like  an  a^a:  it 
had  no  forehead  but  over  (he  eyes  four  horns,  hard  and  sharp; 
two  of  them  were  above  one  inch  long,  the  other  two  shorter;  the 
eyes  standing  out  and  the  mouth  also,  the  nose  hooked  upward; 
all  over  the  breast  and  back  full  of  sharp  pricks  and  scales.  Hke 
a  ihornback;  the  navel  and  all  the  belly,  with  the  distinction  of 
acx,  were  where  the  back  should  be,  and  the  back  and  hips  before, 
where  the  belly  should  have  been,  behind,  between  the  shoulders, 
it  had  two  mouths,  and  in  each  of  them  a  piece  of  red  flesh  sticking 
out,  it  had  arms  and  legs  as  other  children;  but  instead  of  toes 
it  had  on  each  foot  three  clawa.  like  a  young  fowl,  with  sharp 
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talons.  The  Governor  speaking  with  Mr  Cotton  about  it,  he  (old 
him  the  reason  why  he  had  advihcd  them  to  conceal  il.  Firsi,  Be* 
ciU5e  he  *a.w  a  providence  of  God  in  it.  that  the  rest  of  the  women, 
who  were  cominK  and  Roinji  in  the  time  of  her  trava.i1,  should  then 
be  absent  j.  He  considered,  that,  if  it  had  liecn  his  own  case,  he 
shonld  have  desired  to  have  had  it  concealed,  and  that  he  thought 
God  mighl  intend  only  the  in.'tt ruction  of  ilu-  jiarents,  %nd  such 
others,  to  whom  it  was  known,  etc.  The  like  apology  he  made  for 
himself  in  publick,  wliich  wus  well  accepted. 

•'  Jan.  2,  1638. 

"  The  Governor,  with  advice  of  some  other  of  the  magistrates 
and  riders  of  BoHlon  cauiied  the  Maid  monxtcr  to  lie  taken  U|i,  and 
though  it  were  much  corrupted,  yet  most  of  those  things  were  to 
be  seen,  as  the  horns  and  claws,  the  scales,  etc  When  it  died  in 
the  Mother's  body,  (which  was  about  2  hours  before  birth)  the 
bed  whereon  the  Mother  lay  did  shake,  and  withal  there  was  such 
a  noisome  s;ivoiir,  as  most  of  the  women  were  taken  with  exlrcme 
vomiting  and  purging,  m  as  they  were  forced  to  depan;  and 
others  of  them,  their  children  were  taken  with  convulsions,  (which 
they  never  had  before  nor  after,)  and  so  were  sent  for  home,  so 
as  by  thcfie  occasions,  it  came  to  be  concealed. 

"  Another  thing  observable  was,  the  discovery  of  il,  which  wat 
ju>t  when  Mrs.  Hutchinson  was  cast  out  of  the  church,  For  Mrs. 
Dyer  going  forth  with  her,  a  stranger  asked  what  young  woman 
it  was.  The  others  answered,  it  wa*  the  »voniaii  which  had  Ihe 
monster;  which  gave  the  5rst  occasion  to  some  that  heard  to  speak 
of  it.  The  cnidwifc,  presently  after  this  discovery,  went  out  of 
the  jurisdiction,  and  indeed  it  was  time  for  her  to  be  gone,  for  it 
wa*  known,  that  she  used  to  give  young  women  oil  of  Mandrakes 
and  other  stuff  to  cause  conception,  and  she  grew  into  great  sus- 
picion to  be  a  witch,  for  it  was  credibly  reported,  that,  when  she 
gave  any  medicines,  (for  she  practiced  physick),  she  would  ask 
the  party  if  she  believed  she  could  help  her,  etc.  Another  ob,tcrv- 
able  pas.'iage  was.  that  the  father  of  this  monster,  coming  home  at 
this  very  time,  was,  the  next  Lord's  day,  by  an  unexpected  provi- 
dence, questioned  in  the  church  for  divers  monstrous  errours.  as 
for  denying  all  inherent  righteousness,  etc.,  which  he  maintained 
and  was  for  the  same  admonished." 

Mary  Dyer  went  to  Rhode  Island  with  Mrs.  Hutchiti- 
son,  but  twenty-nne  years  later  returned  to  Boston,  and 
fell  a  victim  to  religious  |)erseculir>n,  being  exeaited  as  a 
Quaker,  on  June  1,  1660, 
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The  second  circumstance  concerning  Mrs.  Hutchinson, 
which  Wintlirop  *"  relates,  had  to  do  with  her  own  physi- 
cal condition.  It  appears  that  the  poor  woman  had  an 
hydatid  cyst  of  the  uterus,  but  the  governor  and  his 
associates  were  disposed  to  regard  the  case  entirely  from 
a  theological  point  of  view. 

"  Mrs.  Hutchinson,  being  removed  lo  the  Is!c  of  Aquiday,  in 
the  Narragansctt  Bay,  after  her  time  was  fiilKlled.  that  she  «x- 
peclcii  deliverance  ai  a  child,  wao  delivered  cf  a  motiittruuii  hirth, 
which  being  diversely  related  in  the  country,  (and  in  the  open 
an&einbly  at  Boatun  ut>on  a  lecture  dity  declared  by  Mr.  Cotton  to 
be  27  several  lumps  of  man's  seed,  without  any  alteration  or  mix- 
ture of  anything  from  Ihc  woman,  and  lhcreiip)'>n  gathered  (hat  it 
might  signify  her  crrour  in  denying  inherent  righteousness,  but  that 
all  was  Christ  in  us,  and  nothing  □(  ours  in  faith,  love,  etc.)  here 
upon  the  Governor  wrote  to  Mr.  Clarke,  a  physician  and  preacher 
to  those  of  the  island,  to  know  the  certainty  thereof,  who  returned 
him  this  answer.  Mrs.  Htitehinson,  six  weeks  before  her  delivery, 
perceived  her  body  lo  l)c  greatly  dislcrapcrcd,  and  her  spirits  fall- 
ing, and  in  that  regard  doubtful  of  life,  she  sent  to  me.  etc.  and 
not  long  after  (in  immoderate  fluore  merino)  it  was  brought  to 
light,  and  I  was  called  lo  see  it,  where  !  beheld,  first  unwashed, 
(and  afterwards  in  warm  water),  tievcral  lump*,  everyone  of  them 
greatly  confused,  and  if  you  consider  each  of  them  according  to  the 
representation  of  the  whole,  they  were  altogether  without  form: 
but  if  they  were  considered  in  the  parts  of  each  lump  of  flc^h,  then 
there  was  a  representation  of  immeasurable  distinct  bodies  in  the 
form  of  a  globe,  not  much  unlike  the  swimn  of  some  fi*ih,  so  con- 
fusedly knit  together  by  so  many  several  strings,  (which  I  conceive 
were  the  beRinnings  of  veins  and  nerves,)  so  that  it  was  impossible 
cither  to  number  the  small  round  pieces  in  every  lump,  iTiuch  less 
to  discover  from  whence  every  siring  did  fetch  its  original,  Ihejr 
were  so  snarled  one  with  another.  The  small  globes  I  likewise 
opened,  and  perceived  the  matter  of  them  (setting  aside  the  mem- 
brane in  which  it  was  involved)  to  be  partly  wind  and  partly  water. 
Of  these  several  lumps  there  were  about  26,  according  to  the  rela- 
tion of  those,  who  were  narrowly  searched  into  the  numl>er  of 
them.  I  took  notice  of  6  or  7  of  some  bignes.* ;  the  rest  were  small ; 
but  all  as  I  have  declared,  except  one  or  two  which  differed  much 


'History  of  New  England,  vol.  i.  p.  371, 
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ffM»  t\f  TMl  IniUi  III  iDAlter  utiil  form,  and  the  whole  wai  like 
f)t«  |lil«itt>|  iif  tll«  live*.  Ijelntf  limilar  and  everywhere  like  ilsetf. 
WInui  I  ImiI  niintiDiJ  i\  'lie  matter  seemed  to  be  blood  congealed. 
TtH  tMrititmr,  (till  >nlUflc<l  with  iliis  relation.  spaJcc  after  with  cbe 
Ml4  Mr  iUri*.  wlu>  itiim  cleared  all  ilio  doubts:  The  lumps  were 
^f  Mf  ij,  illMliMl  and  not  joined  together:  there  came  no  sccundine 
kO"'  lli'iti;  lis  !•(  tlirm  were  as  great  a'*  hi<i  it»t:  the  rest  less 
lltM  iHtui.  dnd  ill*  •iiiallot  aboKt  the  bigness  of  the  lop  of  his 
itfMMli  TIta  floliiti  wrm  round  things  included  in  the  lumps,  about 
iba  I'tNitMi  u1  •  •mill  Indian  bean,  and  like  the  pearl  in  a  man's 
•r*  T))*  Iwu  lump*,  which  differed  from  the  rest,  were  like  liver 
M  i:«<tiv««l*d  Idfioil,  and  had  no  wiall  globe«  in  them  as  the  rest 
Umi  Mf  (j/HiHi.  next  lecture  day.  acknowledged  his  errour.  etc., 
iHt't  l^^Mt   lia  had  hia  information  by  a  letter  from  her  husband, 

•to-" 

Jane  tinwkinft,  who  delivered  Mary  Dyer  of  her  raon- 
§lrmhy,  wa«  a  very  well-known  midwife,  and  also  used 
to  Kt  M  u  physician,  and  had  the  reputation  of  being  a 
witch.  Tliomaj  Wcldc**  says  she  was  "notorious  for 
faiMlliarity  with  the  devil.*'  At  the  session  of  the  General 
Oiurt  of  MaiMUchusetts  held  in  March,  1637-38,  the  fol- 
lowinic  rixord  a|ii)carfl : 

*}m*  UaMrkini  the  wife  of  Richard  Hawkins  had  liberty  till  the 
t>e)i:inn)nR  of  th<-  third  Mo  called  May,  &  the  fna^siratei  <if  thee 
did  tuA  depart  l>rfofc)  to  dispose  of  her,  &  In  the  nictniime  shee 
ia  oot  to  meddle  in  surgery,  or  physick,  drinks  or  oytes.  nor  to 
qnntkn  matter*  of  religion  except  with  the  ciders  for  satis fBction." 

Later  at  the  session  of  the  General  Court,  in  June, 
1641,  it  was  resolved  that  "Jane  Hawkins  is  enjoined 
to  depart  away  tomorrow  morning,  &  not  to  retume 
againc  hither  upon  paine  of  a  severe  whipping.  &  such 
other  punishment,  as  the  Court  shall  thinkc  mete.  &  her 
sonnes  stand  bound  in  20  £  to  carry  her  away  according 
to  order." 

It  was  fortunate  for  Jane  that  she  lived  before  the 

'A  Short  Story,  etc..  1644. 
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fearful  outbreak  against  the  witches  in  1693,  as  her  fate 
would  then  have  been  sealed. 

Toner*"  mentions  a  well-known  midwife  of  Boston, 
Ruth  Barnaby  by  name,  who  pursued  her  occupation  in 
that  town  for  over  forty  years.  She  was  bom  at  Marble- 
head  in  1664.  and  died  on  the  12th  of  February,  1765, 
aged  one  hundred  and  one  years.  When  there  was  an 
epidemic  of  smallpox  in  Boston  in  1764,  she  insisted  upon 
being  inoculated,  though  upward  of  one  hundred  years 
old.  She  manifested  a  striking-  proof  of  the  vahie  of 
inoculation,  as  she  escaped  the  disease,  although  several 
other  members  of  her  family  had  it. 

The  practice  of  midwifery  would  seem  to  have  been 
conducive  to  longevity,  as  in  1730  there  was  published 
at  Philadelphia  an  "  Elegy  on  the  Death  of  the  Ancient, 
Venerable,  and  Useful  Matron  and  Midwife,  Mrs.  Mary 
Broadwell,  who  rested  from  her  labours  Jan.  2,  1730, 
aged  100  years  and  one  day." 

The  following  epitaph  from  the  Phtpps  Street  burying- 
ground  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  is  often  quoted 
for  its  oddity : 

"  Here  lyes  Interred  jt  Bodjr  ol 
Mrs.  Eliwbclh  Phillips,  Wife 

10  Elcazcr  Phillips.  Who 
was  Bom  in  Weshninister,  in  Great 
Britain.  &  Commission'd  by  John 
Lord.  Bi»hop  of  London,  in  ye  Vc^ir 
1718  to  ye  Office  of  a  Midwife;  &  ctine 
lo  this  CouHiry.  in  yc  Year  171ft  &  by 
yc  Blessing  of  God.  has  brought  into 
this  world  above  3000  Children; 
Died  May  6eh  1761.     Aged  76  Years," 

Some  one  lias  scratched  a  figure  i  before,  and  a  o 
after,  the  3000,  so  that  it  reads  i30,ocx). 


'  Contribntionfi  to  Medical  Progress. 
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Poor  Margaret  Jones  was  a  doctress  of  New  England 
who  came  to  a  most  untimely  end,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  narrative  written  by  Governor  Win- 
throp :  *" 

"Year  1648 
At  this  Court  one  Margaret  Jones,  of  Charlestown,  was  indicted 
and  found  guilty  of  witchcraft,  and  hanged  for  it  The  evidence 
against  her  was,  I.  That  she  was  found  to  have  such  a  malignant 
touch,  as  many  persons  (men,  women,  and  children),  whom  she 
stroked  or  touched  with  any  affection  or  displeasure,  etc.  were 
taken  with  deafness,  or  vomiting,  or  other  violent  pains  or  sick- 
ncsii.  2.  She  practising  physick,  and  her  medicines  being  such 
things  as  (by  her  own  confession)  were  harmless,  as  Aniseseed, 
liriuurs,  etc.  yet  had  extraordinary  violent  effects.  3.  She  would 
use  to  tell  .such  as  would  not  make  use  of  her  physick,  that  they 
wdiiUI  never  be  healed,  and  accordingly  their  diseases  and  hurts 
continued,  with  relapses  against  the  ordinary  course,  and  beyond 
the  apprehension  of  all  physicians  and  surgeons.  4.  Some  things 
which  she  foretold  came  to  pass  accordingly;  other  things  she 
could  tell  of  (as  secret  speeches  etc)  which  she  had  no  ordinary 
incutis  Id  conic  to  the  knowledge  of.  5.  She  had  (upon  search)  an 
Bli|i!ir(-rit  tt-at  in  her  secret  parts  as  fresh  as  if  it  had  been  newly 
snrkfil,  and  after  it  had  been  scanned,  upon  a  forced  search,  that 
wiin  wilhcrcil,  and  another  began  on  the  opposite  side.  6.  In  the 
|ti'i»oii  ill  llif  clear  daylight  there  was  seen  in  her  arms,  she  sitting 
on  llif  door,  and  her  clothes  up  etc.,  a  little  child,  which  ran  from 
lu-r  into  iniolher  room,  and  the  officer  following  it,  it  was  vanished. 
Tin-  like  iliild  was  seen  in  two  other  places,  to  which  she  had  no 
ii'lulioii;  iiiiil  one  maid  that  saw  it,  fell  sick  upon  it,  and  was  cured 
liy  llm  Buid  Murgnrct,  who  used  means  to  be  employed  to  that 
villi  Her  IH-Iiavi.tur  at  her  trial  was  very  intemperate,  lying  no- 
loiiiiiixly,  liiiliiig  upon  the  jury,  and  witnesses,  etc.  and  in  the  like 
dlstiiuiiiM  hlitr  ilifd.  The  same  day  and  houi  she  was  executed, 
^\w^i^■  wii>  «  vi-iy  gri-at  tempest  at  Connecticut,  which  blew  down 
(«.UI\    lii^cn,  vU" 

S.uah,  \\\v  wifi'  nf  John  Alcock,  was  also  skilled  in 
uivvlnnu',  as  apiK'ar.s  from  the  Roxbury  Church  Records, 
wiiivh  tacfii"  lias  quoted,  for  November  27,  1665: 

"liiatory  of  NtfW  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  326. 
"  Uiilory  of  Mc-ilicine  in  Massaclmsctt.i. 
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"Mrs.   Sarah  Alcock  dyed,  a  vcrtous  woman,  of  vnstaincd  life, 
^ry  »kiHul  in  phy*ick  &  cliirurKery,  exceediiiff  active  yea  vnwcaried 
in  miniiitcrinK  to  yc  necessities  of  others.    Her  vrorkes  praise  bcr 
ia  ye  sates." 

Toner  •'^  quotes  a  New  York  City  ordinance,  passed 
July  i6,  1716,  concerning  tlie  duties  of  raidwives: 

"  It  is  ordained  that  no  wttmnn  within  ihix  corporation  shall  ex- 
ercise the  employment  oC  midwife  until  she  have  taken  oath  before 
the  mayor,  recorder,  or  an  alderman,  (the  terms  of  which  are 
preacribed,)  to  the  following  cfrc ct :  That  she  will  he  diligent  and 
ready  Co  help  any  woman  in  labor,  whether  poor  or  rich;  that  in 
time  of  necessity  >he  will  not  fi>rn;ike  the  [wur  woman  and  go  to 
the  rich;  that  she  will  not  cause  or  suffer  any  woman  to  name  or 
put  any  other  father  to  the  child,  but  only  him  which  h  the  very 
true  f.nther  thereof,  indeed,  according  to  the  uimoHt  of  her  power; 
that  she  will  not  suffer  any  woman  lo  pretend  to  be  delivered  of 
a  child  who  is  not  indeed,  neither  lo  claim  any  other  woman'i  child 
for  her  own;  that  she  will  not  suffer  any  woman's  child  to  be 
murdered  or  hurt;  and  as  often  as  she  shall  see  any  peril  or 
jeopardy,  either  in  the  mother  «r  child,  she  will  call  in  other  mid- 
lives for  counsel;  that  she  will  not  administer  any  medicine  to 
produce  miscarriage;  that  she  will  not  enforce  a  woman  to  give 
more  (or  her  services  than  is  right;  that  she  will  not  collude  to 
keep  secret  the  birth  of  a  child:  will  be  of  good  behaviour:  will 
not  conceal  the  births  of  bastards,  4c." 

Annetje  Jansen,  sometimes  known  as  Anneke  Jan,  who 
owned  a  large  part  nf  the  present  site  of  New  York  City, 
was  a  very  skilful  midwife.  She  had  a  daughter  Sarah, 
who  married  Dr.  Hans  Kicrstedt,  who  practised  medicine 
in  that  city  from  1638  to  1661. 

There  are  many  instances  found  in  the  ancient  chroni- 
cles of  juries  of  women  hcing  impanelled  to  act  in  certain 
cases.  Thus  in  Salem.  New  Jersey,  the  following  record 
appears  in  1732  in  an  indictment  for  petty  larceny:*" 

*Loc.  ciL 

*•  R.  Ci.  Johnson,  An  Historical  Account  of  the  First  Settlement 
of  Salem,  in  West  Jerseys. 
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173a.  IndicUicni  for  Peity  Larcear.  ~  U  ordered  bf  tbc  Covrt 
that  Eliza  Crook  receive  twenty  lasbcs  well  laid  oa  ber  bart  bade 
at  the  coRiinon  whipjMOK  post,  and  that  she  stands  committed  till 
sbe  pays  fees.  The  satd  Eliza  Crook  vnys  debjr  of  the  said  whip- 
ping because  ahe  sajrth  she  is  qtnck  with  child.  And  now  a  jury 
of  matrons  were  summoned  lo  wit:  SaS'iniuh  Goodwin,  Sarah 
Hunt,  Ann  Grant.  Marr  Grey.  Eliza  Backett,  Sarah  Test.  Eliza- 
beth Hall.  Phoebe  Saterthwaitc,  Ann  Woodnuti.  Eliza  Hoddy. 
Eliza  Axford,  and  Sarah  Fithian,  being  duly  qnaliSed  according 
to  law,  do  say  ihat  Eliza  Crook  is  quick  with  a  living  child.  On 
motion  of  the  Attorney  General,  the  said  Eliza  Crook  is  committed 
into  the  sherifFs  custody,  till  she  be  delt^'vred  of  the  said  child,  and 
then  to  receive  her  punishment." 

In  Judge  Scwall's  Diary  "  for  Thursday,  February  24, 
1680,  is  the  following  account  of  a  jury  of  women  in 

Ma.ssachusetts: 

"This  morn  the  wife  of  Mr.  Elias  Row  is  found  dead  in  her 
bed;  much  blood  about  her,  so  some  think  she  w.is  clioak'd  with 
it  A  Jury  was  empanelled  and  6  grave  matroas  and  a  Chi- 
riirgleoti)  lo  view  the  corpse  lu  see  if  any  %'iolence  had  been  offered 
her;  found  none;  ^hc  .ind  her  Hiishand  seldom  lay  together;  she 
was  given  to  drink  and  quarclling.  Her  death  puts  in  mind  of 
tile  Proverb  wherein  we  isay  such  un  one  hath  drunk  more  tliau  he 
hath  bled  today." 


The  practice  of  obstetrics  by  men  was  regarded  with 
popular  disfavor  until  well  after  the  middle  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century  in  this  country. 

The  first  record  of  a  man  officiating  in  the  capacity  of 
an  obstetrician  of  which  we  have  information  is  to  be 
foniid  ill  the  notice  of  the  death  on  July  22,  1745,  of  a 
doctor  (if  New  Vurk,  wliusc  name  was  Dupny: 

"Last  night,  died  in  Ihe  prime  of  life,  ta  the  almost  universal 
rrurrl  uriil  *orrow  of  this  city,  Mr.  John  Dupny,  M.D.,  a  nun  mid- 
wife, in  whidi  lant  characlrr  it  may  be  iruly  »nid  a«  David  did  o£ 
Golinh'i  Dword,  llwt«  l»  none  like  him." 

"  Ma»Mchuictlk  KUlorical  Society  Collection,  fihh  series, 
vol.  vt. 
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Dr.  John  Moultrie  came  to  this  country  and  began  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in 
1733,  remaining  in  practice  until  1773,  during  tnost  of 
which  time  he  stood  at  the  very  head  of  his  profession  in 
that  city: 

"  He  was  especially  distinguislied  for  liis  skill  in  obstetrics  and 
his  d«£th  was  regarded  as  a  public  calamity,  several  of  ihc  bdics 
of  Oiarleslon  bedewed  his  grave  with  tears,  and  went  into  mourning 
on  the  occasion.  Tlie  year  after  tiis  decease  wa&  distinguished  by 
the  deaths  of  several  women  in  childbirth.  While  he  lived  they 
thought  themselves  .lecurc  of  the  best  assistance  in  the  power  of 
man  or  of  art.  in  cases  oi  extremity.  In  losing  him  they  lost  their 
hopes.  Depressing  f«ars  »unk  their  icpirils,  and  in  an  unusual 
number  of  cases  produced  fatal  conaequences."" 

In  1754  Dr.  James  Lloyd  settled  in  Boston,  and  was 
probably  the  first  medical  man  in  Massachusetts  to  devote 
himself  solely  to  the  practice  of  midwifery. 

The  first  man  in  New  Jersey  who  made  a  specialty  of 
obstetric  work  was  Dr.  Atwood,  who  began  the  exclu- 
sive practice  of  that  branch  of  the  medical  art  in  1762. 

Dr.  William  Shippcn  was  the  first  physician  to  give 
a  course  of  lectures  on  midwifery  in  this  country,  and 
was  the  most  prominent  obstetrician  of  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  John  V.  B.  Tennent,  of  New  Jersey,  was  the  first 
^  professor  of  midwifery  in  the  Medical  School  of  New      ^ 
^YOfk,  and  was  a  distinguished  obstetrician  of  that  city. 

Green  **  quotes  the  following  advertisement  from  The 
Boston  Evening  Post  atid  the  General  Advertiser  for 
November  10,  1781 : 

"The  PtiYsiaANS 

of  the  Town  of  Bostos 

Hereby    inform    the    Public,    that,    in    Consideration   of    the   great 

Fatigue  and  inevitable  Injury  to  their  Constitutions,  in  Ihc  Praaice 


"Thachcr. 

*  History  of  Medicine  in  Mauachusctts. 
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of  Midwifery,  as  well  as  the  necessary  Interruption  of  the  other 
Branches  of  their   Profession,   they  shall,   for  the   future,   expect, 
that  in  Calls  of  this  kind,  the  Fee  be  immediately  discharged. 
"  Boston,  Nov.  6,  1781." 

The  Earliest  Recorded  Autopsies  in  America.*^ 

The  earliest  mention  of  an  autopsy  performed  in 
America  is  to  be  found  in  "  An  Account  of  Two  Voy- 
ages to  New  England,"  published  at  London  in  1674  by 
John  Josselyn,  an  Englishman,  who  had  spent  some  time 
in  New  England.    He  writes : 

"A  young  maid  that  was  troubled  with  a  sore  pricking  at  her 
heart,  still  as  she  leaned  her  body  or  stept  down  with  her  foot  to 
the  one  side  or  the  other;  this  maid  during  her  distemper  voided 
worms  of  the  length  of  a  finger,  all  hairy  with  black  heads;  it  so 
fell  out  that  the  maid  dyed ;  her  friends  desirous  to  discover  the 
cause  of  the  distemper  of  her  heart,  had  her  opened,  and  found 
two  crooked  bones  growing  upon  the  top  of  the  heart,  which  as 
she  bowed  her  body  to  the  right  or  left  side  would  job  their  points 
into  one  and  the  same  place,  till  they  had  worn  a  hole  quite 
through." 

Dr.  S.  A.  Green  refers  to  this  case,  and  mentions 
several  others  which  he  found.  Thus,  in  the  records 
of  Roxbury  Church,  on  August  20,  1674,  is  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  John  Bridge,  died  of  ye  Winde  CoUick  and  was  buried  the 
day  following.  His  body  was  opened.  He  had  sundry  small  holes 
in  his  stomach  &  bowels,  &  one  hole  in  his  stomach  yt  a  man's  fist 
might  passe  through,  wch  is  thought  was  rent  wth  vyolent  straining 
to  vomit  the  night  before  he  dyed,  for  the  watchers  observed  jrt 
something  seemed  to  rend  wth  in  him,  and  he  said  of  it  I  am  a  dead 
man." 


••  The  following  account  of  the  autopsies  first  held  in  this  country 
appeared  in  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Journal  for  February  17, 
1900,  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  Journal  for  permission  to  repub- 
lish it 
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Green  also  found  in  the  records  of  the  Essex  County 
Court,  on  leaf  46  of  the  thirtieth  volume,  the  accounts  of 
two  other  autopsies. 

On  June  i,  1676.  an  examination  was  made  of  the  body 
of  Jacob  Goodale  in  ttie  complaint  against  Giles  Corey. 
The  jury's  finding  was: 

"Several  wrung?  lit  hath  had  tltmc  on  his  body,  M  upon  his  left 
arme  and  upon  his  right  thigh,  a  great  bruise,  web  is  very  much 
swold.  and  upon  the  reign  of  his  hacke.  in  colour.  diiTerinKe  from 
the  mhcr  parts  of  his  body  wc  caused  an  incision  to  b«  made  much 
bruised  and  Run  with  a  gelly  and  the  skin  broke  upon  the  outside 
of  each  buttocke. 

"Swornctojo;  j|{?)  ma  76." 

Cotton  Matlier  *'  says  of  this  case : 

"That  about  Seventeen  Years  ago  Giles  Cory  kept  s  man  in  his 
House,  that  was  almost  a  Natural  Fool;  which  Man  Dy'd  sud- 
denly. A  Jury  was  ImpanneVd  upon  him,  ainonK  whmn  wajt  Dr. 
ZoTobbaliel  Endicot ;  who  found  the  man  bruised  tu  Death,  and 
having  dodders  of  BIcod  about  his  Heart," 

The  other  autopsy  was  held  on  May  2,  1678,  and  the 
report  on  the  result  was  made  by  the  "  Chirurgeon :" 

"Sesrch  the  Body  of  one  called  Edward  Bodye;  I  made  tn- 
clsion  upon  the  parte  of  his  Body  which  was  most  suspitious  which 
was  upon  the  Temporall  Muscle;  I  layd  the  Bones  Bcarc;  wee 
could  nott  find  any  fracture  in  the  least  neither  was  the  flesh  in  any 
wise  corrupted  or  putrificd," 

Judge  Sewall,  in  his  Diary,  mentions  an  autopsy  per- 
formed upon  the  body  of  an  Indian  who  had  been  hung. 
The  post-mortem  took  place  on  September  22,  1676. 

Thus  there  are  records  of  at  least  four  autopsies  which 
antedate  tliat  performed  on  the  body  nf  Governor  Slaugh- 
ter, which  is  very  generally  considered  to  have  been  the 
first  of  which  we  have  any  record. 

"  Wonders  of  the  Invisible  World. 


EPIDEMIC  SICKNESS  AND  MORTALITY  IN  NORTH  AMERICA 
FROM  ITS  EARLIEST  DISCOVERY  BY  THE  ENGUSH  TO 
THE  YEAR  iSOO. 

When  one  considers  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  early  immigrants  to  North  America  made  liie  passage 
across  the  ocean,  it  seems  marvellous  that  so  large  a 
number  survived  to  make  the  landing.  In  small,  over- 
crowded ships,  witliout  sanitarj*  equipment,  with  insuffi- 
cient supplies  of  food  and  medicine,  and  the  dreary  length 
of  time  which  was  necessarily  consumed  on  the  voyage, 
the  heavy  mortality  rate  aboard  the  ships  Viras  not  at  all 
to  be  wondered  at. 

Governor  John  Winthrop  left  his  wife  in  England 
when  he  came  to  America,  and  his  letters  to  her  con- 
tained much  sage  advice  as  to  what  she  should  do  when 
she  made  the  voyage  to  join  him.  July  23,  1630,  he 
writes,  after  giving  her  much  counsel  as  to  provisions 
for  the  voyage,  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  "  &  for  the  phy- 
sick  you  shall  need  no  other,  but  a  pound  of  Doctor 
Wrights'  Electuaria  lenitivii,  &  his  direction  to  use  it, 
agallonof  scurvy  grease  to  drinke  a  little  5;  or  6;  mom- 
inges  togither,  wth  some  saltpeter  dissolved  in  it,  &  a 
little  grated  or  sliced  nutmege."  Writing  March  28, 
1631,  he  says,  "  Remember  to  bringe  juice  of  lemons  to 
sea  with  thee,  for  thee  and  thy  company  to  eate  wth  yor 
meate  as  sauce." 

On  November  29,  1630,  he  writes  her  of  the  itiany 
deaths  which  have  occurred  in  the  little  settlement:  "  We 
conceive  that  this  disease  grew  from  ill  diet  at  sea,  & 
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proved  infectious.  I  write  tills  not  to  discourage  thee, 
but  to  warne  thcc  &  others  to  provide  well  for  the  sea 
&  by  Gods  heipe  the  passage  will  be  safe  &  easy  how 
longe  so  ever." 

John  Josselyn  '  advises  voyagers  to  carry  "  juice  of 
Lemons  well  put  up  to  cure,  or  prevent  the  scurvy,"  and 
"  to  prevent  or  take  away  Sea  sickness.  Conserve  of 
Wormwood  is  very  proper,  but  these  following  Troches 
I  prefer  before  it.  First  make  paste  of  Sugar  and  Guni- 
Dragagant  fTragacanth]  mixed  together,  then  mix 
therewth  a  reasonable  quantJtie  of  the  powder  of  Cin- 
namon and  Ginger,  and  if  you  please  a  little  Musk  also, 
and  make  it  up  into  Routes  of  several  fashions,  which 
you  may  gild,  of  this  when  you  are  troubled  in  your 
Stomach,  take  and  eat  a  quantity  according  to  discre- 
tion." 

One  of  the  most  disastrous  attempts  to  take  out  a 
colony  to  the  New  World  was  that  made  by  Francis 
Bluckwell,  one  of  the  leading  Puritans  in  Amsterdam. 
Blackwell  with  his  fellow-emigrants  sailed  for  Virginia 
ill  1618.  There  were  one  hundred  and  eighty  of  them 
crowded  into  a  very  small  vessel.  Disease  broke  out 
among  tliem  and  proved  fatal  to  Blackweli  and  the  cap- 
tain of  the  ship.  By  the  time  Virginia  was  reached  one 
hundred  and  thirty  deaths  had  occurred  on  the  vessel. 
This  fearful  result  of  the  earliest  attempt  made  by  the 
Puritans  to  reach  New  England  in  their  search  for  re- 
ligious liberty  seems  to  have  discouraged  all  efforts  at 
subsequent  attempts  for  some  time,  but  does  not  seem 
to  have  l>een  fruitful  of  much  result  as  an  object-lesson 
how  to  avoid  similar  disasters. 

'  An  AccouTit  of  Two  Voyages  to  New  England,  by  John  Jos- 
sel)^.  Gent,  l^ndon  1674.  Reprinled  in  Massachusetts  Hi^orical 
Society  Collections,  third  icrics,  vol.  Ui. 
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Coming  do%vn  to  a  later  period,  in  1682,  the  ship 

which  brought  William  Peim  to  this  country  lost  thirty 
of  its  C(jm|jaiiy  by  sniall[Jox  on  the  voyage.  The  account 
left  us  by  the  Rev.  Francis  Higginson  of  his  voyage  to 
this  country  stands  out  in  pleasing  contrast  to  almost  all 
of  the  narratives  left  by  his  contemporaries.  The  vessel 
was  the  *'  Lion's  Whelp,"  and  was  apparently  a  staiich 
and  seaworthy  ship,  for  he  says  the  passage  was  "  short 
and  speedy,"  lasting  **  6  weeks  and  3  days."  lie  places 
this  as  among  the  remarkable  things  of  their  passage, 
and  among  others  in  the  same  category, — 

"Tbirtlly,  (lur  |ra.>»age  was  aliwi  hcxithfull  lo  our  passengers, 
being  frc«d  from  the  great  contagion  of  the  scurvic  and  other 
maledictions,  which  in  other  pa^uge^  to  other  ptacci  had  taken 
aw»y  the  iivcs  of  many.  And  yet  we  were  in  all  reason  in  won- 
derful danger  all  the  way,  our  ship  being  greatly  crowded  with 
paisengeri;  but  through  God't  great  goodness  we  had  none  that 
died  of  the  jiockcs  but  that  wicked  fellow  that  scorned  at  fasting 
and  prayer.  There  was  indeed  two  liitle  children,  one  of  my  ownc 
and  another  beside;  but  I  do  not  impute  it  meercly  to  the  passage; 
for  thoy  were  l)o1h  very  sickly  children,  and  not  Hkely  to  have 
lived  long,  if  they  had  not  gone  to  sea.  And  take  this  for  a  rule, 
if  children  l>c  healthful!  when  they  come  to  sea,  the  younger  they 
are  the  better  ihey  will  endure  the  sea,  and  are  not  troubled  with 
seasickness  as  older  people  are.  as  wc  had  experience  in  many 
children  who  went  this  voyage.  My  WifTc  indeed,  in  tossing 
weather,  was  somctliing  ill  by  vomiting,  but  in  calme  weather 
she  recovered  agaync,  and  is  now  much  better  fur  the  sea  sickness. 
And  for  my  ownp  part,  whereas  1  have  for  divers  yeares  past  been 
vcrj-  sickly  and  ready  to  cast  up  whatsoever  I  have  eaten,  and  was 
very  stcke  at  London  and  Grave.'^end,  yet  from  the  tytne  I  came 
on  shipboard  to  this  day,  I  have  been  straungely  healthfull.  And 
now  I  can  digest  our  »hi|)  dielt  very  well,  which  1  could  not  when 
I  was  at  land,  And  indeed  in  this  regard  I  have  great  cauie  to  give 
God  praite,  that  he  hath  made  my  coming  to  be  a  method  to  cure 
me  of  a  wonderful  weak  stomacke  and  conlinunl  payne  of  melan- 
cholly  wynd  from  the  splenc:  Also  divers  children  were  sicke  of 
the  Amall  pockes.  bin  are  safely  recovered  agayne.  and  2  or  3 
passengers  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  voyage  (ell  sicke  of  the 
scurvie,  but  coming  lo  land  recovered  in  a  short  time," 
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After  surviving  the  perils  and  discomforts  of  tlie  voy- 
age and  arriving  in  their  new  country  the  early  settle- 
ments were  so  frequently,  and  so  terribly,  visited  by 
mitbreaks  of  sickness  that  we  find  contemporary  corre- 
spondence and  books  filled  with  interesting  matter  deal- 
ing with  facts  of  medical  interest.  These  sufferings  were 
attributable  largely  to  the  weakened  condition  in  which 
the  i^eople  landed,  partly  to  the  difficulty  in  procuring 
suitable  and  sufficient  food,  partly  to  unwonted  climatic 
conditions,  and  lastly  to  overcrowding  and  other  un- 
sanitary conditions  in  the  first  dwelling-places  they 
erecteti. 

The  first  settlement  established  by  the  English  in  North 
America  was  that  of  Jamestown  iu  Virginia.  The  land- 
ing was  made  April  26.  1607.  after  a  voyage  begun  De- 
cember 20,  1606.  These  colonists  landed  at  a  most 
favorable  season  of  the  year,  when  llie  country  was  in 
the  first  flush  of  spring,  and  were  fairly  well  provided 
with  physical  necessaries  and  comforts  before  the  setting 
in  of  their  first  winter.  They  praised  the  healthfulness 
of  the  country.  WiUiam  Strachey.  who  was  secretary 
and  recorder  of  the  colony.^"  writes  in  praise  of  the 
healthfulness  of  the  climate: 

"  The  temperature  of  this  counuy  doth  well  agree  with  the 
English  constitucions.  betng  somet>Tnc.<(  seasoned  in  the  same, 
which  hath  appeared  unto  us  hy  this  that  albcyt,  by  many  occasioos, 
iiUlodging  at  the  fir^t  (the  poorer  on  Ihc  !)arc  ground  and  the  be^t 
in  such  miserable  cottages  at  the  beil,  as  through  which  the  fer- 
vent piercing  heat  o£  the  sun,  which  there  (it  is  inic)  is  tht-  6rst 
cause  creating  such  sonimer  fevers  anione:st  them,  found  never 
resistance)  hard  fare,  and  their  ownc  judgments  and  saffetie<)  in- 
structing them  to  wurlce  hard  in  the  faint  tyme  of  sommer,  (the 
better  to  be  acommodatcd  and  litied  for  thu  w-ynter,>  they  have 
fallen  sick,  yet  have  they  recovered  agaync,  by  very  small  m canes, 


'Hart's  American  History  told  by  Contemporaries,  vol.  i.  p.  202. 
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without  hcipe  of  fresh  diet,  or  comfort  nf  wholesome  physique, 
there  being  at  the  first  but  few  physique  helpcs,  or  skilfull  surgeons, 
who  knew  huw  to  apply  ihc  right  metliciiic  in  a  tiew  country,  or  to 
search  ihc  quality  ami  con.siitucion  of  the  patient,  and  his  diEteoipirr. 
or  that  knew  how  to  counccll,  when  to  Icit  blood,  or  not.  or  in 
necessity  to  use  a  launce  in  that  office  at  all." 

On  the  other  hand,  George  Percy,  a  brother  of  the 
Earl  of  Northumberland,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
at  Janjestowti.  atid  he  has  left  us  a  very  different  account 
of  the  way  things  went  in  Virginia  during  the  first 
summer  of  the  settlement.* 

"Our   men   were  destroyed   wtfa   cniel    diseases,   as   swellings, 

flixes,  burning  fevers,  and  by  wars,  and  some  departed  sitddenly- 
But  for  the  most  part  they  died  of  mere  famine.  There  were 
uever  EnKlii^hitieii  left  in  a  forciKn  country  in  such  misery  as  we 
were,  in  this  new  discovered  Virginia.  We  watched  every  ihrcc 
Bights  lying  on  the  bare  cold  ground,  what  weather  soever  came: 
warded  all  Ihc  next  day  which  brought  our  men  to  be  most  feeble 
wretches.  Our  food  was  bnt  a  small  can  of  barley  sod  in  water  to  6ve 
men  a  day ;  our  drink  cold  water  taken  out  of  the  river,  v,  hich 
was  at  flood  very  i^alt.  at  a  low  tide  full  of  slime  and  filth,  which 
was  the  destruction  of  many  of  our  men.  Thus  we  lived  for  the 
space  of  five  months  in  this  miserable  disirc*s,  not  having  five 
able  men  to  man  cur  biilwurks  u[ii>ri  any  ncczsion.  If  i1  h»d  not 
pleased  God  to  put  a  terror  in  the  savage's  hearts,  we  had  all 
perished  by  those  wild  and  cruel  pagans,  being  in  that  weak  estate 
as  we  were:  our  men  night  and  day  groaning  in  every  comer  of 
[he  fort  most  pitiful  to  bear.  If  there  were  any  conscience  in 
men.  it  would  make  Iheir  heart«  bleed  t>i  hear  the  pitiful  murmur- 
ing* and  outcries  of  our  sick  men.  without  relief  e\-cry  night  and 
day  for  the  space  of  six  weeks;  some  departing  out  of  the  world, 
manny  times  three  or  four  in  a  night,  in  the  morning  their  bodies 
trained  out  of  their  cabins  like  dogi  to  be  buried." 

According  to  Purchas,  three  thousand  five  hundred  and 
seventy  emi^ants  arrived  in  Virginia  during  the  years 
1619,  1620,  and  1621.     Before  these  arrived  tliere  were 


•  Tyler,  History  of  American  Literature,  vol.  i. 
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six  hundred  settlers  there,  so  that  the  total  number  of 
settlers  of  that  colony  up  to  1621  has  been  estimated  at 
four  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy.  In  the  Indian 
war  of  t622  three  hundred  and  forty-nine  whites  were 
killed,  but  by  1624  the  total  number  of  the  settlers  was 
but  eighteen  hundred.  This  shows  a  very  heavy  rate  of 
mortality,  especially  when  it  is  considered  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  colonists  were  adult  males. 

Among  the  first  events  of  interest  connected  with  the 
history  of  their  new  country  which  the  Puritans  learned 
on  landing  at  Plymouth  in  1620,  was  that  the  region  in 
which  tliey  found  themselves  liad  recently  been  almost 
depopulated  of  its  native  inhabitants  by  a  dreadful  plagiie. 
Shortly  after  they  had  founded  their  settlement  an  Indian 
entered  it,  who  caused  them  much  astonishment  by  bid- 
ding them  "  welcome"  in  English.  This  Indian  was  the 
ever- to-be- remembered  Samoset,  who  was  of  such  great 
service  subsequently  as  interpreter  to  the  colony.  He  had 
acquired  some  knowledge  of  English  from  the  fishermen 
on  the  Maine  coast.  Bradford  *  says  that  Samoset  in- 
fonncd  the  Pilgrims  that  the  place  where  they  had  settled 
was  called  Patuxct,  "  and  that  about  four  years  ago  (in 
1617),  all  the  inhabitants  had  died  of  an  extraordinary 
plague,  and  there  is  neither  man,  woman,  nor  child  re- 
maining, as  indeed  we  have  found  none."  Daniel  Goo- 
kin,'  in  his  account  of  the  various  Indian  tribes  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, refers  to  the  teriWe  ravages  of  this  plague. 
Writing  of  the  tribe  known  as  the  Pawkunnawkutts.  he 
says,— 


'  A  Relation  or  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Planiation  at 
Plymouth, 

'  Historiokl  CollecliotiH  oE  ihc  Indian<t  of  New  England,  etc 
Reprinted  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Collections,  first 
series,  vol.  L  p.  148. 
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"Tbifl  people  were  a  poieni  nation  in  former  time&,  and  could 
ruse  SB  the  most  credible  and  ancient  Indians  affirm,  about  three 
thou^aod  men  ...  a  very  ^cat  nuint>cr  of  thrm  were  swept  away 
by  an  epidemical  and  unwonlH  5icknC5!i,  An.  1612  and  1613,  .  .  . 
about  seven  or  eight  years  before  the  English  first  arrix'cd  in  those 
parts  to  iettle  ilie  colony  of  New  Plymouth,  Thereby  divine  provi- 
dence made  way  for  the  (|uiet  and  peaceable  iicttlemcnt  of  the 
English  in  those  nation*.  What  thi«  disease  wa^  that  so  generally 
and  mortally  swept  away,  not  only  these  but  other  Indian'',  ihctr 
neighbors,  I  cannot  well  learn.  Doubtless  it  was  some  pestilential 
di»ease.  I  have  discoursed  witVi  some  old  lEidian.s,  lliat  were  then 
youths:  who  say.  that  the  Imdies  all  over  were  exceeding  yellow, 
describing  it  by  a  yellow  garment  they  showed  me.  both  before  they 
died  and  afterwards." 

?Ie  then  speaks  of  the  Massacht: setts,  the  next  great 
ptn^ple  tt>  the  northward  of  the  Pawkunnawkutts.  They 
had  at  one  time  been  able  to  muster  three  thousand  fight- 
ing men,  but  the  plague  had  fallen  on  tliem  also,  and 
reduced  their  number  to  three  hundred  fighting  men. 
Of  the  Pawtuckets, — 

"  They  were  also  a  considerable  people  heretofore,  about  three 
thousand  men,  .  .  .  But  they  also  were  alnioit  totally  destroyed 
hy  Ihc  great  sicknct*  before  mentioned;  so  that  at  this  day  they 
are  not  above  two-bundrcd  and  fifty  inen,  besides  women  and 
childrcD." 

It  will  he  observed  thai  Gookin  gives  the  date  of  the 
epidemic  as  1612-13,  ^^^  ''^  undoubtedly  has  reference 
to  the  same  epidemic  which  we  know  to  have  occurred 
in  1616-17.  We  know  as  little  to-day  concerning  the 
real  nature  of  this  sickness  as  Gookin  did  in  his  time. 
By  some  it  has  been  supposed  to  have  been  yellow  fever, 
because  of  the  yellow  discoloration  of  the  skin,  but  this 
supposition  cannot  be  correct,  as  it  prevailed  in  the  midst 
of  a  severe  winter,  and  it  was  not  apparently  capable  of 
contagion  to  the  English  who  were  exposed  to  it.  There 
is  some  interesting  testimony  on  this  point  by  Sir  Fcrdi- 
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nando  Gorges."  He  speaks  of  the  Indians  being  "  sore 
afflicted  with  the  plague,  so  that  the  country  was  in  a 
manner  left  void  of  inhahitants.  Notwithstanding  Vines 
an<l  the  rest  with  him  that  lay  in  the  cabins  with  those 
people  that  died,  some  more,  some  less  mightily,  (blessed 
bt;  God  for  it)  not  one  of  them  ever  felt  ihelr  heads  to 
ache  while  they  stayed  there."  Some  have  thought  that 
this  plague  must  have  been  an  outbreak  of  smallpox,  but 
the  proof  seems  concUisive  that  it  was  not.  In  the  first 
place.  Vines  and  his  men  could  hardly  have  slept  in  the 
cabins  of  those  who  were  sick  and  yet  all  of  them  escape 
the  contagion;  secondly,  in  the  year  1633-34  smallpox 
swept  nflf  both  colonists  and  Indians  in  large  numbers, 
and  Governor  Bradford  says  the  Indians  feared  it  much 
mure  than  *'  the  plague;"  and.  thirdly,  if  the  disease  had 
been  smallpox  surely  some  of  the  Englishmen  who  saw 
the  sick  Indians  would  liave  recognized  it  as  such,  for 
smallpox  was  a  disease  with  which  at  tiiat  time  all  Eng- 
glislimen  were  sadly  familiar,  it  being  constantly  present 
in  their  communities, 

S.  A.  Green'  has  in  an  appendix  printed  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  a  letter  which,  written  by  so  eminent  a 
student  of  Indian  lore,  would  seem  quite  conclusive.  It 
was  addressed  to  Dr.  Green  after  Mr.  Trumbull  had  read 
the  former's  address  before  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society  in  1881 : 

"I  see  that  you  incline  to  the  belief  that  the  'prodigious  pesti- 
lence' which  mad«  room  for  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth,  wa4  the 
smallpox,  and  not  the  yellow- fever.  1  have  not  a  copy  of  Winslow's 
'  Good  Ncwcs'  within  reach  this  evening,  and  I  do  not  recollect  his 
statement  tliat  you  cite,  that  the  same  disease  prevailed  a«  tate  as 


"Brief   Narration,   etc.,    Massachusetts    Historical    Society   Col- 
lections, third  scries,  voL  vi. 
'  Centennial  .\ddrc«. 


72 


THE   HISTORY  OF   MEDICINE 


NovCinl>er,  l6a2.  This  statemenl  may  be  conclusive  against  yellow- 
fever.  Roger  Williams,  in  '  Key,'  ch.  xxxi.  shows,  however,  that 
the  Indians  had  disiinct  names  for  the  'great  plague*  and  'the 
(.small)  110X-'  I  have  indicated,  in  my  edition  of  the  'Key.'  p.  2II, 
the  composition  of  the  name  for  the  'plagtie,'  which  agrees  exactly 
with  the  description  of  it  that  the  Indiam  gave  lo  Oookin.  '  Wesau- 
ashaui,"  which  Williams  translates,  '  He  halh  the  pla^e,*  literally 
signifies  '  he  is  badly  yellow.'  and  the  name  for  the  disease  itself, 
wcsauashauonck,  is  "  a  bad  yellowing.*  or,  '  being  badly  ycHow."  I 
am  not  (jtiite  certain  of  the  »i){nificatiun  of  the  Indian  name  for  the 
jnuUpoK,  Mamaskishauonck,  but  this  name  is  still  in  ase — ^uader 
various  dialectic  variations — by  several,  perhaps  by  all  Algonlnn 
tribes.  For  the  Narraganset  Xfamaskishaui,  '  he  h.is  the  smallpox.' 
the  Chippcways  have  Omaniakisi,  and  for  the  name  of  the  disease, 
Mamakift'witi,  (The  loud,  by  tlic  way,  ix  named  by  the  Chippc- 
ways. Omakiki.  probably  from  bis  warty  skin.)  Id  the  wcstcni 
Cree,  the  verb  becomes  omikt-u,  and  ilic  noun,  omikiwiu,— which  is 
used  as  a  name  for  Psora,  as  well  as  for  the  small-pox,  and  also 
enters  into  the  composition  of  leprosy,  and  is  nearly  related  to  the 
names  for  measles  and  scarlatina.  In  itie  western  dialects,  the 
derivation  of  these  names  seems  plainly  enough  to  he  from  a  root 
denoting  redness:  and  if  so.  the  Narragansett  (and  Massachusetts) 
name  for  the  small-pox  mu-it  have  been  derived  from  that  of  some 
cariier-known  disease,  which  signifies  'redness  of  skin'  or  'eruption' 
(Psora?),  by  intensive  reduplication  and  die  suHix  denoting  bad- 
ness,— so  as  to  give  the  meaning  of  a  '  very  great  bad  redness'  or 
cutaneous  eruption. 

"As  I  have  said.  Roger  Williams  shows  that  the  small-pox  and 
'the  great  plagiie,'  were  distinguished  hy  the  Inrlians  of  New  Eng- 
land by  different  names.  They  told  him.  1637-43,  of  '  the  last  pox' 
and  '  the  great  Oiterally  the  last)  plague,'  and  diagnosed  the  two 
as  well  as  they  conld  by  single  words;  'the  late  great  eruption* 
and  'the  late  great  yellowing,  or  yellowness.'  Eliot  evidently 
identified  the  '  yetlowinfr'  with  a  '  fever,'— for  while  he  uses  wesau- 
shaonk  for  '  pestilence,'  in  Psalm  xci.  3,  6.  and  Luke  xxi.  1 1,  and  for 
'  plague'  (rarely)  as  in  Luke  vii.  21.  he  also  u»es  the  verb  vesoshau, 
for  '  she  was  sick  of  a  fever.'  in  Matthew  viii.  14,  Mark  i,  30, 
"Very  truly  yours 

•■  J.  H.  TatiMBtnx." 

Winterbotham  *  says  the  diseases  most  prevalent  in 
New  England  were  "  Alvine  fluxes.  St.  Anthony's  fire, 
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asthma,  atrophy,  catarrh,  colic,  inHammatory,  slow,  ner- 
vous, and  mixed  fevers,  pulmonary  consumption,  quinzy, 
and  rheunuLtism." 

The  Pilgrim  Fathers  landed  at  Plymouth  in  the  latter 
part  of  December,  1620.  Three  months  later,  out  of  one 
hundred  who  had  landed  but  fifty  survived.  Bradford  " 
attributed  this  mortality  to  "being  Infected  with  ye 
Scurvie  and  other  diseases,  which  this  long  vioage  &  their 
Tnacomodate  condition  had  brought  upon  them;  so  as 
tliere  dyed  some  times  2  or  3  of  a  day,  in  ye  foresaid 
time." 

C.  F.  Adams  '*  writes  as  follows  of  the  unsanitary  con- 
ditions which  prevailed  at  Charlestown,  where  the  first 
emigrants  who  came  to  Boston  were  settled  before  going 
to  the  latter  place : 

"  A  state  of  thinics  better  calculated  to  breed  sickness  couM  not 
well  have  existed.  Several  hundred  men,  women  ami  children  were 
crowded  together  in  a  narrow  Kpace,  almost  without  shelter,  and 
with  uiiaccu!)iomed  and  improper  lood.  .  .  .  When  ilicy  arrived  Ihey 
had  been  living  for  months  on  shiitboard.  fed  nu  that  ^.-ilt  meat  which 
was  then  ihc  only  sea  fare.  Their  systems  had  become  reduced  and 
the  scur\7  had  broken  out.  They  were  in  no  comlilioii  to  bear 
exposure.  Then,  landed  suddenly  in  midsummer,  they  had  their 
first  experience  of  a  climate  quite  different  from  that  which  they 
bad  knijwti  before. — a  climate  of  excessive  heat  and  sudden  change. 
Their  clothing  was  not  adapted  to  it.  As  a  mailer  of  course  dysen- 
tery and  all  sorts  of  bowel  complaints  began  to  appear.  These  they 
did  not  know  how  to  treat,  and  they  made  things  worse  by  the 
gait  food  to  which  they  doubtless  rccarred  when  they  found  that 
an  improper  use  of  the  berries  and  natural  fruits  of  the  country 
C3U!;cd  the  disorders  under  which  they  suffered.  Their  camp,  loo, 
could  not  have  been  properly  policed.  ...  By  degrees  the  hill  at 
Charlestown,  cox-crcd  with  decaying  vegetable  and  animal  matter, 
became  imfit  for  human  habitation ;   the  air  reeked  with  foul  odors." 

Dr.  Fuller  came  over  from  Plymouth  to  try  and  help 
them   in  tlieir  plight,  but   he  wrote  back   in   de.<tpair, 

'History  of  the  Plymouth  Plantation. 
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"  Many  arc  sick,  and  many  arc  dead,  the  Lord  in  mercy 
lcx>k  upon  them.  ...  I  liere  but  lose  lime  ami  long  to 
be  home."  Finally,  after  every  family  in  the  settlement 
had  lost  at  least  one  of  its  members,  the  emigrants  moved 
over  to  the  healthy  location  on  which  now  stands  Boston. 
The  Quaker.s  and  Swedes,  who  coni|X).sed  the  bulk  of 
the  settlers  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  seem  to 
have  had  a  much  more  comfortable  time  in  making  their 
first  settlements  than  did  the  emigrants  who  had  settled 
New  England  or  Virginia.  Tliere  were  many  good  rea- 
sons for  this.  The  settlements  were  not  made  until  many 
years  after  those  fartlier  north  and  soutli,  and  the  colo- 
nists profited  greatly  by  the  experiences  of  those  who 
had  gone  before.  The  expeditions  were  sent  out  in 
a  much  more  deliberate  manner;  and  hence  the  ships 
afforded  better  accommodations  and  carried  better  assort- 
ments of  the  articles  needed  by  the  settlers  than  did 
those  of  the  previous  years.  The  emigrants,  or  at  least 
those  who  sent  them  out,  were,  as  a  rule,  men  of  more 
worldly  substance  than  the  New  England  settlers.  Not 
that  there  were  not  many  wealthy  colonists  in  New  Eng- 
land, such  as  John  Wlnthrnp  and  Isaac  Johnson,  but 
there  was  a  more  even  distribution  of  wealth  among  the 
Swedes  and  Quakers,  very  few  of  whom,  except  the  ar- 
ticled serx-ants,  were  very  poor  men,  though  few  of  them 
were  very  rich.  Of  course,  also,  the  climate  was  not  so 
rigorous  as  that  nf  Mas.sachu3etts. 


Smallpox. 
Let  us  begin  our  consideration  of  the  well-defined  epi- 
demics which  devastated  the  colonies  by  the  consideration 
of  the  disease  which  was  so  awful  an  inmate  of  almost  all 
the  homes  of  the  period  at  one  time  or  another,  but  which 
science  has  now  practically  shorn  of  its  terrors. 
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The  very  first  raedicaJ  poUkatian  in  Kordi  Ameria 
was  a  "  Brief  Kulc  to  gnide  the  Coainioa  People  of  Kew- 
EngJand-  How  lo  order  themselves  and  theirs  in  the 
Small  Pocks,  or  Maadx,"  by  Thavcas  Thacbtr.  a  dcr^- 
tnan.  who  also  practised  medicine,  in  tfae  town  ol  Bostoa. 
He  published  it  in  1677. 

The  early  settlers  of  New  Engiand  seemed  to  thiaJc 
that,  though  a  great  hardship  that  they  tbemsrires  dioald 
suffer  tuna  sntallpoK,  ne\'ertheless  the  dccimatiop  of  die 
Indian  tribes  by  it  was  a  providential  intcfposirioo  of 
God  on  belialf  of  the  in^at  colonics. 

Thus  Love'*  quotes  Amos  Adams's  fast-day  sermon 
of  April  16,  1769.  in  which  he  says.  "  and  lest  after  all, 
the  savages  should  prove  too  hard  for  them,  in  1633  the 
small  pox  made  dreadful  havock  anxmg  them  and  swept 
away  almost  whole  plantations  of  Indians." 

In  1663  the  Dutch  colony  of  N'ew  Netherlands  was 
visited  by  floods  and  an  earthquake  and  by  a  most  malig- 
nant epidemic  of  smallpox,  which  was  of  a  \*inilent  char- 
acter and  spread  through  the  colony  with  great  rapidity, 
so  that  on  April  4  they  held  a  fast-day  for  deliverance 
from  all  these  e%*il5. 

In  1666  smallpox  pre\'ailed  throug^iout  New  England, 
having  been  brought  over  from  England,  which  at  that 
time  was  being  swept  by  an  efHdemic  of  the  disease. 

In  1677  and  1678  smallpox  was  very  prevalent,  and 
fost-days  were  held  to  avert  its  ra\'agcs. 

The  month  of  rebruar>',  1689-90,  found  the  people 
of  Massachusetts  agitated  about  the  pre\'alencc  of  the 
smallpox  and  a  descent  of  the  French  and  Indians  on 
Schenectady.  These  were  the  main  causes  mentioned 
in  the  proclamation  for  a  fast  on  March  6  of  that  year. 


"  Fail  and  Tluiilc»|ri«-iiig  Daya  in  New  England. 
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The  smallpox,  however,  increased  in  virulence,  and 
subsequently,  on  July  lo,  another  public  fast  was  held 
by  order  of  the  Cieneral  Court  "  in  regard  of  ye  troubis 
yt  weer  upon  us  and  ye  wars  with  French  &  Indians 
and  ye  sickness  yt  weer  amongst  us  as  ye  feavor  & 
smallpox." 

On  February  23.  1692-93,  the  colonists  held  a  thanks- 
giving day  for  the  cessation  of  this  scourge.*^ 

In  1702  smallpox  raged  in  Boston  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  General  Court  assembled  at  Cambridge.  It  was 
in  many  cases  accompanied  by  a  "  scarlet  eruption," 
which  rendered  its  diagnosis  from  scarlet  fever  very 
dimcult. 

But  science  was  soon  to  deprive  this  terrible  enemy  of 
much  of  its  virulence.  One  of  those  great  steps  was 
to  be  taken  which  have  so  often  marked  the  path  of 
science  in  its  battle  with  disease. 

To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  of  Boston,  is  to  be 
ascribed  the  first  suggestion  in  this  country  of  the  use 
of  inoculation  to  combat  the  ravages  of  smallpox. 

In  April,  1721.  Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montague  re- 
luming to  England  from  Turkey  introduced  to  her 
countrymen  the  practice  of  inoculation  for  smallpox, 
which  had  long  prevailed  among  the  Turks. 

In  1717  Dr.  Woodward  communicated  to  the  Royal 
Society  a  description  of  the  practice  of  inoculation  among 
the  Turks,  written  by  an  Italian  named  Timoni,  and  in 
the  same  volume,  No.  xxix.,  of  the  "  Philosophical  Trans- 
actions of  the  Royal  Society,"  there  appeared  another 
account  of  the  Turkish  metliod  by  Dr.  Pylarini. 

These  communications  were  read  by  the  Rev,  Cotton 
Mather,  of  Boston.    At  that  time  smallpox  was  epidemic 
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June  27,  1721,  oolr  two  iHfWithf  later  than  the  intro- 
daction  uf  the  pracbce  into  FnghnH  Dr.  Boylston  in- 
oculated his  only  mo.  a  hof  of  tliirteea,  and  two  negro 
servants.     The  jiteupts  imved  cxmqileteljr  successful. 

Hutcfaimoa  *•  sajt, — 

"  1b  the  jreu  1721,  xkd  fra  gart  ai  1722,  Dr.  Bo^iston  inoculated 
347  pertoei,  aad  jp  wtfc  taocnbted  bf  oAo-  pcraoo*  in  Boston  and 
■widmtj.  Oi  ihu  00060  oatr  6  diedl  aad  Kvcnl  of  thote  were 
to  hare  taikcH  the  f"V*^  bdorc  isocolaiion.  In  the 
pwiod  5J59  toal(  the  dbeue  ihe  auonl  wtf.  of  whom  844 
rdici.  aad  auor  of  ihoie  who  fenorefcj  were  left  with  hroken  c(in- 
[attattioas  aod  fitfignrcid  oioBlanaBeK.* 

Of  the  six  deaths  the  following  explanation  WM 
offered:" 


'Hunan  of  MittadiaMtts. 

"Cnxilahiok.  Hinorr  ai  VudnalKML  A  quoUlion  from  Boyl- 
CO.  Aa  Historical  Acconai  of  tbe  Small  Pox  inoculated  in  New 
>Eacbwl  Bpon  all  torts  of  Persooi.  Whites.  Bbcka,  and  of  uti  A|«« 
'aod  Caonitntiau.  1726. 


"  And  as  to  those  who  died  under  Inoculation,  I  would  observe 
tlial  Mrs.  Doxwelt,  we  have  great  reaiion  to  believe  vtis  infected 
before,  Mr.  White  tliro'  splenetic  dcluEions,  died  rather  from 
abstincHL-e  than  the  Small  Fox.  Mr».  ScarborotiKb  and  the  liidiau 
girl  died  of  accidcntB  by  taking  cold.  Mrs.  Wells  and  Scarle  were 
persons  worn  out  with  Age  and  Disease,  and  very  likely  these  two 
were  infcclcd  before." 

Crookshank,  however,  thinks  the  deaths  were  attrib- 
utable to  Boylston's  method  of  performing  the  operation, 
which  was  as  follows : 

"Take  your  Medicine  or  Pus  from  llie  ripe  pustules  of  the  Small 
Pox  of  the  distinct  kind,  cither  from  thoac  in  the  natural  way.  or 
trom  the  inoculated  sort,  provided  the  person  be  otherwise  healthy 
and  the  matler  good.  My  way  (.if  taking  it  is  ihusi  Take  a  fine 
cut,  sharp  Cooclipick  (which  will  not  put  the  person  in  any  fear,  as  % 
Lancet  will  do  nnany>.  and  open  the  Pock  on  one  side,  and  pre&s 
the  Boil,  and  scoop  the  matter  on  yonr  qnill.  and  so  on." 

But  the  persecution  which  hefell  Mather  and  Boy!ston 
and  those  who  supported  inoculation  is  almost  incredible. 
Almost  every  medical  man  of  the  city  joined  in  repro- 
bating the  practice  and  vilifying  the  personal  character 
of  those  who  had  introduced  it.  The  clerg>'  and  the 
newspapers  took  up  the  hue-and-cry,  and  finally  the 
Legislature  and  the  courts  toiak  a  hand  in  the  effort  to 
suppress  a  tncasurc  of  such  incalculable  value  to  the  com- 
munity. A  East  and  furious  pamphlet  war  was  precipi- 
tated, and  the  current  literahire  teemed  with  articles  for 
and  against  the  practice.  Many  pioiis.  respectable  jwr- 
sonagcs  were  of  the  opinion  that  should  any  one  of  his 
patients  die  the  doctor  should  be  hung  for  murder. 

Crookshank  quotes  the  following  manifesto  as  giving 
a  severe  blow  to  the  practice  of  inoculation: 

"At  R  meeting  by  Public  Authority  in  the  Town-house  of  Boston 
before  hi.s  Majesty's  Justices  nf  the  Peace  and  the  Select-Men;  the 
Practitioners  of  Physick  and  Surgery  being  called  before  them  con- 
cerning Inoculation,  agreed  to  the  following  conclusion:^ 
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"A  resolve  upon  a  Debate  held  by  the  Physicians  of  Boston  con- 
cerning Inoculating  tlic  Small  Pox,  on  ihc  twenty  first  day  of  July, 
17^1.  It  appears  by  numcruus  Instances,  That  it  has  pruv'd  th« 
Death  of  many  Persons  soon  after  the  Operation,  and  brought  Dis- 
tetnpcrs  upon  many  others,  which  have  in  the  end  prwv'd  faial  to  them. 
That  the  natural  tendency  of  infusing  such  malignant  Filth  in  the 
Masi  of  Blood,  is  to  corrupt  and  putrify  it.  and  if  there  be  act 
a  sufficient  Discharge  of  Ihe  Malignity  by  the  Place  of  Encision  or 
^ewhere,  it  lays  a  Foundation  for  many  dangerous  Diseases. 

"That  the  Operation  tends  to  spread  and  continue  the  Infection 
in  &  Place  longer  than  it  might  otherwise  be. 

"That  the  continuing  the  Operation  among  us  is  likely  to  pronre 
of  mtmt  dangerous  Consequence. 

"By  the  Select- Men  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  July  aand, 

"  The  number  of  Persons.  Men.  Women,  and  Children.  iTiat 
have  dic<l  of  the  Small  Pnx  at  Boston,  from  the  middle  of  Apiil 
last  (being  brought  here  then  by  the  Saltcrtuda's  Fleet)  to  the  *jrd 
of  thiK  instant  July  (bring  ihr  hottest  and  the  worst  Sea:ton  of  the 
Year  to  have  any  Distemper  inK  are  vir.,  2  Men  Strangers,  3  Men, 
3  Young  Men,  3  Women,  4  Children,  i  Negro  Man,  i  Negro 
Woman,  and  1  Indian  Woman,  17  in  all;  of  those  that  have  had  it, 
I  some  arc  well  recovered,  and  others  in  a  hopeful  and  fair  Way  of 
Recovery."  " 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Walter,  a  minister  in  Roxbiiry,  and 
nephew  of  the  Rev.  Cotton  Mather,  had  been  inoculated 
at  Dr.  Mather's  house  in  Boston.  One  morning  at  about 
three  o'clock  a  bomb  was  thrown  into  the  chamber  of 
his  uncle's  house,  in  which  he  was  lodged,  but  the  fuse 
broke  off  as  it  was  hurled  through  the  window.  Attached 
to  the  shell  was  found  a  scurrilous  message. 

Dr.  Boylston  was  assaulted  in  the  streets,  attempts 
were  made  to  bum  his  house,  and  once  a  bomb  was 
thrown  into  the  parlor  in  which  his  wife  was  sitting. 

The  House  of  Representatives  passed  a  bill  prohibit- 
ing inoculation  under  severe  penalties,  but  it  never  be- 
came a  law.  Many  clergymen  denoimced  the  practice 
from  their  pulpits  as  immoral. 


"Hutchinson's  History  of  Massacbusetl*. 
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The  Ncti-  England  Courant.  published  by  James  Frank- 
lin with  his  brother  Benjamin,  took  a  very  active  part  in 
the  opposition  to  inoculation.  Its  columns  fairly  teemed 
with  denunciatory  utterances. 

Subsequently  Benjamin  Franklin  became  one  of  the 
strongest  advocates  of  inoculation. 

In  his  Autobiography  he  relates  that  in  1736  he  lost 
a  son,  "A  fine  boy  of  four  years  old,  by  the  snialtpox, 
taken  in  the  common  way.  I  long  regretted  him,  and 
still  regret  that  I  had  not  given  it  to  him  by  inoculation. 
This  I  mention  for  the  sake  of  parents  who  omit  that 
operation,  on  the  snpposition  that  they  should  never  for- 
give themselves,  if  a  child  <iied  under  it,  nty  example 
showing  that  the  regret  may  be  the  same  cither  way, 
and  tlierefore  that  tlie  safer  should  be  chosen." 

When  in  London  in  1759  he  wrote  for  Dr.  William 
Heberdeen,  the  great  physician  of  that  city,  an  account 
of  his  observations  on  the  results  of  inoculation  upon 
smallpox  in  America,  which  is  of  such  interest  and  pre- 
sents such  a  common-sense  epitome  of  the  status  of  the 
practice  of  inoculation  at  that  time  that  I  reprint  it  in 
its  entirety  at  the  end  of  this  chapter." 

The  most  prominent  among  Dr.  Boylston's  assailants 
was  Dr.  William  Douglas,  a  very  eminent  Scotch  physi- 
cian located  in  Boston.  He  seems  to  have  been  a  man 
of  much  learning,  but  possessed  of  great  conceit  in  his 
own  abilities  and  of  a  most  outrageous  temper,  and,  from 
the  part  he  took  in  this  contest,  not  over-scrupulous  in 
the  weapons  he  employed  against  his  adversaries.  He 
was  assisted  in  hts  persecution  of  Dr.  Boylslon  by  Dr. 
Lawrence  Dalhonde,  a  Frenchman,  who  had  a  consider- 
able practice  in  the  city.      Thacher  prints  a  deposition 

**  Note  A  at  tnd  of  chapter. 
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made  by  Dalhonde  before  two  magfistrates  of  Boston, 
which  T  reprint  at  the  end  of  this  chapter  as  showing" 
the  maticioMS  mendacity  of  Dr.  Boylston's  opponents." 

It  is  pleasant  to  record,  however,  that  Dr.  Boylston's 
meritorious  efforts  to  Iwnefit  humanity  met  with  their 
just  reward.  The  results  obtained  by  inoculation  were 
such  as  to  convince  most,  even  of  its  btlteresi  opponents, 
of  the  utility  of  the  practice,  and  Dr.  Boylston  accord- 
ingly became  as  much  belauded  as  formerly  his  char- 
acter and  motives  had  been  besmirched.  Sir  Hans  Sloane, 
the  distinguished  English  scientist,  extended  the  doctor 
an  invitation  to  visit  him  in  London,  which  he  accepted. 
After  his  arrival  in  that  city  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Royal  Society,  the  first  .Ajiierican,  Thacher  l^elieves, 
who  ever  received  that  honor.  He  published  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Royal  Society  an  account  of  his  method  of 
inoculation,  which  was  afterwards  republished  in  Boston. 
According"  to  Woodville,'*  Boylston  was  the  first  to  dis- 
cover that  the  tncnljation  period  of  inoculation  was  shorter 
than  that  of  smallpox. 

Inoculation  for  smallpox  was  apparently  confined 
solely  to  Boston  and  its  immediate  vicinity  fur  some  years 
after  the  first  use  of  it.  In  1730  smallpox  was  epidem.ic 
in  Philadelphia,  and  Watson''  quotes  from  the  Petittsyt- 
vania  Gazette  of  March  4,  1730,  the  following  interest- 
ing item: 

"The  practice  of  inoculation  for  ilic  smallpox  begins  to  grow 
among  us.  J.  Growdcn.  Esq..  the  first  patient  of  note,  is  now  upon 
r«overy,  having  had  none  but  the  most  favorable  symptoms  during 
the  whole  course  of  tin-  itisteinper,  which  i«  mentioned  to  show  how 
groundless  all  those  reporis  arc  that  have  been  spread  througti  the 
Province  10  the  contrary." 


"  Set'  Note  B  at  end  of  chapter. 
"Crookshank,  loc.  cit. 
"Annals  of  Philadelphia. 
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Previous  to  this  time  many  attempts  had  been  made 
to  prejudice  the  public  mind  against  the  practice.  The 
Weekly  Mercury  for  the  ist  of  January,  1722,  reprinted 
a  sermon  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Masley,  who,  according  to 
Watson,  "  preached  and  published  against  the  inoculation 
of  (he  smallpox,  whiclt  he  calls  '  an  unjustifiable  act,  an 
infliction  of  an  evil,  and  a  distrust  of  God's  overruling 
care,  to  procure  us  a  i>ossible  future  good.' " 

Norris""  mentions  Franklin's  conversion  to  a  belief 
in  the  utility  of  inoculation,  and  quotes  from  his  news- 
paper: 

"  T)ic  amalliiox  has  tjuilc  left  iVie  city,  the  number  of  those  that 
died  here  oi  that  di-ttemper  is  exactly  288.  and  no  more ;  si.Kty-four 
of  the  number  were  negroes;  if  these  may  be  valued  one  with 
anuihcr  4t  £jo  per  heatd,  the  loss  to  the  city  in  that  article  is  near 
£2,000." 

Norris  mentions  that  during  the  epidemic  which  pre- 
vailed in  Philadelphia  in  1736  and  1737  the  opposition 
to  inoculation  was  still  very  considerable,  as  but  one 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  persons  were  inoculated.  Of 
this  number  but  one,  an  infant,  died. 

In  1738  smallpox  was  introduced  into  South  Carolina 
by  an  African  slave-ship,  and  Mr.  Mowbray,  a  surgeon, 
combated  the  outbreak  by  inoculation. 

In  1764,  when  smallpox  was  again  epidemic  in  Boston, 
three  thousand  persons  were  successfully  inoculated,  the 
success  of  the  inoculations  being  attributed  to  a  prepara- 
tory course  of  treatment  with  mercurials  and  antimony, 
nndcrgonc  by  the  patient  before  the  operation. 

This  preparatory  treatment  was  as  follows :  -* 

**  The  night  before  you  inoculate,  give  a  few  grains  of  calomel 
well  levigated  with  a  like  quantity  of  diaphoretic  antimony  un- 
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washed,  proportioning  the  quantity  of  calomel  to  ibe  constitution 
of  your  patient;  from  four  grains  to  ten  for  a  grown  person,  and 
from  one  to  three  for  a  cliiid,  to  be  made  up  into  a  bolus  or  simple 
piU  with  a  little  conserve  of  roses  or  any  common  syrup.  The  next 
morning  give  a  ifurgt  of  the  pulvis  cornadiine,  made  with  equal 
parts  of  diaphoretic  antimony,  scommany  and  cream  of  tartar. 
Repeat  the  bolus  or  pill  three  time;-,  that  is,  once  every  other  night 
after  inoculation ;  and  on  tlic  fifth  day  give  a  dose  of  Boerhaavc's 
golden  sulphur  of  antimony;  about  four  grains  of  it  for  a  grown 
person,  with  two  or  three  grains  of  calomel  made  imo  a  small  pill 
will  operate  as  a  vomil  and  purge  at  the  iame  time.  In  ihc  inter- 
mediate days,  give  two  or  three  papers  of  the  following  powders; 
diaphoretic  antimony,  ten  grains;  sal.  priincl.  six  grains;  calomel, 
one  gr^in,  mixed  together  (for  a  grown  per>on)  and  one  fourth  part 
of  a  paper  for  a  child.  These  powders  are  to  be  continued  until 
the  variolus  or  small-pox  is  over;  and  while  the  fever  is  high,  let 
your  patient  drink  a  cup  of  whey  two  or  three  times  a  d.iy;  the 
whey  to  be  made  of  cream  of  tartar  instead  of  rennet,  and  those  that 
are  of  full  habit  should  be  blooded  once  or  twice  within  the  drat 
eight  days,  and  must  abstain  from  all  spirituous  liquors,  and  from 
meat  of  all  kinds,  broth,  s.aH  and  butter." 

The  opposition  to  inoculation  was  very  vehement  in 
New  York,  and  on  June  6,  1747.  Governor  Clinton  issued 
a  proclamation  "  strictly  prohibiting  and  forbidding  all 
and  every  of  the  Doctors,  Physicians,  Surgeons,  and 
Practitioners  of  Physick,  and  all  and  every  other  person 
within  this  Province,  to  inoculate  for  the  small  pox  any 
person  or  persons  within  the  City  and  County  of  New 
York,  on  pain  of  being  prosecuted  to  the  utmost  rigour 
of  the  law." 

We  find  the  custom  of  inoculation  progressively  gained 
ground  as  years  passed  on.  each  succeeding  outbreak  of 
smallpox  in  a  commimity  serving  to  demonstrate  the 
immunity  conferred  on  those  who  had  been  inoculated. 

It  became  customary  for  doctors  to  take  up  the  prac- 
tice of  inoculation  as  a  special  line  of  work,  and  many 
practitioners  fitted  up  private  houses  as  hospitals  in  which 
their  patients  could  be  kept  whilst  undergoing  the  pro- 


etu,  and  frc(|ucntly  a  number  of  friends,  or  the  mem- 
Ijcrii  fif  a  family,  would  all  retire  to  the  secUision  of  an 
imjculatin^  houw  at  the  same  time,  in  order  that  they 
mi((ht  enjoy  one  another's  society  during  their  period  of 
Mcltuion.  Alice  Morse  Earle"  hints  that  many  ro- 
manccf  and  lovc-afTairs  arose  from  the  propinquity  thus 
brrni((h(  about,  although,  as  she  says,  the  circiunstances 
wtr«  not  prepotsessing. 

fn  the  very  entertaining  "Life  of  Mercy  Warren/* 
\ry  Alice  Uruwn,  there  are  a  number  of  quotations  from 
Ultem  of  the  time  on  this  subject.  Hannah  WintJirop, 
wrttm|{  to  Mercy  Warren  in  1776,  says, — 

"Th«  friiminK  mibject  i*  lli«  Small  Pox.  Bostoa  has  given  up  lU 
Viu*  ol  mi  inv(i«iun  &  15  busily  employed  in  Conimuoicating  the 
InhtiUm  Sirnw  U«Ji  4  Critw  are  daily  Caned  into  the  Town. 
TTultver  prevailing  Passion  of  following  ihc  Fashion  is  as  prc- 
dOBWJMt  at  ihii  lime  u  evtr.  Men  Women  and  Children  eagerly 
eromm^  to  Inoculate  ii  1  tliiiik  as  modish  as  running  away  from 
the  Troopi  at  a  Urbarous  George  was  the  last  year." 

James  Warren  "■  writes  to  John  Adams  from  Boston, 
July  17.  1776.  a«  follows: 

"  Mr  DiAa  Sw,— When  you  are  Informed  that  in  the  variety  o( 
cIi*™**  "'*'  Iiave  taken  jilacc  in  this  Town  it  is  now  become  a  great 
HoAptut  for  Inoculation  yoii  will  wonder  to  sec  a  letter  from  me 
dated  here,  but  10  it  is  that  the  rage  for  Inoculation  prevailing  here 
IjaR  whirled  mc  Into  its  vortex  &  brought  mc  with  my  other  self 
into  a  Crowd  of  Patients  with  which  thi*  Town  is  now  filllcd.  Here 
is  a  collection  of  Good.  Bad.  and  liidiffetcnt  nf  all  Orders.  Sexes, 
Agfa  and  Conditions,  your  good  I-ady  fit  Family  among  the  firsL 
She  will  give  yoii  (1  presume)  such  acct  of  herself  8tc  as  makes 
il  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  more  on  that  head.  She  will  perhaps 
tell  you  that  this  is  the  reigning  subject  of  conversation,  &  thai  even 
Politics  might  have  been  suspended  for  a  Time  if  your  Declaration 
of  Independence  &  some  other  political  movemnmli  of  yours  had  not 
reached  hr.    The  Declaration  came  on  Saturday  &  diffused  a  general 
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Jojf.  Every  one  of  us  feels  more  Important  than  ever,  we  now 
eon^attilate  eacli  other  as  Freemen,  it  has  rcajly  raised  our  Spirits 
to  a  Tone  Beneficial  to  miligalc  the  Malignancy  of  the  Small  Pox, 
&  what  IB  oi  more  cun&c^uetLcc  secm«  to  xninmte  and  inspire  every 
one  lo  support  &  defend  the  Independence  he  feels." 

A  week  later.  July  24,  1776,  John  Adams  writes  to 
him, — 

"This,  I  suppose,  will  find  you  at  Boston,  growing  well  o£  the 
Small  Pox.  This  Disicmper  is  the  King  of  Terrors  to  America 
Uiis  year.  We  ^hall  suffer  as  much  by  it  as  we  did  last  Year  hy  llie 
Scarcity  of  Powder.  And  therefore  I  could  wish,  that  the  whole 
people  was  inoculated. — it  gives  me  jrcat  pleasure  to  learn  thai  such 
numbers  have  removed  tu  Boston,  far  the  »akc  of  going  through  it, 
and  that  Inoculation  is  permitted  in  every  town. 

"I  rejoice  at  the  spread  of  the  Small  Pox  on  another  account, 
having  had  the  Small  Pox,  was  the  merit,  which  originally  recom- 
mended me  TO  this  lofty  Station.  This  merit  is  now  likely  to  be 
common  enough  &  1  shall  stand  a  chance  to  be  relieved,  L*t  some 
Others  come  here  and  sec  the  Beauties  and  Sublimities  of  a  Con- 
tinental Congress. — I  will  stay  no  longer. — A  Ride  to  Philadelphia, 
after  the  Small  Pox.  will  contrihutc  prodigiously  to  the  Restoration 
of  jrowr  Health." 

On  August  17  he  writes  to  Warren  to  "  Congratulate 
you  and  your  other  self,  on  your  happy  Passage  through 
the  Small  Pox." 

Mrs.  Warren's  biographer  furnishes  us  with  what  she 
aptly  terms  the  "  domestic  atmosphere  of  the  question," 
as  set  fonh  in  a  letter  from  Mercy  Warren  to  her  hus- 
band: 

"  Plymouth  25  Nov.  1776. 

"The  letter  my  dear  Mr,  Warren  will  receive  to-morrow  I  almost 
wish  I  had  not  wrote.  I  own  I  was  a  Httlc  loo  Low  spirited,  but 
my  mind  w^ts  oppressed  &  I  wanted  to  unhosom — it  is  thi.s  evening 
no  less  free  from  care  though  I  feel  a  little  Differently.  I  was 
ready  to  think  the  task  of  (joveming  ft  Regulating  my  Children 
alone  almost  too  much— I  am  now  forced  to  strive  hard  lo  keep  out 
the  Gloomy  apprehension  that  the  Burden  may  soon  be  lessoned  in 
some  painful  way.  t  have  been  tliis  afternoon  at  the  hospital  where 
I  left  your  three  youngest  sons.     Poor  Children— it  was  not  pos- 
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sible  to  make  them  wtlliaK  to  give  up  tlic  project,  Uiey  thought  it 
a  miehly  privilege  to  be  inoculatrd.  I  wish  nor  they  nor  we  may 
have  Reason  to  Regret  it  —  but  I  cannot  feci  quite  at  Ease  —  I 
Want  to  Discourage  Wintlow  from  going  in  yet  am  afraid.  Their 
accomodations  arc  not  altogether  to  my  hking  nor  arc  their  Nurses 
sufiicient  but  ihcy  talk  of  getting  more  &  better  —  but  if  my  dear 
Children  should  be  very  ill  I  mu5t  go  »nd  take  charge  of  them 
myself.  Inconvenient  as  it  15^48  persons  were  inoculated  this 
afternoon  &  as  many  wilt  offer  loraorrow.  1  think  it  is  too  many  for 
one  Class.  Bnt  there  they  are  —  8t  and  it  is  as  easy  for  the  Great 
phisition  of  soul  &  Body  to  Lend  Healing  Mercy  to  the  Multitude 
as  to  the  Few,  and  if  he  Brings  them  Back  in  safty  tu  their  several 
Hahitaitons  I  hofve  we  shall  Adore  the  Hand  that  Heals,  and  give 
Glory  to  the  Rock  of  our  salvation." 

Fortunately,  the  children  a]l  passed  through  the  ordeal 
successfully. 

She  also  c|uotes  an  amusing  anecdote  which  John 
Adams  narrated  of  his  inoculation.    Adams  says, — 

"  After  having  been  ten  or  eleven  days  inoculated,  I  lay  lolling 
on  my  bed  in  Major  Cunningham's  chainbcr  under  the  tree  of  Uberty, 
with  half  a  dozen  young  fellows  as  lazy  as  myself,  all  waiting  and 
wishing  for  sj-mptoms  of  eruptions;  all  of  a  sudden  appeared  at 
tlie  chamber  door  the  reverend  Doctor  (Matliew  Byles)  with  rosy 
(ace,  many-curtcd  wig.  and  pontifical  air  and  gait.  '  I  have  been 
thinking.'  says  he.  'that  the  clergy  of  this  town  ought  upon  this 
occasion  to  adopt  the  benediction  of  the  Romish  clergy,  and  when 
we  enter  the  apartment  of  the  sick,  to  say  in  the  foreign  pronouncia- 
tion  Pax  tecum!'  These  words  are  pronounced  by  foreigners,  as 
the  Dr.  pronounced  them,  'Pox  take  em.'" 


Mrs.  Earle  quotes  an  advertisement  from  the  Con- 
necticut Cottrant  of  November  30,  1767,  which  exhthits 
so  well  the  ordinary  method  of  running  these  inoculation 
hospitals  that  I  reproduce  it : 

"Dr.  Uriah  Rogers,  Jr.  of  Norwalk  County  of  Fairfield  takes  this 
ttielhod  to  acquaint  the  publick  8:  particularly  such  as  are  desirous 
of  taking  the  Small  Pox  by  way  of  Inoculation,  that  having  had 
Considerable  Experience  in  that  Branch  of  Prnctice  and  carried 
on  tJic  same  laat  season  with  great  Success;  he  fias  lately  erected 
a  convenient  Hospital  for  that  purpose  just  within  the  Jurisdiction 
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Line  of  tlic  province  of  New  Vork  aboui  nine  miles  dist^inl  from 
K.  Y,  Harbor,  where  he  intends  to  carry  said  Branch  of  Practice 
from  the  first  of  October  next  to  the  first  of  May  next  And  that 
all  such  as  are  disposed  to  favour  him  with  their  cutttom  may  depend 
upon  being  well  provided  with  atl  necessary  accom modal  ions.  Pro- 
visions, &  the  twbt  Attendance  at  the  lucdcrate  Expence  of  Four 
Pounds  Lawful  Money  to  Eacti  Patient.  That  after  the  first  Sett  or 
Class  he  purposes  to  give  no  Occ^ision  for  waiting  to  go  in  Pnrticu- 
lar  Setts  but  to  admit  ParlJcs  singly,  just  as  it  suits  Ihcin.  As  he  has 
another  Good  House  provided  near  said  Hospital,  where  his  family 
are  to  live,  and  where  all  that  come  after  the  first  Sett  tliat  iro  into  the 
Hospital  are  to  remain  with  his  Family  until  they  are  suf&ciently 
Prepared  &  Inoculated  &  Until  it  i&  apparent  that  they  have  taken 
the  infection." 

In  the  year  1764  there  were  two  inoculating  hospitals 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Boston  which  were 
held  in  particularly  high  repute,  one  at  Point  Shirley, 
the  other  at  Castle  Williani.  in  the  harbor.  The  hospital 
at  Point  Shirley  was  conducted  by  Dr.  William  Rarnett 
from  New  Jer.sey.  It  was  established  hy  the  Governor 
and  Council  o£  Massadiu setts.  Green  ^*  quotes  a  notice 
in  The  Boston  Post-Boy  &  Advertiser  of  March  19, 
1764,  to  wit : 

"Those  Physicians  of  the  Town  of  Boilon  who  are  engaged  in 
carrying  on  the  inoculating  Hospital  at  Point-Shirley,  being  pre- 
vented giving  their  constant  Attendance  there  during  Uic  cou- 
tiiiuance  of  tiic  Small-Pox  in  Town,  hereby  notify  the  Puhlic,  that 
they  are  j'oin'd  hy  Doctor  Barnett  of  New  Jersey,  who  will  con- 
stantly attend  at  said  Hospital  with  one  or  other  of  said  Physicians 
whotic  Bu»ine«»  will  permit,  and  employ  the  ntmost  Diligence  and 
Attention  for  the  relief  of  those  that  put  ihemseSves  under  their 
care.  They  further  notify,  that  Poinl-Shirlcy  contains  as  maay 
comfortable  and  decent  Houses  ns  will  be  sufficient  to  accommodate 
as  many  Persons  as  will  probably  ever  offer  for  Inoculation  at  one 
Time,  from  this  or  the  neighbouring  G«vemments  and  is  well 
furnished  with  every  requisite  Convenience  both  for  Sickness  and 
Healtli." 
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The  hospital  at  Castle  WiUiam  was  opened  later. 
Green  quotes  the  following  advertisement  concerning  it 
from  The  Boston  Post-Boy  &  Advertiser  for  February 
27,  1764.  It  was  conducted  by  Dr.  Samuel  Gelston,  of 
Nantucket. 

"  In  order  to  enlarge  the  Conveniences  for  Inoculation  id  additioa 
to  those  already  proposed  at  Point-Shirley,  that  every  Pcrion  de- 
sirous of  undergoing  that  Operation  may  have  an  Opportunity  of 
doing  it  without  endangering  the  Spreading  of  the  Distemper,  uul 
that  this  Town  may  lie,  as  soon  as  possible,  freed  from  the  ippre- 
hension  of  the  Small-Pox;  the  Governor  has  consented  that  the 
Barracks  of  CastU-ll'^iniam  shall  be  imi>roved  for  the  Purpose  of 
Inoculation,  from  this  Time  into  the  Middle  of  May  next  And 
the  said  Barracks  are  now  open  to  All  Physician.)  having  Patienti 
to  Inoculate,  under  such  Rules  as  shall  be  thought  proper  to  be 
made  for  that  purpose.  There  arc  in  the  Barrack  48  Rooms,  each 
of  which  will  contain  ten  Patients  conveniently." 

Also  from  the  same  newspaper  for  March  5,  1764,  the 

following : 

"Dr.  Samuel  Gelston 

"  Gives  this  Publick  Notice  to  his  Patients  in  Boston  and  the 
adjacent  Towns  that  he  has  prepared  (by  Permission  of  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor)  all  comfortable  Accommodations  for  them  at 
the  Barracks  at  Castle-William,  in  order  to  their  being  inoculated 
for  the  Small-Pox  under  his  immediate  Care. 

"N.  B.  His  Rooms  are  in  that  Part  of  the  Barrack  where  the 
Patients  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  Perkins,  Dr.  Whitworth  and  Dr.  Lloyd 
are  received. 

"  Dr.  Gelston  and  Dr.  Warren  reside  at  Castle-William  Day  and 
Night. 

"All  Persons  inclined  to  go  to  the  Barracks  at  Castle- William 
to  be  inoculated  where  Dr.  Gelston  resides,  may  apply  to  Dr.  Lloyd 
at  his  House  near  the  King's  Chapel,  who  will  provide  them  a 
Passage  to  the  Castle." 

Dr.  Green  gives  an  interesting  account  of  the  inocu- 
lating hospital  which  was  opened  on  Cat  Island,  near 
Marblehead,  in  October,  1773.  It  was  called  the  Essex 
Hospital,  and  accommodated  eighty  patients,  and  was 


IN   THE   UNITED   STATES. 


sg 


"  approved  by  the  Gentlemen  Select-Men  of  Salem  and 
Marblehead."  The  regulations  governing  it  were  pub- 
lished in  the  Essex  Gaselte  for  October  5,  1773.  There 
•was  much  feeling  against  its  establishment  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  it  was  destroyed  by  an  incendiary  fire  on 
Januarj-  26,  1774.  Two  of  the  ringleaders  of  the  incen- 
diaries were  arrested  on  February  25  and  put  in  the 
Salcm  jail,  but  a  mob  rescued  them  and  took  them  home 
to  Marblehead. 

Norris  '"  says  that  in  1750  the  .subject  of  smallpox  and 
inoculation  was  still  a  matter  of  much  discussion  in 
Philadelphia.  In  that  year  Dr.  Adam  Thompson  pub- 
lished a  pamphlet  "  On  the  Preparation  of  the  Body  for 
the  Smallpox,"  of  which  Norris  was  unable  to  find  a 
copy,  but  in  which  the  author  states  that,  upon  the  sug- 
gestion of  Bocrhaavc,  "  he  was  led  to  prepare  his  pa- 
tients for  the  infection  by  a  composition  of  mercury  and 
antimony,  and  that  he  had  employed  it  for  twelve  years 
with  great  success."  Dr.  Kearsly  attacked  the  author's 
views  in  the  following  year  by  publishing  "  Remarks  on 
a  Discourse  on  P*reparing  for  the  Smallpox,"  and  tliis 
in  turn  was  replied  to  by  Dr.  Alexander  Hamilton,  of 
Annapolis,  Maryland,  who  published  "  A  Defence  of  Dr. 
Thompson's  Discourse." 

In  1756  there  was  a  serious  outbreak  of  smallpox  in 
Philadelphia.  Norris  says  that  the  arrival  of  some  Brit- 
ish troops  under  Colonel  Boquet  helped  to  spread  the  dis- 
ease, and  Governor  Denny,  in  his  message  to  the  Assem- 
bly in  December,  said,  "  The  smallpox  is  increasing 
among  the  soldiers  to  such  a  degree  that  the  whole  town 
will  soon  become  a  hospital." 

Dr.  Laughlin  MacLcarie,  an  Irishman,  who  liad  gradu- 


'Hislorj'  o{  Medicine  in   Philadelphia,  p.  106. 


90  THE   HISTORY  OF   MEDICINE 

atcd  at  Edinburgh,  and  come  to  thts  country  as  a  surgeon 
in  the  British  army,  pubhshed  "An  Essay  on  the  Expe- 
diency of  Tnoculation.  and  the  Seasons  most  proper  for 
it.  Humbly  inscribed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia. 
Printed  by  WiUiam  JJradfcrd,  at  the  corner  house  of 
Market  and  Front  streets."  Dr.  Norris  makes  extracts 
from  this  h'ttle  work,  which  seems  to  have  been  a  sincere 
effort  to  make  the  people  aware  of  the  benefits  of  inocu- 
lation. 

Dr.  Redman  in  1759  also  published  "A  Defence  of 
Inoculation." 

In  January,  J??^,  Dr.  Glentworth  opened  an  inocula- 
tion hospital  in  Philadelphia,  the  smallpox  being  very 
prevalent  in  the  city  at  that  time.  There  was  an  inocula- 
tion hospital  at  Saybrook,  Qinnecticut,  founded  in  1770 
by  Dr.  John  Ely,  who  was  subsequently  a  colonel  in  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

Dr.  Sylvester  Gardiner,  ■who  besides  a  large  practice 
ran  the  largest  drug-store  in  Boston,  offered  to  put  up 
at  his  own  expense  an  inoculating  hospital  for  sick  and 
wounded  sailors,  but  the  offer  was  probably  not  accepted, 
for  we  hear  nothing  more  of  it."® 

In  the  winter  of  1774  smallpox  was  epidemic  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  eight  prominent  medical  men  volunteered 
their  services  to  a  "  Society  for  Inoculating  the  Poor." 

In  Septeml>er,  1774,  when  Congress  was  in  session 
in  the  city,  the  physicians  of  Philadelphia  met  and  agreed 
to  inoculate  no  more  persons  during  the  sitting  of  Con- 
gfress,  "  as  several  of  the  Northern  and  Southern  dele- 
gates arc  understood  not  to  have  had  that  disorder." 

In  1779  the  discovery  of  the  efficacy  of  vaccination  as 
a  prophylactic  and  curative  agent  against  smallpox  was 

"  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Proceedings,  Jane,  1859. 
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announced  by  Jenncr.  The  first  lo  introduce  the  practice 
of  vaccination  into  the  United  States  was  Dr.  Benjamin 
Waterhouse,  who  was  at  the  time  professor  of  medicine 
in  Harvard.  In  July,  1800,  he  got  some  vaccine  virus 
from  England  and  with  it  vaccinated  his  own  son.  thus 
performing  that  operation  for  the  first  time  in  this  coun- 
try. This  hoy  was  about  seven  years  old,  and  the  doctor 
after  vaccinating;  him  performed  the  same  act  on  his 
three  other  children,  afterwards  exposing  them  to  the 
disease  without  any  of  them  contracting  it. 

At  about  the  same  time  Dr.  Crawford,  of  Baltimore, 
procured  some  virus  from  I-ondon  and  successfully  vac- 
cinated a  number  of  persons.  A  most  interesting  account 
of  Dr.  Crawford,  written  by  Dr.  Cordell,  of  Baltimore, 
was  published  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  Bulletin 
for  August- September,  1899. 

In  the  following  September  Dr.  James  Jackson  brought 
some  virus  from  England  and  tried  to  use  it,  but  the 
attempt  failed,  as  for  some  reason  it  had  lost  its  efficacy. 

Some  vaccine  vims  which  Dr.  Miller,  of  New  York, 
had  procured  from  London  also  failed.  These  failures 
somewhat  retarded  its  introduction  into  general  use. 

In  180],  however,  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society 
procured  some  excellent  vinis  from  the  Vaccine  Institu- 
tion of  London,  and  soon  reports  of  the  efficacy  of  the 
practice  became  frequent.  It  was  unfortunate  in  these 
early  days,  when  the  subject  was  still  in  the  experimental 
stage,  that  Dr.  Waterhouse  should  have  become  involved 
in  a  misunderstanding  with  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society,  thereby  rendering  the  difficulty  surrounding  the 
task  of  ascertaining  the  merit  of  the  procedure  addition- 
ally hard.  The  first  vaccination  in  Philadelphia  was 
performed  upon  an  infant  son  of  Dr.  John  Redman  Coxe, 
with  virus  procured  directly  from  Jenner  by  his  father. 
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In  1802  the  Board  of  Health  of  Boston  equipped  a 
hospital  on  Noddle's  Island  and  secured  the  services  of 
a  number  of  physicians  to  investigate  the  merits  of  vac- 
cination. 

On  Au8:ust  16.  1802,  they  vaccinated  nineteen  boys, 
all  of  whom  passed  through  the  successive  stages  of  cow- 
pox,  and  then,  on  November  9,  twelve  of  them,  and  also 
a  son  of  Dr.  Bartlett,  who  had  previously  had  cowpox, 
were  inoculated  for  smallpox  with  matter  taken  from  a 
patient  suffering  from  that  disease.  None  of  the  cliildrcn 
suffered  from  this  experiment.  Then,  in  order  10  show 
that  the  virus  was  that  of  true  smallpox,  two  boys  who 
had  not  been  vaccinated  were  inoculaled  with  it,  and  had 
the  typical  reaction  which  always  followed  such  inocula- 
tion in  an  unprotected  person.  When  these  two  cases 
were  in  their  acme,  matter  was  taken  from  them  and 
injected  for  a  second  time  into  the  anns  of  the  twelve 
children  who  had  been  previously  inoculated,  and  also 
in  the  arms  of  the  seven  boys  who  had  been  absent  at 
the  first  inoculation;  these  latter  had  been  exposed  to 
infection  and  had  yet  escaped  it,  having  been  in  the  room 
with  the  two  boys  who  had  the  smallpox,  some  of  them 
as  long  as  twenty  days.    The  whole  nineteen  now  escaped. 

The  report  of  these  experiments  was  signed  by  eleven 
physicians,  and  was  published  in  tlie  Columbian  Centinel 
for  December  18,  1802. 

Milton,  Massachusetts,  was  the  first  town  to  give  free 
vaccination  to  all  its  inhabitants. 

In  1809  three  iiundred  and  thirty-seven  persons  were 
vaccinated  in  the  town ;  twelve  of  them  were  afterwards 
found  immuned  to  smallpox  by  the  application  of  the 
inoculation  test.  This  test  was  conducted  by  Dr.  Amos 
Hclbrook.  The  town  published  all  these  facts  in  a  pam- 
phlet entitled  "A  Collection  of  Papers  relative  to  the 
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Transactions  of  the  Town  of  Milton,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  to  promote  a  General  Inoculation  of  tine 
Cow  Pox,  or  Kine  Pox.  as  a  never  failing  preventative 
against  Small  Pox  Infection." 

Bedford,  Massachusetts,  offered  gratuitous  vaccination 
to  its  citizens  about  the  same  time. 

March  lo,  1810,  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts 
passed  an  at:t  by  which  the  towns  of  tlie  State  were  di- 
rected to  appoint  committees  to  superintend  the  vaccina- 
tion of  their  citizens,  and  the  towns  were  also  authorized 
lo  bear  the  expense. 

Measles. 

Measles  seems  at  times  to  have  raged  very  fatally  in 
some  of  the  colonial  towns. 

In  1713  it  prevailed  in  many  localities  in  the  New 
England  States. 

In  1740-41  Connectiait  was  swept  by  a  severe  epidemic 
of  measles. 

In  1758  and  in  1759  measles  prevailed  in  epidemic 
form  in  many  different  parts  of  North  America. 

In  1772  between  eight  hundred  and  nine  himdred 
deaths  from  measles  occurred  among  the  children  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

In  March,  1773,  measles  broke  out  in  epidemic  form 
in  Philadelphia.  It  was  attended  with  efflorescence  about 
the  neck ;  at  the  .same  time  catarrh,  which  could  hardly 
be  distinguished  from  measles,  is  said  to  have  prevailed. 

In  1783  measles  ap[)earcd  at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  in 
May.  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  was  prevalent 
throughout  New  England. 

In  November,  1778,  a  very  malignant  epidemic  of 
measles  broke  out  in  New  York,  and  a  little  later  in  the 
same  winter  the  epidemic  spread  through  Philadelphia. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

Phtladelpliia  was  visited  by  an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever 
in  September,  1783,  and  tbe  disease  prevailed  in  Salem, 
Massachusetts,  at  the  same  time. 

In  1784  scarlet  fever  was  epidemic  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  in  Vermont,  New  Hamp-shire,  and  in 
Connecticut.  Webster  says  that  for  live  years  subse- 
quently scarlet  fever  was  more  frequent  than  usual 
throughout  the  country. 

In  1789  scarlet  fever  was  epidemic  in  Philadelphia  and 
parts  of  New  Jersey. 

In  1793  and  1794  scarlet  fever  prevailed  in  more  or 
less  epidemic  form  throughout  all  the  Northern  States. 

Influenza. 

Epidemics  of  influenza  prevailed  throughout  the  colo- 
nies at  various  times. 

In  the  year  1647  an  epidemic  of  this  nature  swept 
through  the  New  England  settlements.  Winthrop " 
has  left  us  a  graphic  description  of  it,  as  follows: 

"  An  cpidicmical  sickness  was  through  the  country  among^  Indiana 
and  English.  French  and  Dntcli.  It  took  them  like  a  cold  and 
slight  fever  with  it  Such  a$  bled  or  used  cooling  drinks  died; 
thuiic  who  took  comfortable  things,  for  most  ])art  recovered  aad 
that  in  few  days.  Wherein  a  Rpecial  providence  of  God  appeared, 
for  not  a  family,  nor  but  few  persons  escaping  it,  had  it  brought 
all  to  weak  as  it  brought  some,  and  continued  so  long  our  hay 
and  corn  had  been  lost  for  want  of  help ;  but  such  was  the  mercy  of 
God  to  his  people,  as  few  died,  not  above  40  or  50  in  the  Massa- 
chusctt.1,  and  near  as  many  at  Connecticut." 

Love'*  quotes  the  description  given  of  this  illness  by 
John  Eliot.  He  wrote  of  it  as  "  a  very  depe  cold,  wth 
some  tincture  of  a  feavcr  &  full  of  malignity  &  very 

"History  of  New  England,  vol.  U.  p.  31a. 
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dangerous  if  not  well  regarded  by  keeping  a  low  diet." 
Eliot  thought  it  sectncd  as  though  the  Angel  of  God  liad 
smitten  the  people.  In  this  epidemic  Winthrop's  wife 
died,  also  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker. 

Hubbard  refers  to  an  epidemic  of  influenza  which  swept 
the  New  England  colonics  in  1655.  He  speaks  of  it  as 
having  been  accompanied  by  "  a  faint  cough."  There 
was  also  an  outbreak  of  influenza  in  1660. 

Webster  *"  quotes  a  description  of  the  influenza  which 
prevailed  in  New  England  in  1697-98  from  a  diary  kept 
by  one  Daniel  rairfield.  of  Braintrcc,  Massaciiusetts. 
The  epidemic  began  in  November  and  continued  until 
February.  "  Its  violence  was  in  January,  when  whole 
families  were  sick  at  once,  ami  whole  towns  were  seized 
nearly  at  the  same  time." 

At  tlic  same  time  a  similar  condition  of  affairs  pre- 
vailed in  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  where,  in  a  town  of  less 
than  one  thousand  inhabitants,  seventy  persons  were 
buried  in  three  months. 

In  1747  influenza  raged  all  over  North  America,  and 
again  in  1761. 

Dr.  Cotton  Tufts,  of  Weymouth,  furnished  Webster 
with  [he  following  account  of  the  symptoms  presented 
by  the  disease  during  the  epidemic  of  1761: 

"The  distemper  began  in  April,  and  in  May  ran  into  a  malignant 
fever,  which  proved  fatal  to  igvd  jjcuple.  It  spread  over  tlie  whule 
country  and  the  West  India  Island."^.  It  began  with  s  iievcre  pain 
in  the  head  and  limb&,  a  sensation  of  coEdncss,  sliiverin^^  succeeded 
by  grc^t  hc.\t,  running  at  the  nose,  and  a  troublesome  cough.  It 
continued  for  eight  or  ten  days,  and  generally  terminated  by 
sweating. 

"  In  May,  the  aged  who  had  before  escaped,  were  seized  with 
an  affection  like  a  slight  cold:  this  in  a  day  or  two  was  followed  by 
great  pro&tration   of  strength,  a  cough,   labor  of  bre.it1iiiig,  pains 
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about  \he  breast,  pnccordia.  and  in  the  limbs,  but  not  acute.  The 
countenance  betrayed  no  great  marks  of  febrile  heat.  The  matter 
expectorated  was  Ihin  but  slimy.  As  the  disease  advanced,  the 
difficulty  of  brealbina  increased;  the  expectoration  was  more  diffi- 
cult; the  matter  thrown  off  more  viscid;  at  length  the  lungs  ap- 
peared to  be  so  londed  with  tenacious  matter,  that  no  efforts  could 
dislodge  it.  and  tJie  patient  sunk  under  it.  This  diisordcr  carried  with 
it  bilious  appearance*  —  the  countenances  of  somi!  patients  were  of  a 
yellowish  hue,  In  sonic  there  was  an  appearance  of  indifference  or 
insensibility:  and  at  night  a  slight  delirium." 

AUog^ether  the  above  picture  is  very  charactcinstic  of 

tlie  disorder  which  we  now  call  la  grippe. 

The  disease  was  epidemic  all  over  the  couptry  In  the 
spring  of  1781,  and  was  observed  to  leave  a  tendency  to 
the  development  of  pulmonary  consimiption. 

In  the  autumn  of  1789  influenza  was  epidemic  in  New 

York  and  Pliiladelphia,  and  a  little  later  through  New 

England. 

Diphtheria. 

In  1659  an  epidemic  disease  ravaged  the  New  England 
States  which  is  referred  to  by  contemporary  annalists  as 
"  Cynanche  Trachealis,"  and  was  doubtless  the  disease  we 
term  diphtheria.  A  day  of  thanksgiving  was  ordered 
by  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut  at  the  cessation  of  an 
epidemic  of  this  character  in  1662. 

In  1735  and  1736  Boston  was  visited  by  an  epidemic, 
which  was  undoubtedly  diphtheria,  though  then  termed 
angina  maligna.  An  excellent  account  of  it  was  written 
by  Dr.  William  Douglas,  under  the  title  "  The  Practical 
History  of  A  New  Epidemical  Eruptive  Miliary  Fever, 
with  an  Angina  Ulcusculosa  which  Prevailed  in  Boston 
New  England  in  the  Years  1735  and  1736." 

The  ravages  of  the  disease  must  have  been  something 
fearful,  as  Green  *°  has  quoted  from  The  Boston  Weekly 
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News-Letter  for  April  29,  1736,  the  following  proclama- 
tion to  show: 

"The  S«lrct-Men  of  the  Tawn  of  Boston,  in  order  to  inform  the 
Trading  Pari  of  our  neiglibouring  Colonies,  concerning  llie  stalf  of 
the  piescnt  prei'ailing  Distemper  in  this  Place,  did  desire  a  Meeting 
of  as  many  of  the  Pracltlionert  in  PhysUk  as  could  then  be  con- 
veniently obtained.  TKe  Practitioners  beicig^  accordingly  met,  did 
unanimously  agree  to  tlie  following  Articles: 

"  I.  That  upon  the  first  appc3r,-incc  of  this  Illness  in  Boston  the 
Select-Men  did  advise  with  the  Practitioners;  but  they  at  that  Time 
having  not  had  opportunities  of  observing  the  Progress  of  the  Dis- 
temper, it  was  thought  advisable  (until  ftirther  Experience)  to  shut 
up  that  Person  who  was  supposed  to  have  received  it  in  Exeter  to 
the  Eastward,  upon  his  Death  the  Watch  was  soon  removed,  but  no 
Infeclion  was  observed  to  spread  or  catch  in  that  Quaner  of  the 
Town;  therefore  no  Watches  were  appointed  in  the  other  Parts 
of  the  Town  where  it  afterwards  appeared,  the  Practitioners  judging 
it  to  proceed  from  some  occult  Quality  in  the  Air.  and  not  from 
any  observable  Infection  communiealed  by  Persons  or  Goods. 

"2.  The  Practitioners  and  their  Families  have  not  been  seized 
with  this  Disicmper  in  a  more  remarktibSe  manner  (and  as  it  has 
happened  not  so  much)  than  other  Families  in  Town,  even  than 
those  Families  who  live  in  solitary  Parts  thereof. 

"3.  As  to  the  Mortality  or  Malignity  of  this  Distemper,  all  whom 
it  may  concern  arc  referred  to  the  Boston  WccWy  Journal  of 
Burials;  by  the  Burials  it  is  notorious,  that  scnree  any  Distemper, 
even  the  most  favourable  which  has  at  any  Time  prevailed  so  gen- 
erally, has  produced  fewer  Deaths. 

"4.  As  formerly,  so  now  again  after  many  Months  Observation, 
we  conclude.  That  the  present  prevaihng  Distemper  appears  to  us  to 
proceed  from  some  Affection  of  the  Air,  and  not  from  any  personal 
Infection  receix/d  from  the  Sick,  or  Goods  in  their  neighbourhood. 

"NaTBANIZL    Wtt-LIAMS 

W1U.1AM   Douglass 
JoHx  CirrLER 
Huca  Kzstttnv 
WnxiAM  Davis 
TnoMAS  BtrtriKCH." 

The  disease  was  commonly  known  as  the  "  Throat  Dis- 
temper/' and  according  to  Wehster,^'  this  epidemic  hegan 
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in  the  town  of  Kingston.  New  Hampshire.  Three 
months  after  its  first  appearance  in  that  town  the  dis- 
ease appeared  at  Exeter,  six  miles  distant,  and  one  month 
later  had  become  prevalent  in  Boston.  The  epidemic 
extended  its  area,  and  gradually  the  disease  broke  out  in 
Connecticut,  New  York,  and  New  Jersey. 

Wickes  '^  quotes  two  notices  regarding  this  outbreak 
from  Zcngcr's  iVeckly,  of  New  York.  The  first  is  dated 
February  9,  1735-36: 

"TuKOAT  DiSTEMi'tR;  Wc  arc  informed  that  at  Crosswicks  in 
We«  Jersey,  divers  p«r.«onfi  have  lately  di^d  with  a  distemper  in 
the  throat,  and  thai  thai  Distemper  prevails  there,  Wc  arc  there- 
fore <i«iirc(l  lo  publish  the  folhiwing  rrmcdy  (which  has  proved  siic- 
cessfti])  for  the  advantage  of  those  who  may  hereafter  be  visited 
with  the  like  distemper:  —  Take  some  Honey  and  the  sharpest 
Vinegar  with  Allum  din<ic>lved  therein,  and  lei  the  p.-itient.s  often 
gargle  it  in  their  throats;  or  if  they  be  children,  then  take  a  feather 
and  dip  it  in  said  liquor,  and  so  wash  llictr  tlini.-sts." 

The  second  extract  is  dated  March  iS,  1735-36.  It  is 
a  notice  copied  from  the  Boston  Gazette,  written  by  a 
physician. 

"Method  of  Cirw  of  Throat  DiSTtMPicit-  What  is  used  is  as 
follow."!.  First  be  sure  that  a  vein  be  opened  under  the  lotigue,  and 
if  that  can't  be  done,  open  a  vein  in  the  arm,  which  must  he  first 
done,  as  all  other  means  will  be  ineffectual.  Then  take  borax  or 
honey  to  ballir  or  annoint  Ihe  mciuth  and  ihroal.  and  lay  on  the 
Throat  a  plai&ter  Vngiuntum  Dialthjc.  To  drink  a  decoction  of 
Devil's  bitt  or  Robbin's  Plantain,  with  some  Sal  Prunellc  dissolved 
therein,  as  often  as  the  patient  will  drink.  If  the  body  be  co.tlive 
use  a  clyster  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  the  Distemper,  I  have  known 
many  olher  thingii  H«ed,  especially  a  root  czUed  Physick  Root, 
filarie  or  five-leaved  physick;  also  a  root  that  I  know  no  name  for, 
only  Canker  Root.  But  be  sure  and  lei  blood,  and  that  under  the 
tongue  We  have  many  times  made  Blislers  under  the  arm.'),  hut 
that  has  proved  sometimes  dangerous.  ...  tt  is  a  distemper  which 
has  spread  in  many  places  in  this  Colony"  (Massachusetts). 
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Webster  says  the  symptoms  generally  were  "  a  swelled 
throat,  with  white  or  ash-colorcU  specks,  an  efflorescence 
on  the  skin,  great  debility  of  the  whole  system,  and  a 
tendency  to  putridity."     He  adds: 

"  It  continued  its  ravages,  through  that  year  into  the  next,  and 
gradually  travelled  southward,  almost  stripping  the  country  of  rhil- 
dren.  Very  few  childrtii  escaped,  for  &I1I10'  the  disease  was  very 
infectious,  yet  its  propagation  depended  very  little  un  that  tircum- 
stance.  It  attacked  the  younii[  in  the  most  sequestered  situations, 
and  without  a  pos.^iblt  communication  with  the  sick.  It  was  liter- 
ally the  plague  among  ciiildren." 

In  1742  diphtheria  was  once  more  epidemic  in  many 
of  the  Northern  colonies,  Tn  1755  diphilieria  again  pre- 
vailed, and  in  one  town  in  1-ong  Island  *'  two  children 
only,  under  twelve  yt^rs  of  age,  survived."  " 

Webster  says  that  measles  prevailed  in  1733  through- 
out America : 

"  But  the  most  mortal  disease  was  cynarche  IrachealiH  or  bladder 
in  the  throat,  tn  general,  there  wa*  little  canker,  but  an  extreme 
difficulty  of  breathing:  the  patient  being  nearly  suffocated  with  a 
tough  mucous  or  sLimc.  which  no  medicine  could  attenuate  or  di»- 
chargc.  and  which  finally  proved  fatal.  All  medical  aid  was  fruit- 
less, and  scarcely  a  child  that  was  attacked  in  some  towns,  survived. 
This  disease  was  speedily  followed,  in  smiic  place.i  by  the  dysentery 
of  a  peculiarly  malignant  type,  occasioning  mortification  on  the 
third  day.  This  disease  was  prevalent  and  very  fatal  in  New  Haven 
and  East  Haven  in  Connecticut,  .and  in  Salpm,  Massachusetts." 

Webster's  authorities  were  Drs.  Trumbull  and  Hol- 
yoke. 

'775  ^*3s  again  marked  in  New  England  by  the  fre- 
quency witli  which  diphtheria  prevailed.  It  is  mentioned 
as  being  particularly  severe  at  Middletown,  Connecticut. 

In  1787  diphtheria  was  epidemic  at  Northampton, 
Massachusetts. 


••  Webster. 
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Dysentery. 

Dysentery  seems  to  have  frequently  prevailed  as  an 
epidemic  among  our  forefathers. 

In  1709  a  body  of  troops  under  command  of  General 
Nicholson,  engaged  in  an  expedition  against  the  French 
in  Canada,  were  encamped  during  July  and  August  near 
Wood  Creek  in  New  York.  Dysentery  broke  out  among 
them  with  such  violence  as  to  necessitate  their  breaking 
camp.  It  was  currently  believed  at  the  time  that  the 
Indians  had  poisoned  their  water-supply  by  throwing 
into  the  creek  the  skins  of  animals  they  had  killed. 

In  1745  Stamford,  Connecticut,  was  ravaged  by  dysen- 
tery. The  epidemic  was  localized  in  one  street.  There 
were  .seventy  deaths  in  a  population  of  several  hundred. 

In  1749  dysentery  again  visited  the  towns  of  Connecti- 
ait.  Watcrbury  had  one  hundred  and  thirty  deaths, 
chiefly  from  that  disease.  Cornwall  lost  twenty  persons 
by  it.    In  Hartford  and  Woodbury  many  died. 

In  the  winter  of  1750-51  New  Haven  and  Hartford 
suffered  from  anutlier  epidemic  nf  the  same  disease. 

In  1758  and  1759  dysentery  was  epidemic  throughout 
many  parts  of  North  America,  especially  in  the  New 
England  colonies. 

In  1776  dysentery  was  prevalent  throughout  North 
America,  and  particularly  so  in  the  various  camps  which 
covered  the  counto'-  Iri  Northern  New  York  it  was 
terribly  fatal.  Webster  devotes  much  space  to  the  at- 
tempt to  prove  that  camp-life  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
epidemic,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  many  instances 
the  disease  was  propagated  by  the  conditions  in  which 
the  soldiery  were  placed.  Dr.  Ebcnezcr  Bcardslcy  wrote 
an  interesting  account  of  the  outbreak  of  tlysentery  in 
the  Twenty-third  Regiment  of  the  Continental  army, 
which  he  attributed  to  overcrowding  in  barracks,  which 
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were   likewise   poorly   ventilated.      The    regiment   was 

quartered  in  New  York  at  the  time.'* 

Dysentery  was  epidemic  in  many  places  in  the  State 

of  New  York  and  in  parts  of  Massachusetts  in  1795  and 

1796. 

Pleurisy. 

This  is  not  infrequently  metitioned  as  occurring  in 
epidemic  form  in  the  colonies. 

In  October,  1712,  Webster  says,  there  prevailed  "a 
mortal  sickness  in  the  town  of  Waterbury,  in  Connecti- 
cut, wliich  raged  for  eleven  montlis.  It  was  so  general 
that  nurses  could  scarcely  be  found  to  tend  the  sick. 
What  the  disease  was,  I  am  not  informed;  but  not  im- 
probably it  was  that  species  of  putrid  pleurisy,  which 
has  so  often  made  dreadful  havoc  in  .\merica." 


Hydrophobia. 
Webster  says  that  in  1785  "  canine  madness  began  to 
rage  and  spread  in  all  parts  of  tlie  northern  States.  The 
gazettes  of  1785  abound  with  accounts  of  this  dreadful 
disease."  He  mentions  it  as  being  very  frequent  again 
in  1789. 

Unclassified  Epidemic  Diseases. 

In  the  winter  of  1697-98  a  deadly  fever  raged  in  Dover, 
New  Hampshire,  of  which  Webster  says, — 

"This  dis«&jie  was  doubtles*  tliat  species  of  inflammatory  fever, 
attacking  the  brain  and  ending  in  typhus  which  has  often  proved 
>  terrible  scoargc  to  particular  partt  of  Atnerica." 

From  the  scanty  evidence  we  possess  it  is  probable  this 
disease  was  epidemic  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

**  Dr.  Beardslejr's  paper  was  pabli&betl  in  the  first  volume  of  the 
Transactioas  of  the  New  Haven  County  Medical  Society.  This 
was  the  first  volume  of  iransaaions  ever  published  by  a  medical 
•ocicty  in  this  country. 
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In  1715  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  was  visited  by  a 
ver>'  mortal  epidemic,  regarding  the  exact  nature  of 

which  nothing  is  known.  Forty  deatlis  occurred  from  it, 
Webster  said  he  had  seen  a  letter  in  the  possession  of 
Dr.  Rush  from  Thomas  Hackct,  of  Duck  Creek,  Dela- 
ware, in  which  he  stated  that  in  the  spring  of  1720 
"  a  mortality  prevailed  in  that  place,  which  exceeded 
that  in  London  in  1665.  and  almost  depupulated  the 
village." 

In  1723  a  fatal  disease,  known  as  the  "  burning  ague/' 
was  prevalent  in  Rhode  Island.  It  was  particularly  so 
near  Providence. 

"  In  proportion  to  iu  patients,  no  disease  in  America,  was  ever 
more  mortal.  It  did  not  prevail  in  a  large  town,  but  in  villages. 
and  perhaps  the  clearing  of  some  neighboring  swamps  might  have 
been  one  cause  ot  the  dUeaae." 

In  1746,  according  to  Webster,"*  Albany,  New  York, 
was  visited  by  what  Dr.  Cadwallader  Colden  termed  a 
nervous  fever  and  Dr.  Douglass  yellow  fever.  Webster 
says,— 

"The  bodies  of  some  of  the  patients  were  yellow  —  the  crisis 
of  the  disease  was  ibc  ninth  day;  if  the  patient  survived  that  clay, 
he  had  a  eood  chance  for  recovery,  The  disease  left  many  in  a 
state  of  imbecility  of  mind;  others  were  afterwards  troubled  with 
idiocy;  i>thcr*  were  afterward"  troubled  with  swelled  Icfr*.  The 
disea»  began  in  August,  ended  with  frost,  and  carried  off  forty-five 
inhabitants  mostly  men  of  robust  bodies.  It  was  said  to  be  im- 
ported." 

A  similar  disease  raged  simultaneously  among  the 
Mohegan  Indians. 

In  1750  the  town  of  Bethlem,  Connecticut,  suffered 
from  a  fever,  probably  malarial,  which  caused  between 
thirty  and  forty  deaths. 

*•  Epidemic  and  Pestilential  Diseases. 
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Webster  says  that  in  December,  1753,  and  the  suc- 
ceeding month,  HoIIiston,  Massachusetts,  lost  forty-three 
inhabitants  by  a  mysterious  febrile  disease: 

"The  disease  began  with  a  violent  pain  in  the  breast,  or  side, 
nnt  often  in  the  head;  then  succeeded  a  hifth  fever,  but  without  de- 
liriiim.  The  critical  days  were  ihc  jd,  4lh,  5th,  or  6th.  Some  of  the 
patients  appeared  to  b«  strangled  to  deatli.  The  town  contained  no 
more  Ih&n  80  faniiiics." 

In  Novcml>er,  1760,  a  terrible  epidemic  began  in  the 
little  town  of  Betlilcm.  Connecticut,  which  continued  its 
ravages  throughout  the  succeeding  winter  and  caused 
the  death  of  forty  persons.  Webster  calls  it  "  an  inflam- 
matory fever,  with  ^y^lptoms  of  typhus."  He  says,  "  The 
disease  was  extremely  violent,  terminating  on  the  3d  or 
4th  day;  in  some  cases  the  patient  died  within  24  hours 
of  the  attack."  Dr.  Trumtmll,  of  New  Haven,  told  him 
"  The  blood  was  ver>'  thick  and  sizy  [sic] ;  often  issuing 
from  the  nose  and  sometimes  from  the  eyes.  The  in- 
flammation was  violent  and  soon  produced  delirium. 
The  most  robust  bodies  were  most  liable  to  the  dis- 
ease. A  free  use  of  the  lancet,  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  disorder,  was  the  only  effectual  remedy;  where 
the  pbysiciaiis  were  afraid  to  bleed,  the  patients  all 
died." 

Webster  evidently  did  not  consider  this  disease  as  epi- 
demic cerebro- spina!  meningitis,  for  he  adds,  "  I  cannot 
learn  that  this  species  of  inflammatory  fever,  has  ever 
been  epidemic  in  the  northern  parts  of  America,  since 
this  period."  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that 
Webster  was  not  a  niedical  ma,n,  and  was  therefore  utterly 
incapable  of  properly  classifying  diseases.  When  he 
writes  down  what  he  has  beard  from  others  he  is  safe, 
but  where  he  attempts  to  formulate  deductions  he  often 
shows  his  ignorance. 
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The  term  bilious  plague  appears  to  have  been  applied 
to  several  different  diseases.  It  sometimes  undoubtedly 
was  yellow  fever,  frequently  it  was  applied  to  pernicious 
malaria,  and  occasionally  the  disease  signified  by  it  was 
probably  dysentery.  Bilious  plague  prevailed  at  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  as  an  epidemic  in  1728. 

In  1737  it  was  epidemic  in  Virginia- 

In  1747  it  prevailed  tn  Philadelphia,  and  in  tlie  subse- 
quent year  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

In  August,  1763,  the  Indians  in  Nantucket  were  at- 
tacked by  the  "  bilious  plague,"  and  Webster  says  that 
between  that  time  and  the  February  following  their  num- 
ber was  reduced  from  three  hundred  and  fifty-eight  to 
one  hundred  and  Uiirty-six. 

"The  disease  began  with  IiiKli  fever  and  ended  in  lyplius,  in  about 
five  days.  It  appeared  to  be  infectious  among  ihc  Indian;)  only;  for 
no  whites  were  attacked,  altho  they  associated  freely  with  the  dis- 
eased. Persons  of  a  mixed  blood  were  attacked  but  recovered.  Not 
One  died,  except  of  full  Indian  blood.  Some  Indians  who  lived  in 
the  families  of  the  while$^  escaped  the  disea&e,  a£  did  a  few  that 
lived  by  ilicmselves  on  a  distant  pari  of  the  island.  I  am  informed, 
by  re.si>ectab1e  atithority,  that  a  similar  fever  attacked  Indians  on 
board  of  ships,  at  a  distance  of  hundreds  of  leagues,  without  any 
connection  with  Nanluckel." 


If  this  "  bilious  plague"  had  been  yellow  (ever  the 
whites  would  have  suffered  just  as  much  as  the  Indians, 
in  all  probability.  Whatever  its  true  nature  may  have 
been  is  now  entirely  conjectural.  It  sounds  as  though 
its  propagation  had  been  largely  due  to  the  unhygienic 
conditions  of  the  Indian  settlements. 

In  1783  Fell's  Point,  near  Baltimore,  was  visited  by 
"  the  bilious  pestilential  fe\*er,"  and  the  same  disease 
visited  parts  of  New  Jersey. 

In  1772  "  a  mortal  fever"  carried  off  forty  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  little  town  of  Wellfleet,  on  Cape  Cod. 
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In  1794.  1795,  and  1796  the  "bilious  plague"  ap- 
peared in  many  different  places,  csijecially  in  coast  towns, 
sucli  as  New  York,  Philadelphia,  New  Haven,  Mill  River, 
Connecticut,  and  Norfolk,  Virginia.  This  disease  in 
many  of  these  instances  was  undoubtedly  yellow  fever, 
but  Webster  was  so  anxious  to  make  it  appear  that  some 
connection  existed  between  comets,  and  other  celestial 
phenomena,  and  the  atmospheric  condition,  and  the  dis- 
ease that  he  might  at  any  particular  time  have  under 
discussion,  that  he  garbled  accounts  and  made  comments 
of  all  kinds  in  the  effort  to  suit  the  facts  to  his  theory, 
and  would  not  admit  that  the  disease  in  the  towns  differed 
in  any  respect  from  the  disease  as  it  appeared  in  mal- 
arious districts  in  the  interior.  However,  from  care- 
fully reading  many  of  the  clinical  reports  of  cases,  made 
by  physicians  in  diflferent  parts  of  tlie  country,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  Webster  mixed  up  malarial  fevers,  yellow 
fever,  and  even  influenza,  together  in  an  effort  to  prove 
that  the  sickness  and  mortality,  which  was  excessive  in 
those  years,  was  due  to  "  bilious  plague."  He  even  goes 
so  far.  in  many  instances,  as  to  trace  the  influence  of 
the  atmosphere  on  animals  in  sickly  seasons.  Thus  he 
aays,  "  The  pestilential  state  of  the  elements  was  strongly 
marked,  this  year  [1796]  by  the  poorness  of  the  shad 
brought  to  market  in  New  York." 

The  first  use  of  ttie  name  "  break-bone  fever  "  that  I 
have  found  is  by  Webster.  It  was  applied  to  a  bilious 
remittent  fever  which  was  epidemic  in  Pliiladclphia  in 
the  summer  of  1780.  The  fever  was  accompanied  by 
"  such  acute  pains  in  the  back,  hips  and  neck,  as  to  obtain 
the  name  of  brcak-bone-fcver" 
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KK/AUm  nAHKLIN'S  ACCOUNT  OP  INOCULATION   IN   BOSTON. 

"  London  Feb.  i6,  1759. 

"Having  been  desired  by  my  grea.tly  esteemwJ  iricnd  Dr.  William 
Keberilcen,  F.R.S.,  one  of  the  principal  physiciui»  of  this  city, 
to  conimunicitte  what  account  I  had  o[  the  success  of  Inoculation  in 
Boston.  New  England,  1  some  time  since  wrote  and  sent  to  him 
the  fullowiiiK  p^per,  viz.,  About  [753  or  54,  the  Small  Pox  made  its 
appearance  m  Boston,  New  England.  It  had  not  spread  in  the 
town  for  many  years  before  so  thai  there  wfts  a  great  number  of  the 
inhabimnts  to  have  it. 

"  Al  first  endeavors  were  made  to  prevent  its  spreading  by  re- 
moving the  sick  or  guarding  the  houses  m  which  they  were;  and 
with  the  same  view  Inoculation  was  forbidden ;  but  when  il  was 
found  that  these  endeavors  were  fruitless,  the  distemper  braking 
out  in  dilTcrenl  quarters  of  the  town,  and  increasing,  inoculation  was 
then  permilled. 

"  Upon  this  all  that  inclined  to  Inoculation  for  themselves  or 
familie:).  hurried  in  to  it  precipitately,  fearing  that  the  affection 
might  otherwise  be  taken  in  the  common  way.  the  numlwrs  inocu- 
lated in  every  neighborhood  spread  the  infection  likewise  more 
speedily  among  those  who  did  not  choose  Inoculation,  so  that  in  a 
few  months  the  distemper  went  thro'  the  town,  and  was  extinct, 
and  the  trade  of  the  town  suffered  only  a  short  interruption,  com- 
pared with  what  had  been  usual  in  former  limes,  the  country  people 
during  the  seasons  of  the  <iickncts  fearing  all  intercourse  with  the 
town.  As  the  practice  of  Inoculation  always  divided  people  into 
parties,  some  coiiteiKliiift  w.ifrnir  for  il,  ;irid  others  a»  strongly 
against  it,  the  latter  asserting  that  the  advantages  pretended  were 
imaginary,  and  that  the  Surgeons  from  views  of  interest  concealed 
or  diminished  the  true  number  of  death;  occasioned  by  Inoculation, 
and  magnif/d  the  number  of  those  who  died  of  the  Small  Pox  in 
the  common  way.  It  was  resolved  by  the  Mxgistrates  of  the  town, 
to  cau«e  a  strict  and  impartial  enquiry  to  lie  made  by  the  Constables 
of  each  ward,  who  were  to  give  in  their  returns  upon  oath:  and 
that  the  enquiry  tnight  be  more  strictly  and  impartially  conducted, 
some  of  the  partisans  for  and  against  the  practice  were  join'd  as 
assistants  to  the  officers,  and  accompanied  them  in  their  progress 
through  the  wards  from  house  to  house.  Their  several  returns  being 
received,  and  summ'd  up  together,  the  numbers  turned  out  as 
follows : 
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Had  the  Small  Pox  in  the  Cognmon  way. 

While*  Blacks 

5059  485 

Received   the  Distemper  hy  InocnUtion, 

Whites  Blacks 

1974  "39 


Of  these  died. 
Whites        Ukcks 

Of   the-ie   died. 

Whites        Blacks 

33  7 


"  Ii  appeared  by  this  account  that  the  deaths  of  those  inoculated 
were  more  in  porporUon  at  this  time  llian  had  been  formerly  ob- 
served, being  something  more  than  one  in  a  luindrcd.  The  favorers 
of  Inoculation  however  would  not  allow  th;Ll  this  was  owtne  ta  any 
error  in  the  former  accounts,  but  rather  to  the  Inoculating  at 
this  time  many  unfit  subjects.  Partly  through  the  impatience  of 
people  who  would  not  wait  the  necessary  preparation,  lest  Ihcy 
should  take  it  in  the  common  way;  and  partly  from  the  importunity 
of  parents  prevailing  with  the  .surgeons  against  tlieir  judgement  and 
advice  to  inoculate  weak  children.  lab<itiring  under  other  disorders. 
because  the  parents  could  not  immediately  move  them  out  of  the 
way  of  the  distemper,  and  thought  they  would  at  least  stand  a  better 
chance  by  being  iniKuIatrd,  than  in  taking  the  infection  a«  tliey 
would  probably  do,  in  the  common  way.  The  Surgeons  and  Physi- 
cians were  also  suddenly  oppressed  with  the  great  hurry  of  bttsineiSf 
which  .to  lia.tly  and  general  an  Inoculation  and  spreading  of  the 
distemper  in  the  common  way  must  occasion,  and  probably  could 
not  so  particularly  attend  to  the  circumstances  of  the  patients  offered 
for  Inoculation. 

"  Inoculation  was  fir*t  practiced  in  Bo^on  by  15r.  Boylston  in 
1720.  It  was  not  used  before  in  any  part  of  America,  and  not  m 
Philadelphia  till  1730.  Some  years  Mncc  an  emiuiry  was  made  in 
Philadelphia  of  the  several  Surgeons  and  Physicians  who  had  prac- 
tised Inoculation,  what  numbers  had  been  by  each  inoculated,  and 
what  was  the  success,  The  retult  of  this  enquiry  was  that  upwards 
of  800  (I  forget  the  exact  number)  had  been  inoculated  at  different 
timex,  and  that  only  four  of  them  had  died.  If  thi«  account  was 
true,  as  I  believe  it  was,  the  reason  of  greater  success  there  than 
had  been  foinid  in  Boston,  when  the  aeneral  loss  by  Inoculation 
used  to  be  estimated  at  about  one  in  it».  may  probably  be  from  this 
circumstance,  that  in  Boston  they  always  keep  the  distemper  out 
as  long  as  they  can.  so  that  when  it  comes,  it  finds  a  greater  number 
of  adult  subjects  than  in  Philadelphia,  where  since  17.10  it  has  gone 
throngh  the  town  once  in  four  or  five  years,  so  thai  the  greatest 
ntunbers  of  subjects  for  Inoculation  must  be  under  that  age. 
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"Notwithstanding  the  now  unoontrovertcd  succe&s  of  Inocula- 
tioD,  it  does  not  tctm  to  make  that  progress  among  th«  common 
people  in  Aiiiwica,  which  was  at  first  cxpixtcd,  ScntpUs  of  coH- 
4citnce  weigh  with  many,  concerning  the  hvfulntst  ot  the  practice, 
and  if  one  parent  or  near  relation  is  against  it,  the  other  does  not 
choose  to  inoculate  a  child  without  free  consent  of  all  parties,  lest 
in  case  of  a  disastrous  event,  perpetual  blame  should  follow.  This 
Scruflt  a  sensible  Clergy  may  in  time  remove.  The  erfettce  of 
haviiiK  the  operation  pcrfortned  by  a  Surgeon,  weighs  with  others, 
for  that  has  been  pretty  high  in  some  parts  of  America;  and  when 
a  coRiiiion  tradesman  or  artificer  has  a  number  in  his  family  to 
have  the  distemper,  it  amounts  to  more  money  than  he  can  well 
spare.  Many  of  these  rather  than  own  liic  Iru^  motive  for  declining 
laocuiation,  Join  with  the  scrupulous  in  their  cry  again&t  it,  and 
influence  others.  A  small  Pamphlet  wrote  in  plain  language  by 
some  skilful  Physician  and  published,  directing  wliat  preparations 
of  the  body  shouEd  be  used  before  the  Inoculation  of  children,  what 
precautions  to  avoid  giving  the  infection  at  the  same  time  in  the 
common  way.  and  how  the  operation  is  to  be  performed,  the  inci- 
sions dressed,  the  patient  treated,  and  on  the  appearance  of  what 
sjmiptoms  a  physician  is  to  be  called,  might  by  encouraging  parents 
to  inoculate  tlteir  own  children,  be  a  means  of  removing  that  objec- 
tion of  the  cxpcnce,  render  the  practice  much  more  general,  and 
thereby  save  the  lives  of  thousands, 

"  B.  Fbanklin 

of  Philadelphia." 

A  pamphlet  of  this  description,  entitled  "  Plain  Instructions  for 
Inoculation  in  the  Small  Pox,"  was  written  by  Dr.  Hcbcrdeen,  who. 
generously,  and  at  his  own  private  expense,  printed  a  very  large 
impression  of  them,  and  put  them  into  the  hands  of  Dr.  Franklin 
for  grituitous  distribution  in  Acncrica. 

NOTE    B. 
"Dr.  Dalhondc's  Deposition: — 

"  First. — About  twentyfive  years  ago,  I  was  at  Cremona,  in 
Italy,  in  the  French  Array,  where  there  were  thirteen  soldiers  upon 
whom  this  operation  was  performed,  of  which  operation  four  died; 
six  recovered  with  abundance  of  trouble  and  care,  being  seized  with 
pgirottdal  tumor:t  and  a  large  inflammation  of  the  throat. 

"One  of  them,  was  opened;  his  diaphragm  was  found  livid,  the 
(lands  of  the  pancreas  tumdied,  and  the  canal  gangrened.  On  the 
ctber  three  the  operation  had  no  effect. 
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"Secondly. — la  the  year  170E,  being  in  Flanders,  Ilicre  was  com- 
mitted to  my  caru  one  Captain  Hitssart,  taken  ill  uf  the  smallpox, 
who  (old  me  in  these  words.  Ten  years  ago  I  was  inoculated  five 
or  SIX  limes  without  that  cursed  jnvcnlion  taking  effect  upon  me; 
must  I  then  ))cri»h?  He  was  so  violenllr  »ciEcd  tliat  he  had  several 
ulcers  upon  his  body,  especially  one  upon  his  arm.  which  occasioned 
a  laraenei^  thereof  through  life. 

"  Thirdly, — At  the  battle  of  Almanta  in  Spain,  the  smallpox  being 
in  the  army,  two  Muscovite  soldiers  had  the  operation  perfonncd 
upon  them;  one  recovered,  the  other  received  no  ImpreRiion,  but  six 
weeks  Ihercaftcr  was  seized  with  a  frenzy,  and  swelled  all  over  his 
body.  They,  not  calling  to  mind  that  the  operation  had  been  per- 
formed upon  him,  believed  that  he  had  been  poisoned.  It  was 
ordered  by  two  of  the  King  of  Spain';  physicians,  that  the  body 
should  be  opened.  His  lungs  were  found  ulcerated;  from  whence 
they  concluded  it  was  the  effect  of  that  corruption,  which  having 
infected  the  lymph  did  throw  itself  upon  that  vital  part,  which 
occasioned  his  sudden  death.    By  me 

•■  Da,  I-AWRRKCt  Dalhomm: 

"  Boston.  July  aand,  i/ai 

"  The  abo\-e  is  a  true  translation  from  tlie  declaration  made 
in  French  by  Dr.  Dalhonde,  done  at  the  instance  and  retjuest  of  the 
Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Boston. 

By      Wn-UAM  f>oucLASS 
Joseph  Mamok 

Tiu.  Clark  1 

WiLUAU  Wei-sted  J  ^^ 


lust.  Pac." 
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CHAPTER    III. 


EPIDEMIC  SICKNESS  AND  MORTALITY  IN  NORTH  AMERICA 
FROM  ITS  EARLIEST  DISCOVERY  BY  THE  ENGLISH  TO 
THE    YEAH    180O    (  CONTINIIED). 

Yellow  Fever. 

The  first  recorded  appearance  of  what  was  un- 
doubtedly yeltow  fever  in  what  is  now  the  United  States 
was  in  1647.  Our  account  of  it  is  derived  from  Win- 
throp's  "  Historj-  of  New  England."  It  led  to  the  first 
quarantine  regulation  known  to  have  been  made  in  this 
country.  The  disease  was  at  that  time  most  commonly 
known  as  the  Barhadoes  Distemper. 

News  came  to  Massachusetts  in  1647  ^^^^^  there  had 
been  a  drought  in  the  Barbadoes, 

"followed  prsrsently  by  a  grcai  morUlity,  (whether  it  were  the 
pl&gue  nr  pe.stil«nl  fever  it  killed  in  three  dnys)  that  in  Barba- 
does there  died  6,000.  and  in  Christophers,  of  English  and  French 
men,  near  a^  inaiiy.  and  in  othicr  i.^laiuU  proportionahic.  The  re- 
port of  this  coming  lo  iis  by  a  vessel  which  came  from  Fayal,  the 
Court  published  an  urdcr,  that  all  vessels  which  i^houltl  come  from 
the  West  Indies,  should  stay  at  the  Castle  and  not  come  on  shore, 
nor  ptit  any  goods  on  shore,  without  license  of  three  of  the  council, 
on  |i;iin  of  lOO  puutids,  nor  any  to  ({o  aboard,  etc.,  on  like  (tcnally. 
The  like  order  was  sent  to  Salem  and  other  Haven  towns.  But 
one  Roodinan  Dell,  of  Boston,  coming  from  Christophers  in  3 
small  pinnace,  .ind  being  put  into  Clouccftlcr.  and  there  forhiddcn 
to  land,  and  informed  of  the  order  of  Court  yet  coming  into  the 
Bay  and  licing  hailed  by  the  Caslle  honi,  and  after  hy  the  Captain 
of  the  Castle,  denied  that  he  came  from  the  West  Indies,  and 
having  taljcn  in  i  fishermen  (whom  the  Captain  knew)  who  joined 
with  him  in  the  same  lie.  ihcy  were  let  pass,  and  so  came  on  shore 
at  Boston,  before  it  was  knowr.  Bnt  such  of  the  Council  as  were 
near  assembled  (he  next  day,  and  sent  for  some  of  the  company. 


Ill 

and  upon  txaininaiion  findinf^  ihnt  Itie  .sickness  had  be«n  c»»cd 
at  Christophers  3  months  before  ihcy  CKinc  forth,  so  as  there  could 
be  no  danger  of  infedion  in  iheir  iMrrsons,  thry  gave  them  liberty 
to  continue  on  shor«,  but  for  cotton  and  such  goods  as  might  retain 
the  infection,  they  ordered  ihcm  to  Iw  laid  in  a  hous«  remote,  and 
for  Dell,  he  waf*  hounrl  over  to  the  next  Court  10  answer  his 
conlcmpl.  About  14  days  alter  came  a  ship  from  Malago,  which 
had  stayed  9  days  »t  n»rbadoc^  She  was  <ilup|ie:l  at  the  Castle. 
The  Captain  brought  the  Master  and  2  others  to  Boston  (which 
he  ought  not  to  have  dune).  Four  magistrates  examined  them 
upon  oath  and  finding  they  were  all  well,  save  two  (who  had  the 
flux),  and  no  goods  from  Barbadoes  but  3  hags  of  cotton,  which 
were  ordered  lo  lie  landed  etc.  at  an  island,  the  ship  was  swSered 
to  come  up.  but  none  to  come  on  shore  for  a  week  after  etc." 

In  the  session  of  the  General  Court  in  the  spring  of 
[649  it  is  recorded  that — 

"The  Courie  duthe  thinke  mcetc,  that  (he  order,  concerning  the 
Slotting  of  West  India  ships  at  the  Castle  should  hereby  be  re- 
pealed ieeing:  it  hath  pleased  God  to  stay  the  sickness  there," 

On  October  11,  1665,  the  General  Court  ordered  all 
vessels  coixiing  from  England  to  be  quarantined  owing 
lo  tlie  great  plague  of  London,  which  was  tlieit  prevail- 
ing, tlie  plague  of  wltich  IX'foc  wrote  his  faniotis  descrip- 
tion. 

In  the  summer  of  1693  a  fleet  of  English  war-ships 
under  command  of  Sir  Francis  Wheeler  put  into  Boston 
Harbor  from  the  Barbadoes.  Sewall  *  writes  of  a  num- 
ber of  deallis  which  occurred  from  the  "  Fever"  con- 
veyed by  the  ships : 

"  Last  night  Tim  Wadsworth's  man  dies  of  the  Fever  of  the 
Fleet,  as  is  supposed,  he  having  been  on  board  and  in  the  Hold  of 
some  ship.  Town  is  much  startled  at  it."  July  24,  "  Capi.  Turcll 
is  buried.     Mr.  Joseph  Dassaett  was  buried  yesterday,  bt'ing  much 

lamented.    Jno  Shove  and Saxton  died  before,  all  of  the  Fleet 

Fever,  as  is  supposed;  besides  others.    The  Town  is  much  startled, 


'  Diary,  Massachusetts  Historical  Society's  Collections,  fifth  series, 
vol  V.  pp.  379^  380. 
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Capt.  Byfield  «peaik»  of  rrmoving  his  wife  and  daugtiiers  to  Bristol, 
One  of  the  Fleet-Women  dies  this  day,  July  24,  1693,  at  David 
Johnsou's  over  auain&t   the  Tuwn-hotise. 

"July  25,  Three  Carjientcrs  <lie. 

"July  26.  Dr.  Pcmbcrton  dies.  Persons  arc  generally  under 
much  cnnslernatinii,  which  Mr.  WiHxrd  takes  notice  of  in  his 
prayers." 

With  the  judge's  well-known  delight  in  attending 
sick-beds  and  funerals  this  must  have  been  a  time  of 
sincere  joy  to  him. 

In  i6(p9  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  Philadelphia 
were  devastated  by  a  most  malignant  epidemic  of  yellow 
fever.  It  made  its  appearance  in  Philadelphia  towards 
the  latter  part  of  August,  and  before  it  ceased  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  deaths  had  occurred  from  it.  This  was 
a  very  large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city, 
which  was  then  hut  seventeen  years  old.  Watson  - 
quotes  from  a  manuscript  found  among  the  papers  of 
Isaac  Norris,  Sr.,  the  following  remarks  concerning  it : 

"About  the  lime  of  harvest  proved  the  hottest  summer  he  had 
ever  experienced.  Several  persons  died  in  the  field  with  the  violence 
of  the  heat." 

Of  the  fever  he  says, — 

"TiuB  is  quite  the  BarbadoeD  distemper  —  ibey  void  and  vomit 
blood  There  is  not  a  day  nor  night  has  passed  for  several  weeks, 
but  wc  have  the  account  of  the  death  or  sickness  of  some  friend 
or  neighbor.  It  hath  been  sometimes  very  sickly,  but  I  never 
before  knew  it  fto  rnorlal  a*  now;  nine  ]>ersons  Uy  dead  in  one 
day  at  the  same  time;  very  few  recover  All  business  and  trade 
down.    The  fall  itself  was  extremely  moderate  and  o[»en." 

Thomas  Story  in  his  Journal  says  from  six  to  eight 
persons  died  daily  of  the  fever,  and  adds, — 


'Annals  of  Philadelphia,  vol.  ii.  p.  270. 
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"  Great  was  the  fear  that  felt  upon  all  flesh.  I  saw  no  lofty  or 
aiiy  counlenances.  nor  heard  any  vain  jetjiing;  but  every  face 
gathered  paleness,  and  man^r  hearts  were  humbled." 

In  Charleston  an  outbreak  of  smallpox  occurred  simul- 
taneously with  the  yellow  fever,  and  an  immense  tidal 
wave  swept  over  the  town,  so  that  the  terrified  inhabi- 
tants were  so  panic-stricken  tliat  many  permanently 
moved  away  from  a  city  which  seemed  doomed  to  de- 
struction. 

In  1702  yellow  fever  prevailed  in  New  York.  It  seems 
to  iiave  been  of  the  utmost  maligfnancy,  as  few  whom  it 
attacked  survived  the  disease.  It  was  popularly  termed 
"  the  great  sickness,"  and  has  been  called  *'  the  American 
plague."  In  a  population  of  between  six  thousand  and 
seven  thousand  there  were  five  hundred  deaths  up  to  the 
1st  of  September,  and  seventy  more  in  the  first  week  of 
that  month.  Its  ravages  began  some  time  in  the  summer. 
^he  epidemic  was  so  alarming  as  to  cause  the  Assembly 
j^  New  York  to  meet  at  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  instead  of  ■ 

the  city  of  New  York.    The  disease  was  supposed  to 

re  been  imported  from  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies. 

In  1732  New  York  was  visited  in  the  autumn  by  "a 

lignant  infectious  fever/'  of  which  seventy  persons 

d  in  a  few  weeks. 

The  "  American  plague"  raged  in  Charleston,  South 
olina,  at  the  same  time. 

_^  1737.  1741.  and  17+2  yellow  fever  was  prevalent 
inia.*     Dr.  John  Mitchell  had  an  opportunity  to 


information  cnnccming  itg  existence  is  derived  from  an 
it  of  the  Yellow  Fever  which  prevailed  in  Virginia  in  ihe 
'?J7.  1741.  and  1742.  in  a  Lcitcr  to  the  late  Cadwalladcr  Coldcn. 
■(  New  York,  from  the  laic  John  Mitchell,  M.D..  F.R.S.,  of 
"  published  in  the  AtufrictiH  Medical  and  Philosopkual 
voL  iv.,  1814. 
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see  and  treat  a  number  of  cases,  and  in  some  instances  to 
perform  autopsies.  Dr.  Rush  refers  to  these  records  of 
Dr.  Mitchell's  work,  which  were  given  to  him  in  manu- 
script form  by  Benjamin  Frankhn,  as  having  aflForded 
him  much  valuable  aid  in  his  own  studies  of  the  disease. 
Dr.  Rush  sent  Dr.  Mitchell's  manuscript  to  Dr.  Hosadc, 
of  New  York,  and  he  published  it  in  the  Medicai  and 
Philosophical  Register  m  1814. 

In  1743  New  York  was  invaded  by  "  the  bilious 
plague."  Out  of  a  population  of  between  seven  and 
eight  thousand,  two  hundred  and  seventeen  died  of  it. 
Cadwallader  Q>1den  says  it  occurred  in  the  portions  of 
the  city  which  were  built  on  swampy  ground  and  near 
the  wliarves.  This  occasioned  llie  first  official  report  of 
the  city's  niortaHty.    It  read  as  follows: 


"  New  York,  October  34,   174J.     By  Ihe  Mayor  o(  the  City.     An 
account  of  persons  buried  in  the  City  of  New  York: 


'From  July  25  to  Sept.  25.  1743 
Grown  perwns     114 
Cbildrcn  SI 

165 


From  Sept  25  to  Oct.  22 

Children  16 

Grown  persons       36 

52 
165 


ai7 

"  And  I  do  find,  by  the  best  information  I  have  from  the  doctors, 
ftc.,  of  this  city,  that  the  tatc  distemper  is  now  over. 

"JoBM  Ckugis.  Mayor." 

In  the  year  1762  yellow  fever  was  epidemic  in  Phila- 
delphia to  a  very  alarming  extent,  although  but  slight 
records  of  its  ravages  have  descended  to  us.  On  Septem- 
ber 7,  1793.  Dr.  John  Redman  read  an  account  of  the 
epidemic  as  he  remembered  it  to  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians of  Philadelphia,  and  in  1865  his  narrative  was  pub- 
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lished  by  the  College.  At  the  time  when  he  read  his 
account  Philadelphia  was  again  suffering  from  an  epi- 
demic of  yellow  fever  of  much  more  serious  proportions 
than  the  one  which  he  described,  and  those  who  listened 
to  the  venerable  physician  must  have  done  so  with  pecu- 
liar interest  in  ttie  eiTort  to  gain  some  practical  points  of 
which  to  avail  themselves  in  their  present  state.  For  this 
reason,  too,  the  paper  dealt  very  largely  with  the  method 
of  treatment  employed  in  1762.  Dr.  Redman  treated  his 
first  case  of  yellow  fever  in  that  year  on  the  28th  of 
August,  but  he  modestly  suggests  that  phy-iiicians  of 
larger  practice,  such  as  "  Drs.  Bonds,"  might  have  seen 
cases  during  the  preceding  week.  By  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember, however,  he  was  visiting  as  many  as  eighteen  or 
twenty  yellow  fever  patients  daily,  exclusive  of  convales- 
cents. From  that  date  the  epidemic  declined  until  the 
end  of  October,  when  it  liad  practically  ceased.  The  epi- 
demic was  mostly  circumscribed  between  "  Pine  street 
northerly  to  three  or  four  squares  from  thence  soutlierly, 
and  extended  from  Front  or  Water  street  to  Third  or 
Fourth  street  westward."  Its  origin  was  traced  to  some 
"small,  back  tenements,  forming  a  kind  of  court,  the 
entrance  to  which  was  by  two  narrow  alleys  from  Front 
and  Pine  Streets,  and  where  sailors  often  had  their  lodg- 
ings, to  which  a  sick  sailor  from  on  board  a  vessel  from 
the  Havannah  (where  it  then  raged)  was  brought  pri- 
vately after  night,  before  the  vessel  had  come  up  to  town, 
to  the  house  of  one  Leadbetter.  where  he  soon  died,  and 
was  secretly  buried;  and  I  believe  Leadbetter,  with  most 
of  bis  family  and  many  others  in  that  court,  soon  after 
fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  distemper."  , 

Dr.  Redman  gives  a  very  \^vfd  picture  of  the  symp- 
toms presented  by  the  victims  of  tlie  disease.  In  his  treat- 
ment he  discarded  venesection.     He  says  that  he  had 
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observed  when  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Kcantey.  Sr..  during  Ac 
qiideinic  of  1741  (2),  "  when  the  jfcllow  fever  was  first 
introduced  here,"  that  his  preceptor  got  better  resolts 
from  the  free  use  of  saline  purgati«-cs  than  from  any 
other  treatment  He  based  his  treatment  of  his  cases, 
therefore,  on  first  producing  thorou^  purgation  with 
Glauber's  salts,  and  then  sustaining  the  patient  wiA 
cordials  or  wine,  accompanied  by  "  an  antiemetic,  com- 
(wsed  of  tartar  vitriolat  gr.  x,  and  a  half  or  whole  drop 
of  ol.  cinnamon  every  four  hours,  in  a  spoonful!  of  simple 
mint  or  cinnamon  water,  and  two  spoonfulls  of  a  strong 
decoction  of  snakeroot  every  two  hours."  As  soon  as  the 
gastro-intcstinal  symptoms  were  brought  under  control 
he  induced  gentle  but  free  perspiration.  From  the  onset 
of  the  case  until  all  vomiting  had  ceased  he  kept  "  an 
anodyne  stomachic  plaister  of  theriaca"  applied  to  the 
pit  of  the  stomach.  He  did  not  use  much  Peruvian  bark 
(quinine),  as  he  was  fearful  of  its  irritating  eflfcct  upon 
the  slomach-  He  recommended  pediluvia  for  headache 
and  frequent  sponging  with  vinegar.  In  order  to  lessen 
the  danger  of  contagion  lie  had  a  bowl  of  vinegar  kept 
in  the  patient's  room  and  "  a  hot  iron  sometimes  put 
therein,"  and  upon  approaching  the  patient  it  was  his 
custom  to  first  dii>  his  hand,  with  which  he  meant  to  feel 
the  pulse,  in  it  and  rub  some  of  the  vinegar  on  his  face. 
He  adds: 


"  Thin  wai  Ihc  chief  prcvtnlivc  or  preservative  I  used,  besides 
great  temperance,  avoiding  to  visit  patients  fasting  if  possible,  and 
keeiiiiiK  lutiaccu  in  my  mouth  while  in  the  sickroom,  not  from  any 
rxpectation  of  benefit  from  any  qnnljty  in  the  tobacco,  except  that 
of  preventing  my  swallowing  my  saliva.  This  method  I  found  better 
than  a  constani  use  of  preservatives,  which  after  a  little  time  1  per- 
ceived to  affect  my  mind  with  sucli  fears  as  I  ihonght  were  lilccly 
to  render  me  more  susceptible  of  infection  than  the  omission  of 
them,  and  so  discarded  them  Mid  went  fearless  tho'  not  thoughtless 
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The  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  which  ravaged  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  in  the  autumn  of  1793  \vzs  again  studied 
and  written  of  by  the  same  great  observer.*  It  is  to  his 
carefully  kept  records  that  we  are  indebted  for  much  of 
our  knowledge  of  the  epidemic. 

Some  isolated  cases,  which  Dr.  Rush  was  disposed  to 
consider  as  sporadic  instances  of  tlie  disease,  made  their 
appearance  early  in  August.  Finding,  however,  in  con- 
versation with  Drs.  Foulke  and  Hodge,  that  they  likewise 
had  seen  a  number  of  cases,  he  became  convinced  that 
the  fever  was  becoming^  epidemic.  He  attributed  its 
source  to  a  quantity  of  damaged  coffee  which  had  been 
thrown  out  on  a  wharf  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  tlie  houM  of  one  of  his  patients  and  had  there  decom- 
posed. The  reasons  that  lead  him  to  this  conclusion  he 
advances  as  follows; " 

"A  quanttt}'  of  damaged  coffee,  was  exposed  at  a  time  (July  the 
35tb)  and  in  a  situation  (on  a  wharf,  and  in  a  doc^)  which  faTtwed 
its  putrefaction,  and  exhalation.  Its  smell  was  highly  putrid  and 
offeiuive,  inKnnudi  that  the  iahabitanis  of  the  hou&es  in  Water  and 
Front  Streets,  who  were  near  it,  were  obliged  in  the  hmtcst  weather 
to  cxrlode  it.  by  shutting  their  doors  and  windows.  Even  persons, 
who  only  walked  along  thoAc  .ttrccts.  complained  of  nn  intolerable 
foeter,  which  upon  enquiry  was  constantly  traced  to  the  putrid  coffee- 
It  should  not  surprize  us,  that  this  seed,  so  inufleniiivc  in  its  iiatursd 
state,  should  produce,  after  its  putrefaction,  a  violent  fever.    The 

•  An  Account  of  the  Bilious  remitting  Yellow  Fever  as  it  appenred 
in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  in  the  year  1793,  by  Benjamin  Rush, 
Phila.  1794;  a!«j  sec  Minutes  nf  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee 
appointed  on  the  14th  September,  1793,  hy  the  Citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  Northerti  Libcnics  and  the  District  of  SouthwArV,  to 
attend  to  and  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  afflicted  with  the  Malig- 
nant Fever.  pre>-alcnt  in  the  City  and  its  vicinity,  with  an  appendix. 
Philadelphia.  1794. 

•An  Enquiry  into  the  Origin  of  the  late  Epidemic  Fever  in  Phila- 
delphia; in  a  Letter  to  Dr.  John  Redman,  from  Doctor  Beiijaniin 
Rush,    Philadelphia,  1793. 


Dk.  Adam  Ki'hn.  l*u.  Joii.-o   Kkijuan. 

(RrlimlitiTd  [roin  Moftoti'*  "Hklan'  af  III*  Prniihylfaiitu  Hmpllsl.") 
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record*  of  nwdicine  htmiih  instances  of  umilax  fevers  bein^  pro- 
dtmd.  by  the  putrefactioo  of  manjr  tjtber  rcgrtable  tobstanccs.  .  .  . 
The  rapid  progress  of  tb«  fe%'er  from  Water  Street,  and  the  coanes 
tbroBgh  wbkh  it  travelled  into  otber  puts  of  the  dtf,  afford  a  stnag 
wMeace  that  it  was  at  first  propagated  chkfly  bjr  exhalation  ttXKO 
the  putrid  eoffee.  It  is  renurkable  that  it  passed  first  throogh  tbo«c 
alleys  atkd  street*  which  were  in  (he  course  of  the  winds  thai  blew 
across  the  dock  and  whari  where  the  cofFee  Uy.  and  that  persons 
were  affected  at  a  much  greater  distance  from  Water  Street  by  that 
means,  than  was  afterwards  known  by  meaits  of  the  contagion  which 
was  generated  by  infected  persons. 

**  Hlany  persons  who  had  worked,  or  even  vinted  io  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  exhalation  from  the  coffee,  early  in  die  month  of 
Attgtiit,  were  indisposed  afterwards  with  sacknesa.  poking,  and 
yellow  sweat,  long  before  the  air  of  Water  Street  was  so  mnch  im- 
pregnated with  the  contagion,  as  to  produce  such  effects,  atid  several 
patients  whom  I  attended  in  the  j-ellow  fever  declared  to  me.  or  to 
their  friends,  that  their  indisposition  began  exactly  at  the  time  they 
iabaled  the  offettsive  effluvia  of  the  coffee." 

Dr.  Rush  expressed  his  opinion  to  many  of  his  fdlow- 
practitioners  and  citizens  that  yellow  fever  w-as  present 
in  the  city  in  epidemic  form.  For  this  warning  he  was 
tfie  victim  of  much  ridicule  and  contempt  However, 
the  governor  of  Pennsylvania  ordered  Dr.  James  Hutch- 
inson, who  was  "  inspector  of  sickly  vessels,"  to  inquire 
as  to  whether  an  epidemic  did  exist-  He  wrote  to  Dr. 
Rush,  who  in  return  told  him  of  a  number  of  instances 
in  which  he  had  seen  cases  of  the  disease.  On  August 
28,  1793.  Dr.  Hutchinson  published  the  following  notice 
in  the  American  Daily  Advertiser: 

"  The  governor  having  directed  an  enqoiry  to  ascertain  the  facts, 
respecting  the  existence  of  a  conta^ou»  fever  in  the  city,  and  the 
probable  means  of  removing  it.  Dr.  Hmcbinsoo,  the  physidan  of  the 
port,  has  made  the  following  rtatemcnt  upon  the  subject,  in  a  letter  to 
Nathaniel  Fakoner.  Esq.,  bealth-oScer  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia: 

'Dkak  Shi. 

"  Immediately  on  the  receip*  of  your  letter,  with  the  enclosore 
from  the  governor,  stating  that  a  considerable  alarm  had  taken  place. 
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in  consequence  of  the  appearance  of  an  infectious  disorder  in  this 
city,  J  endeavoured  to  take  measure!)  to  asccnain  the  facts,  relative 
to  the  cxiaCcnce  of  such  disease :  for  this  puqiose  I  wrote  to  such  of 
my  brethren,  who  Itad  been  called  on  to  attend  persons  supposed  to 
have  been  infected,  and  Irom  their  answers  as  vi'-ell  as  from  my  own 
observations,  I  am  convinced  that  a  mali^ant  fever  has  lately  made 
its  appearance  in  Water-street  and  in  Kensington;  principally  in 
Water-»treet  between  Arth  and  Race-streets.  This  part  of  the  city 
I  examined  personally  on  Thursday  and  Friday  last,  and  found  that 
cast  of  Front-street,  and  between  Arch  and  Race-streets,  sixty-seven 
persons  were  diseased,  many  with  the  maliffiiant  fever.  Thirteen  of 
them  arc  since  dead,  and  numbers  remain  ill.  For  a  while  this  fewer 
was  confined  to  the  above  mentjonect  part  of  ihe  city,  but  the  dis- 
order  is  spreading,  and  now  appears  in  other  places,  so  that  several 
arc  a/Tected  in  other  pans  of  Water-street,  some  in  Second -street, 
some  in  Vine-street,  some  in  Carter's  alley,  some  in  other  strcela; 
but  in  most  ca^es  ihc  contagion  can  be  traced  to  Water-street,  Dr, 
Say,  who  has  attended  more  in  this  disease  than  any  other  physician, 
informs  mc  that  he  first  observed  it  in  Kensington,  on  ihe  fifth  or 
sixth  of  this  month ;  lltal  he  did  not  perceive  it  in  Water-street,  until 
about  the  twelfth  or  fifteenth,  but  that  on  its  appearance  in  the  latter 
place,  the  whole  neighborhood  was  soon  alTeclcd.  He  further 
informs  mc,  that  he  has  at  this  time  upwards  of  40  patients,  which  he 
supposes  to  be  infected  ;  and  that  he  has  lost  about  20  patients  in  this 
disease  since  its  first  appearance.  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain, the  number  of  persons  who  have  died  altogether  of  this  fever, 
amounts  to  40  or  ihcrcatout*.* 

"  The  general  opinion  both  of  the  medical  gentlemen,  and  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Water-street  is,  that  the  contagion  originated  from 
some  damaged  coflfcc,  or  other  putrefied  vegetable  and  animal  mat- 
ters; and  on  enquiry,  it  appears,  that  on  a  few  wharfs  above  Arch- 
strcct.  there  was  not  only  a  quantity  of  damaged  coffee,  which  was 
extremely  offensive,  cxpo.'ied  for  .lome  lime,  but  also  some  putrid 
hides,  and  other  putrid  animal  and  vegetable  substances.  Should, 
however,  Dr,  Say's  opinion  be  well  founded,  that  he  observed  the 
disease  in  Kensington  previously  to  its  appearance  in  Water-street, 
this  cannot  he  the  original  cause  of  the  contagion.  It  does  not  appear 
to  he  an  imported  disease:  for  I  have  learned  of  no  foreigners  or 
sailors  that  have  hitherlo  been  infected,  nor  has  it  been  found  in 
any  lodging  houses,  but  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  principally  confined 

•Dr.  Rush  lakes  issue  with  Ihe  last  stalemenl.  expressing  his 
opinion  that  the  number  at  that  time  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty. 
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to  the  inhabitants  of  Water-sLrcet,  and  such  as  have  done  bu»iiieis, 
or  had  considerable  imercaurse.  with  that  part  of  the  city.  The 
Dispensary  physicians  tell  me,  that  out  of  the  large  number  of  side, 
now  under  iJie  care  of  lliat  charitable  in&Utulion,  they  have  had  but 
one  pcfion  afflicted  wilh  this  fever.  In  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 
the  disorder  does  not  exist. 

"  The  disease  appears  differently  in  different  persons;  it  puts  on 
all  the  intermediate  forms  between  a  mild  remittent  and  the  worst 
species  of  Typhus  Gravior.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  College  of  Physicians,  which  contains  their  recommendation 
of  the  means  for  preventing  the  future  progress  of  the  disease. 
"  I  am  with  great  respect 

"  Your  most  obedient  servant 

'■  J.  HUTCBINSOK. 
"  PHtLADELPHIA 
August  37th.  1793" 

Many  attributed  the  disease  to  contagion  brought  by 
the  brip  "  Mary,"  Captain  Rush,  from  Cape  Francois,  but 
tliis  idea  was  indignantly  combated  by  Dr.  Devcze,  who 
had  been  a  passenger  on  the  vessel.  He  says  that  on  the 
arrival  of  the  vessel  they  had  but  three  cases  of  illness 
aboard,  "  a  woman  that  had  miscarried  during  the  voyage, 
and  who  afterwards  died  of  dropsy  at  Bush-llill.  and  two 
ladies  now  in  good  health,  and  who  had  never  the  least 
symptom  of  the  disorder  that  spread  destmction  through 
thi.-;  cit>'." 

Dr.  Isaac  Calhrall  and  many  others  held  that  the  dis- 
ease had  been  imported  by  the  French  privateer  "  Sans 
Culottes,'*  which  had  just  put  into  Philadelphia  with  a 
prize,  the  "  Flora,"  Her  crew  was  largely  made  up  of 
men  shipped  from  a  vessel  she  had  captured  which  had 
been  in  infected  ports,  and  on  landing  in  Philadelphia  Uiey 
lodged  between  Mulberry  and  Sassafras  Streets,  in  a 
house  in  which  the  earliest  undoubted  cases  of  the  disease 
developed.  Dr.  Deveze,  however,  says  "  unless  we  dis- 
believe the  captain  and  surgeon  of  this  vessel,  we  must 
be  convinced  that  neither  the  privateer,  or  the  two  prizes 
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she  brouglit  into  port,  had  any  sick  on  board."  Deveze 
held  that  the  disease  originated  from  atmospheric  con- 
ditions and  was  not  contagious. 

The  College  of  Physicians  held  a  special  meeting  on 
the  25th  of  August  to  consider  tlie  best  metliod  of  check- 
ing the  progress  of  the  disease.  A  committee,  consisting 
of  Drs.  Rush,  Hutchinson.  Say,  and  Wistar,  was  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  some  directions  for  publication  in  the 
newspaijcrs  as  a  guide  to  the  people,  and  it  was  agreed 
to  hold  a  meeting  every  Monday  at  lour  i'.m.  to  discuss 
the  progress  of  the  epidemic.  The  Committee  drew  up 
the  following  directions; 

"  Phjladelphia,  August  26,  1793. 

"The  college  of  physicians  having  taken  into  consideration  the 
malignant  and  contagiou:^  fever  that  now  prevftils  in  this  city,  have 
agreed  to  recommend  to  their  fellow  citizens  the  followicig  nicaTis  of 
preventing  its  progress. 

"  1st.  That  all  unnecessary  intercourse  should  be  avoided  with 
such  persons  »s  are  infected  by  it. 

"  2nd.  To  place  a  mark  upon  (he  door  or  window  oE  sach  houses 
as  have  any  infected  persons  in  it. 

"3rd.  T(i  place  (he  per«>ns  infected  in  the  centre  of  large  and 
airy  rooms,  in  beds  without  curtains,  and  to  pay  the  strictest  regard 
to  cleanlinefiA,  l»y  frequently  changing  ihcir  body  and  bed  linen,  .tlso 
by  removing,  as  speedily  a,i  possible,  all  ofFensivc  matter  from  Ihetr 
rooms. 

"  4th.  To  provide  3  large  and  airy  hospiul  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  city,  for  the  reception  of  such  poor  persons  as  cannot  be 
accommodaled  with  the  aliovc  advantages  in  private  houses. 

"  5th.  To  put  a  stop  to  the  tolling  of  bells. 

"6th.  To  bury  such  persons  as  die  of  this  fever  in  carriagvs,  and 
in  as  private  a  manner  as  possible. 

"  7th,  To  keep  the  streets  and  wharfs  of  the  city  as  clean  as 
possible.  —  As  the  contagion  of  the  disease  may  be  taken  into  the 
body  and  pass  out  of  it.  without  producing  the  fever,  unless  it  be 
rendered  active  by  some  occasional  cause,  the  following  means  should 
be  attended  to,  to  prevent  the  conta^on  being  excited  into  action  in 
the  body, 

"Sth.  To  avoid  all  fatigue  of  body  and  mind. 
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"{Kb.  To  avoid  standing  or  silting  in  the  san;  also  in  a  current 
of  air.  or  in  the  evening  air. 

"  loth-  To  accommodate  the  dress  to  the  weather;  and  to  exceed 
radicr  in  warm  than  in  c<jnl  cIothJTig. 

"  nth.  To  avoid  inlempcmncc,  but  to  use  fcmicnled  liquors,  such 
as  wine,  beer,  aiid  cyder,  in  mudc ration. 

"  The  College  conccivts  Area  to  he  very  incfTcctual,  if  not  H.-ingcr- 
ous  meiins  of  checking  the  progress  of  this  fever.  They  have  reason 
to  place  more  dependence  u{K)ii  the  burning  of  guu-fiowd^r.  The 
benefits  of  vinegar  and  camffitor,  are  confined  chiefly  to  infected 
rooms,  and  they  cannui  be  used  too  frequently  upon  handkerchiefs, 
or  in  smelling  Itottlcs.  by  persons  whose  dutj*  calls  ihcm  to  visit  or 
attend  the  sick. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  college 

*'  WlIXIAU  SaiPPSN.  ivH., 

Vice-  PresidenL 
Samuel  P.  Griffitts. 

Secretary." 

Carey  ^  gives  an  amusing  account  of  tlie  results  pro- 
duced by  the  publication  of  the  advice  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  in  the  newspapers: 

"  In  consequence  of  this  advice  the  hells  were  immediately  stopped 
from  tolling.  The  expedience  of  this  measure  was  obvious;  as 
Ihey  had  before  been  a]mo.«t  coniiantly  ringing  the  whole  day.  to  as 
to  terrify  mosc  in  health,  and  drive  the  sick,  as  far  as  the  influence 
of  imagination  could  produce  that  effect,  lo  their  graves.  An  idea 
bad  gone  abroad,  that  the  burning  of  fires  in  the  streets,  would 
have  a  tendency  to  purify  the  air.  and  arrest  the  progrress  of  the 
disorder.  The  people  had,  therefore,  almost  every  night  large  firci 
lighted  at  the  corticrji  of  ihc  streets  The  ^h.  the  Mayor,  con- 
formably with  the  opinion  of  the  college  of  physicians,  published  a 
proclamaiiun.  forbidding  this  practice.  As  a  substitute,  many  had 
recourse  to  the  firing  of  guns,  which  ihey  imagined  was  a  certain 
preventive  of  the  disorder.  This  was  carried  .so  far,  and  attended 
with  such  dan|[er,  that  it  was  forbidden  by  an  ordinance  of  the 
Mayor." 


'Brief  Account  of  the  Malignant  Fever  which  prevailed  tu  Phila- 
delphia in  the  year  1793. 
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Dr.  Rush  published  in  the  American  Daily  Advertiser 
of  August  29  a  reiteration  of  his  opinion  that  the  disease 
originated  from  the  decomposing  coffee.  The  mayor  had 
ordered  its  removal  from  the  wharf,  but  Dr.  Foulke 
claimed  that  the  work  was  not  thoroughly  done. 

Dr.  Rush  gives  in  his  "  Account"  a  curious  summing 
up  as  to  how  the  contagion  resulted  in  tlie  fever,  some- 
times from  the  effects  of  the  "  indirect  debility"  which  it 
produced,  sometimes  by  '^direct  debility."  Thus,  imdcr 
the  first  heading  he  mentions  ca.ses  which  occurred  in 
persons,  while  the  contagion  was  in  the  air.  who  became 
fatigued,  or  overheated,  or  who  were  intemperate  in  food 
or  drink.  He  then  goes  on  to  mention  as  producing 
"  direct  debility,"  and  thus  acting  as  exciting  causes  of 
the  disease,  fear,  grief,  cold,  sleep,  and  immoderate 
evacuations. 

The  premonitory  symptoms  of  the  fever  were  "  costive- 
ncss.  a  dull  pain  in  the  right  side,  defect  of  appetite, 
flatulency,  perverted  taste,  heat  in  the  stomach,  giddiness 
or  pain  in  the  head,  a  dull  —  watery  — brilliant,  yellow 
or  red  eye.  dim  and  imperfect  vision,  a  hoarseness  or 
slight  sorethroat.  low  spirits,  or  unusual  vivacity,  a 
moisture  on  the  hands,  a  disposition  to  sweat  at  nights. 
or  after  moderate  exercise,  or  a  sudden  suppression  of 
night  sweats."  These  symptoms  lasted  over  a  period  of 
several  days.  Sometimes  they  were  ab.sent,  the  onset 
being  sudden.  When  the  disease  was  fully  developed, 
Dr.  Rush  expatiates  on  the  great  difference  in  the  counte- 
nance from  that  of  a  person  suffering  from  an  ordinary 
"  bilious  fever."  He  speaks  particularly  of  the  conges- 
tion of  the  eyes,  or  their  jaundiced  appearance.  Dr. 
Rush  lias  left  us  the  most  vivid  and  interesting  account 
of  all  the  various  sj-mptoms  which  manifested  themselves 
in  the  many  patients  who  were  under  his  care.    He  analyzes 
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these  and  points  out  how  difficult  the  dUgnowi  wu  in 
many  of  them.  Perstms  of  all  age*  were  attadeed  by  tlic 
disease,  but  it  was  mofst  common  in  tbove  between  the  agcf 
of  fourteen  and  forty.  Dr.  Rush  saw  a  case  tn  a  child  ot 
ten  weeks.  Men  were  more  frequently  the  victim*  than 
women.  Dr.  Rush  remarked  that  the  refugees  from  tlie 
French  West  Indies,  of  whom  there  were  large  niimlwrs 
ill  the  city,  uuifonnly  ei»ca]>cd.  Dr.  Lining  tiad  prcviuusly 
pointed  out  the  fact  that  negroes  were  what  we  would 
now  call  immune  from  the  disease.  Dr.  Rush  called  tlw 
attention  of  the  public  to  that  fact,  and  thi»  led  to  the 
insertion  of  the  following  notice  in  the  Ataii,  addrcs«ed  to 
Mr.  Claypole,  its  printer: 

"s™ 

"  It  if  with  peculiar  KatUfaclion  that  I  conimunicule  lo  ihv  iniblic, 
through  your  paper,  that  the  African  Socitty,  touched  with  Uu  dU' 
tresses  wliid)  arise  fioni  the  present  dangerous  disorder,  have  volun- 
tarily undertaken  to  furnish  nurses  to  attend  the  ftfflictcd;  and  thui 
by  applying  to  Ahsnlom  Jones  and  William  Gray,  both  number*  o( 
thai  society,  they  may  be  supplied 

"  Maitu.  Clakkbon, 

"  Mayor- 
"  September  6th 

Dr.  Rush,  however,  had  shortly  to  annoimce  that  tliis 
observation  by  Dr.  Lining  was  at  fault,  at  least  as  re- 
garded the  negroes  of  Philadelphia,  hs  many  of  them 
while  performing  their  labors  as  nurses  fell  ill  of  the  dis- 
ease and  died  with  it.  Dr.  Rush  thought  that  butchers, 
house-painters,  grave-diggers,  and  scavengers  were 
exempt  from  the  disease  in  greater  proportion  than  tliose 
who  followed  other  occupations.  The  weather  through- 
out the  duration  of  the  epidemic  was  very  hot  and  sultry. 
No  rain  fell  from  the  25th  of  August  to  the  1 5th  of  OctD- 
ber,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  drops  on  the  glh  of  Sep- 
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tcmber  and  the  12th  of  October,  noc  sa&otat.  Dr.  Rush 
says,  to  lay  the  dust. 

Dr.  Rush  saw  cases  of  the  frrer  in  persons  whom  be 
had  previously  had  in  bis  care  daring  the  epidenik  of 
1762. 

The  epidemic  incnased  at  a  nptd  rate  durii^  the  latter 
paut  o£  Almost  and  the  first  part  oi  September.  This 
led  to  the  poUicatioa  of  the  following  notice  in  the  news- 
papers:* 

*  To  TBE  Bexcvulxxt  Citxisscs. 

'TbcMoi  tiM orerMcrs  of  tbe  poor.  «bo  utcnd  lolfaecara  of  tlw 
bbonrvB  oaifer  the  fnrtJkat  mah^aal  disorder 
oitfcot  with  tbe  tstigvt  wUck  Ikqr  iMdnioe.  and 
assistance.    This,  it  is  hov«L  maj  ht  loaod  unoos 
hiipofart  citiMns.  wbo  actmcd  bj  a  witbafactt  to  coatiibme 
r  3*4  io  tbe  present  distress,  will  offer  ihcmMhct  as  volunteers 
the  active  ot^niBtn  in  tbe  disdur^e  of  what  tbcy  have 
For  whtdi  pnrpose  those  wbo  Mn  thn»  hnmanely  dis- 
stated  tD  applr  to  the  Uajmr.  wbo  will  point  oat  to 
hMTlber  BBTte  «9^nL 
Wlh  iTftJ." 


At  a  brgdy  attended  meeting  at  the  City  Hall  on  the 
I3tfa  of  Septcrnber  the  following  persons  \'oIuntecred  to 
rmiit  tbe  overseers, — namely,  Samuel  Wethcrill.  Israel 
Iirad.  Tbomas  Wistar,  Andrew  Adgate.  Caleb  Lownes. 
Henry  Deforest,  Tbomas  Peters,  Joseph  Inskcep.  Stephen 
Girard,  and  John  Mason.  They  were  tlcputeU  to  investi- 
gate tbe  condition  of  the  sid<  poor  and  report  on  the 
BWawim  best  adapted  for  their  relief. 

A  Ivipc  tvMpital  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick 
1KU  fitted  up  in  the  mansion  of  William  llnmilton,  ^vho 
tf  Out  time  was  abroad.  His  estate  was  known  as  Bush 
Hill,  and  compotcd  the  land  which  would  now  be  bounded 

'  MioMM  oi  the  Proceedings  of  Uie  Coinminec  appointed  on  tbe 
I4lh  ot  ft«fitenil>er,  I7Q3>  t^c.    Philadelphia.  ITM. 
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approximately  by  Vine  Street,  Faimiount  Avenue, 
Twelfth  and  Nineteenth  Streets.  A  large  barn  and 
stable  as  well  as  the  mansion  were  iis«l  for  hospital  pur- 
poses. The  property  was  then  about  a  mile  from  the 
city.  The  tenants  who  occupied  it  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Hamilton  made  some  objection,  but  on  August  31 
it  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  city  authorities. 
Patients  suffering  from  yellow  fever  had  hitherto  been 
taken  to  the  Circus,  which  had  been  used  as  an  exhibition 
place  by  Mr.  Rtckctts,  the  equestrian  performer.  There 
were  four  patients  in  the  Circus  who  were  removed  to 
Bush  Hill. 

Israel  Israel,  Thomas  Wistar,  and  Caleb  Lownes  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  look  into  the  management  of 
this  Bush  Hill  Hospital.  They  refwrted  at  a  meeting  of 
the  citizens  on  September  14.  1793,  "that  the  Hospital 
is  without  order  or  arrangement,  far  from  being  clean, 
and  stands  in  immediate  need  of  several  qualified  persons 
to  begin  and  establish  the  necessary  arrangements. 
There  are  five  or  six  female  attendants;  but  none  quali- 
fied for  the  proper  management  of  the  sick.  It  is  attended 
by  four  Physicians,  viz.  Doctors  Cathral,  Pliysick.  An- 
nan, and  Lcib, — the  latter  is  indisposed  and  unable  to 
attend.  That  there  are  immediately  wanted,  a  person 
qualified  to  arrange  and  manage  a  Hospital,  as  steward, 
a  person  qualified  to  act  as  barber  and  bleeder,  and 
eight  nurses."  The  meeting  then  appointed  a  citizens' 
committee  to  take  the  necessary  measures  to  rehabilitate 
the  hospital  and  to  furnish  relief  to  the  sick.  It  con- 
sisted of 


Matthew  Clarkson.  the  mayor  of  the  city. 
Samuel   WethcritI,  John   Connelly, 

Jon.   D.   Scrg^-ani,  Jacob  Weaver, 

Caleb  Lownc5,  John  McCulloch, 


Israel  Israel, 
Thomis  Wisiar, 
Thomas  Harrison, 
Stephen  Girard, 
Ju&cph  RuEScU, 
Andttvr  Adgate, 
Mathew  Carey, 
Thomas  Savei>', 
WUIiam  Clifton. 
Samuel  Bengc, 


Joseph  Inskeep, 

Williiim  Robinson, 
Jacob  Whitman, 
Hcijry  Dcforcil, 
John  Lctchworlh, 
James   Swain, 
James  Sharswood, 
John  Ha  worth, 
James  Kerr, 
Peter  Helm. 


On  September  i5  the  newly-appointed  managers  of 
Bush  Hill  repotted  on  the  condition  of  affairs  which  they 
found  on  taking  charge  of  and  investigating  the  man- 
agement of  that  hospital.    Carey  says, — 

"A  profligate,  abandoned  Hct  of  nurses  and  attendants  (liardly 
any  of  good  character  could  ai  that  time  be  procured.)  rioted  on 
the  provisions  and  cumrorls  prepared  for  the  ^tck,  who  (unless  at 
the  hours  when  the  doctors  attended)  were  left  almost  entirely 
destitute  of  every  assistance.  The  sick,  the  dying,  and  the  dead, 
were  indiscriminately  mingled  together.  The  ordure,  and  other 
evacuations  of  the  sick,  were  allowed  to  remain  in  the  most  offen- 
sive state  imainnable,  not  the  smallest  appearance  of  order  or 
regularity  existed.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  great  httnian  slaughter-house, 
where  numerous  ^'ictinix  were  immolMed  at  the  altar  of  riot  and 
intemperance.  No  wonder,  then,  that  a  general  dread  of  the  place 
prevailed  through  (he  city,  and  thai  a  removal  to  it  was  considered 
as  the  seal  of  death.  In  consequence,  there  were  various  in.itance5 
of  sick  persons  locking  their  rooms,  and  resisting  every  attempt 
to  carry  Ihcm  away.  At  length,  the  poor  were  so  much  afraid  of 
being  »ent  to  Bushhill,  that  they  would  not  acknowledge  their  ill- 
ness, until  it  was  no  longer  posnible  to  conceal  it." 

They  proceeded  promptly  to  introduce  order  into  this 
chaos,  and  soon  succeeded  in  overcoming  the  popular 
prejudice  against  the  hospital  so  that  people  desired  to 
be  taken  there  as  sonn  as  their  tlhiess  developed,  as  they 
knew  they  would  be  suitably  cared  for. 

Stephen  Girard  and  Peter  Helm  subsequently  volun- 
teered to  act  as  superintendents  of  the  hospital,  and  too 
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much  credit  can  never  be  given  them  for  the  enormous 
labors  they  so  charitably  performed.  Dr.  Deveze  offered 
his  services  as  a  physician,  and  was  assigned  to  medical 
duty  at  the  hospital.  Nine  female  and  ten  male  nurses 
were  employed  in  the  wards.  Drs.  Physick,  Cathral, 
Leil),  and  Annan  made  the  following  propositions  as 
.regarded  their  sen-ices:  1st,  that  the  physicians  would 
attend  tlie  hospital  at  eleven  a.m.  daily;  2d,  tliat  they 
should  be  paid  two  guineas  a  visit;  3d,  Mr.  Graham  and 
two  a,ssistant.s  should  be  appointed  apothecaries;  and, 
4th,  that  they  should  have  the  entire  direction  of  the 
hospital.  To  this  the  managers  agreed  with  the  exception 
that  they  resers-ed  a  room  for  the  use  of  Dr.  Deveze. 
Subsequently  there  appears  to  Iiave  been  much  complaint 
of  irregularity  of  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  physi- 
cians, which  resulted  in  the  division  of  the  hospital  into 
three  parts, — one  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Physick, 
another  under  that  of  Dr.  Deveze.  and  the  third  under 
that  of  Dr.  Leib.  For  some  reason  this  caused  dissatis- 
faction among  the  physicians,  and  they  all  resigned  ex- 
cept Dr.  Deveze.  Dr.  Benjamin  Duffiekl  volunteered  to 
help  him  out  and  was  promptly  appointed. 

Dr.  Jean  Deveze  was  a  French  array  surgeon  who  was 
chief  physician  to  the  French  military  hospital  in  Phila- 
delphia. He  has  left  us  a  most  interesting  account  of  his 
experience  during  the  epidemic." 

Mathew  Carey's  description  of  the  terrible  condition 
of  Philadelphia  during  this  visitation  is  most  vivid: 

*  .\a  Enquiry  into,  and  Observations  upon  the  Cause  and  Effects 
of  Ihe  Epidemic  Di>cas«,  which  raged  in  Philadelphia  from  the 
Month  of  August  till  toward  the  niiddle  of  Decetnb«r.  1793.  By. 
Jean  Deveze,  Master  in  Surgery,  from  Cape  Francais,  Physician  o( 
the  Hospital  at  Bush-Hill,  Surgeon- Major  and  Principal  Physician 
of  the  Military  Hospital  established  by  the  French  Republic  at 
Philadelphia,  1794. 
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"  Most  of  tbubc  whu  could  by  any  means  make  it  cxjnvcnienl, 
Hed  from  the  cily.  Of  tliosc  -who  rcm^iint'd,  many  shut  ihcmsclves 
up  in  their  houses,  being  afraid  to  walk  the  streets.  The  smoke 
of  tobacco  being  regarded  as  a  preventive,  many  persons,  even 
women  and  smalt  boys,  had  scgars  almost  constantly  in  their 
mouths.  OtJier^,  placing  lul]  cottfuJeiice  in  Rarlic,  chewed  it  almost 
the  whole  day;  some  kept  it  in  their  pockets  and  shoes.  Many 
were  afraid  to  allow  the  barbers  or  hair -dressers  to  come  near 
them  having  shaved  the  dead,  and  many  having  engaged  as  bleeders. 
Some  who  carried  their  caution  pretty  far.  bought  lancets  for  ihem* 
selves,  not  daring  to  allow  themselves  to  be  bled  wkh  the  lancets 
of  the  bleeders.  Many  houses  were  scarcely  a  moment  in  the  day, 
free  from  the  smell  of  gunpowder,  burned  tobacco,  nitre,  .sprinkled 
vinegar,  &c.  Some  of  the  Churches  were  almost  deserted,  and 
others  wholly  closed.  The  coffee-house  was  shut  up,  as  was  the 
city  library,  and  most  of  the  public  offices  —  three,  out  of  the 
four,  daily  papers  were  discontinued,  as  were  some  of  the  others. 
Many  devoted  no  small  portion  of  their  time  to  purifying,  scour- 
ing, and  whitewashing  their  rooms.  Those  who  ventured  abroad, 
had  handkerchiefs  or  sponRe.«,  impregnated  with  vinegar  or  cam- 
phor.  at  their  noses,  or  smelling-bottles  full  of  thieves  vinegar," 
Others  carried  pieces  of  tarred  rope  in  Ihcir  hands  or  pockets,  or 
camphor  bags  lied  round  their  necks.  The  corpses  of  the  most 
respectable  cilizens.  even  of  those  who  had  not  died  of  the  epi- 
demic were  carried  to  the  grave  on  the  shafts  of  a  chair,  the  horse 
driven  by  a  negro,  unattended  by  a  friend  or  relation,  and  without 
any  sort  of  ceremony.  People  tinifonnly  and  hastily  shifted  their 
course  at  the  sight  of  a  hearse  coming  towards  them.  Many  never 
walked  on  the  foot-path,  but  went  into  the  mLddllc  of  the  street, 
to  avoid  being  infected  in  passing  houses  wherein  people  had  died. 
Acqtraintance^  and  friends  avoided  each  other  in  the  streets,  and 
only  signified  their  regard  by  a  cold  nod.  The  old  custom  of 
shaking:  hands,  fell  into  such  general  disii?e.  that  many  shrank  back 
with  affright  at  even  the  offer  of  the  hand.  A  peritin  with  crape 
or  any  appearance  of  motirning.  was  shunned  like  a  leper.  And 
many  valued  themselves  highly  on  the  skill  and  address  with  which 
they  got  to  windward  of  every  person  whom  they  met" 


"Thieves'  vinegar,  or  the  vinegar  of  the  four  thieves,  was  a 
preparatinn  the  composiiion  of  which  was  said  to  have  been  dis- 
covered by  four  young  men  during  the  plague  at  Marseilles.  It 
was  said  to  have  rcndere<l  them  immune  from  the  disease  and  enabled 
them  to  rob  the  sick  while  pretending  to  serve  as  nurses. 
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This  terror  gave  rise  to  the  greatest  cruelty  and  lack 
of  feeling.  Many  persons  were  abandoned  by  their 
nearest  relatives  and  friends.  Bodies  were  frequently 
found  lying  in  houses  which  had  been  deserted  by  all 
other  dwellers  in  them.  Women  died  in  childbirth  be- 
cause no  one  would  render  them  assistance  in  their  hour 
of  need.  Wives  deserted  their  husbands,  fathers  their 
children,  and  children  their  parents.  Carey  bears  testi- 
mony, however,  to  the  noble  behavior  of  some  citizens, 
whose  names  should  Iw  forever  perpetuated  on  a  roll  of 
bonor.  He  particularly  praises  Joseph  Tnskeep,  saying, 
"Numerous  arc  the  instances  of  men  restored,  hy  hi.t 
kind  cares  and  attention,  to  their  families,  from  the  very 
jaws  of  death.  In  various  cases  has  he  been  obliged  to 
put  dead  bodies  into  coffins,  wlien  the  relations  had  lied 
from  the  mournful  and  dangerous  office."  He  makes 
honorable  mention  of  .\ndrcw  Adgatc.  Job  Jones,  James 
Wilson.  Jacob  Tomkins,  and  Daniel  Offley.  The  clergy 
in  many  instances  showed  the  noblest  spirit.  Carey  refers 
to  the  labors  of  the  following  ministers  who  remained 
at  their  posts. — viz..  Messrs.  Fleming,  Graessel.  Wink- 
house,  Henry  Helmut h.  C.  V.  Keating,  UstJck,  and 
Dickens.  Other  persons  who  worked  and  spent  their 
money  liberally  to  aid  their  unfortunate  fellow- citizens 
were  Stephen  Girard,  Samuel  Robeson,  Thomas  .Mlilxine, 
Lambert  Wilmcr,  Levi  Hollings worth,  John  Barker, 
Hannah  Paine,  John  Hutchinson,  Magnus  Miller, 
Samuel  Coates,  and  John  Connelly. 

Dr.  Kush  also  gives  ns  an  insight  into  the  awful  horror 
that  fell  over  the  city  in  those  terrible  days.  He  writes 
as  follows: 

"A  cheerful  coimtenance  w-as  scarcely  to  be  seen  in  the  city  for 
six  weeks.  I  recollect  once  in  entering  the  house  of  a  poor  man. 
to  have  met  »  child  of  two  years  old  that  5tnilcd  in  my  face.     I 
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was  i^LrangxIy  affected  with  lliis  sight  (to  discordant  to  my  feelings 
and  the  state  of  the  city)  before  I  recollected  tlic  age  aaJ  ignorance 
of  the  child.  I  was  confined  the  next  day  by  an  atmck  of  the  fever, 
tnd  was  sorry  to  hear  upon  my  recovery,  that  the  father  and  mother 
of  this  little  creature  died,  a  few  days  after  my  last  visit  lo  them. 

"The  streets  everywhere  discovered  marks  of  the  distress  that 
pervaded  the  city.  More  than  one  half  the  Iioubcs  were  shut  up, 
aUhough  not  more  than  one  third  of  the  iiihahttatits  had  t^cd  into 
the  country.  In  walking  for  many  hundred  yards,  few  persons 
were  met.  except  »uch  as  were  in  quest  of  a  physician,  a  nurse, 
a  bleeder,  or  the  men  who  buried  the  dead.  The  hearse  alone  kept 
up  the  remembrance  of  carriages  or  carls  in  the  streets.  Funeral 
processions  were  laid  aside.  A  black  man,  leading  or  driving  a 
horse,  with  a  corpse  on  a  pair  of  chair  wheels,  with  now  and  then 
a  half  dozcu  rclaiions  and  friends  following  at  a  distance  from 
it,  met  (he  eye  in  most  of  Ihc  streets  of  the  city  at  every  hnur  of 
tlie  day,  while  the  noise  of  the  same  wheels  passing  slowly  over 
the  pavements,  kept  alive  anguish  and  fear  in  the  sick  and  well, 
every  hour  of  the  night." 

Watson  "  presents  us  with  the  same  grewsome  picture: 

"Look  then  in  which  way  you  would  thro;igh  the  streets,  and 
you  saw  the  exposed  coffins  on  chair-wheels,  either  in  quick  mo- 
tion, or  you  saw  the  wheels  drawn  before  the  houses  !o  receive 
their  pestilential  charge.  Then  family,  friends,  or  mourners  scarcely 
ever  accompanied  ihem :  and  no  coffin!)  were  ordered  to  please 
the  eye:  but  coarse  stained  wood,  of  ha^ty  fabric,  received  them 
all.  The  graves  were  not  dug  singly,  but  pit*,  which  might  receive 
many  before  entire  filling  up.  were  opened.  In  the  streets  yon 
met  no  cheerful,  heedlco*  faces,  but  pensive  downcast  eyes  and 
hurried  steps,  hastening  to  the  necessary  calls  of  the  sick." 

The  fever  sparer!  no  particular  class  of  society.  Ten 
physicians,  Drs.  Hutchinson,  Morris,  Linn,  Pennington, 
Dodds.  Johnson.  Gicntworth.  Phile,  Graham,  and  Green, 
died  of  yellow  fever  during  the  six  weeks  of  its  preva- 
lence. Almost  every  one  of  the  rest  of  the  profession  that 
remained  suffered  from  an  attack  of  the  disease.    Many 


""  Annats  of  Philadelphia. 
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clergymen  also  fell  victims  to  it.  Of  course  its  ravages 
were  worst  among  the  poor,  who  lived  in  unhygienic 
conditions. 

The  French  refugees,  who  were  supposed  to  be  respon- 
sible for  its  introduction,  were  the  only  people  who  mani- 
fested the  slightest  immunity  to  it.  It  is  probable  that 
most  of  them  had  previously  had  the  disease  when  in  their 
Southern  homes. 

The  citizens  who  fled  Philadelphia  hoping  to  escape 
the  contagion  in  many  instances  fared  hard.  New  York 
placed  guards  at  all  points  by  which  travellers  from 
Philadelphia  would  seek  entry  to  the  cit>',  and  would  let 
none  of  them  in.  Citizens  were  ordered  to  report  all 
strangers  coming  to  their  honses  who  might  recently  liave 
left  Philadelphia.  Merchandise  coming  from  Philadel- 
phia was  ordered  to  be  fumigated  and  exposed  to  the  air 
for  forty-eight  hours.  Trenton  and  Lamberton  took 
similar  measures.  The  Baltimoreaus  resolved  in  town- 
meeting  that  none  of  them  would  receive  in  their  houses 
persons  coming  from  Philadelphia  without  a  certificate 
from  the  health  officer.  Resolutions  like  these,  and  pro- 
claiming rigid  quarantine  against  the  infected  city,  were 
passed  by  almost  all  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  Union 
which  had  any  habitual  intercourse  with  Philadelphia. 
Many  instances  are  related  of  the  misfortunes  which 
befell  the  fleeing  citizen.  How  he  was  compelled  to 
wander  about  the  roads  all  night,  as  none  would  receive 
him,  or  how  he  nearly  starved,  as  he  could  get  no  one 
to  give  him  food. 

The  treatment  of  yellow  fever  in  those  days  was  a 
subject  concerning  which  there  had  been  much  dispute, 
and  tlie  management  nf  the  disease  in  this  particular  epi- 
demic gave  rise  to  one  of  the  most  furious  contests  that 
ever  raged  among  the  members  of  the  medical  profession. 
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In  Dr.  Rush's  book  he  narrates  how  he  tried  many 
methods  of  treatment  without  success  until,  in  reading 
a  manuscript  letter  of  Dr.  John  Mitchell,  of  Virginia, 
which  had  been  put  in  his  hands  by  Benjamin  Frankhn, 
he  was  struck  by  the  method  of  treatment  pursued  by 
Dr.  Mitchell  in  the  yellow  fever  of  1741  in  Virginia. 
This  was  to  use  "  lenitive  cholagogue  purgatives,"  and 
apiieared  to  Dr.  Rush  as  an  excellent  idea,  but  he  says 
he  thought  copious  bloodletting  should  be  added.  He 
proceeded  to  put  his  treatment  into  inunediatc  use.  He 
gave  one  patient  eighty  grains  of  calomelf  with  '"  rather 
more"  rhubarb  and  jalap.  The  patient  recovered,  and 
Dr.  Rush  was  convinced  he  had  struck  the  proper  method 
of  treatment  for  all  cases  of  yellow  fever.  He  was  very 
successful  with  many  patients,  and  says,  "  The  credit  it 
acquired  brought  me  an  immense  accession  of  business." 
He  mentions  the  following  physicians  who  promptly 
adopted  it:  Drs.  Griffith,  Say,  Pennington,  Leib,  Porter, 
Annan,  Woodhouse,  and  Mease. 

Dr.  Rush  outlined  his  plan  of  treatment  to  he  calomel 
purges  in  very  large  dose,  combined  with  rhubarb  and 
jalap,  bloodletting,  cool  air,  cold  drinks,  low  diet,  and 
applications  of  cold  water  to  the  body.  He  quotes  from 
his  note-book  of  September  10,  "Thank  tiod  out  of  one 
hundred  patients,  whom  I  have  visited  or  prescribed  for 
this  day,  I  have  lost  none." 

The  views  of  Dr.  Rush,  however,  provoked  the  greatest 
opposition  among  other  medical  men.  It  is  hard  to  un- 
derstand now  the  anger  with  which  they  attacked  him. 
The  foremost  of  his  foes  was  Dr.  Adam  Kuhn,  who 
published  his  own  method  of  treatment,  over  his  initials, 
in  the  General  Advertiser  of  September  11.  He  placed 
his  reliance  on  hark,  chamomile  tea,  and  cold  affusions, 
with  wine  to  sustain  the  patient's  strength. 
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Now  began  a  vigorous  newspaper  war  between  the 
advocates  of  the  various  methods.  Alexander  Hamilton, 
then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  wrote  a  letter  commend- 
ing in  the  highest  terms  Dr.  Stevens,  who  had  treated 
him.  He  advised  all  wishing  knowledge  on  the  subject 
to  consult  Dr.  Stevens.  Dr.  Stevens  promptly  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  Federal  Gazette  describing  his  treatment. 
These  were  followed  by  letters  from  Dr.  Ciirrie,  Dr.  Por- 
ter, Dr.  Annan,  and  Dr.  Mease,  and  a  host  of  anonymous 
scribes. 

Dr.  Rush  seems  to  have  come  out  the  victor  as  far  as 
public  opinion  was  concerned.  He  certainly  treated  more 
cases  than  any  man  in  Philadelphia.    He  writes, — 

"Between  the  eighth  and  the  istli  of  Scptcmler  I  visited  and 
prcscribci]  for  between  ^n  luincireil  .tnd  an  huntlrci]  and  twenty 
patients  a  day.  Several  of  my  pupils  visited  a  fourth  or  fifth  part 
of  that  number.  For  a  while  wc  refused  no  calls.  In  the  short 
intervals  of  business  which  I  spent  at  my  meals,  my  house  was 
filled  with  patients,  chiefly  the  poor,  wailing  for  advice.  For  many 
weeks  1  »ldom  ut«  without  pre$cribinK  fur  numbers  as  I  sat  at 
my  table.  To  assist  me  at  these  times,  as  well  as  in  llic  night, 
Mr.  Stall,  Mr.  Fisher,  and  Nfr.  Coicc.  accepted  rooms  in  my  house, 
and  became  members  of  my  family.  Their  labours  now  had  no 
remission." 

In  November  the  fever  had  partially  disappeared,  and 
in  response  to  a  request  from  G.>vernor  Thomas  Mifflin 
the  Committee  of  citizens  made  him  a  full  report  on  the 
subject.  It  ap|jcars  from  it  that  from  the  xst  of  August 
to  the  9th  of  November  there  had  been  four  thousand 
and  thirty  interments  in  the  burial-grounds  of  the  city, 
but  as  Christ  CInirch  and  St.  Peter's  Church  were  the 
only  two  cemeteries  which  kept  records  as  to  the  cause  of 
death  in  the  burials  within  them,  there  was  no  accurate 
means  of  determining  just  how  many  deaths  were  due 
to  yellow  fever.     One  hundred  and  ninety-one  orphans 
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had  been  cared  for  by  the  Committee,  and  they  had  dis- 
bursed twenty  thousand  dollars  in  alleviating  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  poor.  They  had  received  donations  of  money 
amounting  to  twenty-two  thousand  dollars,  besides  much 
in  the  way  of  food  and  clothing.  Dr.  Benjamin  Dufheld 
was  rewarded  with  a  present  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and 
Dr.  Deveze  with  a  present  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

The  Committee  agreed  after  the  epidemic  was  over  to 
allow  the  Bush  Hill  Hospital  to  be  used  by  the  French 
government  as  a  hospital  for  a  number  of  sick  and 
wounded  French  soldiers  who  had  arrived  from  the  West 
Indies,  at  a  rate  of  eight  shillings  a  day  for  each  patient 
and  four  dollars  for  each  interment.  Four  members  of 
the  committee  died  during  its  period  of  existence  of  yel- 
low fever,— namely,  Andrew  Adgate,  Jonathan  D.  Ser- 
geant, Joseph  Inskeep,  and  Daniel  Oilley. 

In  1794  yellow  fever  again  appeared  in  Philadelpliia. 
It  is  once  more  Dr.  Rush"  who  has  transmitted  to  us 
an  account  of  the  outbreak.    Dr.  Rush  says,^ 

"  From  the  iiinanuiutory  complexion  of  the  diseases  of  the 
spring,  aiicJ  of  tlie  beginning  of  June,  1  expected  the  fevers  of  ihc 
summer  and  autumn  would  be  of  a  vioicm  and  malignant  nature. 
I  was  the  more  disposed  lo  cnlcrlain  this  view  from  observing  the 
stagnating  filth  of  the  gutters  of  our  city;  for  the  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia havinB  aij  interest  in  rejecting  the  proofs  of  the  generation 
of  the  epidemic  of  1793  in  their  city,  had  neglected  to  introduce 
the  regulations  which  were  necessary  to  prevent  the  production  of 
a.  similar  fever  from  domestic  putrefaction," 

A  few  suspicious  cases  occurred  in  June  and  July,  and 
in  August  the  disease  numbered  many  victims.  On  the 
12th  of  August  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  learned  that 


"  An  Account  of  the  liilions  Remitting  and  Intermitting  Yellow 
Fever,  as  it  api'eared  in  Philadelphia  in  the  year  1794,  By  Benjamin 
Rush. 
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yellow  fever  was  epidemic  in  Baltimore,  and  Dr.  Rush 
attended  a  patient  who  brought  the  disease  with  him  from 
that  city.  On  the  2d  of  September  Dr.  Rush  wrote  to 
the  mayor  stating  that  yellow  fever  was  present  in  Phila- 
delphia in  epidemic  form.  This  brought  much  abuse 
on  the  doctor's  head.  One  of  his  friends  told  him  he  had 
heard  it  proposed  in  a  pubHc  company  to  drum  him  out 
of  the  city.    He  himself  says, — 

"A  charge  of  insanity  which  had  been  made  against  mc  the  year 
before  was  now  revived,  and  propagated  with  so  much  confidence, 
thai  one  of  my  patients  who  had  believed  it,  exprestiied  her  surprise 
at  perceivina  no  deviation  from  my  ordinary  manner,  in  a  sicV- 

rooin." 

Many  physicians  of  the  city  joined  in  the  attack,  as  he 
says  they  were  attending"  cases  of  the  disease  but  did  not 
recognize  them.  Drs.  Physick  and  Dewees  rallied  man- 
fully, however,  tu  his  support. 

The  Board  of  Health  took  an  active  part  in  the  oppo- 
sition to  Dr.  Rush.  They  refused  to  publish  the  epi- 
demic nature  of  the  disease,  or  to  take  any  steps  towards 
reopening  Bush  Hill  Hoi^pital.  The  Committee  invited 
all  the  phy.sicians  of  the  city,  except  Drs.  Rush.  Physick, 
and  Dewees.  to  api^ear  before  them  at  the  City  Hall. 
Those  who  attended  united  in  declaring  that  there  was 
no  reason  to  apprehend  an  outbreak  of  yellow  fever 
in  Philadelphia.  Their  statements  were  published,  and 
appended  to  them  was  an  invitation  to  all  citizens  to 
meet  at  the  City  Hall  to  debate  what  plans  should  be 
adopted  to  prevent  the  disease  entering  the  city  from 
Baltimore. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  before  most  physicians  were 
brought  to  acknowledge  that  the  disease  was  really  in 
their  midst.  It  was  not  so  severe  in  type  nor  did  it  prevail 
to  nearly  the  extent  of  the  epidemic  of  the  preceding  year. 
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Dr.  Rush  attended  upwards  of  two  hundred  cases  l>e- 
tween  the  12th  of  June,  1794,  and  the  ist  of  April,  1795. 

The  winter  of  1794-95  was  an  unusually  mild  one, 
and  this  is  the  reason  cases  manifested  themselves 
throughout  the  whole  winter. 

The  chief  interest  to  us  at  the  present  day  as  regards 
the  yellow  fever  of  1794  is  in  the  violent  difFerenccs  in 
opinion  which  it  occasioned  between  the  professional  men 
of  the  city.  These  were  divided  into  two  camps,  one 
consisting'  of  the  followers  of  Dr.  Rush,  who  believed 
yellow  fever  to  prevail  in  the  city  in  epidemic  form,  the 
other  consisting  of  the  followers  of  Dr.  Kuhn,  wlio  held 
that  there  was  no  reason  for  alarm.  Dr.  Rush  called  his 
opponents  the  Kuneans.  He  claimed  tliat  their  diag:noscs 
were  wrong,  and  gives  us  a  list  of  the  various  names  by 
which  what  were  in  reality  cases  of  yellow  fever  were 
miscalled,  thus:  "  i.  A  common  intermittent.  2.  A 
bilious  fever.  3.  An  inflammatory  remitting  fever.  4. 
A  putrid  fever.  5.  A  nervous  fever.  6.  A  dropsy  of 
the  brain.  7.  A  lethargy.  8.  Pleurisy.  9,  Gout.  10. 
Rheumatism.  11.  Colic.  12.  Dysentery,  and  13.  Sore 
throat."  In  reply  to  the  question  why  he  was  more 
anxious  than  other  physicians  to  have  his  fellow-citizens 
believe  in  the  existence  of  yellow  fever,  he  says, — 

"That  I  consider  the  making  the  ili.«eaj)e  public,  ik.t  .toon  ai  it 
appe»r9  in  a  city,  and  the  calling  it  by  its  common  and  vulgar 
name,  lo  be  a  duty,  indirectly  included  in  that  divine  precept  which 
forbids  the  taking  away  a  human  liic." 

He  accused  his  opponents  of  desiring  to  conceal  the 
existence  of  the  epidemic  because  of  servility  to  wealth, 
"  which  disposes  physicians  to  deny  the  existence  of  pes- 
tilential fevers  in  cities,"  and  because  they  had  all  been 
obliged  to  adopt  the  method  of  treatment  of  fevers  which 
he  had  advocated,  contrary  to  their  views,  in  the  epidemic 
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of  the  preceding  year,  and  were  unwilling  to  ailow  that 
it  was  really  yellow  fever  tlmt  yielded  so  readily  to  that 
r^men,  and  lastly,  because  its  existence  would  supimrt 
the  view  of  Dr.  Rush  that  the  disease  could  be  indigenous 
in  Philadelphia  and  was  not  of  necessity  imported  in 
ships. 

Yellow  fever  attacked  New  Haven.  Conrecticut,  in  the 
suimner  of  1794.'^  In  the  early  part  of  June  Captain 
Trunnan  arrived  from  Martinico  in  a  sloop  which  was 
said  to  have  been  infected  by  cases  of  the  disease.  It 
moored  at  Long  Wharf,  and  in  that  neighborhood  the 
first  cases  of  the  disease  appeared.  There  were  in  all 
sixty- four  cases. 

New  York  suffered  from  a  severe  epidemic  of  yellow 
fever  in  1795-  The  summer  was  excessively  hot  and 
cases  of  enteric  disease  were  common.'*  On  the  19th 
of  July  a  ship,  the  "  Zephyr/*  arrived  at  New  York  from 
Port- au- Prince.  A  boy  in  her  crew  died  soon  after  she 
came  into  port,  and  Dr.  Malachi  Treat,  the  health  officer, 
boarded  the  vessel  and  viewed  the  corpse.  He  developed 
the  fever  and  died  on  the  29th  of  July.  Webster  claims 
that  there  had  been  cases  in  the  city  previous  to  the  arrival 
of  the  "  Zephyr,"  hut  there  was  a  considerable  doubt  as 
regards  the  correctness  of  the  diagnosis  of  the  suspected 
cases,  whereas  there  was  no  reason  to  doubt  its  correct- 
ness in  the  cases  which  ensued  on  the  arrival  of  that 
ship. 

The  ship  "  William,"  which  lay  at  anchor  near  the 


"Two  Letters  on  YclJow  Fever  as  ii  appeared  in  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  in  171)4.  Webster's  Collection  of  E^pers  on  the  subject  of 
Bilious  Fevers, 

"  An  Account  of  the  Epidemic  Yellow  Fever  as  it  appeared  in 
the  City  of  New  York  in  the  year  1795,  by  Valentine  Seaman. 
MJ>.,  New  York,  1796. 
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"  Zephyr,"  soon  had  cases  of  the  disease  develop  among 
her  crew,  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  disease  was 
epidemic  in  Water  and  Cherry  Streets,  and  the  low 
ground  lying  between  those  streets  and  Chatham  and 
George  Streets.  It  was  partiaUarly  violent  near  Peck 
Slip.  Most  of  those  who  contracted  the  disease  were 
strangers  who  had  lately  come  to  the  city.  A  popular 
idea  prevailed  that  alcohol  was  a  prophylactic,  and  Dr. 
G.  H.  Smith"*  says, — 

"  The  dreadful  consequences  which  a  belief  of  thi&  sort  produced, 
were  numerous,  and  shocking  to  the  latit  degree.  The  fear  of 
death,  so  active  in  ignorant  minds,  when  once  aroused:  idleness, 
the  parent  of  every  vice,  and  listlessness,  the  consequence  of  want 
of  employment ;  all  conspired  with  tliis  pernicious  doctrine  to 
effect  the  ruin  of  numbcrG.  Never,  I  helievc,  was  drunkenness  so 
common." 

Many  citizens  fJed  the  city  and  business  was  greatly 
depressed.  A  proclamation  was  issued  by  the  mayor  of 
Philadelphia  prohibiting  communication  with  New  York 
during  the  continuance  of  the  fever.  This  did  not,  how- 
ever, interfere  witli  the  Philadclphians  sending  seven 
thousand  dollars  to  the  mayor  of  New  York  to  be  used 
for  the  comfort  of  the  sick  poor.  The  fever  gradually 
subsided  in  the  autumn.  The  total  number  of  deaths  by 
the  6th  of  October  was  five  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

Yellow  fever  raged  in  Norfolk,  Virginia,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1795.*"  It  was  at  its  height  in  August  and  Sep- 
tember. There  were  two  hundred  and  twenty  deaths 
from  it  in  six  weeks. 

In  1797  yellow  fever  prevailed  largely  in  Philadelphia, 
Norfolk,  and  Charleston.     In  Baltimore  the  epidemic 

"  Utters  to  Dr.  Buell. 

"Letter  of  Dr.  Ramsey,  in  Wcb-ster's  Collection  of  Papers  on 
the  Subject  of  Bilious  Fevers. 


IN   THE   UNITED   STATES. 


141 


assumed  gfreat  virulence.  A  few  scattered  cases  appeared 
in  June  and  July,  and  it  was  not  until  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember that  the  disease  really  could  be  called  epidemic. 
On  the  7tli  of  September  a  frigate  was  launched,  and 
this,  Webster  says,  "  collected  many  people  together,  who 
were  exposed  to  a  hot  sun  and  fatigue,  which  spread 
the  disease."  The  total  number  of  burials  in  the  city 
from  August  i  to  October  29  was  five  hundred  and  forty- 
five. 

In  Philadelphia  in  1797  there  were  a  few  sporadic  cases 
in  June;  in  July  the  epidemic  was  fully  estabhshed. 
There  was  the  nsual  division  of  opinion  as  to  whether 
the  disease  was  engendered  by  some  filthy  quarter  in  Uie 
city  or  whether  it  was  imported.  A  ship,  the  "  Arcthusa," 
bad  arrived  from  Havana  and  Jamaica  on  the  23d  of 
July,  and  it  was  held  by  many  that  it  was  introduced  by 
this  ship;  another  party  held  that  it  originated  in  a  ship, 
the  "  Navigation,"  from  Marseilles.  It  raged  in  the 
district  bounded  by  South  Street,  Front  Street,  Spruce 
Street,  and  the  Delaware  River.  Governor  Mifflin  issued 
a  proclamation  forbidding  communication  with  this  part 
of  the  city.  Barricades  were  erected  at  the  points  wliere 
streets  entered  it  and  yellow  flags  placed  to  wam  people. 
A  fine  of  three  hundred  dollars  was  imposed  on  any  one 
who  should  break  this  quarantine,  either  by  entering  or 
coming  out  of  the  infected  area,  unless  by  permit.  In- 
spectors were  appointed  with  almost  unlimited  power  to 
enter  houses  and  remove  the  sick  to  the  fever  hospital. 
Thousands  of  people  fled  from  the  city,  commerce  came 
to  an  almost  complete  standstill.  It  is  interesting  to  find 
Jean  Deveze,  the  French  doctor  who  had  been  physician 
at  Bush  Hill  Hospital,  protesting  against  the  measures 
taken  by  those  in  authority,  and  assuring  the  public  that 
nothing  was  gained  and  much  harm  was  done  by  the 
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alarm  with  which  proclamations  and  the  puhlication  of 
lists  of  those  sick  or  dead  of  the  fever  filled  the  people. 
Nevertheless  the  alarm  continued.  No  services  were 
held  in  the  churches.  Philadelphia  was  then  the  capital 
of  the  United  States,  but  the  government  officials  has- 
tened to  move  their  offices  to  places  outside  the  city. 
A  city  of  tents  sprang  up  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill. 

On  August  15  the  College  of  Physicians  received  a 
letter  from  the  governor  retiucsting  their  opinion  as  to 
how  the  calamity  overhanging  the  city  conld  l>est  be 
averted,  and  on  the  22d  of  August  tlte  Board  of  Health 
preferred  a  similar  request,  and  asked  them  to  puhlish 
such  advice  ''  as  would  tend  to  check  the  progress  of  the 
contagion."'"  These  requests  were  promptly  complied 
with.  Again  on  October  30  the  governor  wrote,  desirous 
of  learning  how  lo  purify  the  city  from  "  latent  con- 
tagion." On  the  7tli  of  November  the  College  replied 
recommending  cleanliness  of  streets  and  dwellmgs.  and 
the  thorough  fumigation  and  ventilation  of  infected 
houses.  They  thought  the  Board  of  Health  ought  to 
consist  of  five  persons,  two  of  whom  should  be  physi- 
cians, and  that  a  strict  quarantine  should  be  enforced  on 
vessels  from  suspected  ports  during  the  heated  .season. 
This  document  reiterates  the  former  statement  of  the 
College,  that  in  their  opinion  yellow  fever  is  an  imported 
disease.  It  was  signed  by  John  Kedman,  President,  and 
Thomas  C.  James,  Secretary. 

The  physicians  of  the  city  became  divided  into  two 
groups,  those  who  followed  the  method  of  treatment  of 
yellow  fever  pursued  by  Benjamin  Rush  and  those  who 


"  Facts  and  Observations  relative  to  the  Nature  and  Origin  of 
the  Pestilential  Fever,  which  prcvaili-d  in  ihe  Cily  of  Philadelphia, 
in  1793,  \j(f].  aurj  i7q8  Lly  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Phila- 
delphia, 1799. 
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were  adherents  of  William  Currie.  Rush  held  that  the 
disease  was  of  domestic  origin.  Currie  held  that  it  was 
imported  from  southern  (wrts.  Rush  believed  in  a  course 
of  mercurials  and  copious  bleeding,  the  followers  of 
Currie  disapproved  of  bleeding  as  having  a  tendency  to 
weaken  the  patient.  Their  disciples  were  not  slow  in 
taking  the  quarrel  into  the  newspapers,  and  the  latter 
were  soon  filled  with  the  bitterest  and  most  savage  at- 
tacks on  the  leaders  and  prominent  men  of  the  two 
parties.  It  even  led  to  personal  encounters.  The  United 
States  Gazette  published  a  verj'  severe  article  on  Dr. 
Rush,  which  he  supposed  to  have  been  written  by  a  Dr. 
Ross.  John  Rush,  son  of  Benjamin,  wrote  a  letter  to 
Dr.  Ross,  and  the  latter  called  him  some  unpleasant 
names,  whereupon  John  Rush  caned  him.  Dr.  Ross 
promptly  cliallenged  Dr.  Rush  to  a  duel,  as  he  held  him 
responsible  for  his  son's  action.  Rush  refused  the  chal- 
lenge and  published  all  the  correspondence  on  the  matter 
in  the  newsjiapers.  Many  lawsuits  also  arose  from  the 
libellous  articles  which  appeared  on  both  sides.  The 
epidemic  disappeared  with  the  frost,  having  carried  off 
one  thousand  people,  but  the  bitter  feelings  engendered 
by  the  controversy  long  left  their  traces  in  the  profes- 
sional and  social  relations  of  the  citizens.  One  result 
of  the  controversy  was  the  founding  of  the  **  Academy 
of  Medicine  of  Philadelphia"  by  the  adherents  of  Dr. 
Rush;  the  latter  resigned  from  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians, but  protested  that  he  was  still  a  well-wisher  to 
that  body.  Dr.  Physick  was  the  first  president  of  the 
new  society. 

In  the  summer  of  1797  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  was 
likewise  visited  by  yellow  fever  in  epidemic  form.  The 
fever  was  introduced  by  the  schooner  "  Betsey,"  which 
arrived  in  Providence  on  the  Stii  of  August  after  a  voy- 
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age  of  twenty-four  days  from  the  Mole  St.  Nicholas. 
Fifty-six  families  were  infected  by  the  fever.  The  exact 
mortality  is  not  known. 

In  1798  Philadelphia  was  again  ravaged  by  yellow 
fever.  The  .Academy  of  Medicine  announced  its  opinion 
that  the  disease  resulted  from  the  state  of  the  atmosphere 
and  other  unhygienic  conditions.  The  College  of  Physi- 
cians held  tliat  it  was  imported.  About  the  end  of  June 
a  great  influx  of  persons  from  the  West  Indies  occurred. 
The  British  had  shortly  before  evacuated  Port-au-Prince 
and  a  number  of  other  places  held  by  them.  On  the  5th 
of  July  no  less  than  eight  vessels  arrived  in  Philadelphia 
from  various  West  Indian  ports»  bringing  two  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  passengers  and  one  hundred  and  six- 
teen seamen.  On  the  8th  of  July  the  ship  "  Deborah" 
arrived,  having  on  board  a  number  of  infected  persons, 
some  of  whom  were  smuggled  ashore  in  spite  of  the  quar- 
antine to  which  the  vessel  was  subjected.  The  epidemic 
began  in  the  locality  to  which  these  persons  were  taken. 
Later  two  other  siiips,  the  "Ariel""  and  the  "Aurora.' 
arrived  from  tlie  West  Indies  bearing  infected  persons, 
to  contact  with  whom  some  of  the  cases  which  subse- 
quently developed  could  be  traced. 

On  the  6th  of  August  there  were  known  to  be  at  least 
twenty-six  cases  of  yellow  fever  in  the  cily,  and  at  a 
meeting  of  the  College  of  Physicians  held  on  that  day  it 
was  resolved, — 


"  Thai  the  CoHeg*  inform  the  Board  of  Hcallh,  thai  a  malig- 
nant conUgioLis  fever  has  made  its  appearance  in  Water-street, 
belw«n  W.i!nul  anc!  Spruce- streets,  and  in  the  vicinity  thereof; 
and  thai  the  College  rccinniiitnded  to  the  Board  of  Health  to  pro- 
cure the  removal  of  all  the  families  that  are  situated  between 
Walnut  and  Spruce -sireeu,  and  the  east  side  of  Front  street  and 
the  river;  and  to  have  all  the  shipping,  lying  between  Walnut  and 
Spruce-streets  removed  to  a  proper  distance  from  the  city." 
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The  Board  of  Health   published  a  proclamation   in 

compliance  with  this  request,  but  instead  of  removing  the 
shipping  "  to  a  proper  distance  from  the  city,"  tliey 
merely  ordered  the  sliips  from  the  wharves  at  which  they 
were  lying,  whereupon  they  all  moved  to  other  wharves 
and  thus  spread  the  contagion. 

The  Academy  of  Medicine  met  on  the  8th  of  August 
and  drew  up  a  statement  to  the  Board  of  Health,  in 
which  they  proclaimed  their  belief  that  the  disease  was  of 
domestic  origin,  and  advised, — 

■•  1st.  The  removal  of  all  the  families  from  those  parts  of  the 
city  where  the  iJiMr;i«e,  from  Lhc  con  l»mi  tut  lion  of  the  atinospherc, 
appears  chiedy  to  cxi^t,  and  the  preventing  those  parts  being  visited 
by  the  citizens. 

"  2nd1y.  The  removal  of  all  iships  and  putrid  articles  of  com- 
merce from  the  whar\'cs  and  stores  of  the  city. 

"^rdly.  Tlir  cleaning  of  lhc  docks,  wharves,  yards,  and  cellars; 
aJso  the  washing  of  the  gutters  every  day,  and  of  the  streets  and 
alleys  Uiree  times  a  iveek,  by  means  of  pumps  and  fire  engines. 

"4thly.  The  appointment  of  a  sufScicnt  number  of  physicians  to 
take  care  of  such  of  the  poor  as  may  be  affected  with  the  fever. 

"  Sthly.  Publicly  to  advise  the  citizens  to  avoid  all  the  usual 
exciting  causes  of  fever,  such  as  intemperance,  fatigue,  excessive 
heat,  the  night  air,  all  %'inlent  and  debilitating  pAs^ions  nf  the  mind. 

"6thly.  To  advi$c  them,  in  every  case  of  indisposition,  however 
slight  in  appearance,  to  apply  immediately  for  med:ca1  aid." 

Alarm  now  spread  throughout  the  city.  Every  one 
recalled  the  terrible  days  of  1793  and  1797,  and  another 
exodus  promptly  began.  It  is  estimated  that  forty  thou- 
sand persons  fled  from  the  city,'  a  number  representing 
from  three-fourths  to  five-sixths  of  the  entire  population. 
The  various  United  States  government  offices  were  re- 
moved to  Gcrmantown,  Trenton,  or  Chester.  Three 
newspapers  ceased  to  be  published  and  a  fourth  moved  to 
GemiaiUown.  The  people  in  neighboring  places  mani- 
fested much  less  uneasiness  at  receiving  refugees  than 
at  the  time  of  previous  epidemics,  as  the  idea  was  now 
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prevalent  that  it  could  not  be  conveyed  into  other  places 
except  by  persons  actually  sick  with  the  disease.  The 
City  Hospital  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  tfic  sick, 
and  public  notice  given  that  patients  would  be  admitted 
on  the  certificate  of  any  regular  practising  physician,  the 
city  furnishing  carriages  in  which  the  sick  might  be 
brought  to  the  hospital.  At  the  hospital  burying-ground 
graves  were  kept  ready,  with  grave-diggers  constantly 
at  hand  day  and  night. 

■'  ^\T)en  a  person  died,  it  was  only  necessary  lo  make  apiiUca- 
lion  at  the  Health  office,  where  hearses  and  coffins  were  in  readiness 
to  convey  the  corpse  to  the  graven"  ** 

Drs.  Philip  Syng  Physick  and  Samuel  Cooper  were 
appointed  resident  physicians  at  the  City  Hospital.  Free 
medical  advice  and  medicines  were  furnished  the  poor 
by  the  appointment  of  physicians  for  different  districts. 
The  northern  part  of  the  city  and  Northern  Liberties  were 
placed  in  charge  of  Dr.  Francis  Bowes  Sayre,  Dr.  James 
Mease,  and  Dr,  Kinlaid;  the  southern  part  of  the  city 
and  Sonthwark  were  assigned  to  Dr,  John  Church  and 
Dr.  Benjamin  Duffield;  and  the  poor  in  the  city  proper 
were  attended  by  Dr.  Samuel  Duffield. 

The  citizens  who  had  witnessed  the  acrimonious  and 
undignified  squabbles  and  fights  which  bad  been  indulged 
in  by  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  on  previous 
visitations  of  the  fever  felt  a  not  unnatural  lack  of  con- 
fidence in  the  medical  skill  of  the  physicians  and  hesi- 
tated to  avail  themselves  of  the  medical  aid  that  they 
were  so  earnestly  advised  to  resort  to.  Tliey  recalled 
how  one  part  of  the  profession  had  accused  the  other  of 
bleeding  and  purging  its  patients  to  death,  and  how  the 

"Condi*  ajid  Folwctl,  Yellow  Fever  of  1798. 
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followers  of  Dr.  Rush  had  retorted  that  their  opponents 
had  merely  allowed  their  patients  to  die  through  tack 
of  professional  knowledge.  This  led  also  to  a  great  re- 
luctance on  the  part  of  those  sick  of  the  fever  to  be  taken 
to  the  City  Hospital.  All  this,  loo,  in  spile  of  tlie  fact 
that  Dr.  Condie  says  "it  was  truly  agreeable  to  observe 
the  harmony  that  prevailed  among  the  physicians  in  this 
period  of  sickness  and  distress."  The  memory  of  former 
lack  of  harmony  was  loo  recent. 

So  general  did  Uils  desire  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  to 
avoid  availing  themselves  of  medical  aid  become,  that  on 
the  13th  of  August  the  Board  of  Health  issued  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Marine  and  City  Hospitals  have 
observed,  with  deep  legrel,  tlie  fatal  conseiiuences  of  delay  in  the 
applications  for  medical  aid,  to  persons  afflicted  with  the  prevailing 
maligiiam  fever,  anc]  that  the  removal  of  patients  to  the  City  Hos- 
pital, in  man^  cases,  is  procrastinated  until  they  are  liicrnlty  unt 
there  to  die.  They  recommend,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  the 
early  removal  of  patients  to  the  City  Hospital,  where,  the  public 
may  be  assured,  that  every  possible  comfort  and  accommodation 
will  be  afforded.  The  public  are  informed,  that  the  care  of  the 
patients,  and  management  of  tlie  City  Hospital,  is  committed  to 
Dr.  Phyiick  and  Dr.  Cooper,  who  reside  constantly  there,  and 
whose  professional  eminence,  it  is  presumed,  wilt  ensure  a  just 
confidence. 

"  An  apothecary  aliio  resides  at  the  Hospital,  with  an  ample 
store  of  the  bc5t  medicines.  The  Board  consider  this  recommenda- 
tion as  of  the  highest  importance,  ajid  entreat  the  attention  of  their 
fella  w-citiiens. 

"By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers; 

•■  Wh.  Jones.  President" 

This  recommendation  seems,  however,  to  have  proved 
ineflfectual,  for,  on  the  i8th  of  August,  the  Board  issued 
the  following; 

"The  malignity  of  the  prevailing  fever,  and  its  insidious  ap- 
proaches, are  »uch,  ax  to  resist  the  power  of  medicine,  unless  3i>pli- 
cation  is  made  in  the  first  instance  of  complaint. 
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"The  Board  lament  tiiat  their  recommendatio»  has  not  been 
attended  to;  as.  in  most  instances,  the  patients  have  been  ill  three 
<ir  four  (lays  previous  to  application  for  medical  aid;  to  which, 
in  a  great  degree,  is  lo  be  attributed,  ilie  dcatlia  of  many  valuable 
members  of  society  Thi.-  Bnard  reiterate  their  call  to  tlicir  fellow- 
citizcns,  and  earnestly  request,  that  ngt  a  moment  may  be  delayed 
in  obtaiiiinK  medical  assiiilance." 

In  the  early  days  of  their  regime  at  the  Cit>'  Hospital 
Drs,  Physick  and  Cot>|)cr  became  greatly  alarmed  at  the 
mortality  which  prevailed  among  the  patients  in  their 
care.  They  accordingly  addressed  a  note  to  Dr.  Rush 
requesting  his  advice  as  to  the  best  plan  of  treatment  to 
be  pursued.  He  replied  recommending  purging  and 
bleeding  as  the  measures  he  had  found  most  efficacious 
in  previous  epidemics.  Later,  on  September  3,  Dr.  Rush 
and  Ur.  Samuel  P.  Griffitts  published  in  the  newspaptnrs 
an  article  advising  people  of  the  best  course  to  pursue  if 
taken  with  the  disease.  An  anonymous  communication 
also  appeared  in  the  United  States  Gazette  offering  advice 
in  the  same  manner,  but  of  different  nature.  It  was 
signed  Mentor,  but  was  undoubtedly  written  by  Dr.  Cur- 
rie,  the  old  opponent  of  Dr.  Rush. 

Condie  gives  the  names  of  the  following  physicians 
who  remained  in  the  city  during  the  epidemic, — vtz.,  Drs. 
Rush.  Griffitts.  Mease,  VVtstar,  Gallaher,  Caldwell,  Har- 
ris, Connover,  Proudfit.  Leib.  Church,  Boys.  S.  Duffield, 
B.  Duflield,  Park.  Stuart.  Strong,  Biglow.  Kinlaid,  Pfief- 
fer^  Yeahnan,  Trexo,  Mimges,  Pascalis,  Laroche,  and 
Devivier. 

On  the  1st  of  September  the  Board  of  Health  an- 
nounced that,  acting  with  the  Guanlians  of  the  Poor, 
they  had  caused  tents  to  be  erected  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  Schuylkill  to  accommodate  the  poor  who  were  unable 
to  obtain  employment  and  had  no  place  to  live.  It  was 
announced  that  there  were  now  ready  accommodations 
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for  twelve  hundred  persons,  and  an  urgent  appeal  was 
made  for  money  and  supplies  that  yet  more  poor  persons 
might  be  helped.  In  response  to  this  appeal  the  Phila- 
delphians  who  had  sought  safety  in  flight  to  German- 
town  held  a  meeting  and  resolved  to  raise  a  fund  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Board  of  Health  in  their  efforts  to  relieve  the  poor. 
Contributions  were  also  received  from  Baltimore  and 
otlier  places,  and  "  A  Yankee  Seaman"  sent  fifty  dollars 
from  Boston,  with  a  letter  regretting  that  he  could  not 
send  more.  In  a  short  time  the  population  in  tlie  city  of 
tents  had  reached  over  two  thousand  in  number.  The 
people  in  it  were  comfortably  provided  for,  well-cooked 
food  in.  ample  quantity  was  supplied  them,  the  tents 
were  on  wide  streets,  and  the  camp  was  carefully  po- 
liced. The  contrast  between  the  comfortable  situation 
of  the  campers  and  the  miserable  condition  of  those 
who  remained  in  the  city  was  stated  in  a  widely-circulated 
handbill,  written  by  some  anonymous  hand,  which  was 
distributed  in  the  city  about  the  24th  of  September.  It 
read; 


"  Retlgct  Befou  It  Is  Too  Late. 

''Fdlow-Citiren&I  reHecc  upon  your  daiiser  before  it  is  loo  Ute. 
One  hundred  ol  us  arc  attacked  with  the  fever  every  day.  One  half 
of  that  ntimbcr  is  daily  carried  to  the  grave.  If  we  remain  in 
town,  it  is  probable  that  the  fever  will  continue  five  or  six  weeks 
longer;  and,  by  that  time,  one-half  of  onr  TiLintber  will  have  been 
sick!    and  one-fourth  of  us  wiil  be  no  more! 

"  How  difl'creiit  is  the  situation  of  our  friends  in  the  country 
and  in  the  tents ! 

"Two  thousand  persons  in  the  tents  have  lost  but  seventeen  in 
twcnly-fivc  days,  while  the  same  number  in  Philadelphia  have  lost 
one  hundred  and  seventy-eight, 

"At  the  encampments,  there  Is  great  plenty  of  good  food; 

"  In  town  it  is  resolved  to  give  nothing  to  the  poor  who  are 
able  to  go. 
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*'  IF/ijr  Da  You  Prefer  Famine,  Sickness,  and  Death,  To  Health 
and  Plenty? 

"  It  is  not  yet  too  late  to  remo\-c 
"Go.  BefoTf  It  Is  Too  Latgf" 

Dr.  Samuel  Duffield  was  physician  to  the  camp. 
Schools  were  establislied  in  it,  which  were  attended  by 
no  less  than  two  hundred  and  eighty  children. 

To  add  to  the  terror  of  the  sickness  thieving  and 
wickedness  of  all  kinds  became  rife.  On  August  4  an 
attempt  was  made  to  rob  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania. 
This  was  unsuccessful,  but  on  the  2d  of  September  thieves 
managed  to  break  in  and  secure  over  one  hundred  and 
sixty-two  thousand  dollars.  The  fever  broke  out  among 
the  prisoners  in  the  city  jail.  This  led  to  the  removal  of 
the  debtors  and  those  committed  for  minor  offences  to 
other  places.  The  jailer,  a  man  named  Smith,  resigned, 
and  his  place  was  voluntarily  filled  by  Robert  Wharton, 
the  mayor,  a  man  of  great  benevolence.  He  was  first 
assisted  by  Peter  Helm,  who  had  previously  done  such 
good  service  at  Bush  Hill.  Dr.  Benjamin  Duffield  at- 
tended the  prisoners.  On  the  rSth  of  September  a  des- 
perate attempt  was  made  by  some  convicts  to  break  jaiJ. 
They  overcame  several  constables  who  were  escorting 
the  doctor  on  his  daily  visit  and  made  a  rush  for  the 
gates.  Robert  Wharton  and  several  constables,  how- 
ever, intercepted  them,  and  after  shooting  several  man- 
aged to  drive  the  rest  back  into  their  cells.  In  a  diary 
kept  by  Samuel  Coates,  one  of  the  managers  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital,  is  a  curious  anecdote  in  this  connec- 
tion.^*   He  writes: 

"  One  night  I  dreamed  the  Prisoners  would  make  a  violent  at- 
tempt to  rusli  out  of  Gaol  and  it  made  me  very  unhappy,  as  I  felt 
a  confident  assurance  it  would  com?  to  pass,  accordingly,  I  left  the 

"Morton's  History  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  p,  72, 
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Hn»piial  immedutely  after  Brenkfast  and  waited  on  Robert  Wharton, 
the  Mayor,  who  turned  Prison  Keeper  ior  the  time  being  on  account 
of  the  sickness,  and  told  him  of  my  dream  St  how  unhappy  I  felt 
—  and  that  I  thought  he  required  more  assibtunce  than  he  had  — 
I  mentioned  that  if  he  would  Accept  my  offer  I  would  send  Francis 
Higgins  to  his  aid  who  was  steward  of  the  Hospital,  &  had  fonnerly 
been  a,  prison  keeper  &  used  to  iheir  ■tchcmcs.  &  knew  how  let  counter- 
act tliem;  if  that  wo'd  not  answer  his  purpose  if  he  desired  it  I 
would  go  to  the  Governor  &  request  a  further  Guard  to  protect 
him  —  he  tntd  me  he  wa^i  much  obliged  to  me.  but  it  was  unneccs- 
sarj- — that  they  well  knew  he  was  well  provided  with  armj  & 
pointing  to  several  cuu.squcts  in  the  room  he  took  op  one  with 
the  bayonet  fixed  &  presented  it  towards  the  wall  of  hi»  room 
sang  '  1  am  ready  for  them,  but  there  is  no  Uanger* —  I  told  him  to 
kccii  a  good  lookout  for  I  was  confident  they  would  try  to  escapft 
&  left  him;  but  in  paning  he  asked  me  if  f  would  go  in  ihe  yard 
&  sec  the  Prisoners  at  their  work.  I  excused  myself  for  that  time, 
&  said  goodby,  perhaps  1  may  come  another  time^from  the  Gaol 
I  proceeded  immediately  towards  my  own  bouse  to  enquire  how 
matters  were  at  home,  havitig  received  a  hint  that  some  thieves 
had  entered  my  next  Neighbors  house  in  the  night.  In  my  way 
home,  in  te^s  than  5  minutes  as  I  believe  after  I  left  Robert  & 
when  I  had  just  reached  Friends  Almshouse.  I  heard  the  sound  of 
3  Drum:  It  startled  me  very  much  for  Drum  was  never  but  then 
sounded  in  the  City  in  the  fever  of  1798  —  I  in'tanlly  turned  round, 
knowing  there  muM  be  trouble  in  the  Gaol — I  now  hurried  to 
it,  A  found  Edw'd  before  the  Gaol  with  a  box  of  rartriilKc*  made 
up,  &  a  number  of  People  running  to  il  from  the  State  house  which 
at  ibat  lime  was  the  rendevous  of  the  Committee  of  Health  with 
all  their  attendants  —  and  just  before  we  got  to  the  Gaol  steps  a 
Mustiuct  was  fired. 

"On  entering  the  house  Robert  Wharton  accosted  me  thus:  Oh 
Samuel  what  you  said  ha*  happened  already," 


Several  more  unsuccessful  attempts  were  made  at  later 

periods. 

In  consequence  of  these  many  alarms  an  association 
of  citizens  wa.s  formed,  who  announced  to  the  public, — 

"That  their  intentions  were  merely  to  have  a  body  of  men  ready 
to  turn  out,  armed  and  equipped,  on  any  sudden  emergency,  or  to 
mount  guard  at  any  of  the  prisons,  or  elsewhere,  if  neceitsary;  by 
thus  being  ready  with  arms  and  ammunition,  to  repair,  at  the  first 
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notice,  to  tticir  respective  alarm  posts,  that  they  mislit  act  with 
ihe  (TTfatfst  pronipCitu<]e  nnd  efficiency,  and  that  the  civil  magis- 
trates and  other  gfiod  citizens  might  know  where  to  find  a  body  of 
men  prepared,  to  enforce  a  due  obedience  lo  the  laws,  and  preserve 
order  and  tranquility." 


Early  in  September  a  second  camp  was  erected  "  at 
Masters  Place,  near  t!ie  Mill-Pond,  on  tlie  roati  to  Ger- 
mantowTi."  The  dwellings  here  were  wooden  sheds,  and 
upward  of  two  thousand  persons  availed  themselves  of 
its  advantages.  Drs.  Currie  and  Dewees  attended  the 
inmates  gratuitously.  When  the  epidemic  was  over  and 
before  the  dispersal  of  the  people,  they  drew  tip  a  resolu- 
tion of  thanks  to  all  who  had  aided  them  so  greatly  in 
their  hour  of  need. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  fever  there  were  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  cases  admitted  to  the  City  Hos- 
pital, of  which  five  hundred  and  eighteen  died.  The 
total  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  and  Liberties  was 
three  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-one.  Towards 
the  end  of  August  the  mortality  was  so  great  that  it  was 
impracticable  to  bury  the  dead  in  separate  graves,  so 
large  trenches  were  dug,  and  the  dirt  taken  from  one 
was  used  to  fill  in  the  other.  In  this  manner  upward 
of  fifteen  hundred  corpses  were  interred  in  a  single 
trench. 

From  the  ist  of  October  the  epidemic  gradually  sub- 
sided, so  that  by  the  ist  of  November  the  city  was 
declared  free  from  yellow  fever.  It  was  proijosed  to 
celebrate  this  event  by  having  a  procession  in  from  the 
camps  of  all  those  who  had  dwelt  in  them.  The  project, 
however,  was  given  up  as  impracticable. 

During  the  epidemic  of  1798  there  were  a  number 
of  cases  of  yellow  fever  on  the  Jersey  shore  of  the  Dela- 
ware. 
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Wickes  *"  quotes  from  a  letter  written  by  Dr.  Lummis, 
of  Woodbury,  New  Jersey,  to  a  physician  in  Philadelphia. 
The  letter  is  dated  December  4,  1798,  and  contaJTis  the 
following : 

"  During  the  late  autumn,  in  the  months  o£  September  and  October, 
I  visited  several  persons  afflicted  with  Uie  bilious  fever,  who  had  no 
possible  opportunity  of  derivins  their  disease  from  any  forelgo 
source.  ...  I  have  no  hesitation  in  believing  their  disease  to  have 
been  the  offsprinn  of  local  ouacn.  The  majoTily  of  these  cases 
have  occurred  in  families  living  on  farms  situatcil  on  the  Jersey 
shore  of  the  Delaware.  The  most  valuable  part  of  these  farms 
consists  of  meadows.  The  proximity  of  these  situations  10  the 
Delaware  and  large  tracts  of  meadow-land  lead  mc  to  ascribe  thrir 
disease  (aided  by  a  peculiar  state  of  the  air)  lo  ihc  exhalatioita 
or  marsh  effluvia  arising  from  the  low  ground  situated  near  the 
banks  and  the  meadows  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Delaware,  The  pecu- 
liar disposition  of  these  exhalations  10  produce  di;ieas«  and  death 
was  around  early  in  Ihc  season,  hy  the  monality  which  prevailed 
among  fowls  and  cats  in  this  neighborhood,  \  am  not  alone  in 
having  seen  cases  of  yellow  fever  which  cannot  be  traced  to  con- 
tagion, similar  facts  having  been  witnessed  this  season  by  other 
physicians,  in  various  parts  of  New  Jersey." 

Wickes  also  quotes  the  observations  of  Rush  on  this 
subject  in  his  "  Medical  Inquiries,"  wherein  he  says,  in 
noticing-  that  yellow  fever  occurred  in  persons  who  suf- 
fered from  malarial  poisoning,  as  the  result  of  tlieir 
coming  in  contact  with  those  who  already  suffered  from 
yellow  fever. — 

"In  the  autumn  of  1798  it  Ii>.,  yellow  fever)  prevailed  upon 
the  shores  of  the  Delaware,  in  Gloucester  County.  N.  J.  A  mild 
remittent  prc\-ailcd  on  ihc  high  grounds,  a  few  miles  from  the 
river  during  this  time.  If  a  person  who  had  inhaled  the  seed*  of 
the  yellow  fever  in  Philadelphia,  afterwards  came  into  a  family 
near  the  river,  the  same  disease  appeared  in  se\-eral  instances  in 
one  or  more  branches  of  that  family;  h\n  when  persons  brought  the 
fever  from  the  ciiy,  and  went  into  a  family  on  the  high  grounds. 
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where  mild  remittent  prevailed,  there  was  not  a  single  instance  of 
yellow  fever  being  excited  in  any  of  it?  mrmtters." 

Wickes  refers  likewise  to  Webster,**  who  says, — 

"  In  1798  llic  first  cases  of  the  fever  in  Chester  and  Wilmington 
originated  from  Philadelphia;  but  the  atmosphere  also  of  the 
country  in  New  Jersey  and  Delaware  actually  gtneraUd  the  dis- 
ease in  the  neighbouring  districts,  and  so  it  did  in  Connecticut." 

In  1798  Wilmington.  Delaware,  suffered  from  an  out- 
break of  yellow  fever,  which  carried  off  two  hundred 
and  fifty  of  her  citizens.  In  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Titton, 
who  was  the  most  prominent  physician  of  the  town,  the 
disease  was  introduced  by  fugitives  from  Philadelphia. 

New  London,  Connecticut,  was  also  visited  by  a  yellow 
fever  epidemic  in  1798 : 

"Within  a  itnall  «pace,  were  lifteen  houses,  inhabited  by  ninety- 
two  persons  —  of  which  ninety  were  aiTectcd  with  the  disease:  thirty- 
three  of  this  nutnbcr  died,  and  two  only  escaped  the  fever.  The 
disease  prevailed  abnwit  eight  weeks  and  destroyed  eighty-one 
lives." 

Its  origin  could  never  be  traced.  Webster  of  course 
says  it  was  domestic,  but  it  must  have  been  imported ; 
possibly  by  refugees  from  other  towns. 

In  the  summer  of  1799  a  number  of  vessels  arrived 
in  Philadelphia  from  various  ports  in  the  West  Indies, 
many  of  them  having-  suspicious  cases  of  illness  on  bf^ard. 
Owing  to  lax  methods  of  quarantine  in  many  instances 
these  persons  got  ashore.  On  the  28th  of  June  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  held  a  special  meeting,  and  notified 
the  Board  of  Health  that  there  were  a  number  of  cases 
of  yellow  fever  in  the  neighborhood  of  some  of  the 
wharves,  and  advised  them  to  quarantine  the  vicinity  of 
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such  wharv-es.  On  the  2d  of  July  the  Board  of  Health 
replied,  stating  that  they  could  not  coincide  in  the  opinion 
of  the  College  that  there  was  any  cause  for  alarm.  The 
nunibers  of  cases  continued  to  increase,  however,  and  on 
the  2ist  of  Aug^iist  the  College  of  Physicians  again  for- 
warded a  note  of  warning  to  the  Board  of  Health.  This 
warning  was  published  in  the  newspapers,  and  at  length 
tlie  Board  of  Health  made  a  tardy  acknowledginent  of 
the  existence  of  (he  disease.  Thereupon  every  citizen 
who  did  not  feci  a  responsibility  resting  upon  him  to  re- 
main, and  who  was  able  to  get  away,  fled,  and  once  more 
the  city  assumed  the  melancholly,  pi  ague- stricken  aspect 
whicli  il  had  worn  in  previous  years.  Fortunately  frost 
set  in  early,  and  hy  llie  middle  of  October  the  epidemic 
was  at  an  end.  The  burials  in  the  city  from  the  loth  of 
July  to  the  last  of  October  numbered  twelve  hundred  and 
seventy-six.  During  that  time  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  patients  were  admitted  to  the  City  Hospital,  of 
whom  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  died. 
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CHAPTER   IV. 

ICnnCAL  EDUCATION  BEPOHE  THE  FOUNDATION  OF  MEDI- 
CAL SCHOOLS.' 

Prior  to  the  foundation  of  medical  colleges  in  North 
America  it  wa«  customary  for  young  men  desirous  of 
Icamini^  "  physic"  to  go  abroad  and  study  in  the  schools 
of  IvIinlnirKh.  London,  or  the  Continent,  if  they  had  the 
means,  or  if  they  had  not  the  "  wherewithal."  they  would 
ai^^railice  themMlvcii  for  a  term  of  years  to  some  prac- 
titioner of  repute  in  the  colonies,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  the  term  of  itidr  indenture  lo  him  begin  practice  on 
their  own  account.  As  there  were  practically  no  laws  as 
to  who  could,  or  who  could  not,  practise  medicine,  many 
p<x)rly  educated  physicians  and  charlatans  arose  to  feed 
upon  the  laity.  It  has  been  estimated  that  at  the  outset 
of  the  war  for  IndqHrndence  there  were  upward  of 
three  thousand  five  hundred  practiliijuers  of  medicine  in 
the  colonies,  of  whom  not  more  than  four  hundred  had 
received  medical  degrees.  Dr.  Stille,"  quotes  from  a 
"  List  of  the  Graduates  in  Medicine  in  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,"  printed  by  Mill  &  Co.  in  1867,  the  fact  that 
between  the  years  1758  and  1788  the  names  of  sixty-three 
Americans  appear  on  the  list.  He  also  points  out  tliat  but 
one  of  these  students  came  from  the  New  England  colo- 
nies, signifying  the  closer  relations  in  existence  between 
the  Middle  and  Southern  States  and  the  mother-country. 


■^This  chapter  is  based  upon  an  article  of  mine  which  appeared 
in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  March  aSi 
1900,  which  the  editor  of  the  Journal  kindly  permits  me  to  utiliM. 

'Liie  o£  John  Dickinson, 
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In  1758,  Dr.  Ralph  Ashetoii.  of  Philadelphia,  was  one 
of  the  students  in  medicine  at  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  I  have  before  me  his  matriculation  cards  and 
certificates  of  attendance  on  the  various  courses  of  lec- 
tures. The  originals  were  written  or  printed  upon  the 
backs  of  ordinary  playing-cards, — thus  we  find  his  ticket 
to  the  Royal  Infirmary  is  made  out  upon  the  back  of  the 
seven  of  diamonds,  and  that  admitting  him  to  the  second 
course  on  anatomy  upon  the  back  of  the  deuce  of  spades. 
His  cards  admitting  him  to  the  lectures  are  all  duly 
stamped  with  the  seal  of  the  University.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  his  studies  he  received  a  certificate,  beautifully 
engrossed  with  pen  and  ink,  bearing  the  following  in- 
scription : 

"Tliis  is  to  certify  that  Mr.  Ralph  Asheton  has  dilieently  and 
carefully  auendcd  my  Courses  of  Anatomical  and  Chirurgical  Lec- 
tures. 

(Signed)  "  Henrv  Watson. 

"Auinist  sth.  1758." 

Dr.  Morton  *  speaking'  of  the  status  of  those  physicians 
who  crossed  the  ocean  for  their  medical  education,  well 
says, — 

"  We  find  that  the  professional  men  of  the  seventeenth  and 
eighteenth  centuries  were  generally  much  better  educated  than 
most  of  their  successors  of  the  present  time.  Almost  without  ex- 
ception they  were  i:lassical  scliulars.  Their  i^iradualiii^  theses  must 
be  written  in  Latin.  Travel  was  essentia!  notwithstanding  the  en- 
cumbered modes  of  motion  to  which  they  were  subjected.  Leydcn, 
Paris,  Edinburgh,  London,  Oxford,  Up.«at,  Bonn,  and  to  »nme 
extent  Vienna,  Bcrlia,  and  the  Italian  schools,  received  and  honored 
them;  they,  as  a.  rule,  by  their  subsequent  career,  equally  honoring 
the  places  which  they  visited  and  where  they  sojourned.  They 
were  also  men  of  affairs.  It  is  surprising  what  a  part  they  look 
at  home  in  politics    (in   its  broad   sense)    and  government.     They 
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were  guu^  M)ldicr:3,  and  ft«cly  offered  themselves  and  their  senrtces 
to  their  comWry  in  time  of  need." 

In  1899  Dr.  Keen  secured  for  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians a  pliotograph  of  a  certificate  granted  by  Dr.  Chris- 
topher Witt  to  one  of  his  pupils,  the  original  being  in 
the  collection  of  Jutljje  Pennypacker,  of  Philadelphia, 
who  kindly  loaned  it  for  this  purpose.  


C«f1t&c«l<-  ul    inr'lttal  proficiency  Knnlcd  l>y  Dt.  Chriilopher  Will,  of  Gcimjuitowii,  Peniiiirlviuik. 

In  the  certificate  Dr.  Witt  testifies  to  his  pupil's  having 
received  instruction,  not  only  in  mere  medical  science, 


Tickcl  admiuiiifc  Ur.  U3t|>ti  A^^liaaii  to  Ihc  ^ june  on  Aitttlom>  at  the  Umveisily 
of    Kiliiibiirth.     On  llic  hark  of  Ihc  [wu  at  ifttil'M. 
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as  we  understand  it,  but  also  in  the  astral  sciences, 
thereby  giving  bim  a  great  advantage  over  tbuse  who  had 
received  their  medical  education  at  the  hands  of  physi- 
cians who  were  not  proficient  in  the  science  of  the  stars. 
There  is  an  interesting  account  of  Dr.  Witt  in  Mr. 
Sachsc's  book,  "  The  Gemmn  Pietists  of  Provincial  Penn- 
sylvania." Me  was  a  qnaint  cliaracter  even  for  bis  times, 
as  we  look  back  on  them.  Coming  to  this  country  in  1704, 
be  settlccl  first  with  the  (lerman  Pietists  on  the  banks  of 
the  \Vissahickon.  but  Jn  17 18  moved  to  Germantown. 
Here  he  remained  until  his  death  in  1765,  becoming  dis- 
tinguished as  a  physician,  naturalist,  astronomer,  and 
magus.  He  was  also  an  expert  clock-maker  and  builder 
of  pipe-organs.  His  astrnnomical  investigations  were 
made  through  a  large  telescope  in  his  house,  and  these 
occult  studies  earned  for  bim  the  name  of  "  hexen- 
mcister,"  or  master  of  the  kobolds  or  fairies.  He  had  a 
-mulatto  servant  whom  the  neighbors  regarded  as  his 
famulus,  or  familiar  spirit.  He  was  an  intimate  friend 
of  John  Bartram,  the  botanist,  and  a  correspondent  of 
Peter  Collinson,  the  famous  English  botanist,  At  his 
death  he  bequeathed  sixty  pounds  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital. 

In  the  days  before  there  were  any  medical  colleges  to 
grant  diplomas,  certificates  such  as  tliis  were  all  that 
many  practitioners  of  medicine  could  show  to  indicate 
any  special  fitness  for  their  calling. 

VVickes  *  furnishes  us  with  a  copy  of  a  certificate  issued 
by  Dr.  John  Redman : 

"Medical  Certificate  to  Mr.  Samuel  Treat,  1765. 
"Philadelphia.     Tlit*  ii  lo  tcriify  to  ;lII  whom  it  may  concern 
titat  Mr.  Samuel  Treat  hath  served  aa  an  Apprentice  to  me  ior 
nearly  four  years,  during  whicli  he  was  constantly  employed  in 
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ih«  practice  of  Physic  and  Surgrry  under  my  care,  not  only  in 
my  imvalc  business,  but  in  ihc  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  in  which 
character  he  always  behaved  with  great  Fidelity  and  Industry.  In 
Testimony  of  which,  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this  first  day 
of  September,  One  Thousand  Seven  hundred  and  Sixty-five. 

(Signed)  "JouN  Redman. 

"We  whose  names  are  under  written  do  Certify  that  Mr.  Samuel 
Treat  hath  diligently  altcniJcd  (Im  practice  of  Phyi»ic  and  Surgery 
in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  several  years. 

(Signed)  "Thos.  CADWAixADnt, 

Phikeas  Bond, 
Th.  Bond, 
W«.  Shipfen, 
C.  EVAXS. 

"This  is  to  certify  that  Samuel  Treat  halh  attended  a  course  of 
Anatomical  Lectures  with  the  greatest  diligence  and  astiiduity. 
(Signed)  "William  Suippbn,  Jk." 

Dr.  Tfiumas  G.  Morton,  in  his  "  History  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital,"  also  gives  some  interesting  specimens 
of  the  certificates  granted  by  the  hospital  authorities  to 
tliose  who  had  attended  the  hospital  as  pupils,  They  were 
issued  after  the  following  form : 

'•  This  is  to  Certify  that ,  son  of ,  West  Jersey. 

entered  regularly  as  a  pupil  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital 

1763,  and  continued  his  attendance  vvith  Diligence  and   .application, 

to 1764,  during  which  time  we  hope  and  have  reason  lo 

believe  he  has  made  considerable  Progress  in  the  Knowledge  of 
Anatomy  and  the  Practice  of  Physick  and  Surgery,  therefore  wish- 
ing Happiness  and  success  we  give  from  under  our  hands  and  the 
seal  of  the  Corpuration,  this  Testimonial  of  our  Esteem  and  Appro- 
bation." 

The  first  man  to  receive  a  medical  diploma  in  North 
America  was  Daniel  Turner,  who  received  the  gift  of  an 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1720  from 
Yale  College.  Turner  liad  given  much  money  to  the 
College,  and  the  degree  was  intended  as  some  return  for 
his  generosity,  hence  those  of  a  humorous  turn  of  mind 
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are  said  to  have  interpreted  the  M.D.  as  signifying  Mul- 
tum  Donavtt.  There  was,  however,  no  medical  depart- 
ment at  Yale  until  the  year  1813. 

At  the  centennial  celebration  of  the  Medical  and  Chi- 
rurgical  Faculty  of  Maryland,  held  in  Baltimore  in  April, 
1899,  there  was  exhibited  the  medical  diploma  of  Dr. 
Archer  from  the  College  of  Philadelphia.  This  is  proba- 
bly the  first  medical  diploma  awarded  after  a  course  of 
study  in  America.  As  such  it  merits  reproduction.  It 
wilt  be  observed  that  the  faculty  signatures  comprise  the 
eminent  names  of  Morgan,  Kuhn,  Bond,  and  Shippen, 
probably  the  four  most  prominent  medical  men  of  their 
day  in  this  country ; 


"  Omnibu:;  ad  quos  pnesentes  Literx  pervcnorinl.  Saluiem.  N05 
Pncfectws,  Vice  Prsefectus,  et  Pro(«sor<s  Co11«gii  el  Academisc 
Phiiadclphicnsis,  testamur  VJrum  ornatum  ac  ingcnum  Jolunneni 
Archer  adsicliie  inlerfmissc.  operamque  scdwlo  navjtsjic,  ut  Scictitia 
Mcdica  imbiitus  atque  cmdilus  discederet  ac  postquam,  Curriculi 
siii  Spiitiu  peructu,  in  Aula  nostra  coram  CuraloribiLH,  multisque 
aliis  Civibus  dignissinii*  ad  Examen  rcvocatos,  #e  in  ommbuii  l»»ce 
Stiidiis  satis  vcrsatum  comprobasset,  ex  Caratorum  Mandate  in 
Fublids  Comitiis  vigiiitsimo  primo  die  Junit  Anno  [7O8  celebratis 
Baocalaureatus  in  Mctlicitia  Gradum,  omninquc  Privilcgia.  et  Hon- 
ores  ad  banc  Gradum  peninmtcs  consecuttun  fuisse.  In  cujus  Ret 
Testimonium  his  Liberis,  majori  Collegii  et  Academiic  Sigillo  muni- 
tis.  Die  Annoque  pnrdictis  Nomina  subacrip«imus. 

"  JottANMEM   MOBCAK,  M.D..  F.R.S.. 

Thco.  &  Prax.  Med.  Professor. 
Adah  Kukn.  M.D..  Mat.  Med. 

4  Bot.  Professor. 
Gtn.  Smith,  Collegii  &  Acadx. 

Praefectos.  S.T.D. 
Fka.  Ausom.  S.T.D.  Coll. 

Viee  PrHect.  fit  Acad.T  Rector. 
Ebev  Kenneisley,  Ling.  Angi. 
&  Oral.  Prof. 
GuL,  SnimN.  MD..  Anat.  Prof. 
J  AS.  Davidson.  Ling.  Grxc  & 
Lat.  Prof. 
It 
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"  Fidem  facio  Vinim  ornalum  Johaimeti  Archer.  PraclectioDibus 
Cttnicui  et  Praxeoft  N'oKomio  PhiUdclphicn»  inicrfimsc  et  Fructus 
DiliBcntiic  tux  ubcrrinius  conMKtitum  fut»*e. 

"Ta.  Bond  (A.M.n.),  CoIIegii  et 

Acad.  Curator  &  Pnlcc  Oinicus." 

Tlic  earliest  law,  and  the  only  one  passed  until  many 
gtnerations  later,  that  I  can  find  making  any  distinction 
between  those  who  had  received  a  diploma  in  medicine 
and  those  who  had  no  degree  was  "  An  Act  for  Regu- 
lating the  I'ees  and  Accounts  of  the  Practiccrs  of  Physic" 
passed  hy  the  Virginia  Assembly  in  1736.  "Surgeons 
and  apothecaries  who  have  served  an  apprenticeship  to 
those  trades"  were  to  charge  at  one  rate,  and  "  those 
persons  who  have  studied  physic  in  any  University,  and 
taken  any  degree  therein,"  were  permitted  to  charge  at 
a  higher  rate. 

In  1758  William  Smithy  in  his  "History  of  New 
York,  wrote,^ 

"A  few  physicians  among:  us  arc  eminent  for  their  skill.  Quacks 
abound  like  locusts  in  Rgypt,  and  too  majiy  have  been  recommended 
to  H  full  practice  and  proEitablc  subsistence:  this  is  less  to  be 
wondered  at,  as  die  prcfcstiiun  i»  under  no  kind  of  regulation.  Loud 
a«  the  call  is,  to  our  shame  be  it  remembered,  we  have  no  law  to 
protect  the  Uvea  of  the  King's  subjects  from  the  malpractice  of 
pretenders.  Any  man,  at  his  plea-iurc,  acts  up  for  physician,  apothe- 
cary, and  chirurgeon.  No  candidates  are  either  examined,  licensed, 
or  sworn  to  fair  practice" 

Not  much  has  descended  to  us  about  tlie  student-life 
of  those  days.  With  the  exception  of  tlic  fortunate  ones, 
who  could  look  back  upon  days  spent  in  an  English, 
Scotch,  or  Continental  college,  the  period  of  their  tutelage 
seems  to  have  been  a  dreary  one  to  those  disciples  of 
j^culapius  whose  reminiscences  have  remained  to  us. 
A  few  examples  taken  from  the  accounts  of  the  lives  of 
some  who  subsequently  became  distinguished  will  suf- 
fice to  show  that  it  was  not  all  beer  and  skittles. 
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Dr.  John  Bard  was  a  native  of  Pcnnsy]vania,  born  in 
1716.  He  received  his  early  education  in  Philadelphia, 
and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  was  bound  apprentice  to 
the  senior  Dr.  Kearslcy  of  that  city.  Kearsley  was  a 
man  of  great  professional  attainments,  and  very  eminent 
in  his  profession  and  in  public  and  social  life,  but  pos- 
sessed of  a  most  morose  and  gloomy  temperament. 

"He  treated  his  pupilii  with  grcsx  rigor,  and  siibjectetl  them  to 
the  most  mfnial  crnploymcnti,  to  which.  Dr.  Bard  has  been  heard 
to  say,  he  would  never  have  subiniiled,  but  from  the  apprehension 
of  giving  pain  to  his  excellent  mother,  who  was  ihcn  a  widow 
with  seven  children  and  a  very  moderate  income,  and  from  the 
encuuragcincnt  he  received  from  the  kindness  of  her  particular 
friend,  Mrs.  Kearsley,  of  whom  he  always  spoke  in  terms  of  wann- 
est gratitude,  affection  and  respect.  Under  luch  circumstances  he 
persevered  to  the  end  of  *even  ti'dinutt  yearc,  stealing  hi*  hours  of 
Study  from  sleep  after  the  family  had  retired  to  rest,  and  before 
they  arose  in  the  morning." 

Benjamin  Rush  was  born  on  his  father's  farm,  a  few 
miles  from  Philadelphia,  m  1745.  He  obtained  the  de- 
gree of  A.B.  from  Princeton  in  1760,  before  he  was 
fifteen  years  old,  and  at  once  bef:an  the  study  of  medicine, 
serving  as  an  apprentice  to  Dr.  John  Redman,  o£  Phila- 
delphia, for  the  next  six  years.    Thacher  says, — 

"The  writings  of  Hippocrates  were  among  the  first  books  Ben- 
jamin Rush  read  in  medicine,  and  while  he  was  an  apprentice  he 
translated  his  '.aphorisms'  from  Greek  into  English.  He  also  began 
to  keep  3  notebook  of  remarkable  occurrences,  the  plan  of  which 
he  afterward  improved  and  continued  through  life.  From  a  part 
of  this  record,  written  in  the  se\'entecnth  year  of  age  of  its  author, 
we  derive  the  only  account  of  Ihe  yellow  fever  in  1762  in  Phila- 
delphia which  has  descended  to  posterity.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
one  of  Dr.  Sliippen'.'>  ten  pupils,  who  attended  the  first  course  of 
anatomical  lectures  given  in  this  country.  Two  years  after,  and 
while  he  was  a  daily  attendant  in  the  shop  of  Dr.  Redman,  he 
commenced  his  brilliant  career  as  an  autlior.  On  the  expiration  of 
his  apprenticeship,  Benjamin  Rush  went  in  i;66,  to  Edinburgh  to 
prosecute  bis  studies  la  that  city," 
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Dr.  Daniel  Drake  was  of  a  later  period,  but  his  medi- 
cal education  was  so  typic  of  that  of  an  earlier  date  that 
I  venture  to  quote  concerning  it  from  his  life  by  Mans- 
field. His  apprenticeship  began  in  1800,  when  he  was 
sixteen  years  of  age,  to  Dr.  Goforth. 

"During  the  next  three  years  his  chief  occupation  was  ibc  study 
of  medicine,  the  running  of  errands,  the  compounding  of  drugs, 
and  all  such  cniploymcnls  as  bcfa!)  a  country  doctor'^  boy,  student, 
jroung  man,  or  whatever  else  blunlncss  or  courtesy  might  call  him." 

There  were  no  systematic  courses  of  lectures  or  demon- 
strations for  these  young  men,  unless  they  happened  to 
live  in  Philadelphia,  Boston,  or  New  York.  To  Dr. 
Cadwallader  Golden  is  to  be  ascribed  the  credit  of  the 
first  attempt  to  establish  a  systematic  course  of  lectures 
on  medical  subjects  in  the  colonies.  Dr.  Golden  was 
bom  in  Dunse,  ScotEand,  February  17,  1688.  He  gradu- 
ated in  the  academic  course  at  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh in  1705,  and  then  studied  medicine.  In  1710  he 
crossed  the  ocean  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  In  1715 
he  went  back  to  England,  but  returned  to  Pennsylvania 
in  1716.  In  a  letter  by  James  Logan,  of  Philadelphia, 
written  May  1,  17J7,  is  the  following  reference  to  his 
scheme: 

"All  I  know  of  that  bill  is  only  this.  H«  [Golden]  cam«  to  me  one 
day  to  desire  my  opinion  of  a  proposal  to  get  an  act  of  Assembly 
for  an  allowance  to  him  as  physician  for  the  poor  of  thi«  place.  I 
told  hini  I  thought  very  well  of  the  thing,  but  doubted  whether  it 
could  be  brought  to  bear  in  the  House.  Not  long  after  R.  Hill 
showed  mc  a  bill  for  this  purpose,  put  in  his  nands  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, with  the  two  further  provisions  in  it,  which  werc^  that  a 
public  physical  lecture  should  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  to  the  sup- 
port of  which  every  unmarried  man  above  twenty-one  years,  should 
pay  six  shillings,  eight-pence,  or  an  English  crown  yearly,  and  thai 
the  corpses  of  all  persons  whatever  that  died  here  should  be  visited 
by  an  appointed  physician,  who  should  receive  for  his  trouble  three 
shillings  and  four-pence    These  things  1  owned  very  commendable. 


Dk.  Chaxi.um  p.  Wiekkxthal. 

(ItciicDdvcMl  Imtf]  ih«  JohtH  Hupkliti  HcnpiUl  Buttdin  k>r  Jut^-AuKUtt.  rgeo.) 
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but  doubted  our  Assembly  would  never  go  into  them,  tKat  of  tbc 
lectures  especially." 


Coldcn's  efforts  were  fruitless,  the  prognostications  of 
Logan  proving  correct. 

!n  the  year  1750  Dr.  Thomas  CadwalaJer,  who  had 
been  a  pupil  of  Cheselden,  of  London,  gave  a  scries  of 
practical  demonstrations  of  anatomy  to  a  number  of  the 
physicians  of  Philadelphia.  It  is  almost  pathetic  to  read 
of  the  eagerness  and  zeal  for  knowledge  displayed  by 
these  old  fellows,  who,  instead  of  manifesting  any  jeal- 
ousy of  the  superior  opportunities  of  their  colleague, 
anxiously  sought  to  reap  the  advantage  of  his  London 
experience,  which  he  in  his  turn  was  just  as  generous  in 
imparting  to  them.  In  the  same  year  (1750)  a  criminal 
named  Hermanns  Carroll  was  executed  for  murder  in 
New  York  City,  and  his  body  was  dissected  by  Dr.  John 
Bard  and  Dr.  Peter  Middleton  for  the  instruction  of  the 
young  men  then  engaged  in  the  study  of  medicine. 
"  This  is  the  first  essay  made  in  the  colonies  for  the  pur- 
pose of  acquiring  medical  knowledge  by  dissiction.  of 
which  we  have  any  record." 

Charles  Frederick  Wiesenthal  was  one  of  the  best- 
known  medical  teachers  of  his  day.  A  very  interesting 
account  of  his  life  and  labors  was  published  by  Dr. 
Eugene  F.  Cordell.  in  the  Bulletin  of  the  Johns  Hop- 
kins Hospital  for  July — August,  1900.  It  was  accom- 
^panied  by  the  picture  of  Dr.  Wiesentlial,  which  is  here 
'reproduced.  Wiesenthal  was  born  in  Prussia  in  1726 
and  settled  in  Baltimore  in  1755.  His  first  entry  into 
public  life  was  in  1775,  when  he  was  made  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Observation  of  Baltimore-  On  March 
2,  1776,  he  was  appointed  surgeon-major  of  the  First 
Maryland  Battalion,  commanded  by  the  distinguished 
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Colonel  Smallwood.  He  was  also  medical  purveyor  for 
the  Maryland  troops  and  on  the  board  to  examine  candi- 
dates for  the  army  medical  service.  In  1777  he  was 
surgeon-general  of  the  Maryland  troops.  In  Gay  Street 
he  had  a  house  which  he  used  as  a  medical  school,  and 
he  seems  to  have  had  many  pupils.  In  17S8,  while  he 
and  some  pupils  were  engaged  in  dissecting  the  body  of 
a  murderer,  a  mob  attacked  the  house  and  put  an  abrupt 
stop  to  their  studies.  Among  those  whom  he  taught  Dr. 
Cordel!  mentions  Drs.  William  Augustus  Dashiel,  George 
Buchanan,  Ezckiel  John  Dorsey,  Andrew  VViesenthal, 
and  Frederick  Dalcho, 

Dr.  Cordell  gives  some  interesting  extracts  from  the 
old  doctor's  correspondence.  His  son  Andrew  studied 
medicine  in  Philadelphia  in  1781-82  and  in  London  in 
1786-89.  On  December  25,  1781,  Dr.  Wiesenthal  wrote 
to  htm: 

"  Wc  received  your  letters  ...  in  which  I  see  your  beginning 
to  dissect  yourself  which  pleases  mc  and  I  insist  that  you  continue 
to  do  the  same  ma.nu.illy  in  propria  perjona,  and  not  being  content 
with  merely  demonstrations  aiter  the  Subject  is  prepared,  as  I 
want  the  praetical  part,  it  will  lead  you  towards  OperatioDs  and 
will  make  that  pnrt  of  Surgery  more  intelligible.  I  hope  you  will 
not  be  content  with  merely  knowing  the  situation  of  the  Viscera, 
tun  will  examine  Iheiii  minutely,  their  contents  Vessels  Ducts 
ii:!:  ...  I  hear  Doctor  Shippen  has  a  young  Gentleman  who  pre- 
pares the  Subjects  for  his  Demonstration.  I  would  have  you  culti- 
vate a  strict  friendship  with  him,  as  far  as  his  Morals  will  admit 
of  (in  which  particular  you  ktiow  my  firm  Opinion)  and  frequently 
rnJikc  Iiic|uirics  of  Uie  Doctor  himself,  who  I  hope  is  often  with  you 
himself  &  teaches." 

There  is  a  pleasing  reference  to  Dr.  Thomas  Bond 
in  one  of  the  letters : 

"I  am  glad  you  have  introducM  yourself  to  Doctor  BomI  though 
he  may  have  some  Oddities,  you  may  nevertheless  rely  on  this  thai 
his  Acquaintance  will  be  valuable  to  you  both,  hlis  Leaming  and 
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Experience  are  unquciitionable,  and  he  moreover  is  very  communi- 
cative and  takes  a  Delight  in  instructing  >-oung  Persons,  and  that 
in  proportion  In  their  DiliKCTiLc  and  Application,  you  will  therefore 
visit  his  Lectures  ftcqncntly  and  freely  apply  to  him  to  resolve  such 
things  as  amy  be  obscure  to  you,  he  is  a  good  Surgeon  besides  and 
may  give  you  same  good  hints  in  the  hospital." 

Dr.  Wtcsenthal  made  an  earnest  effort  to  have  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Maryland  regulated  by  law,  but  his 
labors  did  not  attain  their  fruition  during  his  hfctime. 

The  following  is  a  description  of  his  ordinary  costume: 
"  a  scarlet  cloak,  three  cornered  har,  bhie  velvet  coat  with 
gold  buttons  &  bufiF  facings,  buff  vest,  lace  ruffled  shirt, 
knee  breeches,  stockings,  shoe  buckles,  plain  white  cravat 
surrounding  neck,  wig  &  cue  tied  with  a  black  ribbon." 

He  died  on  June  1.  1789.  His  son.  Dr.  Andrew 
Wiesenthal.  survived  him,  dying  in  1798  wlien  only 
thirty- six  years  old. 

Somewhere  about  the  year  1752  there  came  to  Rhode 
Island  a  young  Scotchman  named  William  Hunter,  who 
was  a  relative  of  the  two  famous  brothers,  John  and 
William  Hunter.  He  was  born  in  1729,  educated  under 
the  elder  Monro,  and  served  as  a  surge»^n's  mate  at  the 
battle  of  Culloden.  In  1754-56  he  delivered  lectures  at 
Newport  on  anatomy  and  comparative  anatomy,  which 
were  advertised  in  the  Boston  newspapers.  He  died  in 
Boston  in  1777.  It  is  curious  to  reflect  that  one  of  the 
earliest  teachers  of  anatomy  in  this  country  was  a  near 
relation  of  two  of  the  greatest  teachers  in  the  medical 
history  of  England. 

To  no  one,  however,  does  the  advancement  of  the 
study  of  medicine  in  the  colonics  owe  more  than  to  Dr. 
William  Shippen,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia.  He  was  bom  in 
the  latter  city  in  1736,  his  father  being  a  prominent  physi- 
cian there.  After  graduating  from  the  College  of  New 
Jersey,  as  Princeton  was  then  called,  he  entered  the 
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office  of  his  father  and  studied  medicine  with  him  for 
three  years,  and  then  went  to  England,  where  he  studied 
anatomy  with  John  Hunter,  and  midwifery  with  William 
Hunter  and  Dr.  McKenzie,  finally  graduating  from  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 
His  graduation  thesis  was  "  De  Placenta:  cum  Utero 
Nexu."  An  interesting  letter  from  his  father  to  a  gen- 
tleman in  England  has  descended  to  us;  in  il  he  speaks 
of  the  course  of  study  he  wishes  his  son  to  pursue  while 
abroad,  as  follows: 

"My  snn  has  had  his  cducarion  in  ihc  best  college  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  and  has  been  studying  physic  with  me,  besides  which 
he  ha«  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  tlie  practice  of  every  gciille- 
inan  of  note  in  owr  city.  But  for  want  of  that  variety  of  operations 
Slid  those  frequent  dissections  which  arc  common  in  older  countries, 
I  must  send  him  to  Europe.  His  scheme  is  to  gain  all  the  knowl- 
edge he  can  in  anatomy,  physic,  and  surgery.  He  will  stay  in 
Loftdon  for  the  winter,  and  shall  attend  Mr.  Hunter's  anatomical 
lectures  and  private  directions,  injections,  etc.,  and  at  the  same 
time  go  through  a  course  of  midwifery  with  Dr.  Smellie:  also  enter 
as  a  pupil  in  Guy's  Hospital.  As  .soon  as  the  season  is  over,  he  may 
go  to  France,  and  live  with  Dr.  Leese  in  Rouen,  and  there  study 
physic  until  he  can  pass  an  examination  atid  take  a  degree." 

Young  Shippen  returned  to  this  country  in  1762, 
having  been  abroad  five  years,  and  in  March  of  the  same 
year  he  began  the  delivery  of  a  series  of  lectures  on  mid- 
wiferj', — the  first  .special  course  on  that  subject  ever  given 
in  this  country.  The  following  announcement  of  the 
course  was  published  in  the  Pennsyli'ania  Gasette: 

"Doctor  SHirpzN,  Junior, 

Proposes  to  begin  his  first  course  on  Midwifery  as  soon  as  a  number 
of  pupils  sufficient  to  defray  the  ttecc.i.iaTf  expense  shall  apply.  A 
course  will  consist  of  about  twenty  lectures  in  which  lie  will  treat 
of  that  part  of  anatomy  which  is  necessary  to  understand  that 
branch,  explain  all  cases  of  Midwifery — natural,  diiiBcuIc  and  preter- 
Da,iural — and  give  directions  how  to  treat  thcra  with  safety  to  the 


Dr.  Wu.  SHifMtN,  J«. 

Planccn  in  mnlint  etlucalion. 
(RcfinMtliecit  (mm  Mnrliin'i  "  HmIOty  ol  ■)■£  Cninivtvania  lla«|ii|al."  t 
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mother  and  child:  describe  the  diseases  incident  us  women  and 
children  in  the  month,  and  direct  to  proper  remedies;  will  lake 
occasion  durinif  the  course  to  explain  and  apply  those  carious  ana- 
tomical p1alc-s  and  casts  of  tlie  gravid  uterus  at  the  Ho^pLtal.  and 
conclude  Ihc  whole  with  necessary  cautions  against  the  dangerous 
and  cruel  use  of  instrumenU. 

"  In  order  to  make  tliis  course  more  perfect,  a  convenient  lodging 
is  provided  for  the  accommodation  of  a  few  poor  women,  who  other- 
wise might  sullcr  for  want  of  the  common  necessaries  on  these 
occasions,  to  \k  under  the  care  of  a  sober,  honest  matron,  well 
acquainted  with  lying-in  women,  employed  by  the  Doctor  for  that 
purpose.  Each  pupil  lo  attend  two  course:^  at  least,  for  which  he 
is  to  pay  five  guineas.     Perpetual  pupils  to  pay  ten  guineas. 

"  The  female  pupils  may  be  taught  privately,  and  assisted  at 
any  of  their  private  3alK>rs  when  necciury.  The  Doctor  may  be 
spoke  with  at  his  house,  in  Front  street,  every  morning  between 
the  hours  of  six  and  nine;  or  at  his  office  in  Leiitia  Court  every 
evening." 

Dr.  Norris"  gives  very  copious  extracts  from  notes 
taken  on  Dr.  Shippen's  introductory  lecture,  and  I  quote 
from  him  the  following  portions.  The  lecture  began  with 
the  statement  that  he  was  often  called  in  consultation  in 
cases  of  difliailt  labor, 

*'  most  of  which  were  made  so  by  the  unskilful  old  women  about 
them  and  Gectng  tlut  great  suffering  to  the  mothers,  accompanied 
often  wilh  loss  of  life  to  them,  or  their  offspring,  have  followed, 
which  could  easily  have  been  prevented  by  proper  management,  had 
made  him  resolve  to  introduce  a  courie  of  lectures  on  that  u.<teful 
and  necessary  branch  of  surgery,  in  order  to  remedy  those  terrible 
evils,  and  to  instruct  those  women  who  have  had  virtue  enough  to 
own  their  ignorance  and  apply  for  instruction,  as  well  as  those 
students  who  are  qualifying  themselves  to  practise  in  different  parts 
of  the  country  with  safety  and  advantage  to  their  fellow  creatures," 

He  mentions  several  cases  of  gross  mismanagement 
of  labor  cases  which  had  fallen  under  his  obserx'ation,  and 
then  continues : 
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"  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  I  shall  be  able  to  present  each  of 
you  with  one  OAlural  lalvor  at  least,  and  have  provided  a  machine, 
bjr  which  1  can  demonstrate  alt  kinds  of  IaborioU!i  and  preternatural 
l&bors,  and  shall  give  every  necessary  direction  lo  enable  you  to 
maaagc  all  cases  with  the  greatest  safety  to  mollicr  and  child." 

He  stated  the  order  in  which  his  lectures  would  be 

given : 

"  rsL  On  the  Bones  of  the  Pelvis,  and.  Male  and  Female  Or- 
gans. 3rd.  Changes  in  Ihc  Uterus.  4lh,  On  the  Placenta.  5th 
and  6th.  On  the  Circulation  and  Nutrition  of  the  Fcetiis-  7th.  On 
the  Signs  o£  Pregnancy.  8ih.  On  ilie  Menses,  glh,  Fluor  Albus. 
loth.  On  Natural  Labors,  nth.  and  succeeding  ones  on  Laborious 
and  Preternatural  Labors,  with  the  use  of  Instrnment.'i;  and  con- 
cluded by  particular  Icctnrcs  on  the  Diseases  o!  Women  and  Children 
within  the  montb.  and  directions  concerning  the  diet  of  each,  and 
methodft  of  choosing  and  makiriR  good  nurses.'^ 

He  reviewed  the  history  of  midwiferj',  and  pointed  out 
what  was  necessary  to  make  a  man  midwife,  "  an  adept 
in  his  profession,  and  to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  the 
female  world,"  advising-  him  to  preserve  a  *'  grave  deport- 
ment" with  well-timed  conversation,  but  avoiding  re- 
ligiously any  jokes  abotit  the  patient  or  profession."  He 
warned  the  class  that  the  drinking  habit  might  easily  be 
contracted  "  insensibly  by  the  foolish  custom  of  taking 
a  dram  in  a  cold  or  wet  morning."  Concerning  their 
fees  he  says,  "  1  give  you  only  one  admonition,  which 
is,  to  charge  no  one  extravagantly,  and  every  one  in  pro- 
portion to  their  abilities,  remembering  that  by  giving 
your  service  gratuitously  to  the  poor,  you  will  get  much 
from  the  rich." 

Those  "  curious  anatomical  plates  and  casts  of  the 
gravid  uterus  at  the  Hospital,"  to  which  Dr.  Shippen 
refers  in  his  announcement,  form  a  most  interesting  link 
in  the  genealogical  chain  connecting  medical  education  in 
this  country  with  thai  in  England.  They  were  presented 
to  the  managers  of  the  Hospital  by  Dr.  John  Fothergill, 
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of  London,  and  the  whole  story  of  their  presentation  and 
subsequent  history  is  most  interestingly  told  in  Dr.  Mor- 
ton's history  of  tlie  hospital.  When  Dr.  Shippen  was 
studying  abroad  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Fother- 
gill,  who  became  much  interested  in  the  account  he  gave 
him  of  the  hospital.  On  July  27,  1762,  Dr.  Fothergill 
presented  the  hospital  library  with  its  first  volume.  "  for 
the  bcneftt  of  ihc  young  students  who  may  attend  under 
the  direction  of  the  physicians,"  and  he  also  gave  the  hos- 
pital, towards  the  founding  of  a  museum,  seven  cases  of 
anatomic  drawings  and  casts,  which  were  then  valued  at 
tliree  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

In  a  letter  to  James  Pcmberton,  at  that  time  one  of  the 
managers  of  the  Hospital,  Dr.  Fothergill  says, — 

"  I  need  not  tell  tliee  thai  the  know-leiiu<:  of  anricomy  is  of  ex- 
ceeding great  use  tn  practitioners  in  physic  and  .surgery  nnd  that 
the  meADi  of  procuring  si.tbj«cts  with  you  arc  not  easy.  Some 
prclty  ac4;uratc  anatomical  drawings,  about  half  an  l>ig  as  the  life, 
have  fallen  into  my  hands,  which  I  propose  to  send  to  your  hos* 
pital  to  he  under  the  CAre  of  the  physiciiins,  and  to  be  by  them 
explained  to  the  students  and  pupils  who  may  attend  the  hospital. 
In  the  want  of  real  subjects  these  will  have  their  use,  and  I  have 
recommended  to  Dr.  Shippen  to  give  3  course  of  anatomical  lectures 
to  Gucb  as  may  attend.  He  is  very  well  qualified  for  the  subject, 
and  will  soon  be  followed  by  an  able  assistant.  Dr.  Morgan,  both 
of  whom  I  apprehend,  will  not  only  be  useful  to  the  Province  in 
their  employments,  but  if  tuilahly  countenanced  by  the  I^gi^latu^e 
will  be  able  to  erect  a  school  of  physic  among  you  that  may  draw 
ttudents  from  various  parts  of  .America  and  the  West  Indies,  and 
at  least  furtiish  them  with  a  bclCcr  ide.-L  of  the  rudimenlft  of  their 
profession  than  they  have  at  present  the  means  of  acquiring  on  your 
side  of  the  water." 


It  will  be  remembered  that  Drs.  Morgan  and  Shippen 
subsequently  filled  the  two  first  professional  chairs  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
On  the  minutes  of  tlic  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  May  17, 
1763,  occurs  the  following  entry: 
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"Doct.  Williim  Shippen.  Junr.  attended  and  proposed  chat  au 
advantage  may  arise  to  the  hospital  by  the  Anatomical  Drawingii 
&  Casts  presented  by  Dr.  Foiherpill.  He  offered  his  services  to 
attend  twice  a  month  lo  give  some  general  explanation  thereof  to 
such  Person),  who  may  be  desirous  to  view  them,  the  Board  ap- 
proving of  the  Doctor's  Kind  Intention,  the  following  advertise- 
ment proposed  by  him  wa^  agreed  to  be  published  in  the  next 
Gazette,  viz: 

"'The  Generous  Donation  of  Doctr.  Fothergill  of  London  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital  of  a  Sett  of  AnaConiica]  Paintings  and  Ca«t- 
ingg  in  plaister  of  Paris  representing  different  views  of  the  several 
parts  of  the  human  body,  being  now  deposited  in  a  Convenient 
Chamber  of  the  Hospital,  as  there  may  be  many  Persons.  bcMdcs 
Siudent.4  in  Physick  desirous  lo  gain  some  general  ktiowtedge  of 
the  structure  of  the  human  body,  Dr.  William  Shippen,  Jr.  pro- 
poses lo  altetid  there  on  the  Seventh  Day  of  the  Week  the  21st 
inst.  at  5  o'clock  p.m.  and  once  a  fortnight  on  (be  same  day  of  the 
week,  at  the  s<ame  hour  during  the  summer  season,  to  explain  and 
demonstrate  to  such  persons  who  are  willing  to  give  a  Dollar  each 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Hospital.' " 

That  Dr.  Shippen  did  not  possess  the  sole  right  to  use 
the  preparations  is  sliown  by  the  following  resoltition 
adopted  by  the  board  of  managers  of  the  hospital :  "  Any 
Professor  of  Anatomy  being  desirous  to  exhibit  lectures, 
he  is  to  apply  to  the  Managers  in  attendance  for  Liberty." 
They  also  regulated  the  price  for  pupils  in  physic  by  the 
following  rule :  "  All  pupils  attending  lectures  are  to  pay 
a  pistole  each." 

In  the  autnmn  of  1762  Dr.  Shippen  announced  to  the 
public,  through  the  columns  of  the  Pennsylvania  Gasctle, 
his  intention  to  give  a  course  of  anatomical  lectures  in 
the  following  letter : 

"pKn-AincLPHiA,  November  nth,  1763. 
"Mr.  Hall 

"  Please  lo  inform  the  public  that  a  course  of  Anatomical  Lec- 
tures will  be  opened  this  winter  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  advantag;* 
of  the  young  gentlemen  now  engaged  in  the  study  of  Physic,  in 
this  and  the  neighboring  provinces,  whose  circumstances  and  con- 
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nections  will  not  admit  of  their  going  itbrOad  lor  improvement  to 
the  anatomical  f>choal5  in  Europe;  and  aho  for  the  FtitcrtAinmcnt 
of  any  geiitlemeu  who  may  have  Uic  curiosity  to  tiiiderttaiid  the 
anatomy  of  the  Humnn  Frame.  In  these  lectures  the  situation. 
fig»Tt  and  stnicture  of  nil  the  parts  of  th«  Human  body  will  be 
dcnionstralcd.  their  respective  uses  explained,  and  as  far  as  a  course 
of  anatomy  will  permit,  their  diseases,  with  the  indications  and 
methods  of  cure  briefly  treated  of. 

"All  the  necessary  operations  in  surgery  will  he  performed,  a 
course  of  bandages  exhibited,  and  the  whole  conclude  with  an 
explanation  of  some  of  the  curious  phenomena  that  arise  from  an 
examination  of  the  K''<tvid  uterus,  and  a  few  plain  directions  in  the 
study  and  practice  of  midwifery.  The  necessity  and  public  utility 
of  such  a  course  in  this  growing  country,  and  the  mi.-lhod  to  be 
pursued  therein,  will  he  more  particularly  explained  in  an  Tntro- 
ductory  Lecture,  to  be  delivered  the  l6lh  instant,  at  six  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  at  the  State  House,  by  William  Shippen,  Jr.,  M.D. 
The  lectures  will  be  given  at  his  Father's  house  in  Fourth  Street 
Tickets  for  the  course  to  be  had  of  the  Doctor  at  five  pistoles  each; 
and  any  gentleman  who  may  incline  to  sec  the  subject  prepared 
for  the  lecture*,  and  to  learn  the  art  of  dissecting,  injecting,  etc., 
is  to  pay  five  pistoles  more." 

In  February,  1763.  he  published  the  followmg  notice: 

"  Dr.  Shippen  having  finished  on  Osteology — the  most  dry,  though 
the  m0.1t  necessary  part  of  anatomy — will  admit  gentlemen  who 
want  to  gratify  their  curiosity,  lo  any  particular  lecture — Tickets 
five  shillingg." 


The  first  course  that  he  delivered  was  attended  by  but 
ten  students,  but  in  subsequent  years  he  had  as  many  as 
two  hundred  and  fifty  in  a  class.  There  was  a  g^reat  deal 
of  opposition  to  the  establishment  of  a  place  in  which 
it  was  proposed  to  dissect  the  human  body,  and  several 
times  the  building  in  which  the  dissections  were  per- 
formed was  attacked  and  its  windows  broken.  Dr. 
Norris  says, — 

"  In  one  of  these  attacks  the  Doctor  himself  made  a  narrow 
escape  by  passing  out  through  an  alley,  while  his  carriage,  which 
Mood  before  the  door  with  its  blinds  raised,  and  which  was  supposed 
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10  cotiuin  him,  received,  along  with  a  shower  of  other  missilM,  a 
musket  bait  ihroush  Ihc  center  of  it.  Mure  tlian  once  he  was 
compcllctj  to  desert  his  own  dwelling  nitil  conceal  himself,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  tyrannical  exactions  of  the  people.  Several  times  he 
addressed  the  citizens  through  the  public  papers,  assuring  them  that 
the  rc(»orts  of  hi*  disturbing  private  burying-grounds  were  abso- 
lutely false,  and  st.iting  that  the  subjects  he  dissected  were  either 
of  persons  who  had  coramittetl  suiddc.  or  such  as  had  been  pub- 
licly executed:  except,  he  naively  ntJds,  'now  and  then  one  from 
the  Potier"*  Field.' " 

Gradually,  however,  he  overcame  the  opposition  to  his 
project,  and  the  undertaking  proved  thoroughly  success- 
ful. Nnrris  says  that  in  Deceinh^r,  1762,  the  newspapers 
stated  the  hody  of  a  negro  who  had  committed  suicide 
by  cutting  his  throat  with  a  bottle  was  handed  over  to 
Dr.  Shippen  for  anatomic  purposes,  and  he  also  quotes 
the  following  i>aragraph  from  the  Pemuyhaiiia  Gazette, 
indicating  that  he  received  aid  from  other  sources  than 
the  city  of  Philadelphia : 

"Last  Saturday  a  prisoner  was  executed  al  Gloucester.  New 
Jersey,  pursuant  to  his  sentence,  and  his  body  was  sent  by  order  of 
the  Chief  Justice  to  Dr.  Sbipgicn's  anatomical  theatre  for  diMec* 
tion." 

The  Pennsylvania  Hospital  was  a  great  centre  for 
medical  instruction,  furnishing  greater  facilities  for  clini- 
cal observation  than  could  be  obtained  elsewhere  through- 
out the  colonies.  The  first  patient  was  admitted  to  the 
hospital  February  10,  1752.  For  some  time  the  number 
of  patients  capable  of  accommodation  in  the  hospital  was 
so  limited  tliat  the  physicians  and  surgeons  on  its  staff 
did  not  require  the  aid  of  skilled  medical  assistance  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties,  hut  as  the  number  of  in- 
mates increased  the  staff  found  it  very  essential  that  they 
should  have  the  aid  of  assistants  who  possessed  some 
skill  in  the  handling  of  patients,  dressing  of  wounds,  etc, 
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and  it  became  customary  for  them  to  bring  their  appren- 
tices with  them  when  they  made  the  rounds  of  the  wards, 
and  use  them  as  dressers  and  assistants,  the  apprentices 
in  turn  deriving  the  benefit  of  seeing  the  practice  of  t'.ie 
hospital.  Besides  tlieir  own  apprentices  they  soon  began 
to  allow  other  students  to  make  the  rounds.  So  many 
young  men  availed  themselves  of  these  privileges  that 
on  May  lo,  1763,  the  managers  resolved, — 

"  I(  is  the  unanimoUH  opinion  of  the  Board  that  sucli  of  Ihcm  at 
least  who  an:  not  apprentices  to  the  Physicians  of  the  House,  should 
pay  a  proper  Gratuity  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Hospital  for  their 
privilege;  the  consideration  of  stipulating  the  sum  is  referred  to 
the  next  board  after  consulting  with  ye  Physicians." 

Dr.  Morton  quotes  the  minutes  of  the  next  meeting 
of  the  board,  May  31,  J763,  which,  as  he  justly  says, 
shows  the  "  disinterestedness  and  liberality'^  of  the  phj-si- 
cians  "  in  a  very  honourable  hght."  The  meeting  oc- 
curred just  after  the  annual  election  of  managers  and 

physicians  to  the  hospital. 

"  5th  Mo.,  aSih,  1763. 
"It  appears  that  the  Phy^^icians  chown  were  informed  thereof 
and  have  agreed  to  undertake  the  Service  this  year.  A  copy  of  the 
Minute  of  lati  Board  respecting  the  Students  who  attend  the  wards 
at  the  titne  of  the  vi.siting  the  Palientn  having  been  communicated 
to  them;  Doctr.  Thomas  Bond  and  Dr.  Cadw.  Evans  now  attended 
and  informed  the  board  that  the  .several  Physician!*  have  met  & 
considered  the  same  &  committed  their  Sentiment?  thereon  to  writing 
which  they  delivered  &  was  read,  it  being  as  follows,  vii: 

"' Philadelphia,  May  3!.  1763. 
"'Upon  considering  the  Minute  of  the  Manager.^  of  the  Penn- 
jylnnia  Hospital  made  the  loth  of  5  mo.  1763.  relative  to  those 
Stodents  who  attend  the  Ward«  of  fiaid  Hospital.  It  is  our  opinion 
that  each  Student  who  is  not  an  Apprentice  to  one  of  the  Physi- 
cians attending  the  House  shall  pay  six  pii^toles  as  a  Gratuity  for 
thai  PrivilcRe  Tliat  the  Managers  ft  Doctors  in  Attendance  for 
the  time  being  shall  he  the  judge  who  are  proper  to  be  admitted 
or  refused.    And  farther,  as  the  Custom  of  most  of  the  Hospitals 
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in  Great  Britain  has  given  such  Gratuities  to  the  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  attending  thcni,  wc  think  it  properly  belongs  to  us  to 
appropriate  the  Money  arising  from  thence.  And  propose  to  apply 
it  to  the  founding  of  a  Medical  Library  in  the  said  Hospital  which 
we  judge  will  lend  greatly  to  the  Advantage  of  tbc  PupiU  8:  the 
Honour  of  the  Institution. 

" '  Thos.  Bokd^ 
"'Thos.  Cadwallaoeb, 
"'Phineas  Boxd, 
"'Cab.  Evans.' 

"After  Consideration  whereof  the  Board  agrees  (o  the  Proposal 
in  respect  to  the  terms  upon  which  Students  in  Physic  arc  to  be 
admitted  to  attend  the  ward*;  the  Gratuit)'  tor  which  to  he  paid 
the  treasurer,  and  in  Regard  to  the  Proposa!  for  a  Medical  Library, 
that  such  books  as  arc  purchased  should  be  approved  of  by  the 
Managers,  as  likewise  the  manner  in  which  they  are  to  be  lent 
MIL" 


At  the  end  of  their  term  of  instruction  such  students 
were  given  certificates  signed  by  the  medical  staff  and 
managers  of  the  hospital. 

In  1773,  Dr.  Morton  tells  us,  the  managers  began  the 
custom  of  taking  young  men  who  wished  to  study  medi- 
cine as  apprentices  to  the  institution,  the  term  of  appren- 
ticeship being  five  years.  They  were  regularly  inden- 
tured to  the  hospital  for  this  length  of  lime:  when  it  was 
over  each  man  received  a  certificate  stating  that  fact, 
and  a  suit  of  "cloathes."  This  system  of  apprenticeship 
was  continued  for  many  years.  After  the  foundation  of 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania the  apprentices  attended  the  lectures  there  while 
they  were  in  the  service  of  the  hospital.  It  was  not  until 
1824  that  the  rule  was  made  requiring  all  those  serving 
the  hospital  in  the  cajiacity  of  what  we  now  call  "  resi- 
dents" to  be  regularly  graduated  from  a  medical  college 
previous  to  tlieir  appointment  to  the  position. 

In  1766  Dr.  Thomas  Bond,  of  the  staff  of  physicians 
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to  the  hospital,  suggested  to  the  managers  the  propriety 
of  establishing  a  regular  course  of  clinical  lectures,  and 
in  order  to  secure  their  assent  to  such  a  course  being  given 
he  invited  them  to  his  house,  November  26,  1766,  where 
he  read  them  "  An  Essay  on  the  Utility  of  Clinical  Lec- 
tures." This  lecture  was  presented  to  the  hospital,  and 
SO  pleased  tlie  managers  thai  they  ordered  its  insertion  in 
their  minutes,  wlieiice  Dr.  Morton  resuscitated  it  in  tlie 
"  History  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital."  It  reads  as 
follows : 


When  I  consider  the  vockiUiiI  hands  the  Practice  of  Physick 
Jl  Surgery  lias  of  iieeei^ty  been  conimiited  lu,  in  many  parts  of 

icrica,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  behold  .so  many  Worthy  Yotmg 
fen,  training  up  in  those  professions,  which,  from  the  nature  of 
their  Objects,  are  the  most  interesting  to  the  Community,  and  I 
get  a  great  pleasure  in  foreseeing,  that  the  unparalleled  public  Spirit 
of  the  Good  People  of  Uiis  Province,  will  shortly  make  Philadelphia 
the  Athene  of  America,  and  render  the  Sons  of  Pennaylvania,  repu- 
table amongit  the  most  celebrated  Europeans,  in  all  the  liheral  Arts 
and  Sciences.  This  1  am  at  present  certain  of,  that  the  institu- 
tion of  Literature  and  Charity,  already  founded,  &  the  School  oC 
Physiclc  lately  open'd  in  this  City  afford  Suffict  Foundation  for 
the  Students  of  Physic  to  acquire  all  the  Knowledge  necessary  for 
their  practtsiing  every  Branch  of  thctr  profenaionft,  respectably  and 
Judiciously.  The  great  Expence  in  going  from  America  to  Eu- 
rope. &  thence  from  Country  to  Country,  &  College  to  College  in 
Quest  of  Medical  Qualifications,  is  often  a  Barr  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  Brightest  Geniuses  amongst  ns,  who  might  otherwise  he 
Morning  Stars  in  their  professions.  &  most  useful  Members  of 
Society.  Besides  every  Qimate  produces  Di*ea!ics  peculiar  to  itself, 
which  require  experience  to  understand  and  Core,  &  even  the  Dis- 
eases of  the  several  Seasons  in  the  Same  Country,  are  found  to 
differ  so  much  some  Years,  from  what  they  were  in  others,  that 
Sydenham,  the  most  Sagacious  Physician  that  ever  lived,  acknowl- 
edged that  he  was  often  difHculted  and  much  mititakeo  in  the 
treatment  of  Epidemics  for  sometime  after  Iheir  appearance. 

"  No  Country  tlien  can  be  so  proper  for  the  instruction  of  Youth 
in  the  Knowledge  of  Physick,  as  that  in  which  'lis  to  be  practised ; 
where  the  precepts  of  never  failing  Experience  are  handed  down 
from  Father  to  Son,  from  Tutor  to  PnpiL     That  this  is  not  a 
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Spevulutive  opinion,  but  real  Matter  of  Fact,  may  tw  proven  from 
tbe  Savages  of  AniericA,  who  without  the  assistance  of  Literature, 
have  been  found  possessed  of  Skill  in  the  Cure  of  Diseases  inci- 
dent to  their  ClLtnalc,  Superior  to  the  Rcgtilar  bred,  and  most  learned 
Physicians,  &  that  from  tlieir  discoveries  ilie  present  practice  of 
Physic  lias  been  enrich 'd  with  suine  of  the  tiio»t  valuable  Medicines 
now  in  use. 

■■  Therefore  from  Principles  of  Patriotism  and  Humanity,  the 
Phyaie  School  here,  should  meet  all  Ihe  protection  and  Encourage- 
meot,  the  Friends  of  their  Country,  &  Well  Wishers  of  Mankind 
can  possibly  give  it,  Though  'tis  yet  in  its  Infancy  from  the  Judi- 
cious Treatment  of  its  Guardians,  it  is  already  hcconic  A  forward 
Child,  &  has  ihe  promising  appearance  of  !.oon  arriving  to  a  Vigor- 
ous &  Healthful  Maturity.  The  Professors  in  it  at  present  are  few ; 
but  their  dcparttneitt'i  include  the  most  Essential  parls  of  Educa- 
tion; Another,  whose  distinguished  Abilities  will  do  honor  lo  his 
Country  and  the  In^itution  is  Expected  to  join  ihem  in  the  Springr; 
and  I  think  he  has  little  Faith  who  can  doubt  that  so  good  an 
underlakinn  will  cvtr  fail  of  Additional  Strength,  &  a  Providential 
Blessing.  And  1  am  Certain  nothing  would  give  me  so  much 
pleasure  as  to  have  it  in  my  Power  to  contribute  the  least  mite 
towards  its  perfect  Establishment. 

"The  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  is  well  Qualified 
for  the  Task;  hra  Dissections  arc  Accurate  and  Elegant,  &  his 
Lectures,  Learned.  Judicious  &  Oear. 

"The  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  has  had 
the  best  opportunities  of  improvement,  join'd  to  Genius  &  appli- 
cation, 8t  cannot  fail  of  giving  Necessary  and  instructive  Lessons 
to  the  Pupils. 

■'  The  Field  this  Gentleman  undertakes  is  very  Extensive.  &  has 
many  difficulties  which  may  mislead  the  Footsteps  of  an  uncautioned 
Traveller,  therefore  Lectures,  in  which  the  different  Parts  of  the 
Theory  &  Practice  of  Physic  arc  Judiciously  classed  and  system- 
atically explained,  will  prevent  many  Perplexities  the  Student  would 
otherwise  be  embarrassed  wtlh,  will  unfold  the  Doors  of  Knowl- 
edge, and  he  of  great  use  in  directing  &  abridging  his  futnre 
Studies,  Yet  there  is  something  further  wanting,  he  must  Join  Ex- 
amples with  Study,  before  he  can  be  stifficienily  qualified  to  pre- 
scribe for  the  «i!ck:  for  Language  &  Rooks  alone,  r-in  never  give 
him  Adequate  Ideas  of  Diseases.  &  the  best  methods  of  Treating 
thcni.  For  which  reasons  Infirmaries  arc  Justly  rcptiled  the  Grand 
Theatres  of  Medical  Knowledge. 

"There,  the  Clinical  professor  conie-s  in  lo  the  Aid  of  Speculation 
and  demonstrates  the  Truth  of  Theory  by  Facts:    he  meets  his 
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pupils  at  stated  times  in  the  Hospital,  And  when  a  case  presents 
adapted  lo  his  purpose,  he  asks  all  those  Questions  which  lead  to 
a  certain  knowledge  of  the  Disease,  &  parts  Affctteil,  this  he  docs 
in  the  niojt  exact  and  particular  manner,  lo  convince  the  Students 
huw  many,  St  what  minute  Circuaulanc«s  arc  often  necessary  to 
form  Ji  judgement  of  the  Curative  indications,  on  which,  the  Safety 
&  Life  of  the  Patient  depend,  from  all  which  Circumstances  and 
the  present  Symptoms,  he  pronounce*  what  tlie  Disease  is,  whether 
it  is  Curable  or  Incurable,  in  what  manner  it  ought  to  be  treated, 
and  gives  his  reason  from  Authority  or  Experience  for  all  he  says 
on  the  Occasion:  and  if  the  Disease  baffles  the  power  of  Art.  and 
the  Patient  falls  a  Sacrifice  to  it,  he  then  brings  his  Knowledge  to 
the  Test,  &  fixes  Honour  or  discredit  on  his  Rcptitalion  by  exposing 
all  the  Morbid  parts  Co  View,  and  Demonstrates  by  what  meams  it 
produced  Death,  and  ii  perchance  he  finds  something  unexpected^ 
which  Betrays  an  Error  in  Judgement,  he  like  a  great  St  good  Man, 
immediately  acknowledges  the  miaiake,  and,  for  the  benefit  of  sur- 
vivors, points  out  other  methods  by  which  it  might  have  been  more 
happily  treated; — TIic  latter  part  of  this  Field  of  Tuition  is  the 
surest  method  of  obtaining  just  Ideas  of  Diseases.  The  great 
Boerhaave  wa.s  io  attentive  to  it,  that  he  was  not  only  present  at 
tilt  opening  of  Human  Bodies,  but  frequently  attended  the  Slaughter 
HouHS  in  Leyden.  to  Examine  the  Carcases  of  BchMs;  and  being 
asked  by  a  learn'd  Friend,  by  what  means  he  had  acquired  such 
luicommun  Certainty  in  the  Diagnostics  and  Prognostics  of  Dis- 
eases, answered  by  examining  dead  Bodies,  studying  Sydenham's 
observations,  and  Bonctils's  Sepulchrctum  Analomicuni,  both  of 
which  he  hod  read  ten  times  &  each  time  with  greater  pIc^Kiirr.  and 
improvement. 

"  But  to  give  you  more  familiar  instances  of  the  Utility  of  this 
practice  let  mc  remind  several  of  yon.  who  were  pra<!ent  last  Fall 
at  the  opening  two  Bodies.  One  of  which  died  of  Astmaiic  com- 
plaints, the  other  of  a  Phrcnry  succeeded  by  a  Palsey,  and  auk  you 
whether  anjihing  xhort  of  ocular  demonstration;  cou'd  have  givea 
you  just  Ideas  of  the  causes  of  the  Patient's  Death,  in  one  we  saw 
a  dropsy  in  the  left  side  of  the  Thorax,  and  a  curious  Polypus  with 
its  growing  Fimbri,T  of  14  Inches  in  length  (now  in  the  Hospital) 
extending  from  the  Ventricle  of  the  Heart,  far  beyond  the  Bifurca- 
lion  of  the  Pulmonary  Artery,  in  the  other  we  found  the  Brain 
partly  separated  and  the  Ventricle  on  the  opposite  Bide  to  that  affected 
with  Paralysis,  distended  by  a  large  Quantity  of  Limpid  Serum: 
and  you  must  Remember,  that  the  slate  of  all  the  Morbid  parts 
were  predicted  before  they  were  exposed  to  View;  which  may 
have  a  further  Advantage,  by  rousing  in  you  an  industrious  pursuit 
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after  the  most  liidden  causes  of  all  the  aUectioiu  of  tlie  Human 
Body;  and  convince  yuu  what  injury  they  do  to  the  living,  who 
oppose  a  decent  painless  and  well  timed  cxsmination  of  the  dead. 

"  Thus  all  the  professors  in  the  best  European  Collcdges,  go  hand 
in  hariil,  and  cn-operatc  with  each  other  b>-  regular  chains  of  Reason- 
ing &  occasiona]  demonstrations,  to  ihe  satisfaction  &  improvement 
of  the  Students. 

"  BiU  more  is  required  of  iis  in  this  late  settled  World,  where 
new  Diseases  often  occur,  and  others  common  to  many  Parts  o£ 
Europe  visit  us  too  freqticnlly,  which  it  behove*  the  Guardians  of 
Health,  to  be  very  watchful  of,  thai  they  may  know  them  well, 
and  by  an  hearty  Union  &  Bruihcrly  communication  of  observations 
investigate  their  causes  &  check  their  progreis.  The  Task  is  ardu- 
ous, bul  'lis  a  Debt  we  owe  to  our  Friends  and  our  Country.  The 
Atmosphere  that  Surrounds  ua  is  fine,  and  the  Atr  we  breathe,  free, 
pure,  and  Naturally  healthy,  &  I  am  fully  persuaded  we  shall  find 
on  strict  enquiry,  when  it  becomes  otherwise,  '  lis  mostly  frora 
Contagion  imported,  or  neglected  Sources  of  Putrefaction,  amongst 
ourselves,  and  therefore  whenever  we  are  able  to  demonstrate  the 
Causes,  they  may  be  removed  and  the  Effects  pTcvcntcd. 

"  Our  Father*  after  inxiiring  lo  ns  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
inestintable  blessing  of  Religious  &  Civil  Liberty,  have  settled  us 
in  a  Country  that  affords  all  the  real  comforts  of  life,  and  given 
u-s  tUc  prospect  of  becoming  one  day,  a  great  and  happy  People, 
and  I  know  only  one  Objection  to  a  prudent  Man's  giving  North 
America  the  preference  10  any  other  part  of  the  British  dominions 
for  the  place  of  his  residence,  which  is.  that  the  climate  is  sometimes 
productive  of  severe  K-pidemic  DiseasM  in  the  Summer  &  Fall;  the 
Country  is  otherwise  free  from  those  tedious  &  dangerous  Fevers 
which  frc«)uenlly  infest  most  parts  of  Euroiic.  The  last  wet  Summer 
and  a  short  space  of  hot  dry  Weather  in  Autumn,  caused  so  many 
Intermiticnts  from  Uie  Southern  suburbs  of  this  City  all  the  way 
to  Georgia,  that  I  may  venture  to  assert  two  thirds  of  the  inhabi- 
tants were  not  able  to  do  the  Ie:ist  Business  for  many  weeks,  and 
some  families  &  even  Townships  were  so  distress'd  that  they  had  not 
well  persons  sufficient  to  attend  the  Sick,  during  which  Time  this 
City  was  unusually  Healthy,  how  respectable  then  would  be  the 
Characters  of  those  Men,  who  shouVd  wipe  this  Stain  oul  of  the 
American  Escutcheon  and  rescue  their  Country  from  such  frequent 
calamities. 

"  Sufficient  encouragement  to  make  the  attempt,  is  found  both  in 
History,  the  Books  of  Physic,  and  our  own  Experience.  Several 
instances  were  recorded  of  places  that  were  so  sickly,  as  lo  be  un- 
inhabitable until  Princes  have  ordered  their  Physicians  to  search 
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into  the  causes  of  this  Unhcaltliiness,  aod  liavinE  di&cover'd  aod 
removed  iheni,  made  thereby  valuable  additions  lo  their  Kingdoms. 
Was  not  nur  Ancient  &  Great  Master,  H ipj>ocratcs,  sO'  knowing  in 
the  cause  of  Pestilential  Contagion,  as  to  foresee  an  approaching 
Plague,  and  ).end  hU  Pupils  into  the  Cilies  lo  take  care  of  the 
Sick,  &  has  not  lie,  and  Sydenham  the  English  Hippocrates,  done 
infinite  Service  to  the  healine  Art,  and  gained  immortal  Honors 
to  themselves,  hy  their  Essays  on  Epidemics  in  which  ih«y  not 
only  accurately  describe  the  Diseases  of  their  Respective  Countries, 
but  show  the  depraved  constitution  of  the  .A.if  which  produced  each 
of  ihem.  Our  own  Experience  also  affords  much  iLncouragcmcnt ; 
when  I  first  caine  into  rfiis  City  the  Dock  was  the  Common  Sewer 
of  Fihh,  &  was  such  a  Nuisance  to  the  inhabitants  about  it,  every 
Fall,  that  they  were  obliged  to  use  more  pounds  of  Bark,  than  Ihey 
have  Ounces  since  it  has  been  raised  and  levcU'd.  Another  ulriking 
inKtance  of  the  Advantage  of  Cleanliness  (or  the  preservation  of 
Health,  affords  mc  an  Opportunity  of  paying  a  Tribute,  instly  due, 
to  the  Wisdom  of  the  LcKislature  of  this  Province,  in  framing  the 
Salutary  Laws  for  paving  &  regnlaiing  the  streets  of  this  City.  & 
to  the  indefatigable  induj.try  &  Skill  of  tbe  Commissioners  in  exe- 
cuting them,  whereby  they  have  contributed  so  much  to  the  Health- 
fulness  of  the  Inhabitants,  that  I  am  confident  the  whole  Expcnce 
will  be  repair'd  in  ten  years,  by  lessening  liie  Physic  Bills  alone.  A 
Farm  within  a  few  miles  of  this  City  was  remarkably  hcahhy  for 
Fifty  YearR,  whilst  the  Tide  overflow'd  the  I^w  Lands,  near  the 
Dwelling  House,  but  after  they  were  Bank'd  by  Ditches  so  ill  con- 
trived that  they  often  did  not  discharge  the  Water  that  fctl  into 
them  for  a  considerable  time,  &  Until  it  Itccamc  putrid,  and  thereby 
rendered  the  place  as  remarkably  Sickly,  as  it  had  before  been 
healthy,  I  was  told  by  a  Gentleman  of  Veracity  that  he  saw  the 
Corps  of  One  of  Nine  Tenants  that  had  been  carried  from  it  in 
a  few  years. 

"The  Yellow  Fever,  which  1  take  to  be  exactly  the  same  dis- 
temper as  the  Plague  of  Athens,  described  by  Thncydidcs.  has  been 
five  different  times  in  this  City  since  my  residence  in  it;  the  causes 
of  three  of  than  I  was  luckily  able  to  Trace,  ft  am  certain  Ihey 
were  the  same,  which  produced  a  Gaol  Fever  in  other  Places,  &  am 
of  opinion  ihe  difference  betwixt  the  appearance  of  these  Fevers, 
arises  from  the  climate,  &  the  different  state  the  Bodies  are  in  when 
they  tmbihe  the  Contagion;  if  so.  the  same  methods  which  are 
taken  to  prevent  Gaol  Fever,  will  equally  prevent  a  Yellow  Fever; 
Twas  in  the  Year  Forty  one,  I  first  saw  that  horrid  Disease  which 
was  then  imported  by  a  Number  of  Convicts  from  the  Dublin 
Gaol.    The  second  time  it  prevailed  it  was  indigenous  from  Evident 
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cauncn,  &  was  principally  confined  to  One  Square  of  the  City.  The 
third  time  it  was  generated  on  Board  of  Crowded  Ships  in  the 
Port,  which  brought  in  their  Pas&i;ui{'ci':>  iu  Hi^alth,  hut  sooin  after 
became  very  Sickly.  I  here  Haw  the  apfcarnnec  of  ConUgion  like 
a  Dim  Sparkle  which  gradually  cncrc-iscd  to  a  Blaze,  &  soon  after 
burst  out  into  a  terrible  Flame,  carrying  I^cvaslation  with  it,  and 
after  continuing  two  Months  was  extinguished  by  the  profuse 
Sweats  of  Tertian  Fevers,  but  this  is  not  the  ordinary  course  of 
contagion,  'tis  usually  checked  hy  the  Cool  Evenings  in  Sqitcra'r 
and  dies  on  the  appearance  of  an  October  Frost 

"I  lately  visited  an  Irish  Passenger  Vessel,  which  brought  the 
People  [lerfeclly  healthy  until  Ihey  came  in  our  Riwer.  1  found 
five  of  ihcm  111,  and  others  Unwell,  &  saw  that  the  Fomes  of  in- 
fection was  spreading  among  them.  I  therefore  ordered  the  Ship 
to  lay  at  Quarantine,  to  be  well  purified  with  the  Stream,^  of 
Sulphur.  &  with  Vinegar,  directed  the  Bedding  and  Cloathing  of 
the  People  to  be  well  waih'd  Vc  Air'd  before  any  person  should  be 
permitted  to  land  out  of  her,  after  which  I  advised  separating  the 
Sick  froiu  the  Healthy.  This  was  done  by  putting  twelve  in  difler- 
cnt  Rooms  in  one  House,  &  (ourtccn  in  another,  out  of  the  City, 
the  conveniences  of  the  two  Houses  were  much  the  same,  in  one 
of  them  little  care  was  taken  of  the  sick,  who  were  laid  upon  the 
same  foul  I»eds,  they  (conlrarj-  to  orders)  brtiught  on  shore  with 
them;  the  consequence  was,  that  nil  the  Family  caich'd  the  dis- 
temper, &  the  Landlord  Died.  In  the  other  my  directions  were 
Slriclly  observed,  the  Sick  had  clean  Clothes,  &  clean  Bedding, 
were  well  attended,  and  soon  Recovered,  without  doing  the  least 
Injury  to  any  person  that  visited  them;  which  confirms  observations 
1  had  often  made  before,  that  the  Contagion  of  Malignant  Fevers 
lies  in  the  Air  confined  &  corrupted  by  a  neglect  of  Rags  8r  other 
filth  about  the  Helpless  Sick.  &  not  from  their  Bodies.  As  each 
of  these  hcnds  shall  be  a  Subject  of  a  future  I-ecturc,  I  .shall  at 
present  only  mention  to  you  further,  a  few  of  those  Methods  which 
have  preserved  Individuals  from  prevailing  diseases. 

"The  inhabitants  of  Hispaniola  have  found  the  wearing  Flannel 
shirts  to  be  a  prcwrvative  against  Intermittent  Fevers  to  that 
sickly  Island,  &  as  that  Disease  is  known  to  arise  principally  from 
inhaling  a  great  QuaiUity  nf  the  Hnrnidity  r^f  the  Air,  I  make  no 
doubt  'twould  also  be  of  use  in  preventing  Ihem  in  our  low  moist, 
level  countries, 

"  We  know  that  the  Bark  of  Sassafras  contains  many  Excellent 
Medicinal  Virtue*,  my  Worthy  Friend  Mr.  Peler  Franklin  <ay» 
that  he  being  in  the  Fall  of  the  Year  in  the  River  Nantikokc  in 
Maryland,  &  on  seeing  the  People  on  Shore  much  afflicted  with  in- 
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termiiting  Fev«r»,  advised  ihc  Marriners  of  tlie  Ships  to  drink 
frtcly.  by  way  ot  prcvcnlion.  of  that  Aromatic  anil  Antificptic  Medi- 
cine, bui  coul'd  not  prevail  on  more  llian  half  ihe  company  to  do 
it,  &  that  he  &  all  the  others  who  took  it,  cnjoy'd  perfect  Health, 
whilst  not  a  single  Person  of  the  rest  escaped  a  severe  xtlack  of 
Epidemic  Disease,  1  have  Known  other  similar  Instances,  which  'tis 
needless  to  mention,  since  bis  is  remarkably  peniueut. 

**  But  I  have  many  reajions  to  expect  that  a  more  agreeable  ft 
equally  certain  preventive  against  our  Autumnal  Fevers,  will  be 
found  in  Sulphured  Chalybeate  Waters,  which  may  readily  be  pro- 
cured in  most  parts  of  America,  especially  where  those  Disease* 
are  most  prevalent.  A  sprinn  of  tliis  Kind  at  Glcucester  within  a 
few  Milc-s  of  this  Place  has  been  much  U5ed  of  laic,  and  has  been 
so  very  serviceable  to  Invalids,  it  ha;)  the  appearance  of  being  a 
valuable  Convenicncy  to  the  City.  Persons  under  various  Diseases 
took  Lodgings  tn  the  Village  the  la*t  Seanon,  for  the  advantage 
of  drinking  the  Waters  at  the  Fountain  head.  &  though  the  Fall 
was  more  sickly  ilian  has  ever  been  known  in  the  Memory  of  Man, 
not  one.  who  went  there  for  health,  nor  any  one  of  the  Inhabitants 
near  the  Spaw,  who  drank  freely,  had  a  (ouch  of  the  prevailing 
Disease,  whilst  a  Major  part  of  t].osc  that  did  not.  had  more  the 
appearance  of  Gho»tS  than,  living  Creatures.  There  were  two 
Housc»  the  Habitations  of  Father  &  Snn,  within  twenty  feet  of  each 
other,  the  Family  o*  the  father  had  suffered  greatly  from  Inter- 
mitting Fevers  the  preceding  Fall,  He  some  of  them  continued 
Invalids  'till  the  middle  of  Summer,  when  they  were  prevailed  on. 
to  take  the  Waters,  after  which  they  daily  recovered  Health,  Bloom 
&  Vigour;  &  passed  the  stckly  Season  without  a  Complaint,  whilst 
scarcely  a  person  in  that  of  the  Son.  who  did  not  lake  them. 
escaped  a  severe  Illness.  'Tis  well  known  from  experience  that 
Mineral  Water*  arc  not  only  the  moM  Palatable,  but  the  most 
Saln1ar>'  parts  of  the  Materia  Mcdica.  &  that  the  effect  of  those 
which  are  pure  &  properly  impregnated  with  Chalybeate  Prin- 
ciples, strengthen  digestion  brace  St  counteract  the  Summers  Sun. 
dihiie  a  thick  putrid  Bile  (the  instrument  of  mischief  in  all  cli- 
mates) and  immediately  wash  away  putrefaction  through  the 
Emunctories  of  the  Bowels,  Skin,  or  kidneys  and  therefore  appear 
to  be  natural  preservatives  against  the  effect  of  an  hot.  moist  &  putrid 
Atmosphere.  Whether  these  Waters  will  answer  my  sanguine 
expectations  or  not,  must  be  left  to  Ihe  Decision  of  Time,  If 
they  should  be  found  wanting,  that  ought  not  to  discourage  our 
further  pursuit,  for  since  providence  has  fm'nished  every  country 
with  defences  for  the  Human  Bodies,  against  the  inclemencies  of 
Heat  &  Cold,  why  shou'd  we  Question  whether  infinite  Wisdom 
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&  GooilncsH  has  mxde  equal  Frovision  again<rt  all  uthcr  natural 
injuries  of  our  Ccnititulionj;  Experience  and  Reason,  encourages 
us  lo  believe  tt  has,  &  that  the  means  might  be  discovered  by  dili- 
gent investigation  were  our  researches  equal  to  the  Task,  ilie  ahove 
instances  are  therefore  related  lo  convince  yon,  that  the  prevention 
of  noinc  of  the  Epidemic  diftease*  of  America  is  not  only  a  lauiUhle 
&  rational  Pursuit,  hut  is  more  within  (lie  liniil!i  of  human  precau- 
tion than  has  generally  beeu  imagined,  and  tu  excite  your  particular 
attention  to  the  improvement  of  this  Humane  and  interesting  part 
of  your  profcMton,  iu.  which,  Bt  all  other  useful  undertakings  I 
njost  sincerely  wish  you  success. 

"  I  am  now  lo  inform  you.  Gentlemen,  that  the  Managers  & 
Physicians  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  on  seeing  the  great  num- 
ber of  you  nttcnding  the  School  of  Physic  in  this  City,  arc  of  opinion, 
this  excellent  institution  likewise  affords  a  favourable  opportunity 
of  further  itnproveinent  lo  yim  in  the  practical  part  of  your  Pro- 
fession, and  being  desirous  it  should  answer  all  the  good  purposes 
intended  by  the  generous  contributors  to  it.  have  alloted  to  me  the 
Task  of  giving  a  course  of  Clinical  Si  Mcterological  Observations 
in  it;  which  1  cheerfully  undertake  (though  the  season  of  my  Life 
points  out  relaxation  and  retirement  rather  than  new  Incumbrances,) 
in  hopes,  that  remarks  on  the  many  curious  cases  that  must  daily 
occur,  amongst  an  Hundred  Sl  thirty  sick  persons,  collected  together 
at  one  time,  may  be  very  instructive  to  yon.  I  therefore  propose 
to  meet  you  at  tilated  time*  here,  &  give  you  the  best  information 
in  my  Power  of  the  nature  Si  treatment  of  Chronical  Diseases,  and 
of  the  proper  management  of  Ulcers,  Wounds  and  Fractures.  I 
shall  .show  you  all  the  Operations  of  Surgery.  &  endeavour,  from 
the  Experience  of  Thirty  Years  to  introduce  you  to  a  Familiar 
acquaintance  with  the  acute  diseases  of  your  own  country,  in  order 
to  which.  I  shall  put  up  a  comptcat  Met  cor  ologic.il  Apparatus,  & 
endeavour  to  inform  you  of  all  the  known  Properties  of  the  atmos- 
phere which  surrounds  us,  &  the  cfTccts  its  frequent  variations 
produce  on  Animal  Bodies,  and  confirm  the  Doctrine,  by  an  Exact 
register  of  the  Weather,  of  the  prevailing  Diseases,  Imtli  here,  & 
in  the  Neighbouring  Provinces,  to  which  I  shall  add,  all  the  in- 
teresting observations  which  may  occur  in  private  practice,  and 
sincerely  wish  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  do  them  to  your  satis- 
faction," 


These  lecture  courses  of  Dr.  Bond's  proved  highly  suc- 
cessful and  were  attended  by  many  students.  There 
seems  at  times  to  have  been  considerable  difficulty  in  the 
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collection  of  fees  from  the  students  for  the  attendance,  so 
that  on  April  2,  1770,  the  Board  of  Managers  passed  a 
resolution  that  no  student  should  be  permitted  to  attend 
who  could  not  show  a  certificate  stating  that  his  fee  had 
been  paid.  In  1774  the  cost  of  the  clinical  lecture  was 
made  five  pounds  per  course  to  "  all  students  attending 
lectures,  and  not  apprenticed  to  physicians." 

One  of  the  most  picturesque  of  the  physicians  and 
teachers  in  the  early  history  of  medicine  In  Philadelphia 
was  Dr.  Abraham  Chovct.  He  was  bom  in  England, 
May  25,  1704,  received  his  medical  education  in  that 
country,  and  on  August  31,  1735,  he  was  appointed 
demonstrator  of  anatomy  in  tlie  United  Company  of 
Barbers  and  Surgeons.  Afterwards  he  went  to  the  West 
Indies  and  Jived  for  some  time  in  Jamaica.  In  1770  he 
and  his  family  were  obliged  to  dec  from  the  island  owing 
to  a  slave  insurrection,  and  they  settled  in  Philadelphia. 

The  following  description  of  the  old  doctor's  appear- 
ance was  given  to  Watson,"  the  annalist,  by  one  who  had 
often  seen  him: 


"This  aged  physidan  was  almost  daily  to  be  seeo  pushing  his 
ay  in  spile  of  his  feebleness,  in  a  Icinrf  of  hasly  walk,  or  ralhcr 
ihufflc,  his  head  and  straight  white  hair  bowed  and  hanging  forward 
beyond  the  cape  of  hia  bhck  old-fashioned  coat,  muuntcil  by  a 
itnaU  cocked  hat,  closely  trimmed  tipwurd  upon  the  crown  hehind, 
but  projectingly  and  out  of  all  proportion  cocked  before,  and  seem- 
ingly the  impelling  cause  of  liis  anxious  forward  movements,  hi« 
lipK,  closely  cinmpre^sed  (sans  teeth)  together,  were  in  constant 
motion,  as  though  he  were  munching  something  all  the  lime;  his 
gotden-hcadrd  Indian  cane,  not  us^^d  for  his  support,  hut  dangling 
by  a  black  silken  string  from  his  wrisl:  the  ferule  of  his  cane  and 
the  heels  of  his  capacious  shoes,  well  lined  in  winter  lime  with 
thick  woolen  cloth,  might  be  heard  jingling  and  scraping  the  pare* 
mcnt  at  every  step ;  he  seemed  on  the  street  always  as  one  hastening 
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a^  faM  %s  aged  limbs  would  permit  bim  to  »omc  patient  daitgerously 
ill,  without  lixiking  at  any  wie  passing  liim  to  the  right  or  left." 

The  Pennsylvania  Hospital  stil!  possesses  a  wax  medal- 
lion of  him,  made  on  his  eightieth  birthday,  wliich  bears 
the  following  inscription :  "  Abraham  Chovet,  bora  May 
25.  1704,  drawn  May  25,  1784,  by  his  sen-ant.  Dr.  Edc- 
hout." 

The  old  gentleman  was  a  great  wit,  and  many  amusing 
anecdotes  have  descended  concerning  bim.  He  was  noted 
for  his  use  of  expletives,  which,  Watson  says,  were  held 
to  be  "  neither  useful  nor  ornamental."  Several  o£  the 
stories  of  his  humor  are  worthy  of  repetition.  Happen- 
ing one  day  to  be  overtaken  by  a  rain-storm  when  at  the 
house  of  Samuel  Fisher,  a  well-kmiwn  Quaker,  the  latter 
lent  him  his  own  greatcoat  on  the  condition  that  vvhilc 
he  was  in  it  he  was  to  use  no  oaths,  to  which  the  doctor 
agreed.  When  he  brought  back  the  coat,  Fisher  said, 
*'  Well,  doctor,  didst  thou  swear  whilst  thou  hadst  on 
my  coat?"  "  No,"  replied  the  doctor,  "  but  there  was  a 
damnable  disposition  to  lie."  He  was  a  notorious  Tory, 
but  seems  to  have  been  humored  in  the  expression  of  his 
opinions  even  by  advanced  patriots. 

In  the  appendix  of  "Christopher  Marshall's  Diary"' 
the  two  following  stories  are  quoted  from  the  Nnv  York 
Gazette  for  1828:  Dr.  Chovet  one  day  entered  the  coffee- 
hotise,  with  an  open  letter  in  his  hand,  at  the  hour  when 
many  merchants  were  in  the  habit  of  gathering  there. 

"  On  seeing  the  Doctor  they  all  surrounded  htm,  enquiring  what 
news  he  had  in  that  letter.  ...  In  reply  to  this  inquiry,  he  *aid  that 
the  letter  contained  information  of  the  death  of  an  old  cobbler  in 
London,  who  had  his  stall  in  one  of  the  by-streets,  and  aj^kcd  the 
genllernen  what  they  supposed  the  cobbler  had  died  worth.  One 
said  £5000,  another  fiaooo,  and  another  £20,000  «tcrtin;.    '  No.  gen^ 

'Edited  by  Williaia  Duane,  Philadelphia.  iS^. 


Ur.  Ank^iiAM  i'linVRT. 
(ttvprtHlticHl  fmm  Norriv'i'  "  Hnily  m«i)r>*  VI  Mwlicltie  in  I'lilUrfvltililn ."  i 
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thmen.  do  ;  you  arc  all  mistaken ;  not  one  [arthing,  gcnttcincn  i' 
rtmning  out,  laughing  aX  the  joke  at  (he  expen&e  of  the  collected 
mercantile  wisdom  of  the  city." 

"Another  time  ha^Hnf^  been  sent  for  to  the  Spanish  Mininlcr, 
Don  Juan  Mirailtes.  who  resided  in  old  Mr.  Chew's  house,  in  Third 
Street,  between  Walnut  and  Spruce  sireets,  the  weather  being 
rather  uiiplca.sant,  the  Minister  ordered  hia  ctLrriage  to  the  duor 
to  convey  the  Doctor  home.  The  Doctor,  full  of  (tin  and  joke, 
directed  the  eoachman  to  drive  by  the  Coffee  House,  which,  as  he 
approached,  was  perceived  by  the  merchants,  who  immediately 
drew  up  ill  order,  hats  ofF,  to  pay  their  respects  to  Don,  as  minister 
from  a  friendly  power.  The  Doctor  kept  himself  close  back  in 
the  carriage  until  directly  opposite  the  coffee-house,  the  eentiemen 
all  bowing  and  scraping,  when  he  pops  his  head.  'Good  morning. 
grntlcmen,  gLK>d  morning;  I  hope  you  are  well;  thank  j-ou  iu  the 
name  of  his  Majesty.  King  George,'  and  drove  off.  laughing  heartily 
at  having  again  joked  with  the  Philadelphia  Whigs." 

At  the  time  when  the  mob  carted  Dr.  John  Kearsley, 
Jr.,  the  son  of  the  architect  of  Christ  Church,  and  a 
violent  Tory,  through  the  streets,  Chovet  only  escajwd 
the  same  fate  by  hiding  in  the  stable  of  Mr.  Marshall. 
As  a  rule,  however.  Dr.  Chovet,  so  far  as  his  politics  were 
concerned,  seems  to  have  been  regarded  as  an  amtising 
and  eccentric  old  gentleman  whose  idiosyncrasies  were 
harmless.  He  certainly  never  endured  the  gross  indigni- 
ties which  befell  so  many  of  his  fellow-Tories. 

Dr,  Chovet  brought  from  England  a  collection  of  wax 
models  and  dried  and  injected  anatomical  preparations, 
and  in  the  winter  season  of  1774-75  he  delivered  a  series 
of  anatomic  lectures  illustrated  by  them,  of  which  he 
made  the  following  announcement : 

"At  tke  Amatomical  Mtrsiuu 

in  Videl's  Alley.  Second  Street,  on  Wednesday,  the  Seventh  of 
December  at  six  in  the  evening 

Dr.  CticmtT 

will  begin  his  course  of  Anatomical  and  Physiological  Lectures,  in 
which  the  Mveral  parts  of  the  human  body  will  be  demonttrated. 


HISTOl 


[EDICI] 


with  their  mechanism  and  actions,  together  with  the  doctrines  of 
life,  health  and  the  several  effects  resulting  from  the  actions  of 
the  parts;  on  his  curious  collection  of  Anatomical  wax-workii, 
and  other  oalura)  preparationB ;  to  be  continued  the  whole  winter 
until  the  course  is  completed.  As  this  course  cannot  be  attended 
with  the  disagreeable  sight  or  smell  of  recent  disease  and  putrid 
carcaxes,  wlitcli  often  disgust  even  the  xtudents  in  Physick,  as  well 
as  the  curious,  otherwise  inclined  to  this  useful  and  sublime  part 
of  natural  philosophy,  it  is  hoped  this  undertaking  will  meet  with 
suitable  encountgemcnt 

"Tickets  to  be  had  for  the  whole  course  at  Dr.  Cbovet's  house 
in  Second  Street,   Phi  lade  I  pbi  a." 

On  November  24,  1783,  Dr.  John  Foulke  received  per- 
mission from  the  board  o(  managers  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital  to  use  one  of  the  upper  rooms  of  the  buflding 
known  as  the  "elabratory"  of  the  hospital  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  lectures  on  "  Chirurgical  and  Physical 
suhjects  during  the  season."  He  was  not  only,  according- 
to  Watson,  reckoned  "  the  best. surgeon  of  his  day."  but 
also  "  the  next  best  skater"  in  tlie  city;  "  skating  '  High 
Dutch,*  and  being  able  to  cut  his  own  name  at  one 
flourish,  constituted  the  Doctor's  fame  as  a  skater."  In 
1784  he  opened  "  An  Anatomical  Hall,"  with  a  "  deter- 
mination to  put  the  character  of  a  Plilladelphia  anatomist 
upon  a  higher  footing  than  it  had  ever  before  been,"  also 
asserting,  "  that  in  his  pursuit  lie  was  determined  to  ob- 
serve every  attention  to  dt-cency,  SLilemnity  and  punc- 
tuality." The  charge  was  twelve  dollars  a  course.  He 
continued  giving  these  courses  of  lectures  until  his  death, 
in  1796,  and  they  seem  to  have  been  very  largely  attended. 

There  were  several  other  lecture  courses  given  in  Phila- 
delpbia  towards  the  end  of  the  last  century  which  are 
worthy  of  note,  indicating  what  an  active  centre  the 
city  was  in  the  development  of  medical  education  on  this 
continent.  Dr.  John  Hannum  Gibbon,  who  was  a  Penn- 
sylvanian  by  birth,  graduated  from  the  University  of 
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Edinburgh,  in  the  medical  department,  in  1786;  returned 
to  this  country  and  married  a  Miss  Heysham,  of  Phila- 
delphia, after  which  he  settled  in  the  latter  city,  on  Arch 
Street.  In  1789  and  for  some  years  afterwards  he  lec- 
tured on  the  "Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine."  He 
died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-six  years,  on  October  5, 
1795.  'Hiere  were  lectures  on  midwifery,  delivered  by 
Dr.  Benjamin  Duffield,  from  1793  unti]  his  death  in 
1799.  Dr.  Dufiield  also  lectured  on  "Diseases  of  Hos- 
pitals and  Jails"  and  "  The  American  Practice  of  Physic." 
According  to  Norris,  Drs,  Church  and  James  continued 
his  obstetric  lectures  after  his  death.  The  same  authority 
speaks  of  a  course  of  lectures  by  Dr.  Price,  of  London, 
delivered  in  Philadelpliia  towards  the  close  of  the  ccn- 
tury^  on  "  The  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physick"  and 
"  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children," 
and  of  the  course  on  obstetrics  given  by  Dr.  Dewees  in 
1797. 
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CHAPTER    V. 


THE  EARLIEST  MEDICAL  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Medical   Department  of  the   University  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  College  o£  Philadelphia  was  founded  in  1749,  and 
had  been  in  existence  for  sixteen  years  before  a  medical 
department  was  organized  in  connection  with  it.  The 
credit  of  the  foundation  of  the  Medical  Department  is 
chiefly  due  to  Dr.  John  Morgan.  He  was  bom  in  1736 
and  received  the  degree  of  A.B.  from  the  College  of 
Philadelphia  in  1757,  with  the  first  class  that  graduated 
from  that  institution.  lie  studied  medicine  with  Dr. 
Redman  and  then  served  as  surgeon  in  the  war  against 
the  French.  In  1760  be  resigned  from  the  army  and 
went  to  Europe  to  pursue  his  medical  studies.  In  the 
preface  to  his  "  Discourse  upon  the  Institution  of  Medi- 
cal Schools  in  America"  '  he  speaks  of  the  preparation 
he  liad  undergone  for  his  career  as  a  teacher  as  follows : 

"  It  h  now  mor«  lluci  Fiflecci  yearn  since  I  began  llic  stuJy  of 
tncdiciae  in  this  clly.  which  I  have  prosecuted  ever  BJncc  without 
interniplion,     During  the  first  years   I   served   an  apprenticeship 

'A  Discourse  upon  the  Institution  of  Medicat  Schools  in 
America,  delivered  &l  s.  Pubhc  Anniversary  ComiHenccmcnt ,  held 
in  the  College  of  Philadelphia.,  May  30  and  31,  1765,  with  a  Preface, 
containing,  amongbt  other  things,  the  Autlior's  .apology  for  Intro- 
ducing the  Regular  Mode  of  Practising  Physick  in  Philadelphia. 
By  John  Morgan,  M.D..  &c.,  and  Profcwor  nf  the  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine  in  the  College  of  Philadelphia.  Printed  and  sold 
by  William  Bradford:    1765. 


Dit.  JuiiN  Mo^^(.^^ 
<RcpT«di3i:cd  Irom  Morn*'*  "Early  HiMon  of  MedkiNO  In  railMlet|>liia."l 


IN  THE   UNITED   STATES. 


191 


with  Dr.  Redman,  who  then  did,  and  still  continues  to  enjoy  a  most 
justly  acquired  reputation  in  this^  city  for  liuptrior  knowledge  and  ex- 
tensive praciice  in  physic.  At  the  same  time  I  had  an  opportunity  uf 
being  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  other  eminent  ptiysicinns  in 
thh  place,  particularly  ot  all  the  physicians  to  the  hospital,  whose 
prescriptions  [  put  up  there  above  the  space  of  one  year.  The 
term  of  my  sppreuticeship  being  expired,  I  devoted  myself  for 
four  years  to  a  military  life,  principally  with  a  view  to  become 
more  skilful  in  my  profession,  being  engnged  the  whole  of  that 
lime  in  a  very  extensive  practice  in  the  army  amongst  diseases  of 
every  kind.  The  last  five  yciirs  I  have  spent  in  F.uropc.  under  the 
most  celebrated  masters  in  every  branch  of  medicine,  and  spared 
no  labor  or  expense  to  store  my  mind  with  an  extensive  acquaint- 
iQce  in  every  science  that  related  in  any  way  to  the  duty  of  a  physi- 
cian; having  in  that  time  expended  in  this  pursuit  a  sum  of 
money  of  which  the  very  intcre.*t  would  prove  no  contemptible 
income.  With  what  success  this  has  been  done,  others  arc  to  judge 
and  not  myself." 

While  abroad  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Society,  and  was  adtnitted  to  memhership  in  the  College 
of  Physicians  of  Edinhurgh  and  as  a  licentiate  of  the 
College  of  Physicians  of  London.  He  was  also  elected  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Bcllcs-I_^ttrcs  of  Rome.  He 
seems  to  have  had  while  studying  abroad  the  definite  pur- 
pose of  fitting  himself  for  a  career  as  a  teacher  of  medi- 
cine. 

Carson*  quotes  from  Thompson's  Life  of  Cullen  the 
following  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  Morgan  to 
Cullen  from  London,  November  10.  1764: 

"1  am  now  preparing  for  America,  to  sec  whether,  after  four- 
teen years  devotion  to  medicine,  I  can  get  my  living  withonl  turn- 
ing apnthrcary  or  practitioner  of  surgery.  My  scheme  of  instituting 
lectures  you  will  hereafter  know  more  of.  It  is  nut  prudent  to 
broach  designs  prematurely,  and  mine  are  not  yet  fully  ripe  for 
execution." 


*  History  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Univcrsh]'  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 
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Dr.  Morgan's  chief  associate  in  his  scheme  for  found- 
ing a  medical  sdiool  was  !>.  WilJiam  Shippen,  Jr.,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  born  in 
1736.  As  before  mentioned,  he  graduated  from  the  Col- 
lege of  New  Jersey,  as  Princeton  was  then  called.  He 
studied  medicine  under  his  father,  and  then,  in  1757, 
went  to  Europe  to  complete  his  medical  education.  In 
London  he  studied  under  the  two  Hunters,  Hewson,  and 
McKenzie,  and  received  his  degree  of  M.D.  from  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  in  1761,  and  returned  to  this 
country  in  1762.  Undoubtedly  he  and  Morgan,  whilst 
pursuing  their  studies  together  abroad,  had  talked  over  a 
medical  school  in  their  native  city.  When  Morgan  re- 
turned to  Philadelphia  in  1765  lie  brought  the  following 
letter  from  Thomas  Penn  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
College  of  Philadelphia.  It  was  presented  to  the  Board 
of  Trustees  at  their  meeting  on  May  3,  1765. 

"  Gentleu£«  : 

"  Dr.  Morgan  lias  laid  before  me  a  proposal  for  introducing  new 
profcsBorsliips  into  the  Academy  for  the  in§truction  of  all  such  as 
shall  incline  to  go  into  the  study  and  practice  of  I'hysic  and  Sur- 
gery, as  well  as  the  several  occupaiiuns  attending  upun  these  useful 
and  necttsary  arts.  He  thinks  his  scheme,  if  patronized  by  the 
Trustees,  will  at  present  give  repuiation  and  strength  to  the  Insti- 
tution, and  tliough  it  may  for  some  lime  occasion  a  small  expense, 
yet  after  a  little  while  it  will  gradually  support  itself,  and  even  make 
considerable  additions  to  the  Ac;ideiny's  funds.  Dr.  Morjtaii  lias 
employed  his  time  in  an  aHsiduous  search  after  knowledge  in  all 
the  branches  necessary  for  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  has 
gained  such  an  esteem  and  love  from  persons  of  the  first  rank  in 
it,  that  as  they  very  much  approve  his  system,  they  will  from  time 
to  time,  as  he  assures  u$,  give  him  their  countenance  and  assistance 
in  the  execution  of  it. 

"  We  are  made  acquainted  with  what  is  proposed  to  be  taught. 
and  how  the  lectures  may  be  adopted  hy  you,  and  since  the  like 
systems  have  brought  much  advantage  to  every  place  where  they 
have  been  received,  and  such  learned  and  eminent  men  speak  favora- 
bly oE  the  doctor's  plan,  I  could  not  but  in  the  most  kind  manner 
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reco  III  mend  Dr.  Morgan  to  you,  aoO  desire  that  he  may  be  well 
received,  and  what  he  has  to  offer  be  taken  with  all  becoming 
respect  and  expedition  into  your  most  serious  consideration,  and 
if  it  shall  be  thought  necessary  to  go  into  it,  and  thereupon  to  open 
Professorship*,  ihat  he  may  be  taken  into  your  jicrvicc.  When 
you  have  heard  him.  and  duly  considered  what  he  has  to  lay  before 
you,  you  will  be  be:it  able  to  iudjie  iu  what  nianuer  you  can  serve 
the  public  the  Institution,  and  the  particular  Jestgn  now  recom- 
mended to  you. 

"  I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  very  affectionate  (ricnd 

"Thomas  Pkxn. 
"LoNDos,  February  15th,  1765" 

Dr.  Morgan  also  gave  the  Board  of  Trustees  letters 
which  he  had  procured  from  Jaities  Hamilton  and  Rich- 
ard Peters,  former  trustees  of  the  institution,  but  at  that 
time  living-  in  England. 

Dr.  Morgan's  project  met  with  the  immediate  approval 
of  the  board,  and  Dr.  Norris  ^  transcribes  their  minute 
on  this  occasion,  which  was  as  follows : 

"  OxLUUis  or  PniLADELFau,  May  jrd,  1765. 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  held  this  day.  John  Morgan,  of 
this  city,  M.D.,  corresponding  member  of  the  Koyal  Academy  of 
Surgery  at  Parts,  Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  at 
London,  and  member  of  the  Arcadian  (I^elles  Lcttres)  Society  at 
Rome,  was  unanimously  elected  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine  in  the  College  of  Philadelphia.  At  the  ensuing 
commencement  he  will  deliver  an  address  (which  will  be  soon 
afterwards  published),  in  order  to  show  the  expediency  of  insti- 
tuting medical  schools  in  this  seminary,  and  containing  the  plan 
proposed  for  the  same;  in  which  there  will  be  room  for  receiving 
professors  duly  qualified  to  rwd  lectares  in  the  ether  branches  of 
medicine,  who  may  be  deiiirous  of  uniting  to  carry  thi$  laiidiible 
design  into  execution.  Dr.  Morgan's  Plan  has  been  warmly  recom- 
mended to  the  Trustees  by  persons  of  eminence  in  England,  and 
his  known  abilities  and  great  industry  give  the  utmost  reason  to 
hope  it  will  be  successful,  and  tend  much  ti>  the  public  utility." 

On  the  30lh  of  May  of  the  same  year  Dr.  Morgan  de- 
livered his  "  Discourse  upon  tlie  Institution  of  Medical 

'  Early  History  of  Medicine  in  Philadelphia. 
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Sd>Qob  in  America,"    He  had  written  this  when  in  Paris, 
and  it  had  undergone  a  careful  scrutiny  by  Dr.  Fothej^iU,i 
Dr,  Hunter,  and  Dr.  Watson,  of  London.    In  it  he  recom-i 
mended   a   very   comprebensive    preliminary   education 
prqiaratDrjr  to  lite  study  of  medidne.    He  mentioned  thei 
inaj^  advantages  possessed  by  Philadelphia  as  a  medical] 
oentrc,  pointing  to  the  PennsyU-ania  Hospital,  the  only' 
institution  of  that  kind  then  established,  and  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  many  eminent  Pltiladeti^ia  medical  men  who 
adorned  the  {unfession.    Dr.  Morgan's  address  contained 
the  ff^lotriog  prophecy,  which  has  been  so  amply  ful- 
filled: 

**  Piahnw  this  Medical  Inslitatioa,  llic  first  of  its  kind  in 
tfrf  1g*f  wnall  in  the  beginning,  nuj  rvccire  a  constant  increaK 
itreasdl,  lad  amuulir  cxcn  new  Yieaur.  It  may  collea  a  number 
ol  yOVi  pcnoei,  of  more  than  ordinary  abilities,  and  so  imprare 
Adr  fcaoifleJge  as  to  vpresd  its  repuution  to  distant  i\art!t.  By 
iea(H>(  tbtte  ibrood  duly  qualified,  or  by  exciting  an  emulatioo 
smoacM  mes  of  pafts  and  literature,  it  may  give  birth  to  olber 
oscfvl  tBiUtntians  of  a  similar  nature,  or  occasional  rise,  by  its 
exaiBple.  to  nmneroos  todeiKS  of  difFeimt  Vinds.  calcttlated  to 
fprcad  the  light  of  knowledge  throngb  the  whole  American  Conti- 
nent, wherever  inhabited." 

It  required  two  sittings  to  get  through  the  Commence- 
ment, one  on  the  30th.  the  second  on  the  31st  of  May. 
The  discourse  was  delivered  partly  on  the  first  and  partly 
on  the  second  day.  The  event  was  held  in  the  Academy 
building  on  Foiuth  Street  near  Arch. 

In  September,  1765^  Dr.  William  Shippen,  Jr..  was 
elected  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery.  He  had 
applied  for  the  position  in  the  following  letter: 

**  To  TME  TaunvEi  or  the  Collecc,  nc 

"The  in»tiluting  of  medical  schools  in  this  country  has  been  a 
favorite  object  of  my  attention  for  seven  years  past,  and  it  is  three 
yesra  since  I  protroscd  the  expediency  and  praaicabilitjr  of  teach- 
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ins  mtdicine  in  all  Its  branches  in  this  city,  in  a  public  oration, 
read  at  tlie  State  House,  introductory  to  my  first  cmixsc  of  Anatomy. 

"I  should  have  long  since  sought  llie  patronage  of  the  Trustees 
of  tl)is  ColSegc.  hut  waited  to  he  joined  by  Ur.  Morgan,  to  whom 
I  first  commiinkatcd  my  plan  in  England,  and  who  promised  to 
unite  with  me  in  every  scheme  we  might  think  necessary  for  the 
execution  of  eo  important  a  point.  I  am  pleased,  however,  to  hear 
that  you  gentlemen,  on  being  applied  to  by  Dr.  Morgan,  have  takcD 
the  plan  under  your  protection,  and  have  appointed  that  gentleman 
Professor  of  Medicine. 

"  A  professorship  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  will  be  gratefully 
accepted  by.  gentlemen,  your  must  obedient  and  humble  servant 

"  WlLUAM    SUIPPVI,  Jt. 

"  PniLADBLrBiA,  17th  September,  1765." 

The  following  announcement  appeared  in  the  Penn- 
syivania  Gazelle  of  September  26,  1765: 

'*  As  the  necessity  for  cultivating  medical  knowledge  in  America 
is  allowed  by  all,  it  is  with  pleasure  we  iiifnrm  the  public  that  • 
Course  of  Lectures  on  two  of  the  most  important  branches  of  that 
useful  science,  viz..  Anatomy  and  Materia  Meilica,  will  be  delivered 
this  winter  in  Philadelphia.  Wc  have  great  reason,  therefore,  to 
hope  thai  gentlemen  of  the  Faculty  will  encourage  the  design  by 
recommending  it  to  their  pupils,  that  pupils  themselves  will  be  glad 
of  such  an  opportunity  of  improvement,  and  thai  Ihc  public  will 
think  it  an  object  worthy  their  attention  and  patronage.  In  order 
to  render  tlicse  courses  the  more  extensively  useful,  we  intend  to 
introduce  into  them  as  much  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic, 
of  Pharmacy.  Chemistry,  and  Surgery  as  con  be  conveniently 
admitted. 

"  From  all  this,  together  with  an  attendance  on  the  practice  of 
ihe  physicians  n.nd  surgeons  of  the  Peninsylvanta  Hospital,  the  stu- 
dents will  be  able  to  prosecute  their  studies  with  such  advantage 
as  wilt  qualify  them  lo  practice  hereafter  with  more  Mtisfactton  to 
themselves  and  benefit  to  the  community. 

"The  particular  adverliscmcnl^  inserted  below  specify  the  time 
when  these  lectures  are  to  commence,  and  contain  the  various  sub- 
jects to  be  treated  of  in  each  course,  and  the  terms  on  which  pupils 
are  to  be  admitted. 


"WiujAM  Shippin,  Jr^  M.D. 
'  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  in  the  College  of  Philadelphia 
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-  JOBV  Umcjut.  1U>.  FJLS.  Er. 
-*  Probuor  of  Medtdne  is  die  CoUcfc  of  Phibddffcb. 

"Dr.  Shipycn'*  coatvt  ai  aauovkal  kemns  will  tacio  oa 
Tbondqr,  tlie  MA  of  Koranhcr,  174$;  it  will  eoeatst  o<  afcooc 
iixtr  lecture*,  to  wbkfa  tbe  uttittioa,  fiffBte.  aad  sinMiare  of  all 
pan*  of  tbe  bmua  body  wilt  be  doDOOstniud  oa  tbc  frcsli  sabject. 
ifadr  rriycciree  ti»ea  expUincd,  aod  dxir  diMaiet.  witli  tbe  tadi- 
caiioRS  lad  aiethods  of  on.  briefly  treated  of;  &11  tbc  oecessair 
Ofcratiofu  of  Sargo?  will  be  perfonnH,  a  conne  of  twnd«ce« 
gnrcn;  and  tbe  whole  concluded  with  a  few  platn  and  pacra]  direc- 
tiooa  in  tbc  practice  of  midwifery.    Each  persoa  to  pay  mc  pistotes. 

**  ThoK  wbo  incline  to  attend  tbe  Pcnnsjrlrania  Hofpital.  and  bare 
(be  benefit  of  tbc  curious  anaiomical  plates  and  casts  there,  to  paj 
aix  pufolea  to  that  uteful  chanty. 

"A  courie  of  lectures  00  iIm  Materia  Mcdica  by  Jobn  Morgan, 
M.D.,  etc     Price  four  [Mitolc*. 

"This  cooTic  will  coninience  on  Monday,  tbe  iSib  day  of  No- 
vember, and  be  stven  three  times  a  week  at  the  CoMesc,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  aftenwon.  till  finiiUicd.  which  will  last  between  three 
and  four  months. 

"  To  render  thewe  lecturo  as  tn«tructive  a«  possible  to  students 
of  physic,  the  Doctor  proposes,  in  the  course  of  them,  to  gire  some 
useful  obicr^-ation*  on  Medicine  in  general,  and  the  proper  manner 
of  conductJDg:  the  study  of  physic  The  authors  to  be  read  in  the 
Materia  Mcdica  will  be  pointed  out.  The  rariou*  xubttanccs  made 
uie  of  in  medicine  will  be  reduced  under  classes  suited  to  the 
principal  indications  in  the  cure  of  diseases.  Similar  virtues  in 
different  plants,  and  their  comparative  powers  will  be  treated  of. 
snd  an  inquiry  made  into  the  different  methods  which  hare  been 
uted  in  discovering  the  qualities  of  medicines,  the  virtues  of  the 
tnoit  efficacious  will  be  partictilarly  insisted  upon;  the  manner  of 
preparinK  and  combininn  ihem  will  be  shown  by  some  instructive 
lessons  upon  pharmaceutic  chemistry.  This  will  open  to  students 
a  general  idea  of  both  chemistry  ^nd  pharmacy.  To  prepare  them 
more  effectually  for  understanding  the  art  of  prescribing  with 
elegance  and  propriety,  if  time  allows,  it  i«  prnpo.«ed  to  include  in 
this  course  some  critical  lectures  upon  the  chief  preparations  con- 
tained in  the  Dispensatories  of  the  Royal  ColLeRe  at  London  and 
Rdinburg-h.  The  whole  will  he  illustrated  with  many  useful  prac- 
tical observations  on  Diseases.  Diet,  and  Medicines, 

"  No  person  will  be  admitted  without  a  ticket  for  the  whole 
course.  Those  who  propose  to  attend  this  course  are  defired  to 
apply  to  the  Doctor  at  least  a  week  before  the  lectures  begiTi.    A 
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dollar  will  be  Kquired  of  each  student  to  iTiatriculatc.  which  will 
be  applied  to  purchase  books  for  a  medical  librarr  in  tlie  College 
for  the  benelii  of  the  medical  students." 

There  was  at  one  time  a  disposition  to  award  the  credit 
of  the  idea  uf  founding  a  medical  school  Jii  Philadelphia 
to  Dr.  Shippen,  but  Dr.  Norris  disposes  very  effectually 
of  the  claims  put  forth  on  his  behalf.  In  Dr.  Shippen's 
introductor}*  lecture  to  his  course  on  anatomy,  which 
he  delivered  in  the  State  House  in  1762,  he  mentioned 
the  founding  of  a  medical  school,  and  in  reference  to  the 
difficulties  under  which  the  study  of  medicine  was  pur- 
sued in  this  country  at  lliat  lime  he  said, — 

"All  these  may.  and  I  hope  will  soon  be  remedied  by  a  medical 
cdlOOl  in  America,  and  what  place  in  America  so  ht  for  such  a  ichool 
as  Philadelphia,  that  bids  so  iair  by  its  rapid  growth  to  be  soon  the 
metropolis  for  all  the  eontinent.  Such  a  school  is  properly  benuii 
by  an  anatomical  class,  and  for  our  encouragement,  let  us  remember 
that  the  famous  school  of  physic  at  Edinburgh,  which  is  now  the 
first  in  Luropc.  ha»  not  bad  a  beginning  6fty  ycara,  and  was  beyun 
by  the  anatomical  lectures  of  Dr.  Monro,  who  is  still  living." 

Norris  quotes  from  the  "  Discourse"  of  Dr.  Morgan, 
delivered  in  1765,  as  follows: 

"It  is  with  the  highest  satis faution  I  am  informed  from  Dr.  Shi>- 
pen,  junior,  that  in  an  address  to  the  public  as  introductory  to  his 
first  anatomical  course,  he  proposed  some  hints  of  a  plan  for  giving 
medical  lectures  amongst  us.  But  I  do  not  learn  that  he  recom- 
mended at  all  a  collegiate  undertaking  of  this  kind.  What  led  me 
to  it  was  the  obvious  utility  (hat  would  attend  it,  and  the  desire  1 
had  of  presenting,  as  a  tribute  of  gratitude  to  my  Alma  Mater,  a 
full  and  enlarged  plan  for  the  institution  of  medicine  in  all  its 
branches,  in  this  seminary,  where  I  had  part  of  my  education,  being 
among  the  fl^^t  suns  who  shared  in  it.^  public  honors.  I  wii*  further 
induced  to  it  from  a  consideration  that  private  schemes  of  propa- 
gating knowledge  are  unstable  in  their  nature,  and  the  cultivation 
of  useful  learning  ran  only  he  effectually  promoted  under  those  who 
are  patrons  of  science,  and  under  the  authority  and  direction  of  men 
incorporated   for   the   improvement   of   literature.  .  .  .  Dr.   Shippen 
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having  been  concerned  already  in  tending  that  branch  of  medical 
science,  iii  a  circumstance  fxYOurable  to  our  wishes.  Few  here  can  be 
ignorant  of  the  great  opportunities  he  has  had  abrc>3d  of  quali- 
fying hitiiseU  in  anatomy,  and  that  he  has  already  given  three 
couiECS  thereof  in  this  city,  and  designs  to  enter  upon  a  fourth  course 
aent  winter." 

Norris  justly  comments  on  their  statements, — 

"  Dr.  Shippea  introduced  and  successfully  taught  a  single  branch 
of  medicine  in  1762,  but  took  no  steps  for  the  establishment  of  a 
medical  institution  upon  a  pennanenl  basis.  Dr.  Morgan  arrived  at 
home  in  April,  1765,  and  in  the  following  month  proposed  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  College  His  Plan  for  translating  medical  science  into 
their  seminary,  and  boldly  urged  upon  them  a  full  and  enlarged 
scheme  for  the  institution  of  medicine  in  all  its  branches." 

In  1766  Dr.  Shippen  began  his  course  on  the  iSth  of 
September,  and  Dr.  Morgan  his  on  the  25th  of  the  same 
month.    Morgan's  course  was  announced  as  follows: 

"A  Course  of  Lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Praclice  of  Physic 
will  be  delivered  for  the  benefit  of  medical  .students,  with  a  prepara* 
tory  course  on  Botany,  Chemistry,  and  the  Materia  Medica.  being 
the  sttbstance  of  a  set  of  lectures  delivered  to  his  pupils  last  winter." 

As  Carson*  says,  "This,  then,  in  reality  was  the  first 
course  of  lectures  on  the  practice  of  medicine." 

In  1766  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  College  awarded 
a  gold  medal  to  Dr.  Morgan  for  a  prize  essay,  concerning 
which  Carson  quotes  the  following  advertisement: 

"CoLLECS  OP  PHit.ADn,PHiA,  March  6th.  1766. 
"Whereas.  John  Sargent,  Esq.,  Merchant  of  London  and  Member 
of  Parliament,  halh  presented  to  this  College  a  Gold  Medal  for  the 
best  English  Essay  on  the  reciprocal  advantages  of  a  perpetual 
union  between  Great  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies,  notice  is 
hereby  given  by  order  of  the  Tnistces,  that  the  said  Medal  wilt  be 
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disposed  of  at  the  ensuing  Commencement  in  May,  for  the  best  Essay 
Ihal  ^hall  be  produced  on  Uic  subject  proposed,  by  any  one  of  those 
who  have  rccfivccJ  any  degree  or  part  of  their  education  in  this 
College;  and,  a»  the  paid  subject  is  one  of  the  mo5t  important 
which  can  at  this  time  employ  (he  pen  of  the  palriol  or  scholar,  and 
is  tbus  left  open  to  all  those  who  have  had  any  connection  with  this 
College,  cither  as  students  or  graduates,  it  is  hoped  for  the  honor 
of  the  Seminary  as  well  as  their  own,  they  will  nobly  exert  them- 
selves on  a  subject  so  truly  animating,  which  may  be  treated  in  a 
manner  alike  intereiiing  to  good  men.  both  here  and  in  the  Mother 
Country." 

Dr.  Morgan  won  the  prize  over  eight  other  competitors. 

In  1767  the  following  niles  for  the  school  of  medicine 
were  drawn  up  by  the  medical  men  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, with  Provost  William  Smith  and  Drs.  Morgan  and 
Shippen.  They  were  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  on  May  12,  1767,  and  were  subsequently 
published  in  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette. 

*■  CotLKOK  Of  Philadelphia,  July  a7th,  1767. 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  held  the  twelfth  day  of  May  last, 
it  being  moved  to  the  Board  that  conferring  the  usual  degrees  In 
Physic  on  deserving  students  will  tend  to  put  the  Practice  of  Physic 
on  a  more  respectable  footing  in  America;  the  motion  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to;  and  the  following  Course  of  Stndici  and  Quali* 
fications.  after  mature  deliberation,  was  fixed  on  and  eaacted  ai 
requisite  to  entitle  physical  students  to  their  different  degrees. 

"For  A  Backflor's  Degree  /«i  Physic:— 

**  I.  It  is  required  that  such  students  as  have  not  taken  a  Degree 
in  any  College  »hall,  before  admiMion  to  a  degree  in  Physic,  satisfy 
the  Trustees  and  Professors  of  the  College  concerning  their  knowl- 
edge in  the  Latin  tongiK,  and  in  HKh  branches  of  Mathematics, 
Natttral  and  Experimental  Philosophy  as  shall  be  judged  requisite 
to  a  medical  edncatioiL 

"2.  Each  student  shall  attend  at  least  one  com*!*  of  lectures  in 
Anatomy.  Materia  Medica,  Chemistry,  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Physic,  and  one  course  of  Clynical  [/iV|  Lectures,  and  (>hall  attend 
the  Practice  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hoipital  for  one  year,  and  may  then 
be  admitted  to  a  Public  Examination  for  a  Bachelor'i  Degree  In 
Physic  provided  that  00  previoui  examinations  by  the  Medical 
Trustees  and  Professors,  sach  students  shall  be  judged  fit  Co  ondergo 
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a  public  ex&Riinaiion  witliom  atlcoding  any  more  courses  in  the 
Medical  School. 

"3.  It  is  further  required  that  each  student  previous  to  the 
Bachelor's  Degree,  shall  liavc  served  1  sufficient  apprenticeship  to 
some  repittablc  Practitioner  in  Phy»ic  and  be  able  to  make  il  appear 
that  he  has  a  general  knowledge  in  Pharmacy. 

"  QtuliScoiwits  J-'or  A  Doctor's  Degrte  In  Phytic: — 
"  It  is  required  for  this  Degree  that  at  least  three  years  bare 
intervened  from  the  time  of  taking  the  Bachelor's  Degree,  and  thit 
the  Candidate  be  full  twenty-four  year«  of  ajjic,  and  that  he  shall 
write  and  defend  a  Thesis  publicly  in  the  Qjllegc,  unless  he  should 
be  beyond  the  seas,  or  io  remote  on  the  Continent  of  America  as  not 
to  be  able  to  attend  without  manifest  inconvenience;  in  which  case. 
on  sending  a  written  thesis,  such  as  «hall  be  approved  of  by  the 
College,  the  candidale  may  reeeivc  the  Doctor's  Degree,  but  his  the«ls 
shall  be  printed  and  published  at  his  own  expense. 

"  Fees  to  Professohis. 

"  No  Professor  to  lake  more  than  six  Pistoles  for  a  single  course, 
in  any  0*  l!ic  above  brandie*.  and  after  t-wo  course*,  any  student  may 
attend  as  many  mure  as  he  pleases  gratis. 

"This  scheme  of  a  Medical  EdiKation  is  proposed  to  be  on  as 
extensive  and  liberal  a  plan,  as  in  the  most  respectable  European 
Seminaries,  and  the  utmost  provision  is  made  for  rendering  a  Degree, 
a  real  mark  of  honour,  the  reward  only  of  distinguished  I-earning 
and  Abilities.  As  it  is  calculated  to  promote  the  benefit  of  mankind 
by  the  improvement  of  the  beneficent  .irt  of  Healing,  and  to  afford 
an  opportunity  to  students  of  acquiring  a  regular  medical  educa- 
tion in  America,  it  is  hoped  it  will  meet  with  public  cnconragement. 
more  especially  as  the  central  situation  of  this  city,  the  established 
character  of  the  Medical  Professors,  the  advantages  of  the  College, 
and  the  public  hospital,  all  conspire  to  promise  success  to  the  design. 
For  the  advantage  of  medical  students,  a  course  of  lectures  will  be 
given  by  thr  Pmfetsor  of  Natural  and  Experimental  Philosophy 
each  winter  in  the  College,  where  there  is  an  elcg.-int  and  compleat 
apparatus  provided  for  ihai  purpose;  and  where  medical  students 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  complcating  themselves  in  languages, 
or  nny  parts  of  the  Mathematics  at  their  tciaore  hours. 

"  Agreeably  to  the  foregoing  regulations  the  public  is  now  in- 
fornsed,  that  on  the  first  Monday  in  November  next,  the  following 
courses  of  lectnresi  will  be  bcRun  by  the  respective  Professors,  vii : — 
A  compleat  course  of  lectures  on  Anatomy,  to  which  will  be  added 
all  the  operations  in  surgery,  and  the  mode  of  applying  all  the  neces- 
sary bandages,  etc.    A  course  of  lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Prac- 


1 


IN   THE  UNITED   STATES. 


201 


tice  of  Medicine,  which  will  be  preceded  by  a  general  explanation 
ot  the  theory  of  Chemistry,  accompanied  with  some  necessary  opera- 
tions, to  render  a  knowledge  uf  this  scieuce  easy  aiid  familiar  to  the 
inquisitive  student. 

"  A  course  of  clynJeal  lectures,  to  be  delivered  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital,  wlicrcin  the  treatment  of  both  acute  and  chronic 
diseases  will  be  exemplified  in  the  cases  of  a  good  number  of 
patients. 

"  Each  course  of  Iccttircs  will  be  finished  by  the  bejiinninij  of  May, 
in  time  for  Those  who  intend  in  offer  as  candidates  for  a  Degree  in 
Physic,  to  prepare  ihcmsclvcs  for  the  examination  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  cniiuitig  year. 

"  Such  gentlemen  as  incline  to  ^ittcnd  the  above  courses  are  de* 
ured  10  apply  some  days  before  the  Lectures  begin,  to  furnish  thecn- 
sclves  with  the  necessary  tickets  of  admission." 

The  value  of  Dr.  Bond's  clinical  lectures  was  much  ap- 
preciated by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  tlie  hospital,  as  in 
May,  1768,  the  following  entry  is  found  in  the  minutes 
of  their  meetings : 

"Dr.  Bond  is  requested  by  the  Trustees  and  Professors  to  con- 
tinue his  Clynical  Lectures  at  the  Hospital,  as  a  Branch  of  Medical 
Education  judged  to  be  of  great  importance  and  benefit  to  the 
students." 


Carson  could  not  find  any  record  that  Dr.  Bond  was 
ever  appointed  to  a  professorship  in  the  Medical  College, 
but  he  continued  to  deliver  these  lectures  at  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital  until  his  death  in  1784. 

The  provost  of  the  College,  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Smith,  delivered  the  course  of  lectures  upon  natural 
philosophy.  The  following  announcement  was  issued 
regarding  them : 

"College  or  PHaADSLPBrA,  December  17th.  17^. 
"At  the  request  of  the  Medical  Trustees  and  Professors,  the  sub- 
scriber having  last  winter  opened  a  course  of  Lectures  in  Katural 
and  Experimental  Philo'.ophy,  for  llic  licnefit  of  the  Medical  Stu- 
dents, which  he  hath  engaged  to  continue  this  winter  on  an  extensive 
plan,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  on  Monday,  the  a&h  inat  at  I3  oc. 
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it  is  proposed  to  deliver  the  Imroduaory  Lecture  at  Hxc  C<jllcge. 
As  these  lectures  are  instituted  and  g:iven  gratis^  with  the  view  to 
encourage  the  medical  schools  lately  opened,  and  to  extend  the  use- 
fulness and  reputation  of  the  G^lleg*.  ^ny  gentlemen  who  have 
formerly  been  educated  in  this  Seminary,  and  arc  desirous  of  rcnew- 
infc  their  actjuaintaiicc  with  die  above  mentioned  branches  of  knowl- 
edge, will  be  welcome  to  attirnd  the  course.  To  the  standing  use 
of  the  large  apparatus  belonging  to  the  College,  Mr.  Kinnerslcy  has 
engaged  to  add  the  use  of  his  electrical  ap[>aratus  which  is  fixed 
there,  and  to  deliver  the  lectures  on  electricity  himself,  as  well  as  to 
give  his  occasional  assistauce  tn  other  branches;  so  tJiat  with  their 
advantages,  and  the  many  years  experience  of  the  subscriber  in 
conducting  lectures  of  this  fcind,  it  is  hoped  the  present  course  will 
answer  the  design  of  its  institution  and  do  credit  to  the  Seminary. 

"W.  Smito. 

"N.B.     An  evening  lecture  in  some  branches  of  Mathematics, 
preparatory  to  the  philosophical  course,  is  opened  at  the  College." 


As  regards  the  fees  paid  by  students  we  have  at  first 
oaly  tlie  advertisements  of  the  individual  professors  as  a 
guide.  According'  to  Carson,  the  first  regufation  respect- 
ing fees  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  is  found  in  their  minutes 
of  May  ly,  1768,  and  is  as  follows: 

"  The  following  Rules  brought  forward  by  the  Medical  Committee 
were  agreed  to,  viz : — 

"  I,  Such  Medical  Students  as  propose  to  be  Candidates  for  De- 
grees, and  likewise  such  other  Medical  Students  as  shall  attend  the 
Natural  PhiloMJphy  Lectures  nuw  given  by  the  Provost,  and  whose 
names  have  never  been  enlcrcd  in  the  College,  shall  enter  the  same, 
and  pay  the  usual  sum  of  Twenty  Shillings  Matriculation  Money. 

"2.  Every  student  on  taking  the  Degree  of  Badielor  of  Physic 
shall  pay  not  less  than  one  Guinea  to  each  Professor  he  has  studied 
under  in  the  College  from  the  time  of  his  entering  the  Medical 
Classes;  and  likewise  the  usual  Fees  for  the  seal  to  his  Diploma, 
and  for  the  increase  of  the  Library, 

"3.  Each  Medical  Student  who  ihall  pay  one  Dollar  for  the  use 
of  the  Library  (exclusive  of  the  Fee  of  Commenccmcnis)  shall  have 
his  name  entered,  and  have  the  free  use  of  the  Books  belonging  (o 
the  Medical  Library  of  the  College  during  his  continuance  at  the 
same  and  attendance  of  lectures  under  the  Medical  Professors." 
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The  fees  for  single  courses  under  the  various  profes- 
sors had  been  previously  ordered  not  to  exceed  six  pis- 
toles, or  twenty  dollars,  a  course. 

TJie  first  Gjmniencement  of  the  Medical  Department 
was  Iield  on  June  21,  1768,  and  Carson  reprints  from  the 
minutes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  the  following  interest- 
ing accuujit  of  tlie  occasion: 

"  This  day  may  be  considered  as  the  Birlh-day  of  Medical  Honors 
in  Anienca.  The  Tru»teeK  being  met  at  half  an  hour  past  nine  in  Cbc 
forenoon,  and  the  several  Professors  and  Medical  Candidates,  in 
their  proper  Habits,  proceeded  from  the  Apparatus  Koom  to  the 
Public  Hall,  where  a  polite  assembly  of  their  fellow-citizens  were 
convened  to  honor  the  Solemnity.  The  Provost  having  there  re- 
ceived the  Mandate  for  the  Commencement  from  his  Honor  the 
Governor,  s.s  President  of  the  Trustees,  introduced  the  business  of 
the  day  with  Prayers  and  a  short  Latin  Oration,  suited  to  the  occa- 
sion.  The  part  alluding  to  the  School  of  Medicine  is  in  the  followiog 
language : — 

'"Oh I  Factum  bene!  Vos  qttoque  Professores  Medici,  qui 
magno  munimi,  icmporis  et  laboris  sumpter,  longs  quoquc  peregrt- 
oatione  per  varias  rcgiones,  ct  populos,  doraiun  rcduxistis  et  pcri- 
tiam.  et  nobilc  consilium  servandi.  ct  rationnh  praxi.  doccndi  alios 
servare  valeludinem  vcstrum  civium  Graium  fcciitis  omnibus,  sed 
pergratum  ccrte  peritis  illis  medicta  qui  artis  stMc  dignitatis  conscii, 
praxin  rationalem.  et  juvcntuti«  ins.titutioncm  in  re  medica  liberalem. 
hiice  regioaibus,  ante  vos  longe  desideraventnL* 

"To  this  succeeded — 

"  I.  A  Latin  nration,  delivered  by  Mr.  John  Lawrence.  'De  Hon- 
oribus  qui  in  omni  «vo  in  verns  Medicin*  cultorcs  collati  fuerint' 

"2.  A  dispute  whether  the  Retina  or  Tunica  Choridcs  be  the 
immediate  seat  of  vision?  The  argument  for  the  Retina  was  in- 
geniously maintained  by  Mr.  CowcU ;  the  opposite  side  of  the  tjues- 
tion  wa-t  KUpporied  with  great  aculeness  by  Mr.  Fullerton.  who  con- 
tended that  the  Retina  is  incapable  of  the  office  ascribed  to  it.  on 
aecouni  of  its  being  easily  permeable  to  the  rays  of  liRhl,  unci  that 
the  choroid  coat,  by  its  being  opaque,  is  the  proper  part  for  stopping 
the  rays,  and  receiving  the  picture  of  the  object. 

",1-  Questio,  num  detur  Fluidum  Ner\'osum?  Mr.  Dufficld  held 
the  affirmative,  and  Mr.  Way  the  negative,  both  with  great  learning. 

"4.  Mr.  Tilton  delivered  an  essay  'On  Respiration,'  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  performed  did  credit  to  hit  abilities. 
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*■  J.  The  Provost  th«n  conferred  Ihc  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Medi- 
cine on  the  following  gentlemen,  viz:  Messrs.  John  Archer,  of  New 
Cutle  County:  BeuJ34nin  Cowell,  of  Bucks:  Saniuel  Duffield  and 
Jonathan  Potts,  of  Philadelphia;  Jonathan  Elmer,  of  Kew  Jersey; 
Humphre>-  Fullcrton,  of  Lancaster  County:  David  Jackson,  of  Ches- 
ter County;  John  Lawrence,  of  East  Jersey;  James  Tillon,  of  Kent 
County,  Delaware;   and  Nicholas  Way,  of  Wilmington. 

"6.  An  elegant  valedictory  oration  was  spoken  by  Mr.  Potts,  'On 
the  Advantages  derived  in  the  Study  of  Physic,  from  a  previoos 
liberal  education  in  the  other  sciences.' 

"  The  Provost  then  addressed  the  Graduates  to  a  brief  Account  of 
the  present  slate  of  the  College,  and  of  Uic  quick  progress  in  the 
various  extensive  establiiihmenis  it  hath  already  made  He  pointed 
out  tlie  general  causes  of  llic  advancement  as  well  as  decline  of 
literature  in  different  Nations  of  the  World,  and  observed  to  the 
Graduates,  that  as  thcj  were  the  firrt  to  receive  medical  honors  in 
America,  on  a  regular  Collegiate  plan,  it  depended  much  on  them, 
by  their  future  conduct  and  eminence,  to  place  Fuch  honors  in  esti- 
mation among  their  countrymen:  concluding  with  an  earnest  appeal 
that  they  would  never  neglect  the  opportunities  which  their  profes- 
sion would  give  them,  when  their  art  could  be  of  no  further  service 
to  the  body,  of  making  serious  impressions  on  their  patients,  and 
showing  t!ietnsclve?>  men  of  eoiixolatinn  and  piety,  especially  at  the 
awful  approach  of  death,  which  could  not  fail  to  have  singular  weight 
from  a  lay  character. 

"  Dr.  Shippen,  Professor  of  .Anatoiny  and  Surgery,  then  gave  the 
remainder  of  the  charge,  further  inviting  the  Graduates  to  support 
the  dignity  of  their  Profession  by  a  laudable  perseverance  in  thdr 
studies,  and  by  a  Practice  becoming  the  character  of  a  gentleman; 
adding  many  useful  precepts  respecting  their  conduct  towards  their 
patients,  charity  towards  all;  and  with  reference  to  the  opportunity 
they  might  have  of  gaining  (he  confidence  of  the  sick,  and  esteem  of 
every  one  who  by  their  vigilance  and  skill  might  be  relieved  from 
suffering,  and  restored  to  health. 

"The  Vice-President  concluded  the  whole  with  Prayer  and 
Thanksgiving," 


The  newspaper  account  concludes.  "  and  the  whole  was 
honoured  with  the  presence  of  a  polite  and  learned  assem- 
bly, who  by  their  kind  approbation,  testified  the  satisfac- 
tion which  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  have  in  the  im- 
provement of  useful  knowledge  in  their  native  country." 
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The  custom  of  conferring  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Medicine  was  maintained  until  1789,  when  it  was  dis- 
continued. 

Carson  ^  quotes  the  following  from  a  letter  written  by 
Dr.  Rush  to  Dr.  Morgan  as  early  as  17C8: 

"  I  have  read  the  laws  you  have  established  with  regard  to  the 
conferring  degrees  in  Physic,  and  have  shown  them  to  several 
gentlemen  in  this  place  [Edinbursh]  who,  upon  the  whole,  approve 
of  them.  Some  of  them  have  thought  that  conferring  Bachelor's 
Degrees  in  Phyiic  would  tend  to  depreciate  their  value,  as  few 
young  men  would  ever  have  leisure  enough  after  they  began  to 
practise,  to  return  a  second  time  to  the  College  in  order  to  write 
a  Thesis  or  go  througli  the  other  ncccs^ry  forms,  previous  to  being 
admitted  Doctors  at  Physic.  Upon  this  account  they  have  pro- 
po^d  that  no  one  should  he  admitted  to  the  physical  honors,  until 
he  had  studied  there  two  or  three  years,  and  afterwards  published 
a  Thesis.  But  you  who  are  ujion  the  spot  can  best  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  the  regulation." 

Dr.  Rusli's  view  was  found  to  be  correct.  But  few  of 
those  who  got  the  degree  of  B.M.  ever  returned  for  that 
of  M.D. 

In  January,  1768,  Dr.  Adam  Knhn  was  appointed  Pro- 
fessor of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany  in  the  College. 
These  subjects  had  formerly  been  taught  by  Dr.  Morgan. 
His  election  is  recorded  hy  the  Inistees  in  the  following 
terms : 

"Dr.  Adam  Kuhn  having  made  application  to  be  appointed  Pro- 
fessor of  Botany  and  Materia  Medica  in  this  College,  declaring  that 
he  would  do  the  utmost  in  his  power  to  merit  the  honor,  and  the 
Tru.ttces  having  ample  assurance  of  his  abilities  to  fill  that  Pro- 
fessorship, for  which  he  is  likewise  particularly  recommended  hy  the 
Medical  Trustees  and  Professors  belonging  to  the  College  itself, 
did  therefore  unanimously  :ippuint  him.  the  said  Dr.  Kuhn.  Professor 
ot  Bnlany  and  Materia  Medica  in  this  College,  agreeably  to  his 
request." 
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It  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  trustees  to  have 
placed  a  more  suitable  man  in  the  chair  to  which  he  was 
elected.  He  was  barn  in  1743,  first  studied  medicine  with 
his  father,  and  tn  1761  went  abroad  and  studied  medicine 
at  the  University  of  Upsal  in  Sweden,  where  also  he 
pursued  the  science  of  botany  under  the  great  Linnxus. 
The  latter  liecame  very  fond  of  him  and  considered  him 
one  ol  tlie  ablest  of  his  pupils.  Subsequently  Dr.  Kuhu 
studied  medicine  in  I^ndon,  finally  going  to  Edinburgh, 
from  which  University  he  received  the  degree  of  M.D. 
in  1767.  He  returned  to  America  in  1768.  In  May  of 
that  year  he  lectured  on  botany.  The  course  was  an- 
nounced as  to  be  given  again  in  the  year  1769,  but  after 
that  was  dropped.  Dr.  Kuhn  lectured  for  twenty-one 
years  on  materia  medica. 

Tn  1769  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush  returned  from  Europe 
and  was  elected  Professor  of  Chemistry.  He  was  but 
twenty-four  years  old,  but  had  already  begun  to  make 
his  mark.  Bom  in  1745.  he  had  graduated  from  Prince- 
ton in  1760.  and  then  spent  six  years  studying  medicine 
with  Dr.  Redman.  In  1766  he  went  to  Edinburgh,  and 
received  from  that  University  the  degree  of  M.D.  in  176S. 
Dr.  Carson  quotes  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
written  by  Rush  on  January  20,  1768,  when  a  student 
at  Edinburgh,  to  Morgan,  which  shows  tliat  he  was 
even  then  looking  forward  to  the  chance  of  filling  the 
chair: 


"I  exult  in  the  happy  prospecis,  which  now  open  upon  you,  of  the 
success  of  the  Medica]  Schools  you  have  established  in  Philadelphia. 
The  scheme  you  have  pul)li»hed  for  conferring  degrees  in  Physic 
has  met  wilh  the  approbation  of  Dr.  Cullcn  himself,  who  interests 
himself  warmly  in  everyihing  that  relates  to  your  reputation  or 
success  in  life;  he  thinks  himself  happy,  he  ^ays,  in  educating  those 
yoting  men  to  whom  no  important  a  M<Mlical  College  as  that  in 
Philadelphia  will  owe  its  foundation  and  future  credit.    I  thank  you 
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for  the  pains  you  have  taken  to  aeoire  me  the  Professorship  of 
Cheiniatry.  I  iLiiak  I  am  now  master  of  the  science,  and  could 
teach  it  with  confidence  and  case.  I  have  attended  Dr.  Black  for  two 
yearj  diligently,  and  have,  I  think,  received  from  him  a  comprehen- 
sive and  accurate  view  of  the  science,  together  with  all  his  late  im- 
provetttents  In  chcnuMtry,  which  are  of  so  important  a  nature  that 
no  man,  in  my  opinion,  can  understand  or  teach  chetnislry  as  a 
science  without  being  acquainted  with  them.  ...  As  to  the  e:cperi- 
mcnts  you  speak  a(  there  is  scarcely  one  of  them  but  what  I  have 
seen  twice  performed,  either  ptibtickly  or  privately,  by  Dr.  Black. 
...  I  would  not,  however,  urge  your  interest  too  warmly  in  this 
affair ;  perhup-t  1  may  diwippoiiit  the  cxpectaliont«  of  the  TrusleeH,  and 
prevent  a  person  better  qualified  from  filling  the  chair.  I  should  like 
to  ceach  Chemitiry  as  a  Professor,  because  I  think  I  could  show 
its  application  to  medicine  and  philosophy.  ...  I  should  likewise  be 
able  more  fully,  from  having  a  seal  in  the  College,  to  co-operate 
with  you  in  advancing  the  Medical  Sciences  generally." 


In  October.  1768,  he  must  have  been  sure  that  he  would 
be  elected,  as  he  wrote  to  Morgan : 

"  I  am  much  obliged  to  yo"  for  continuing  lo  read  lecture?  00 
Qieraisiry.  I  hope  to  be  in  Philadelphia  in  May  or  June  next,  so 
that  I  shall  relieve  you  from  the  task  the  ensuing  winter.  Is  it  neces- 
U17  for  me  to  deliver  publickly  an  Inautpjral  Oration?  Something 
must  be  said  in  favor  of  the  advantages  of  Chemistry  to  Medicine, 
and  its  userulness  to  medical  philosophy,  as  the  people  of  otir  country 
in  general  are  strangers  lo  the  nature  and  objects  of  the  sciences." 

WTicn  he  returned  to  this  country  he  brought  with  him 
the  foltowing  letter,  dated  May,  1769; 

"Gentlzuch:  Dr.  Ru5h  having  been  recommended  to  me  by 
Dr.  Fothcrgill  a.1  a  very  expert  Chymtst.  and  the  Doctor  having 
further  recommended  to  me  to  send  a  ChjTtiical  Apparatus  lo  the 
College,  as  a  Thing  tliat  will  be  of  great  use.  particularly  In  the 
tryzl  of  ores.  I  send  you  such  as  Dr.  Fothcrgill  thought  necessary, 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Rush,  which  I  desire  your  .icreptance  of.  I 
recommend  Dr.  Rush  to  your  notice,  and  humbly  wishing  success  to 
tlie  College,  rcniitin,  with  grext  regard 

"  Your  very  affectionate  friend 

"Tnos.  riHN. 

"To  TBI  TbDSTCIS  of  TBZ  CoLIXCB  of  PHTLAOELPaiA." 
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Dr.  Rush  applied  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  post- 
tioD  in  the  foUotring  letter: 

"Gcraxiux: 

'At  ibc  ProfesMnlBp  of  Chamgttj.  wlncfc  Dr.  Mo 
noe  tiBK  miffTitd,  t>  laoBt.  I  beg  to  offer  mjidU  u  a 
for  it  Sho«14  3XW  iWak  proper  to  hooor  me  with  tbe  Chair,  yoa 
anj  depend  t^oa  nqr  doing  utjlluag  thxl  Ite«  within  aj  power  lo 
diadvfc  tbe  dabes  of  a  Professor,  aod  to  prooote  the  rcpatatiaa 
aarf  iottretf  of  joor  CoDecc 

'I  havedw  howH- to  be,  with  the  ficaust  mpeet 
Ymv  flKMi  <lwwrHt,  hVMblc  scrvaBt, 

"Bcrj.  RtTSS. 

"  FKiiADCLntiA.  Jtxly  31.  i;*i>-' 

At  the  incctii^  of  tbe  Board  of  Trustees  on  August  I, 
1769,  he  was  unanimously  elected  to  the  chair. 

Carson  justly  draws  atttntion  to  the  youthfulness  of 
the  professors  in  the  yet  young  Faculty  of  Medicine. 
Rush  was  but  twenty-four,  Kuhn  twenty-dght.  Shippen 
thirty-three,  and  Morgan  thirty-four.  Dr.  Bond,  who 
may  be  considered  as  the  faculty's  lecturer  on  clinical 
medicine,  was  only  a  little  past  the  age  of  fifty. 

The  Pennsylvania  Gazette  for  July  6,  1769,  contains 
tbe  following  account  of  the  second  Conmiencement  of 
tbe  Medical  Department : 

"COMMDtCKlieKT  OF  THE  COLUDGC  OF  PHaADBLPDIA.  Jun  A,   iy6^ 

"The  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  oa  Junes 
ArmnroDg.  Joiia*  Carroll  f  latl,  John  Hodge,  John  Hoastoo,  Thotnas 
Pratt.  Alexander  Skinner,  &(]mdert  Veeder,  and  John  Wiader. 

"  The  Medical  Exercijes  were  the  foUowing  :— 

*'  Ab  oration  in  honor  of  Medicine,  by  Mr.  Ha!L 

"A  Forennic  Ditpme,  wheilicr  Medicine  hath  done  most  good  or 
harm  in  the  world,  by  Messrs.  Alexander  Skinner  and  }cAm  Hodg«. 

"  An  oration  on  the  moR  probable  method  of  obtaining  a  good  old 
age,  hf  Mr.  John  Winder. 

"  In  the  compoiition  of  these  exercises  the  young  gentlemen  gave 
[nil  proofs  of  learning,  as  well  aj  a  thorough  acf]uainlance  with 
tbeir  subjects  and  tbe  Htstorj  of  Physic,  and  they  were  hononred 
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with  the  close  attention  and  warm  approbation  of  the  audience.  Mr. 
Stunner's  part  of  the  Forensic  Di&pute,  in  particular,  :>ecmc(l  to 
afford  singular  entertainincnt,  from  the  candid  /rccdutn  wliich  he 
took  with  his  own  Professinn,  and  the  very  humorous  manner  in 
which  he  attempted  to  prove  that  Medicine  had  done  more  harm 
than  good  in  the  world;  which  Position  of  his  was,  however,  very 
seriously  and  fully  replied  to  by  Mr.  Hodge.  To  this  succeeded  a 
very  solemn  and  iniercstinii  charge,  in  which  the  Provost  addressed 
himself  chiefly  to  the  gradnatcs  in  the  arts,  adding,  with  respect  to 
the  graduates  in  Physic,  that  he  had  prevailed  on  a  gentleman  of 
thrir  own  Profession  whose  precepts  would  receive  Dignity  from 
bis  years  and  experience,  to  lay  before  them  uhat  he  thought  rcijuisitc 
as  well  for  the  honour  of  the  Coltene,  as  for  promoting  their  own 
future  honour  and  usefulness  in  life.  This  part  was  accordingly 
performed  by  Dr.  Thomas  Bond,  in  a  manner  so  truly  feeling  and 
aflfcctionatc  that  it  could  not  fail  to  make  a  serious  impression  on 
IhoKe  for  whom  it  was  designed." 

The  Commencement  of  1771  was  distinguished  by  the 
return  of  four  of  the  graduates  who  had  received  the 
degree  of  M.B.  in  1768  to  get  the  degree  of  M.D.  Dr. 
Carson  quotes  from  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
the  regulations  regarding  the  steps  essentia]  to  the  con- 
ferring of  such  a  degree : 

"Minutes  of  Goard  of  Trustees,  May  jo.  1771,  Agreed  to  the 
explanation  made  by  the  Faculty  of  the  Clause  for  examining  the 
Candidates  for  a  Doctor's  Degree  in  Physic,  which  is  as  follows: — 

"Thftt  such  Candidates  be  examined  on  their  Thesis  before  the 
day  of  Commencement,  and  on  that  day,  immediately  before  receiving 
Iheir  Degree,  they  be  aiiked  a  few  Questions  in  Latin  on  the  subject 
of  their  Thesis,  which  Ihey  are  to  answer  in  the  same  language. 

"It  is  tlic  order  of  the  Trustees  that  the  Fee  for  the  Degree  of 
Doctor  in  Physic  he  to  the  Provost  one  Guinea.,  and  one  Guinea 
to  each  of  the  Medical  Professors,  and  that  the  Public  Commence- 
ment be  held  on  Friday.  June  aSth, 

"  It  is  ordered  that  all  the  Fees  on  the  Degrees  be  paid  or  set- 
tled for  before  the  conferring  of  Degrees." 


The  Commencement  was  held  on  the  28th  of  June, 
2771: 
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"  The  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Physic  was  conferred  on  Benjamin 
Alison,  Jonaihan  Easion,  John  Kuhn,  Frederick  Kulin,  Bodo  Otto, 
Robert  Pultiiigcr  and  William  SiniLh. 

"Messrs,  Jonathan  Klmcr,  of  N.  J.,  Jonathan  Potts,  of  Poits- 
jTOve,  Pa.,  James  Tihon.  of  Dover,  and  Nicholas  Way.  of  Wil- 
mington, thtii  prdkcnted  themselves,  agrec.tbly  to  the  Rules  of  the 
Coilcgc,  to  defend,  in  Latin,  the  Dissertations  printed  for  the  Degree 
of  Doctor  ia  Physic 

"  Mr.  Elmer's  Piece.  '  Dc  Causis  ct  Rctnediis  sitis  in  Febribus,' 
was  impugned  by  Dr.  Kuhn,  Professor  of  Botany  and  Materia 
Mcdica. 

"Mr,  PoUs'8,  *Dc  Febribus  intermittcntibus  potissiciura  tertianls,* 
was  impugned  by  Dr.  Morftsn,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  Physic, 

"Mr.  Tilcoti's,  ■  De  Hydropt'  was  impugned  by  Dr.  Shippen, 
Professor  of  Anatomy. 

"  Mr.  Way's,  '  Dc  Variolarum  Insitione,'  was  impugned  by  Dr. 
Rush.  Professor  of  Qiemisiry. 

"Each  of  the  candidates  having  judiciously  answered  the  objec- 
tions made  to  some  parts  of  their  Dissertations,  the  Provost  con- 
ferred upon  them  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Physic,  with  particular 
solemnity,  as  the  highest  mark  of  honour  which  they  cotild  receive 
in  the  Profession. 

"Dr.  Morgan,  who  was  appointed  to  that  part  of  the  Business, 
entered  inio  a  piirticnlar  account  of  Ihosc  Branches  of  stndy  which 
the  Medical  Gentlemen  ought  still  to  prosecute  with  unremitted  Dili- 
KCiice.  if  they  wished  Co  be  eminent  in  their  Profession,  laying  down 
some  useful  rules  for  an  honourable  practice  in  the  Discharge  of 
it.  He  observed  that  the  'oath'  which  was  prescribed  by  Hippoc- 
rates to  his  Di>^<:iple*  had  l»ccn  generally  adopted  in  Univcrsilic.t  and 
Schools  of  Physic  on  like  occasions,  and  that  laying  aside  the  form 
o(  oaths,  the  College,  which  is  of  a  free  spirit,  wished  only  to  bind 
its  Sons  and  Graduates  hy  the  ties  of  Honour  and  Gratitude,  and 
that  therefore  he  begged  leave  to  impress  upon  those  who  had  re- 
ceived the  distinguished  Degree  of  Doctor  that  a.*  they  were  among 
the  foremost  sons  of  the  Inslitwtion.  and  as  the  Birth  Day  of  Its 
Medical  Honours  had  arisen  upon  them  with  auspicious  lustre,  they 
would,  in  their  practice,  consult  the  ."Safety  of  their  Patients,  the 
good  of  the  community,  and  the  dignity  of  their  Profctsion,  so  that 
the  Seminary  from  which  they  derived  their  Title*  in  Physic,  might 
never  have  cause  to  be  ashamed  of  them." 

In  the  winter  of  J  772-73  Dr.  Morgan  went  to  the 
West  Indies  to  try  and  get  subscriptions  for  the  College 
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among  the  rich  colonists  there.  He  mananjed  to  turn 
over  two  thousand  jjounds  to  the  College  trustees. 

The  number  cf  students  seems  to  have  pretty  steadily 
increased  iiiUil  the  Revolution  came  along  and  gave  a 
temporary  check  to  the  progress  of  medical  education  in 
Philadelphia.  Morgan,  Shippen,  and  Rush  all  became 
eminent  in  the  Continental  army.  Rush  being  also  a 
member  of  Congress  and  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Indei»endence.  Two  of  those  who  had 
received  the  degree  of  M.B.  in  1768,  and  of  M.D.  in 
1771,  became  prominent  in  connection  with  the  Conti- 
nental army, — namely.  Dr.  James  Tilton  and  Dr.  Jona- 
than Potts. 

During  the  war  lectures  seem  to  have  been  occasion- 
ally given,  but  tliere  was  great  trouble  in  the  attempt 
to  maintain  any  manner  of  systematic  instruction.  Some 
of  the  trustees  were  Tories,  although  most  of  them  were 
Whigs.  On  November  27,  1779,  the  Legislature  passed 
an  act  repealing  the  charter  of  the  College  of  Philadelphia 
and  conferring  all  the  powers  and  privileges  implied  in 
it  upon  "  The  University  of  the  State  of  Penn.sylvania." 

The  trustees  of  the  University,  at  a  meeting  held  De- 
cember 8,  1 779.  passed  a  resolution, — 

"That  Dr.  Shippen.  sen..  Dr.  Bond,  and  Dr,  Hurchinson  be  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  stale  of  Ihc  late  Medical  School,  as 
it  stood  in  the  late  College,  and  what  is  llic  citablishiTuml  lIier«of 
in  Foreign  Universities,  and  to  digest  a  plan,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Board,  for  cstablisbitig  the  school  on  the  most  respectable 
footing.  That  the  said  Committee  do  request  the  several  Medical 
Professors  in  the  mean  time  to  proceed  in  their  lectures  as  here- 
tofore" 

On  May  ir,  1780,  the  trustees  resolved  "that  the 
former  Medical  Professors  be  requested  to  e.xamine  such 
candidates  as  shall  apply  to  them." 

In  1780  the  degree  of  B.M.  was  conferred  on  William 
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W.  Smith  and  Ebenezer  Crosby,  and  that  of  M.D.  on 
David  Ramsay. 

The  trustees  experienced  the  greatest  difficulty  in  find- 
ing medical  men  willing  to  occupy  professorships  under 
them.  There  was  much  sore  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
friends  of  the  old  College  against  the  new  University. 
Dr.  George  B.  Wood,  in  his  "  History  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,"  goes  into  the  ciraimstances  which  led 
up  to  the  overthrow  of  the  College  and  the  founding  of 
the  University,  and  shows  that  in  their  zeal  to  make  the 
new  institution  as  completely  American  as  possible  the 
Legislature  did  scant  justice  to  the  claims  of  the  old. 
Dr.  Shippen  was  the  only  professor  in  the  College  who 
at  once  accepted  a  professorship  in  the  University.  Dr. 
Hutchinson  declined  successively  the  chair  of  Practice 
&nd  of  Chemistry.  Dr.  Tilton  declined  the  chair  of 
Materia  Medica.  Dr.  Bond,  however,  consented  to  com- 
bine a  course  of  lectures  on  the  theory  and  practice  of 
medicine  with  hia  clinical  lectures.  Later,  Dr.  Rush,  in 
1781,  lectured  on  medicine  and  on  chemistry. 

In  1782  the  degree  of  11. B.  was  conferred  on  eight 
candidates. 

In  November,  1783,  the  professors  of  the  College 
finally  agreed  to  accept  again  their  old  chairs,  and  for 
some  years  things  appear  to  have  run  comparatively 
smoothly. 

The  friends  of  the  College,  however,  had  been  working 
continuously  for  the  repeal  of  the  bill  which  had  abro- 
gated its  charter,  and  were  finally  successful,  for  on 
March  6,  1 783,  the  repeal  was  passed,  and  the  charter  of 
the  College  once  more  became  effective. 

Benjamin  Franklin  was  in  the  forefront  of  those  who 
fought  for  the  rights  of  the  College.  He  had  been  in 
Europe  at  the  time  the  bill  constituting  the  University 
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had  been  passed.  The  founders  of  the  University  had 
taken  the  liberty  of  making  him  one  of  its  trustees, 
but  immediately  on  his  return  he  had  withdrawn  his 
name  and  joined  forces  with  his  <lld  colleagues  of  the 
College. 

As  soon  as  the  bill  restoring  its  rights  was  passed  the 
trustees  of  the  College  proceeded  to  restore  its  former 
medical  professors  to  their  positions.  Dr.  William  Ship- 
pen,  Jr..  became  once  more  Professor  of  Anatomy,  Dr. 
Adam  Kuhn  of  Botany  and  Materia  Medica,  and  Dr. 
Benjamin  Rush  of  Chemistry.  Dr.  Morgan  was  re- 
elected to  the  professorship  of  the  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Medicine,  hut  he  was  ill  at  the  time,  and  died  in  Octo- 
ber, 1789,  without  ever  resuming  its  duties. 

It  is  curious  to  note  that  Dr.  Shippen  was  a  professor 
in  both  the  College  and  the  University,  in  spite  of  the 
rivalry  existing  between  the  two  institti lions. 

Upon  the  death  of  Dr.  Morgan,  in  October,  1789.  Dr. 
Rush  was  elected  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Medicine  in  the  College,  In  the  same  month  Dr. 
Adam  Kuhn  resigned  the  professorship  of  Chemistry  in 
the  College  to  become  Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine in  the  University. 

Eh".  Rush  was  succeeded  as  Professor  of  Chemistry  in 
the  College  by  Dr.  Caspar  Wistar,  who  was  also  Pro- 
fessor of  the  Institutes  of  Physics.  Two  other  professor- 
ships were  filled  by  the  election  of  Dr.  Samuel  Griffilts 
to  be  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  and 
of  Dr.  Benjamin  Smith  Barton  to  be  Professor  of 
Natural  History  and  Botany. 

In  December,  1789,  Dr.  James  Hutchinson  was  elected 
Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica  in  the  Uni- 
versity. Thus  there  were  two  rival  medical  institutions 
established  in  a  held  wltich  was  not  more  than  sufficient 
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for  one,  and  for  some  years  this  unfortunate  condition 
prevailed. 

In  1789  the  College,  as  has  been  mentioned,  resolved 
to  abolish  the  custom  of  bestowing  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Medicine.  The  University,  however,  continued  to 
bestow  it. 

On  November  17  of  that  year  the  trustees  of  the  Col- 
lege published  in  the  Fcnnsylvania  Gacctte  the  following 
rules  in  regard  to  the  conferring  of  medical  degrees : 


"1.  No  person  shall  be  received  9S  a.  Candidale  for  the  ilcgree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  until  lie  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  iweniy-one 
years,  and  haa  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  Medicine  in  the  CuDukc 
for  at  leasi  two  years.  Thnse  Students,  cmdidatei^  who  reside  in  the 
Gly  of  Philadelphia,  or  within  five  miles  thereof,  must  have  been 
the  piipiU  of  some  respectable  pracltlioner  for  llic  Space  of  three 
ycar&,  and  those  who  may  come  £rom  llic  country  and  from  any 
greater  distance  than  five  miles  must  have  studied  with  some  rcpula 
bic  physician  there  for  at  least  two  years. 

"2.  Every  candidate  shall  have  regularly  attended  the  lectures 
of  the  following  Profe^isors,  viz.,  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery:  of 
Chymistry  and  the  Institutes  of  Medicine:  of  Materia  Mcdica  and 
Pharmacy;  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine:  the  Botanical 
lectures  of  the  Profcucor  of  Natural  History  and  Botany;  and  a 
course  of  lectures  on  Natural  and  Experimental  Philosophy. 

"3.  Each  candidate  shall  j^ignily  his  inteniiun  of  izraduating  to 
the  Dean  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  at  least  two  months  before  the 
time  of  graduation,  after  which  he  shall  be  examined  privately  by  the 
Professors  of  the  different  branches  of  medicine. 

"If  remitted  to  his  studies  the  Professors  shall  hold  themsc3ves 
bound  not  to  divulge  the  same:  but  if  he  is  tudged  to  be  properly 
qtiali6cd,  a  medical  ([ucstion  and  a  case  shall  then  be  proposed  to 
him.  the  answer  and  treatment  of  which  he  shall  submit  to  the 
medical  Professor*.  If  these  performances  arc  approved,  the  Can- 
didate shall  ihcQ  be  admitted  to  a  public  examination  before  the 
Trustees,  the  Provost,  Vice  Provost,  Professors  and  Students  of 
the  College;  after  which  he  shall  offer  to  the  inspcclion  of  each  of 
the  Medical  Professors  a  Thesis,  written  in  the  Latin  or  English 
Language  Cat  his  own  option)  on  a  medical  svihject.  This  Thesis. 
approved  of,  is  lo  be  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  Candidate,  and 
defended  from  sudi  objections  as  may  be  made  to  it  by  the  Medical 
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Professors,  at  a  CommciKetncat  la  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ferring decrees,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  June  every  year, 

"  Bachelors  in  Medicine  who  wisli  to  be  admitted  to  the  Degree 
of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  shall  pubH«h  and  defend  a  Thesis  agreeably 
lo  the  mlcii  above  tnenlioncd. 

"  The  different  Medical  Leciures  shall  commence  annually  on  lite 
first  Monday  in  November,  the  lectures  in  Natural  and  F.xpcrimemal 
Philosniiby  about  the  same  time,  and  the  lectures  on  Botany  on  the 
first  Wednesday  in  ApriL 

"Bekjamin  Framkun, 
"  President  of  the  Board  of  Trualees. 
"William  Smith, 
"Provost  of  the  College  and  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees." 

In  1791  the  two  schools  a^eed  that  it  was  to  the  best 
interests  of  both  of  iheni  to  unite.  Tliey  petitioned  the 
Legislature  for  such  union,  anti  on  September  30,  1791, 
an  act  was  passed  uniting  the  College  of  Philadelphia  and 
the  Universitj'  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  under  the 
title  of  "The  University  of  Pennsylvania." 

In  his  introductory  lecture  in  November,  1791,  Dr. 
Rush  referred  to  this  auspicious  union  as  follows: 

"  I  should  do  violence  to  my  feeltitK^  should  1  proceed  to  the 
subjects  of  the  ensuing  course  of  lectures,  without  first  congratu- 
lating you  upon  ihc  union  of  the  two  Medical  Schools  of  Philadel- 
phia, under  a  Charier  founded  upon  the  most  liberal  concessions  by 
the  gentlemen  who  projected  it.  and  upon  the  purest  principles  of 
patriotism  in  the  Legi^lalure  of  our  State.  By  means  of  this  event, 
the  ancient  harmony  of  the  different  professors  of  medicine  will  be 
restored,  and  their  united  efforts  will  be  devoted,  with  accumulated 
force,  towards  the  advancement  of  our  .Sci*-nce."' 

All  the  professors  of  both  the  institutions  retained  posi- 
tions in  the  new  University.  The  profes.<;orships  were 
held  as  follows:  Dr.  William  Shippen  was  Profes.sor  of 
Anatomy,  Surgery,  and  Midwifery,  of  which  subjects 
Dr.  Caspar  VVistar  was  Adjunct  Professor;   Dr.  Adam 

*  Carson,  History  of  the  Medical  DeparlmenI  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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Kuhn  was  Professor  of  the  Theorj'  and  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine; Dr.  Benjamin  Rush  was  Professor  of  the  Institutes 
of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine;  Dr.  James  Hutchin- 
son was  Professor  of  Chemistry;  Dr.  Samuel  P.  Griflfitts 
was  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy;  Dr. 
Benjamin  Smith  Barton  was  Professor  of  Botany  and 
Natural  History. 

The  above-named  gentlemen  were  a3I  elected  on  Janu- 
ary 23,  1792.  On  April  3  of  the  same  year  Dr.  John 
Ewing  was  elected  Professor  of  Natural  and  Experi- 
mental Philosophy. 

In  the  new  institution  natural  history  and  botany  were 
made  elective  subjects.  The  degree  of  B.M.  was  dropped 
and  that  of  M.D.  alone  conferred. 

In  1793  Dr.  James  Hutchinson  died  of  yellow  fever, 
and  on  January  7.  1794.  Dr.  John  Carson  was  elected 
Professor  of  Chemistry  in  his  place.  Dr.  Carson  died 
before  he  could  assume  his  duties,  and  the  chair  was  then 
offered  to  the  famous  Dr.  Priestley,  who  declined  it  be- 
cause of  ill-health  and  a  desire  for  plenty  of  time  in  which 
to  devote  himself  to  ori^nal  research.  The  chair  was 
finally  filled  by  the  appointment,  on  July  7,  1795,  of  Dr. 
James  Woodhouse. 

In  1796  Dr.  Griflitts  resigned  the  professorship  of 
Materia  Medica.  He  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Benjamin 
Smith  Barton,  who,  however,  still  retained  his  other 
professorship. 

Dr.  Adam  Kuhn  resigned  as  Professor  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  1797.  Dr.  Rush  performed 
Dr.  Kuhn's  duties  until  1805,  in  which  year  the  two 
cliairs  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  of 
the  Institutes  and  Clinical  Medicine  were  combined  and 
he  was  elected  Professor. 

Surgery,  Anatomy,  and  Obstetrics  remained  as  one 
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professorship  until  1805,  when  Dr.  Physick  was  elected 
Professor  of  Surgery. 

Dr.  Shippen  remained  as  Professor  of  Anatomy  and 
Midwifery  until  his  death  in  1808,  when  Dr.  Wistar  was 
elected  to  the  chair.  Anatomy  and  Obstetrics  continued 
to  be  taught  by  one  professor  until  1810,  in  spite  of  Dr. 
Wistar's  efforts  to  bring  about  a  separation  of  the  two 
subjects.  On  April  11,  iSio,  the  Board  of  Trustees 
passed  the  following  remarkable  resolution : 

"That  the  present  e.ftAb1i<ihment  of  a  Professor  of  Anatomy  and 
Midwifery  be  divided,  and  that  hereafter  there  shall  be  a  Professor- 
ship of  Anatomy,  &nd  a  Professorship  of  Midwifery,  but  that  it  shall 
not  be  necessary  in  order  to  obtain  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
that  the  student  shall  attend  ihc  Professor  of  Midwifery." 

In  June,  1810,  Dr.  Thomas  Chalkley  James  was  elected 

Professor  of  Midwifery.  In  1813  attendance  upoti  the 
lectures  on  obstetrics  was  finally  made  compulsory  by  the 
following  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  October 
II,  1813: 

"* Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  Professor  of  Midwifery  shall  he 
a  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  and  that  no  person  shall  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  Candidate  for  the  Depee  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  this 
University,  unless  he  shall  have  rcpilarly  attended  the  lectures  of 
said  Professor  for  two  years," 

Dr.  Woodhouse  continued  as  Professor  of  Chemistry 
until  his  death  in  1809,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Dr. 
John  Redman  Cbxe. 

The  Medical  School  of  King's  College,  New  York.^ 

The  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  New  York  is  the  direct  descendant  of  the 


'My  information  is  chiefly  derived  from  Ho.sack's  "Historical 
Sketch  of  the  Orisrin,  ProgTMS  and  Present  State  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  University  of  New  York,"  Amfri' 
can  Mfdical  and  Philosof>hical  Register,  vol.  iv.,  1814. 
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Medical  School  of  King's  College  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  This  School  was  organized  in  the  year  1768  as  an 
adjunct  to  the  College.  Its  first  faculty  consisted  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Clossy,  Professor  of  .\natomy;  Dr.  John  Jones, 
Professor  of  Surgery;  Dr.  Peter  Middleton.  Professor 
of  Physiolog)'  and  Patholog)*;  Dr.  James  Smith,  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica:  Dr.  John  V. 
B.  Tenneiit.  Professor  of  Midwifery;  and  Dr.  Samuel 
Bard,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic 
This  group  of  men  was  representative  of  the  best  cle- 
ment of  the  profession  in  New  York.  Dr.  Samuel  Clossy 
was  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  before  emigrating  to  this 
country  had  published  a  hook  entitled  "  Observations  on 
some  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Human  Body,  chiefly  taken 
from  the  Dissections  of  Morhld  Bodies."  His  political 
opinions  rendered  him  obnoxious  to  the  patriots,  and  he 
returned  to  his  native  land  after  a  few  years'  sojourn  in 
this  countrj'.  Dr.  John  Jones  was  the  grandson  of  Ed- 
ward Jones,  a  prominent  Welsh  physician  who  had  come 
over  with  Penn  to  Pennsylvania.  His  father,  Evan  Jones, 
had  attained  prominence  in  Pennsylvania  as  a  physician, 
but  had  removed  to  New  York  before  the  birth  of  his 
son  John.  Dr.  John  Jones  studied  under  Dr.  Thomas 
Cadwalader,  of  Pennsylvania,  subsequently  completing 
his  medical  studies  in  Europe.  He  was  a  famous  sur- 
geon in  his  day.  and  in  1775  published  one  of  the  earliest 
American  treatises  on  surgery,  entitled  "  Plain  Remarks 
upon  Wounds  and  Fractures."  In  1780  he  removed  to 
Philadelpliia,  where,  in  the  same  year,  he  was  elected 
surgeon  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  Dr.  Peter  Mid- 
dleton was  a  Scotchman.  En  1750  he  and  Dr.  Bard 
dissected  the  body  and  injected  the  blood-vessels,  proba- 
bly the  first  time  such  a  thing  was  done  in  America.  He 
wrote  a  letter  "  On  Croup"  to  Dr.  Richard  Bayley,  which 
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was  published  in  the  ninth  volume  of  the  Medical  Reposi- 
tory. In  1769  he  published  his  discourse  on  the  history 
of  medicine,  delivered  at  the  opening  of  tlie  New  York 
Medical  Schtiol.  Ur.  Sanmel  LJard  was  the  son  of  the 
eminent  Dr.  John  Bard,  and  had  received  his  degree  of 
M.D.  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  Even  when  a 
sttidcnt  at  the  latter  he  had  written  to  his  father  about 
the  feasibility  of  estabHshing  a  medical  school  in  his 
native  country.  Dr.  James  Smith  had  graduated  in 
medicine  at  Leydeai.  Thacher  says,  *'  He  is  admitted  by 
all  to  have  been  cmineTitly  learned,  thoug^h  too  theoretical 
and  fanciful,  both  as  a  practitioner  of  the  healing  art, 
and  in  his  course  of  public  instruction."  I-astly,  Dr.  John 
V.  B.  Tcnnent  was  a  man  of  great  attainments.  He  had 
studied  medicine  in  Europe  and  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Royal  Society  while  he  was  in  London.  He  died 
at  an  early  age  of  yellow  fever  in  the  West  Indies. 

In  1769  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Medicine  was  con- 
ferred upon  Robert  Tucker  and  Samuel  Kissani,  and  in 
1770  Samuel  Kissam  received  his  degree  of  M.D.,  his 
'*  Inaugural  Dissertation  on  the  Anthelmintic  Uses  of  the 
Phaseolus  Zuratensis  Siliqvia  hirsuta,  or  Cow-Itch,"  being 
preserved  in  the  library  of  the  New  York  Historical  So- 
ciety. The  Revolution,  however,  interrupted  the  opera- 
tions of  the  College,  and  the  original  faculty  never  again 
gave  instruction  as  its  professors.  In  1784  an  unsuccess- 
ful attempt  was  made  to  reorganize  the  medical  school. 
After  the  termination  of  the  war  King's  Gillege  was 
renamed  Columbia,  and  in  T792  the  Board  of  Tntstees  of 
the  institution  determined  to  revive  the  medical  school. 
Dr.  Samuel  Bard  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  faculty, 
but  the  laudable  efforts  of  the  trustees  were  frustrated 
and  the  scheme  proved  a  failure.  Between  1792  and  181 1 
but  tWrty-four  students  received  degrees  in  medicine 
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from  the  school.  In  1807  the  Regents  of  the  University 
of  New  York  determined  to  establish  a  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons.  An  act  of  Legislature  authorizing 
them  to  create  such  a  college  had  been  passed  in  1791, 
but  the  lime  had  heretofore  not  seemed  ripe  for  putting 
it  into  effect,  as  it  was  hoped  the  medical  scliool  of 
Columbia  College  would  have  fulfilled  the  purpose.  On 
the  i2th  of  March,  1807,  however,  they  issued  a  charter 
(or  the  new  institution.  On  the  gth  of  May,  1807,  the 
following  officers  were  elected : 

Dr.  Nicholas  Koma)'ne,  President. 

Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  Vice-President. 

Dr.  Archibald  Bruce,  Registrar 

Dr.  Abraham  Brewer,  Treasurer. 

Censors, 

Edward  Miller.  M.D.,  David  Hosack,  M.D..  Alexan- 
der Shclden,  William  Livingston,  William  James  Mc- 
Neven,  M.D.,  Henry  Van  Sohnigen,  M.D.,  William 
Wheeler,  J.  D.  Gillespie,  J.  E.  R.  Birch,  James  G.  Gra- 
ham, Benjamin  De  Witt,  M.D.,  Felix  Pascalis,  and  Alex- 
ander Hosack,  M.D. 

The  following  physicians  were  made  professors: 

Dr.  Edward  Miller,  Professor  of  the  Practice  of 
Physic;  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  Professor  of  Chemis- 
try ;  Dr.  David  Hosack,  Professor  of  Botany  and  Materia 
Medica;  Dr.  Benjamin  De  Witt,  Professor  of  the  In- 
stitutes of  Medicine.  A  number  of  lecturers  were  ap- 
pointed,— namely,  Dr.  Nicholas  Roma>-nc  and  Dr.  John 
Augustine  Smith.  Lecturers  on  .\natomy;  Dr.  Benjamin 
De  Witt,  Lecturer  on  Chemistry;  Dr.  David  Hosack, 
Lecturer  on  Surgery  and  Midwifery;  and  Dr.  Edward 
Miller.  Lecturer  on  Clinical  Medicine. 

The  minute  details  of  business  relating  to  the  College 
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were  confided  in  a  Senatus  Acaderaicus,  consisting  of  the 
President,  Vice-President,  Professors,  Lecturers.  Regis- 
trar, and  Treasurer, 

A  building  for  the  College  was  procured  in  Robinson 
Street,  and  immediate  steps  were  taken  for  the  forma- 
tion of  an  anatomical  museum,  a  chemical  laboratory, 
and  a  mincralogical  collection.  In  1801  Dr.  Da\id 
Hosack  had  purchased  a  tract  of  land,  of  about  twenty 
acres  in  extent,  on  the  road  between  Bloomingdalc  and 
Kingsbridge,  which  he  had  laid  nut  as  a  Ixitanic  garden, 
and  this  was  committed  to  the  care  of  the  tru.stees  of  the 
College  for  the  lienefit  of  the  students  in  their  botanical 
studies.  In  a  "  Sketch  of  the  Elgin  Botanical  Garden  in 
the  Vicinity  of  New  York,"  published  in  the  American 
Medical  and  Philosophical  Register  for  July,  181 1,  there 
is  a  description  of  this  garden.    It  states, — 

"As  a  primary  object  of  attention  in  diis  establisbinent  was  to 
collect  &nd  cultiTaie  the  native  plants  of  this  country,  especially  such 
as  poMexo  medicinal  properties,  or  arc  otherwise  uscfal ;  among 
others,  such  gardeners  as  were  practically  acquainted  with  our  in- 
digenous productions  were  employed  to  procure  them,  and  by  the 
distinguished  liberality  of  several  scientific  gentlemen  in  thps  country, 
there  were  in  cultiiration  at  the  commencement  of  1805  nearly  fifteen 
hundred  specieit  of  American  plants,  besides  a  considerable  number 
of  rare  and  valuable  exotics." 


In  the  year  1806  very  important  additions  were  made 
to  the  collection  of  plants  from  various  parts  of  Europe 
as  well  as  from  the  East  and  West  Indies.  A  second 
building  for  their  preservation  was  also  erected,  and  the 
foundation  of  a  third  laid,  which  was  completed  in  the 
following  year.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  1806, 
a  catalogue  of  the  plants,  both  native  and  exotic,  which 
had  been  already  collected,  and  which  amounted  to  nearly 
two  thousand,  was  published. 
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On  the  7th  of  November,  1807.  the  lecture  courses 
commenced  and  were  rcgidarly  contiinicd.  An  arrange- 
ment was  entered  into  with  the  Board  of  Examiners  of 
tlie  New  York  Hospital  which  placed  tlie  clinical  material 
of  the  latter  institution  at  the  disposal  of  the  Professor 
of  the  Practice  of  Physic  for  a  course  of  clinical  lectures, 
and  Dr.  McNeven,  who  was  one  of  the  physicians  to  the 
New  York  Almshouse,  was  able  to  give  his  students  the 
benefit  of  the  clinical  matter  to  be  found  in  it.  In  1808 
the  Legislature  gave  a  liberal  appropriation  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  to  ihe  College.  During  1807  there 
were  fifty-three  students  in  attendance,  which  number  i 
creased  in  1808  to  seventy-two. 

The  trustees  availed  them.selves  of  the  Legislature's 
gift  to  enable  them  to  move  into  more  commodious  build- 
ings on  Pearl  Street.  In  the  interval  between  the  session 
of  1807  and  that  of  t8o8.  Dr.  Smith  was  promoted  from 
lecturer  to  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  Dr. 
Mitchell  was  made  Professor  of  Natural  History,  Dr. 
De  Witt,  Professor  of  Chemistry-,  Dr.  McNeven,  Pro- 
fessor of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children,  and  Dr.  Komayne,  Professor  of  the  Institutes 
of  Medicine.  The  session  of  1808  lasted  for  four  months, 
and  the  lectures  were  well  allcnded  by  the  students,  and 
the  different  courses  elicited  unanimous  approbation. 

In  1809  there  were  seventy-three  students,  and  many 
important  improvements  were  made  in  the  equipment  and 
curriculum  of  the  College.  The  various  anatomical  and 
natural  history  miiseuins  received  many  additions.  Dr. 
A.  Bruce  was  elected  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Mineralogy.  The  good  work  of  the  institution  now.  how- 
ever, received  a  serious  check.  Misunderstandings  arose 
between  Dr.  Romaync  and  some  of  the  professors,  as  the 
result  of  which  several  of  the  professors  refused  to  Ice- 
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ture,  and  the  courses  became  so  imperfect  and  curtailed 
that  the  students  fell  off  to  only  about  oiic-third  of  their 
fonner  number.  The  Regents  of  tlic  University  of  New 
York  took  the  matter  up,  and  appointed  a  committee, 
consisting  of  Chief  Justice  Kent,  Judge  Spencer,  and 
Judge  Smith,  to  investigate  the  cause  of  tlie  trouble. 
They  reported  as  follows : 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Regents  of  the  University,  held  pursuant  lo 
adjournment,  in  tlic  Senate  Chamber,  on  the  first  of  April  i8il. 

"The  committee  relative  to  iJie  *taie  of  the  Collcee  of  Phy«iciu» 
and  Surgeons  in  the  city  of  New  York,  report,  that  unforlunaie 
misunderstandings  have  taken  place  hctween  several  profesnori  o( 
the  College,  which  have  already  materially  impeded  ita  operation!, 
and  unlcsii  Aoinethinit  effectual  hv  done  by  ihc  regents,  it  will 
become  degraded  in  the  estimation  of  the  public,  and  its  usefuIneM 
will  be  ineviubly  destroyed.  The  committee  hare  forborne  lo  trace 
and  bring  to  light  the  conduct  of  individuals,  because  in  their  opinion 
it  would  be  both  useless  and  invidious. 

"  Propositions  have  been  made  to  the  committee  to  re-m<>del  the 
instilutioii,  with  a  view  of  reodcring  its  operation  more  simple  and 
introducing  into  it  several  of  the  Professors  of  the  Medical  School 
in  Columbia  College,  and  other  eminent  and  diatinirui<ihed  indi- 
viduals; this  proposition  has  been  viewed  by  the  committee  in  the 
most  favorable  light,  as  it  may  extinguish  the  feuds  existing  among 
the  present  Professors  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeoru. 
and  as  it  will,  in  all  probability,  be  the  mean*  of  uniting  Ibe  two 
schools.  The  latter  appear*  an  object  of  the  first  importance,  m  as 
much  as  it  will  assemble,  in  one  institution,  a  splendid  cnllertion  of 
medical  and  snrgical  talents,  and  as  it  canitot  fail  to  merit  and  receive 
the  patronage  and  encouragrement  of  the  Icf[islaturc. 

"It  is  not  necessary  for  the  eoimnittee  to  attempt  to  displajr  the 
important  advantages  to  the  state  which  a  well  organized  Medical 
School  in  the  city  of  New  York  most  afford,  it*  hospital  and  the 
subjects  famished  by  the  *ute  prison,  without  the  violation  of  law, 
present  a  field  for  the  acquisition  of  medical  and  sorgical  knowledge 
tmrivalled  tn  the  Uofted  States,  and  it  is  only  refpiistte  to  estabBih 
an  instittttinn.  tinder  the  fostering  are  of  the  legislature,  in  which 
shall  be  imited  the  best  talent*,  and  to  secure  these  advantages  to 
the  sate. 

"  Under  these  inprcsaiona,  the  comrotttee  beg  have  to  repon  m 
ahention  of  the  charter  of  the  Collie  of  Physieiiai  and  Sorgeam, 
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aad  to  pFopose  a  new  list  of  officers  and  professors,  which  altera- 
tion is  as  follows,  to  u-il: 

"By  the  Regents  o(  the  University  o£  the  State  o£  New  York. 

"  Whereas  we  liavc  reserved  lo  ourselves  the  right  to  alter  and 
modify  our  ordLCLanccs  for  establishing  a  Coll<%c  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  in  New  York;    therefore, 

"  flir  it  ordainfJ,  Thai  all  the  corporate  rights,  privileges,  powers, 
'snd  immunities  granted  by  us  to  the  said  College  oi  Physicians  and 
Surgeous,  to  the  Trustees  or  AieiTihers  thereof,  shall  hereafter  be 
exclusively  vested  in.  and  exercised  by  the  Trustees  of  the  said 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  to  be  appointed  from  time  to 
lime  by  us  or  our  successors.  Acid  the  said  Trustees  shall  do  and 
perform  all  matters  and  things  which  the  said  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons,  the  Tru-stees  or  Members  thereof,  and  the 
Senatus  Acadcmieus  and  Censors  thereof,  are  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  do  and  perform. 

"And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  President,  Vice-President, 
Profcssorii,  and  Treasurer  of  the  said  CoUcgc,  for  the  time  being, 
and  swch  other  persons  as  we,  or  our  successors,  may  hereafter 
appoint,  shall  be  the  Trustees  of  the  said  College,  provided  the  whole 
number  of  the  said  Trustees  shall  not,  at  any  time,  be  more  than 
twenty- five. 

"And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  President  or  Vice-President, 
or  any  three  of  the  Tru.stces,  shall  have  power,  at  any  time,  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  said  Trustees,  by  giving  at  least  three  days  prc\'ious 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  said  meeting.  And  ti%-e  of 
the  said  Trttstccs  (of  which  the  President,  or  in  his  absence,  the 
Vice-Fresidettt,  shall  be  one)  sliati  be  a  quorum  for  the  transaction 
of  business. 

"And  bt  it  furthfT  ordained,  That  the  Trustees  and  Members 
of  the  said  College,  who  are  not  constituted  Trustees  by  this  sup- 
plementary charter,  shall  be  hereafter  fellows  or  members  thereof, 
and  that  the  Trustees  shall  have  power  to  elect  fellows  as  members 
of  the  said  College,  who  shnlt  at  all  times  have  the  privilege  of 
attending  alt  the  public  lectures  and  other  courses  of  instruction, 
delivered  by  the  Professors  in  the  said  College;  and  who  shall 
also  have  the  privilege  of  visiting  and  inspecting  the  Anatomical 
Museum,  the  Boutiical  Garden,  the  Cabinets  of  Mineralog>'  and 
Natural  History,  and  the  Librarj-  of  the  said  Cnllegc,  under  such 
regulations  as  the  Trustees  shall  prescribe  for  that  purpose. 

"And  bt  it  further  ordaintd.     That  reserving  to  ourtclve$  and 

k*ur  successors,  Regents  of  the  University,  the  power  of  making  such 

MKher  grants  and  ordinanct^s  as  may  be  necessary  or  useful  for  the 

said  College,  we  finnlly  order,  that  this  ordinance  shnll  form  part  of 
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the  charier  of  ihe  said  Collefie  of  Pliysicians  and  Surgeons  in  the 
cit)*  of  New  York,  And  we  do  hereby  revoke  and  annul  such  parts 
of  our  previous  grants  and  ordinances  as  are  contrary  to,  or  incon- 
■ist«nt  with,  the  preKnt  ordinance." 

After  this  reorganizatioti,  on  April  i,  1811,  the  fol- 
lowing faculty  was  elected : 

Dr.  Samuel  Bard,  President. 

Dr.  Benjamin  De  Witt.  Vice-President. 

Dr.  John  Augustine  Smith,  Professor  of  Anatomy, 
Surgery,  and  Physiology. 

Dr.  David  Hosack,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

Dr.  William  James  McNeven,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 

Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell.  Professor  of  Natural  History. 

John  D.  Jaques,  Treasurer. 

Dr.  John  W.  Francis,  Registrar. 

The  Legislature  made  the  trustees  an  annual  gfrant  of 
five  hundred  dollars.  The  first  Commencement  under 
Ihe  new  regitne  was  held  on  the  15th  of  May.  181 1,  when 
the  degree  of  M.D.  was  bestowed  on  eight  graduates. 
Soon  after  this  the  wished-for  union  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  with  Columbia  College  was 
consummated,  and  formally  announced  in  the  following 
circular : 


"  The  union  oi  the  CoUege  of  FJiysicians  and  Surgeons  with  (he 
Faculty  of  Physic  oi  Columbia  College,  so  long  desired  by  the 
friends  of  science,  has  at  k'nglh  most  happi!y  taken  place,  Tn  April. 
1811,  the  honorable  the  Regents  of  the  iinivcrsJtj-  expressly  cndeav- 
ouret]  to  effctt  lbi»  important  object;  fully  impressed,  a?  they  pro- 
fessed themselves  to  be,  '  with  the  advantages  to  the  stale,  which 
a  well  organized  medical  school  in  New  York  must  afford.'  For  this 
purpose  Ihe  Regents  new-modelled  the  school  of  medicine  at  that 
time,  with  a  view  of  iniroducinff  into  it  the  profes.sors  of  the  medical 
school  of  Columbia  College,  and  other  eminent  and  distinguished 
individuals;  that  thus  united  in  one  institution,  the  medical  talents 
of  both  Ktninaries  might  be  a  greater  benefit  to  the  public,  and 
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still   better  entitled  to  the  patronage  and  encouragement  of  the 
leRislalure. 

"  The  following  arrangfiiicnt,  therefore,  has  been  concluded,  and 
will  be  carried  into  operation  al  Ihc  ensuing  session  of  the  College 
of  Physicians  :ini]  SiirgMnH,  which  wilt  commence  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  November  next,  at  their  new  and  spacious  buildings,  recently 
coini>]eted  in  Barclay  streeL 

"  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Wright  Post,  and  Dr. 

John  Augustine  Siiiitli. 
Clinical  Surgery  at  the  New  York  Hospital,  by  Ur.  Post. 
Clinical  Practice  of  Medicine,  at  do.  by  Dr.  William  Hamerstey. 
Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  with  prnciical  illiis- 

tralions  at  the  Lying-in  Hospilal,  by  Ur.  John  C,  Osborn. 
Cbeinislry  nnti  Pharmacy,  l)y  r>r.  Wiltliain  J.  McNcven. 
Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Dr.  James  S.  Stringham. 
The  Principles  and  Praclicc  of  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Valentine  Mott 
Materia  Mcdica,  by  Dr.  John  W.  Francis. 
Natural  History,  including  Botany  and  Mineralogy,  t>y  Dr.  Samuel 

L.  Mitchell. 
Natural  and  Experimental  Philosophy,  by  the  Vice-President  of  the 

College,  Dr.  Benjamin  De  Witt. 

"The  Lectures  on  Anatomy,  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Sur- 
gery, the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  antl  on  Chemistry,  will 
be  delivered  daily,  and  the  other  courses  of  im^trucliun  three  tLEiies 
in  each  week  throughout  ihc  session,  which  will  continue  from  the 
first  Monday  of  November  to  the  first  Monday  en  March, 

"Although  the  moit  liberal  and  exlen.tivc  system  of  medicul  and 
philosophical  instruction  has  thus  been  provided  at  this  institution, 
the  expense  of  cducatioci  to  the  candidate  for  medical  honors  is  not 
incrca.scd  beyond  thai  of  any  other  college  in  the  union:  as  none 
of  the  courses  are  made  indispensably  necessary  for  graduation,  and 
llie  student  is  al  liberty  to  attend  any  cour.sc  or  courses  he  may  think 
proper;  the  professors  insisting  upon  the  attainments  of  the  candi* 
date,  and  not  upon  the  number  of  court.cii;  nor  the  number  of  year* 
he  may  have  attended  at  the  University. 

"  By  order 

"Samitel  B.wu>,  M.D..  President. 
John  W.  Francis,  M.D.,  Registrar." 

The  subsequent  successful  career  of  the  institution  thus 
founded  h  well  known,  and  has  amply  justified  ihc  wis- 
dom and  foresight  of  its  founders. 
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The  Medical   School  of  Harvard  University. 

Han-'ard  College,  the  oldest  of  American  institutions 
of  learning,  was  founded  in  1638  as  a  college  for  the 
education  of  youth  in  arts,  letters,  and  puritanical 
theology,  but  no  effort  was  made  towards  the  founding 
of  a  medical  school  until  many  years  later.  There  seenis 
to  have  been,  however,  from  an  early  date  some  vague 
idea  that  such  estahlishnient  would  be  of  advantage  to 
the  institution. 

On  the  night  of  January  24,  1764.  the  library  building 
of  Harvard  College  was  destroyed  by  fire.  At  tbu  time 
smallpox  was  epidemic  in  Boston,  and  consequently  the 
General  Court  was  holding  its  sittings  in  the  building, 
which  had  been  lent  to  it  by  the  College  authorities. 

Green  "  quotes  from  a  contemporary  account  of  the 
fire,  published  in  Tlu'  Boston  Post-Boy  &•  Advertiser 
for  January  30,  1764,  the  following  item  among  ihe 
losses : 

"A  collection  of  the  most  approved  medical  Authors,  chi«fly 
pre.iml^d  l)Y  Mr.  James,  of  the  island  of  Jamaica;  lo  which  Dr. 
Mead  and  other  Gentlemen  had  made  vcrj*  comidcriible  addilionii; 
AIko  analoniiral  cutt!>  and  two  cnmjilcic  .tkelelon.s  of  different  sexes. 
This  Collection  would  have  been  %cry  serviceable  to  a  Professor  of 
Physic  and  Anatomy,  wlicn  the  revenues  oi  the  Cotleaie  should  h»ve 
been  sufficient  lo  subsist  a  gentleman  in  this  character." 

Dr.  Ezekicl  Hersey  was  a  distinguishetl  practitioner  of 
Hingham,  Massachusetts.  He  graduated  from  Harvard 
in  1728.  and  then  studied  medicine  under  the  notorious 
Dr.  Lawrence  Dalhonde.  of  Boston.  Notwithstanding 
the  lattcr's  violent  opposition  to  inoculation,  his  pupil 
had  the  courage  to  enter  the  first  class  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  having  that  operation  performed  on  them  in 
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Boston.  At  his  death  in  1770  he  bequeathed  one  thmi- 
tand  |X3umIs  to  Harvard,  to  be  used  for  the  found- 
iiijf  of  a  Professorship  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  which 
waH  supple tneiited  by  a  hke  sum  at  the  death  of  his 
widow. 

Dr.  Rzckiel  Hersey's  brother,  Dr.  Abner  Hersey.  a 
very  eccentric  doctor  hut  having  a  large  practice  in  Bam- 
fltithle,  Massachusetts,  at  his  death  in  1787  left  five  hun- 
dred pounds  to  ]x  added  to  the  fund  left  by  his  brother 
and  hi»  sistcr-in-taw. 

Dr.  John  Gumming,  who  during  his  !ife  enjoyed  a 
Itl^  practice  in  Concord,  Massachusetts,  some  years 
before  his  death  received  the  honorary  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts  from  Harvard,  and  at  his  death  in  1788,  no  doubt 
in  gratitude  for  this  favor,  he  left  the  University  five 
hundred  pounds  towards  the  endowment  of  a  medical 
professorship.  William  Ewings.  Esq.,  a  well-known 
citizen  of  Boston,  left,  according  to  Thacher,*^  one  thou- 
sand pounds  for  the  endowment  of  an  additional  pro- 
fessorship. 

All  these  funds  were  consequently  available  at  the  time 
when  it  was  found  feasible  to  open  a  medical  department 
of  the  University. 

The  Hon.  Josiah  Bartlctt^"  mentions  the  fact  that  in 
1771  a  numlier  of  undergraduate  students  at  Harvard 
who  were  interested  in  anatomy  formed  a  society  called 
"The  Anatomical  Society,"  which  held  private  meetings 
for  the  discussion  of  medical  questions,  and  possessed 
tlie  proud  distinction  of  owning  a  skeleton. 

In  1780  a  Continental  army  hospital  was  established 

"  American   Mctlccal    Ri()K'"*pl'y' 

"Hisiorical  Skeich  of  ihe  Progress  of  Medical  Science  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Ma:iKachtiselts  (1S10).  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society's  CoIIeciions.  second  series,  vol.  t.  p.  105. 
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in  Boston,  to  which  Dr.  John  Warren  was  surgeon,  and 
he  conceived  the  idea  of  rendering  the  clinical  inalerial 
useful,  and  also  of  combining  with  this  the  teaching  of 
anatomy.  He  gave  a  series  of  lectures  on  anatomy,  and 
repeated  them  in  the  following  year,  in  which  they  were 
attended  by  such  Harvard  students  as  were  contemplating 
the  study  of  medicine.  These  lectures  attracted  so  much 
attention  and  so  favorably  impressed  those  that  heard 
them  thai  the  Harvard  authorities  invited  him  to  lecture 
at  Cambridge,  and  to  aid  them  in  the  establishment  of  a 
medical  school. 

Dr.  John  Warren  was  a  younger  brother  of  the  so 
greatly  lamented  Dr.  Joseph  Warren,  who  had  died  for 
his  country  at  Btinker  Hill.  He  had  served  as  an  army 
surgeon  throughout  the  war,  and  after  its  close  had 
attained  mucli  eminence  in  Boston.  He  was  very  active 
in  affairs  of  state  as  well  as  in  medicine,  and  no  man 
could  have  been  found  letter  suited  to  perform  the  work 
that  Harvard  called  on  him  to  do.  He  was  possessed 
of  such  indomitable  will-power  and  energy  that  it  is 
related  of  him  that  when  he  was  not  expected  to  recover 
from  a  fever  with  which  he  was  sick  in  1783,  Dr.  Joseph 
Gardiner  said,  "  that  young  man  is  so  determined  to  re- 
cover, that  he  will  .succeed  in  spite  of  his  disease."  It 
was  no  easy  task  for  a  busy  doctor  to  get  through  his 
long  rounds  in  those  days  of  imjierfect  locomotion. 
Thacher  ^'  tells  us  how,  "  in  the  fullness  of  professional 
business  he  [Warren]  daily  passed  over  Charlestown 
ferry  to  Cambridge,  there  not  being  a  bridge  at  that 
time;  and  sometimes,  when  impeded  by  ice,  was  com- 
pelled to  take  the  route  through  Roxbur>*  and  Brookline 
to  Cambridge,  and  to  return  on  the  same  morning,  aftcr- 
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u-ards  himself  performing  the  dissections  anti  giving  a 
lecture  sometimes  tliree  hours  long." 

The  plan  which  Dr.  Warren  drew  wp  was  approved  by 
tliosc  in  charge  of  the  matter,  and  in  r783  the  Harvard 
Medical  Scltool  h^aii  its  long  and  honorable  career.  Dr. 
Warren  was  appointed  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Sur- 
gery. Dr.  .'Xaron  Dexter  was  ai>iH}inte<l  Professor  oi 
Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  and  Dr.  lienjamin 
Waterhouse,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

Of  Dr.  Dexter  not  much  has  descended  to  us.  He 
seems  to  have  been  one  nf  tlinsc  men  who  do  good, 
honest,  hard  work,  and  dying  leave  no  very  permanent 
memorials  of  their  careers.  Dr.  Oliver  Wentlcll 
Holmes  "  has  repeated  for  our  benefit  an  anecdote  which 
he  had  heard  from  one  of  the  professor's  ex-students: 

"'This  experiment,  gtntlcmcn,'  be  is  represented  as  saying,  'is 
one  of  remarkable  brilliancy.  As  I  touch  the  powder  you  see  before 
me  M'ilh  3  drop  cf  this  tltiid.  it  bur»l!>  into  a  sudden  and  briHiaiil 
flame.'  which  it  must  cmphaiically  docs  not  do  as  he  make?  ihe 
coniact.  ■  Gcntlc:iien,'  he  says,  with  a  serene  nnilc.  '  the  experiment 
has  failed;  but  the  principle,  gentlemen.  —  llic  principle,  remains 
firm  as  the  everlasting  hills,'  " 

Dr.  Benjamin  Waterhouse  was  a  very  distinguished 
man  in  Boston  medical  circles.  He  was  the  first  physi- 
cian to  practise  vaccination  in  this  country.  In  July, 
1800,  be  procured  vaccine  virus  from  I^j^iidon  and  vac- 
cinated his  own  chihlren.  He  was  the  only  one  of  the 
three  professors  who  had  received  his  medical  education 
in  Europe.  Possibly  on  this  account  he  possessed  a 
somewhat  pedantic  manner.  Dr.  Holmes  gives  us  the 
following  amnsing  account  of  him  : 


"Address  at  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  Fnundalion 
of  ihe  Medical  School  of  Harvard  University. 
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"  I  ranember  liitn  well,  and  carry  the  scar  of  the  vaccination  h« 
performed  on  me.  His  puwdcred  hair  and  queue,  his  goM-headcd 
cane,  his  niagisteria)  air  and  diction,  were  familiar  to  me  from  my 
boyhood.  Dr.  Waterhonse  had  his  dcpec  from  Lcydcn,  where  he 
wroTe  and  defended  a  thesis  De  Syinpnthitt  Pnrlium  Corfaru 
Huinaui,  ejutqite  in  crf>licandis  et  (urandis  morbis  necessaria  coh- 
sitScratione.  He  had  some  learuinK.  which  he  was  disposed  to  make 
the  most  of,  as  perhaps  we  all  are  if  we  have  it.  and  Laid  himnelE 
open  to  the  playful  sallies  of  the  students  of  his  time,  one  of  whom 
announced  a  couri«  of  Leclurr-H  on  Ondenology,  which  was  sup- 
posed 10  be  3  travesty  of  some  of  his  prelections." 

The  lectures  of  the  professors  were  attended  hy  some 
twenty  students  at  tirst,  "  and  also  by  those  members  of 
tlie  Senior  Class  of  tlie  University  who  obtained  the 
consent  of  their  parents."  The  lectures  were  generally 
two  or  three  hours  long.  They  were  given  at  Cam- 
bridge, in  the  College  buildings,  until  December,  i8io, 
when  the  Medical  School  was  transferred  to  Boston. 
One  subject  was  generally  all  the  aaatoinical  material 
which  could  he.  procured  \n  a  year.  Dr.  Holmes  says, 
in  speaking  of  the  text-books  in  use  at  that  time,— 

*■  Dr.  Waterhousc  would  naturally  refer  his  students  to  the  learned 
Gauhru<(,  Ihc  vuluminou>  Van  Swiclen,  the  illustrimi*  Boerhaavc. 
The  excellent  Dr.  Foihergill  wa-i  his  uncle;  the  immorial  Jenncr  was 
bis  second  creator;  and  tlLcir  names,  with  that  of  Dr.  LeUium,  were 
often  on  his  tips.  Sydenham,  PrinE^le.  and  Cullen  he  (speaks  of  as 
being  in  the  hands  of  all  his  students,  and  his  references  show  a  con- 
sidcrahle  extent  of  readinfc-  The  text-b<K>ka  in  Anatomy  were  prob- 
ably Chcscldcn  and  Monro,  perhaps  Winslow,  and  for  those  who  could 
read  French.  Sabatier.  The  Prufessor  himself  had  the  mai^ificent 
illu.stratcd  work.s  of  Albiniui,  and  of  Haller,  the  plates  of  Cowper 
(stolen  from  Bidloo)  and  others.  The  student  may  have  seen  from 
lime  to  time,  if  he  did  not  own,  the  figure*  of  Eustachius  and  of 
Haller.  Haller's  '  First  Lines  of  Physiology'  were  doiihllc^s  in  the 
hands  of  ino»t  &tudt:nts.  The  works  of  Pott,  of  Sharp,  and.  most  of 
all.  of  John  Hunter,  were  taking  the  place  of  Heistcr  and  the  other 
earlier  authorities. 

"  Snicllic  was  probably  enough  the  favorite  In  his  department. 
What  chemical  text-books  Dr.  Dexter  put  into  the  hands  of  hit 
students  In  17S3  1  will  not  venture  to  conjecture." 


332  THE   HISTORY  OF   MEDIONE 

The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medidzie  was  confemd  in 
1 7R8  on  John  Fleet.  Aocording  to  Thacher.  John 
Holmes  Hall  also  recciii-cd  his  <)^ree  of  M.D.  in  this 
year.  In  1789  thene  were  two  gnKhiates.  Peter  de  Sales 
Latem'ere  and  William  Pearsoo.  In  4790  bat  one  de- 
gree was  confemd.  but  its  redpiesit  was  destined  to 
reflect  great  gionr  on  his  alma  tnatcr,  for  be  was  no  less 
than  the  eminent  Nathan  Smith. 

Medical  Department  of  Dartmouth  College. 
In  1798  the  authorities  of  Dartmouth  College  deter- 
mined tu  establish  a  medical  5choc4  in  connection  with  it. 
Dr.  Nathan  Smith  was  respoosibk  most  largely  for  its 
founding  and  was  for  many  years  its  only  professor, 
and  '*  For  twelve  years  gave  lectures  oa  the  different 
branches  of  medicine,  except  two  courses,  in  which  be 
was  assisted  in  the  department  of  chemistry." 
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CHAPTER    VI. 

THE    MEDICAL    PROFESSION    IN    THE    WAR    FOR    INDEPEN- 
DENCE.^ 

In  Uie  colonial  period  of  our  history  in  every  com- 
munity there  were  three  men  who  stood  forth  pre-emi- 
nently as  representing  the  learning  and  intellect  of  its 
inhabitants.  They  were  the  clergyman,  the  lawyer,  and 
the  physician.  It  is  especially  noteworthy  that  in  the 
War  for  Independence  the  representative  men  of  the 
three  professions  arc  found  to  have  lieen,  with  but  few 
prominent  exceptions,  on  the  side  of  the  colonies. 

In  gathering  the  facts  together  concerning  the  physi- 
cians of  that  stormy  period  and  the  medical  history  of 
tht:  war.  I  have  endeavored  to  present,  as  briefly  as  pos- 
sible, some  slight  sketches  of  the  lives  of  those  who  ren- 
dered them.selves  conspicuous  in  the  struggle,  together 
with  the  history  of  the  organization  and  management 
of  the  hospital  service  of  the  Revolutionary  army.  The 
task  has  been  a  difficult  one,  as  the  materials  for  it  are 
scanty,  but  I  feel  confident  that  it  is  a  field  of  history  as 
inviting  as  it  is  diflicult,  and  fully  worth  all  tlie  effort 
that  can  be  given  to  it.  Not  only  did  the  physicians  of 
that  time  furnish  medical  aid  to  the  patriot  cause,  but 
many  of  them  became  distinguished  by  their  civil  or  mili- 
tary services. 


'Tlie  substance  of  this  chapter  was  published  in  th«  ChartoHt 
Medical  Journal  in  1899,  and  I  am  indebted  to  its  editors  for  per- 
miB.iion  to  republish  it. 
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ti^/iHV  pnoMWifiV  ^  ^  diwiiMioiJ  of  won  sttxdf 

jiwrflii  If^  |f4i^i4ci4n«  to  tfacxr  aoaatfy  in  onzters  apait 
lltcH  ftM»*'ly  pru/csMOoal  duties. 

Amu")|K  l'^  Mi^ncrt  (ff  li>c  Dedtarstion  of 
v,t:  timl  rlw  Mlowmtr  pfaynaai»:  Josfaoa  Banka 


MtfHlffW  'JlKNMoa,  of  N«w  Haasriiiic:  Obvcr  WokoO. 
ft!  CiiflMftkul;   Bcnjunin  Rush,  of  Pamsyh^nia:   aod 

'nu:  fir*i  '>vCTt  acts  of  war  oansrred  in  Massadmsects. 
§/mI  liv  r'^tc  pUycd  by  members  of  the  profcsskn  io  tint 
Sttitmy  in  Uif  rvaH*  leading  np  to  the  battles  of  Coooard 
ittui  I^KJiifft/>n.  duiif^  thoK  cQgagcments.  and  sahat- 
ifltfMI  (>/  Omtt.  IB  memorable. 

TIm  MV>win<  phyBiciafu  were  among  the  members 
ftf  iitt  i'fMvincia]  Ojni(TCM  of  Massachusetts  in  1774 
««'!  (77J,— fianiely,  Joseph  Batchelder,  of  Grafton, 
^itfut»ur  Oiutily ;  Wtlliatn  Ijayli&s,  of  Dighton.  Bris- 
M  Otttnty,  Chtunccy  Brewer,  of  West  Springfield. 
^i  ■•■  ("'Hiiity;    Alexander  Campbell,  of  Oxford, 

y,  'anility:    Benjamin  Church,  of  Boston;   Da- 

V|H  li  Tuuiitini.  Bristol  County:    William  Duns- 

llUfft,  ut  (j»iu«aier,  Worcester  County:  John  Corbet,  of 
1^1  N  '  I..  Suff'/Ik  County;  Isaac  Foster,  of  Charles- 
tn,...  i-WeiH-x  County;  KphraiTnGuiteati.of  New  Marl- 
\piiu\iffii.  Ilvrkiliire  C'ninty:  Jeremiah  Hall,  of  Pem- 
1^1  >  li  County ;  James  Hawse,  of  VVestborou|fh, 

^utit-v"  '    :    SninncI  Holten.  of  Danvers,  Essex 

ilv  I  Janiicson,    of    Mcriden,    Worcester 

»i*vld  Jonc«,  of  Abington.  Plymouth  County; 
J^lnrtp,    I  if    W'lrthinplon.    Hampshire    County; 
IVrhJMi,    tfi    Bridifcwater,    Plymouth   County; 
Vvtirlioit.   "f   Siiringfield,    Hampshire  County: 
n,  iif  Wells,  York  County:  John  Taylor, 
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of  Summerbiirg.  Worcester  County;  Joseph  Warren, 
of  Boston;  William  Whitney,  of  the  towns  of  Egmont 
and  Alfred  in  Berkshire  County. 

Dr.  Joseph  Warren  was  the  most  prominent  and  best 
beluvcd  uf  the  early  martyrs  in  the  conflict.  He  was  bom 
at  Roxbury  in  1741,  graduated  from  Harvard  College 
in  1759,  and  at  once  began  his  medical  studies  under  Dr. 
James  IJoyd.  He  attained  a  ver>'  extensive  practice, 
not  only  because  uf  his  professional  skill,  but  also  by 
means  of  a  large  degree  of  what  wc  would  now  call 
personal  magnetism.  He  was  an  orator  of  no  mean 
ability,  and  was  twice  chosen  orator  of  the  day  on  tlie 
5th  of  March,  on  which  date  the  anniversary  of  the 
Bostun  Massacre  was  celebratwi.  It  was  to  his  vigilance 
that  the  patriots  were  indebted  for  their  knowledge  that 
on  April  19.  1775.  the  British  would  attempt  to  capture 
the  military  stores  which  had  l>een  accumulated  at  Con- 
cord. It  was  he  who  despatched  Paul  Revere  and  other 
messengers  to  arouse  the  minute-men.  and  when  the  fight 
occurred  at  Lexington,  he  shouldered  a  musket  and  was 
in  the  thick  of  it.  On  June  14.  1775,  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  Massachusetts  appointed  him  a  major-general 
of  that  colony's  troops,  at  a  lime  when  he  a]rea<ly  held 
the  office  of  president  of  that  Congress.  He  felt  that  his 
duties  called  him  to  the  field,  and  on  the  15th  of  June 
hastened  to  join  the  Americans  in  their  fight  on  Bunker 
Hill.  He  declined  to  avail  himself  of  his  commission 
to  coiranand  trotips,  but  voluntarily  placed  himself  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Prcscott.  as  he  modestly  said, 
to  learn  the  art  of  war  from  a  more  experienced  soldier. 
He  was  killed  towards  the  end  of  the  day  as  he  was 
leaving  the  breastworks  after  the  retreat  of  almost  all 
of  the  Americans  from  them.  His  loss  was  long  mourned 
by  his  comjiatriots  as  irreparable. 
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Dr.  John  Brooks  was  bora  m  Medford.  Massachusetts, 
in  1 75 J.  After  a  cooMnoo-school  edocatioo  he  was  ap- 
prenticc*!  tv>  Dr.  Stmoo  Tnhs  for  seren  jrears.  As  a 
fcUow-puptI  he  had  the  famoas  Coent  Ruminrd.  It  is 
rriatcd  oi  Bruotcs  thai  while  he  was  serving  his  appren- 
ticeship his  chief  amusement  was  to  form  the  boys  of 
the  village  intvi  militanr  cMmpaiiies  and  drill  them,  thus 
early  maniiesting  an  interest  in  that  science  in  which  he 
later  became  such  an  expert.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
apprenticeship  he  estaWished  hitnself  in  Reading,  Mas- 
sachusetts, but  the  stir  oi  war  was  in  the  air.  The  town 
organized  a  militia  cooqiuiy  and  Ihc  yonng  doctor  was 
given  its  command.  When  the  news  of  the  march  of 
the  Britiiili  on  ConconI  reached  them  the>-  hastened  to 
tlie  scene  of  action,  and  arri>'ed  in  time  to  take  a  hand 
in  the  fig;hting.  Brooks  recei\~ed  a  commission  as  major 
in  the  G>ntinental  army.  In  1777  be  had  attained  the 
rank  of  colonel,  and  as  such  partook  in  the  campaign 
which  resulted  m  the  sorrtnder  of  Bnrgoyne.  He  was 
adjutant -general  at  tiK  battle  of  Monmouth.  After  the 
war  he  resumed  the  practice  of  medicine,  settling  in 
Mediord.  Hut  he  continue<l  to  take  an  active  part  in 
public  affairs,  and  in  1816  he  was  elected  governor  of 
Massachusetts.  He  died  on  the  ist  of  March.  1825.  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three.  It  is  curious  to  note  bow,  even 
when  most  active  in  political  affairs,  he  yet  maintained 
his  eminence  as  a  physician.  In  1808  he  delivered  before 
the  Ma.ssachusetts  Medical  Society  the  annual  address, 
the  subject  being  pneumonia. 

Dr.  William  Elustis  attained  great  eminence  in  civil 
life.  He  was  bom  in  Boston  in  1753,  graduated  from 
Har\ard  College  in  1774,  and  began  the  stndy  of  medi- 
cine under  Dr.  Joseph  Warren.  He  was  appointed  to 
the  position  of  regimental  surgeon  first,  and  later  to  that 
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of  hospital  surgeon,  in  tlie  Continental  army.  It  was 
Dr.  Eiietis  wlio  attended  Mrs.  Aniold  in  the  hysterical 
attack  from  which  she  suffered  on  receipt  of  the  informa- 
tion tliat  her  husband  had  fled  to  the  British  lines.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  settled  in  practice  at  Boston,  hut 
soon  drifted  into  political  life.  In  1787  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  General  Onirt  of  Massachusetts,  in 
1800  he  was  elected  to  Congress.  In  1808  President 
Madison  appointed  him  Secretary  of  War.  In  1815  he 
was  minister  to  Holland.  In  1821  he  was  once  more 
elected  to  Congress,  and  shortly  afterwards  he  succeeded 
another  physician.  Dr.  Brooks,  as  governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts.   He  died  in  1825  in  his  seventy -second  year. 

Yet  another  Massachusetts  physician  who  became 
prominent  in  political  affairs  was  Nathaniel  Freeman. 
He  was  bom  in  1741,  and  studied  medicine  under  Dr. 
Cobb.  Resettled  in  Sandwich.  Massachusetts,  and  while 
attending  to  the  cares  of  a  large  practice  found  lime  to 
read  law.  In  1773  he  became  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Correspondence  and  Safety  of  Sandwich.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Massachuselts  in  1775,  and  appointed  colonel  of  a  militia 
regiment.  In  1776  he  was  made  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  I'leas,  and  thenceforth  until  1789  served  in 
many  public  capacities.  In  1789  he  determined  to  again 
resume  the  practice  uf  medicine,  and  soon  acquired  an 
extensive  practice.  In  1804  he  retired  from  active  pro- 
fessional work,  but  occasionally  saw  patients  down  to  the 
year  of  his  death.    He  died  on  September  20,  1S27. 

Dr.  Josiah  Bartlctt  was  bom  in  .\mesbury,  Massachu- 
setts, in  1729,  but,  after  studying  medicine,  he  removed, 
in  1750,  to  Kingston,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  re- 
mained in  the  ])ractice  of  his  profession  until  the  war 
for  Independence.     Before  the  latter  event  he  had  been 
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colonel  of  a  militia  rejfiment,  and  in  1775  be  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Provincial  Congress  to  the  same  position 
in  one  of  their  r<^mcnts.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  of  1776.  and  in  that  capacity  was  one 
of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  In 
1779  he  was  appointed  a  justice  of  the  Superior  Court, 
and  in  1789  chief  justice.  In  1790  he  was  chosen  presi- 
dent of  the  State  of  Xew  Hampshire,  and  in  1793  became 
its  first  governor.    He  died  on  May  19,  1795. 

.Another  New  Hampshire  physician  of  prominence  in 
civil  life  was  Dr.  Matthew  Thornton.  He  was  boni  in 
Ireland  in  1714,  came  to  Connecticut  with  his  father, 
receiving  in  that  State  his  schiH^I  and  medical  eilucation. 
He  settled  in  practice  at  Londonderry,  New  Hampshire, 
where  he  attained  much  professional  repute  and  was  ap- 
pointed a  justice  of  the  peace  and  colonel  of  militia.  In 
1775  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  New  Hampshire.  He  was  elected  to  the  Continental 
Congress  and  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  In  1776  he  was  appointed  chief  justice 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  later  judge  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  New  Hampshire.  He  was  elected  to 
the  General  Court  and  State  Legislature  of  New  Hamp- 
shire.    He  died  June  24,  1803.  agetl  eighty-nine  years. 

Dr.  Jonathan  .Vrnold.  of  Rhode  Island,  was  a  niemlier 
of  the  Assembly  of  that  State  and  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  He  represented  Rhode  Island  in  the  United 
States  Senate  from  1793  to  1797. 

Dr.  Oliver  Wolcott,  of  Connecticut,  became  one  of 
the  most  eminent  men  of  his  time.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Continental  Congress  for  three  years  and  one  of 
the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  In  1780 
he  was  apiKJintcd  a  major-general  in  the  Continental 
arnjy.    After  the  war  he  became  governor  of  the  State. 
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Dr.  John  Dickinson,  of  Connecticut,  was  a  member  o{ 
the  State  Leg;i!ilature,  and  after  the  war  Judge  of  Uie 
District  Court. 

Ill  Pennsylvania  most  of  the  medical  men  sccni  to 
have  held  fast  lo  their  professional  hne  of  work,  but  there 
were  some  notable  exceptions,  who  either  combined  other 
empIojTTient  with  their  medical  labors,  or  gave  up  the 
latter  to  devote  themselves  to  civil  or  military  matters. 

Among  the  latter  we  may  place  Dr.  Williain  Irvine 
(his  name  was  frequently  written  Irwine),  who  at  ihe 
commencement  of  the  war  had  a  large  practice  in  tlie 
town  of  Carlisle.  He  was  a  niember  of  the  Slate  Con- 
vention in  1774,  and  on  June  10,  1776,  was  commis- 
sioned a  colnnel  in  (he  Cnntlnental  army.  He  later  be- 
came a  brigadier-general.  Uc  was  much  dtsiinguished 
for  his  personal  bravery  and  as  an  able  disciplinarian. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Rush,  whose  career  is  noticed  elsewhere, 
was  a  memlwr  uf  the  Continental  Congress  and  a  signer 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  but  in  tlie  subse- 
quent events  he  placed  himself  where  his  talents  would 
seem  to  have  proved  llicmsclvcs  most  useful, — in  the 
hospital  department  uf  the  army. 

Dr.  William  Shi]>pen,  Sr,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  a 
member  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  J  778,  but  as  he 
was  even  then  .sixty-six  years  old,  he  did  not  subse- 
quently take  any  very  prominent  part  in  public  affairs. 
His  son  William's  services  lo  the  patriot  cause  were 
sufficient,  however,  to  make  it  perfectly  proper  for  the 
old  gentleman  to  rest  on  liis  laurels. 

New  Jersey  furnished  many  physicians  to  the  cause, 
but  dniy  one  had  a  noteworthy  career  in  civil  life.  This 
was  Dr.  John  Bcattic,  who  was  a  native  of  Bucks  County, 
Pennsylvania,  but  received  his  education  and  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  mature  life  in  New  Jersey.    He  gradu- 
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V^irginia  presents  a  madKr  of  phyMUiat  occufciyiug 
public  statkKL     Amo*^  these  we  wwdd  ghe  first  place 
to  the  gallant  Hugh  Mercer,  one  of  Wasfaii^;am*s  most 
intimate  friend*-    He  was  a  tati\K  of  Scndaad.  who  had 
served  as  an  assistant  surgeon  in  the  anny  of  the  un- 
fortunate Prince  Charles  Edward  at  the  haitic  of  Cu^ 
loden  in  1745.    After  the  disastrous  defeat  of  the  prince's 
armv  Dr.  Mercer  had  fled  to  America  and  settled   in 
Virginia.     He  had  been  an  officer  in  the  Virginia  troops 
which  formed  part  of  Braddodc's  expedition,  and  had  on 
that  occasion  lieen  ihrown  much  with  Washington.     He 
had  embraced  the  Revolutionary  cause  with  ardor  and 
had  organized  a  considerable  number  of  troops  in  Vir- 
ginia.    On  the  5th  of  June.  1776,  Congress  appointed 
him  a  brigadier-genera!.     He  did  not  live  long  to  enjoy 
his  position,  as  on  January  3,    1777.  he  was  mortally 
wounded  at  the  latlie  of  Princeton.     He  was  attended 
in  his  last  moments  by  Dr.  Benjamin  Rusk 

Thcodoric  Bland,  of  Virginia,  was  a  delegate  to  the 
first  Conlineinal  Congress,  and  was  again  delegate  to 
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Congress  from  1780  to  1783.  He  raised  a  ca\-a!ry  troop, 
which  he  commanded  in  person,  and  which  reflected  great 
credit  on  his  military  talents. 

Dr.  Arthur  Lee  was  a  physician  in  Williamsburg, 
Virginia.  At  the  Revolution,  however,  lie  went  into 
public  life.  In  1781  he  was  a  member  of  the  State 
Assembly,  and  served  in  Congress  from  1782  to  1783. 
He  subsequently  held  several  appointments  in  the  diplo- 
matic service. 

Dr.  Walter  Jones,  of  Virginia,  studied  medicine  at 
Edinburgh,  graduating  about  the  year  1770.  He  was 
appointed  by  Congress,  on  April  11,  1777,  as  physician- 
general  of  the  Middle  Department  After  the  war  he 
was  returned  to  Congress. 

North  Carolina  boasts  of  three  physicians  who  achieved 
reputation  in  dvil  Hie.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Alexander  gradu- 
ated from  Princeton  College,  practised  medicine  in  Meck- 
lenburg, North  Carolina,  became  a  surgeon  in  tlic  Con- 
tinental army,  and  after  the  war  was  elected  governor 
of  the  State. 

Dr.  Ephraim  Brevard  graduated  from  Princeton  Col- 
lie, studied  medicine,  and  Snally  practised  in  the  town 
of  Charlotte,  North  Carolina.  It  was  Dr.  Brevard  who 
drafted  the  famou-s  Mecklenburg  Resolution,  which 
passed  on  May  20,  1775,  at  a  public  town-meeting  in 
that  place,  proclaiming  much  the  same  principles  as 
those  subsequently  embodied  in  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. He  was  a  surgeon  in  the  Continental  army, 
was  made  prisoner  at  the  capture  of  Charleston  by  the 
British,  and  died  shortly  after  his  release. 

Dr.  Hugh  Williamson  was  bom  in  Pennsylvania,  but 
lived  and  practised  medicine  at  Edenton,  North  Caro- 
lina. He  served  during  the  war  as  surgeon  in  the  North 
Carolina  militia.    He  was  a  member  of  Congress  in  1781 
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and  1782.     He  wrote  a  history  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina. 

South  Carolina  furnishes  two  prominent  names, — Drs. 
David  Ramsay  and  David  Oliphant.    David  Ramsay  was 
a  native  of  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  lie 
was  born  on  April  2.  1749.     He  ^aduated  from  Prince- 
ton in  1765,  and  subsequently  took  up  the  study  of  medi- 
cine in  the  Medical  Department  of  what  is  now  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  but  was  then  the  College  oi 
Philadelphia.     While  studying  medicine  he  became  the^ 
intimate  friend  of  Benjamin  Rush.     He  received  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Medicine  in  1772.     His  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  on  May  11,  1780,  and 
tlie  mandamus  conferring  it  says,  "And  the  Degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  on  David   Ramsay,  now  prisoner 
with  the  enemy."  ^    At  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution 
he  was  practising  medicine  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 
He  served  in  the  militia  of  that  State  as  surgeon,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  from  1776  to  the 
end  of  the  war.     In  1782  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
Congress.     In  1785  he  was  again  elected  to  that  body, 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  President  of  Congress,  John 
Hancock,  he  served  for  one  year  as  presiding  officer. 
In  1785  he  published  his  *'  History  of  the  Revolution  in 
South  Carolina,"  and  in  1790  his  famous  "History  of 
the  American  Revolution."    He  was  the  author  of  many 
other  minor  works,  chiefly  of  an  historical  character.    He 
died  May  8,  1815. 

Dr.  David  Oliphant  was  prominent  as  a  surgeon  in  the! 
hospital  department  of  the  Continental  army.     He  was 
a  member  of  the  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  and  after 
the  war  became  judge  of  the  District  Court. 

*  Carnon's  History  of  the  Medical  DeparUnent  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania. 
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In  the  Revolutionary  annals  of  Georgia  there  are  the 
names  of  three  medical  men  who  deserve  remembrance 
for  the  prominence  of  the  parte  they  sustained  in  the 
struggle  with  the  mother-country. 

Dr.  Noble  Wimberly  Jones  was  bom  in  England  tn 
1723  or  1724.  His  father  was  a  pliysician  who  had 
accompanied  General  Oglethorpe  to  America  when  he 
founded  the  colony  of  Georgia.  It  was  from  him  that 
the  younger  Jones  derived  his  knowledge  of  medicine. 
The  son  took  a  prominent  part  from  the  very  first  in 
the  Revolutionar>'  proceedings.  He  was  Speaker  of  the 
Georgia  Legislature.  When  the  British  captured  Charles- 
ton he  fell  into  their  hands  and  remained  a  prisoner  for 
some  months.  After  his  release,  in  July,  1780,  he  came 
to  Philadelphia,  where  he  practised  medicine  until  17R2. 
He  was  a  member  of  Congress  from  Georgia  from  1780 
to  1782,  when  he  returned  to  Georgia  and  was  chosen 
member  of  the  State  Assembly  and  shortly  afterwards 
its  Speaker.  Subsequently  he  moved  to  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  where  he  practised  medicine  until  1788, 
when  he  returned  to  Savannah,  and  enjoyed  a  large  prac- 
tice in  that  city  until  his  death,  on  January  i,  1805. 

Dr.  Lyman  Hall,  of  Georgia,  was  a  delegate  to  the 
first  Congress  of  the  colonies  at  Philadelphia,  and  serving 
in  the  same  capacity  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence  in  1776.  In  1783  he  was  elected 
governor  of  Georgia. 

Dr.  Nathaniel  Brownsoh,  of  Georgia,  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Continental  Congress  of  1776.  He  .served 
as  a  surgeon  in  the  Continental  army.  After  the  war 
he  became  a  member  of  the  Georgia  Stale  Legislature, 
and  later  was  elected  governor  of  the  State. 

At  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  colonists  the  latter  possessed  no  regularly  or- 
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gamzed  army,  and  of  course  had  no  system  for  the  care 
o£  such  uf  their  nunil>er  as  might  Iw  wounded  or  become 
sick,  bill  there  was  no  lack  of  voluntary  medical  aid  and 
surgical  assistance  rendered  by  the  profession  to  the 
earlier  sufferers  in  their  country's  cause. 

There  were  nine  patriotic  ph>'sician-<;  who  furnished 
voluntary  succor  to  those  wounded  in  the  fights  at  Lex- 
ington and  Concord, — ^viz.,  Drs.  William  Aspinwall, 
Johu  Brooks,  John  Cumming,  William  Dexter,  Eliphalet 
Downer,  Timothy  Minot,  Oliver  Prescott,  Joseph  War- 
ren, and  Thomas  Welch. 

Almost  all  of  these  men  were  of  the  highest  profes- 
sional standing.  Dr.  Aspinwall  is  said  to  have  acquired 
more  skill  and  celebrity  in  the  treatment  of  smallpox 
than  any  other  physician  of  his  time  in  New  England. 
In  the  days  before  the  discovery  of  vaccination,  when 
it  was  the  cu.stom  to  inoculate  for  smallpox,  he  had  the 
reputation  of  having  performed  the  operation  more  often 
tlian  any  one  else.  He  had  a  private  hospital  for  that 
purjjose  in  Brookline.  Massachusetts.     Thacher  says, — 

"  He  continued  in  the  successful  treatment  of  this  discA^  (by 
thin  mrltiodj  till  the  general  introduction  of  vaccine  inoculation. 
He  hnd  made  ample  accommodation  for  enlarged  practice,  and  estab- 
liKlied  wliut  niiuin  lave  been  justly  deemed  a  mrt:  fuuadaiiun  fur 
pro^ierity.  when  vaccine  was  first  introduced.  He  well  knew  that 
if  vaccination  possessed  the  virtues  ascribed  to  it.  his  schemes  of 
fortune  am!  usefuinc.t^  arising  from  inoculation  at  hi^  hospital  were 
ruined,  thai  he  should  be  involved  in  loss  and  his  anticipations  of 
fortune  would  be  bhisted.  But  a&  an  lione&t  man  and  faithful  physi- 
cian, he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  inquire  into  the  efficacy  of  the  nove] 
Riib«iiiiite.  With  the  iilmost  alacrity,  therefore,  he  gave  the  expcri- 
mrnt  a  fair  trial,  promptly  acknowledged  its  efficacy,  and  relinquished 
hii  own  establishment." 


Drs.  John  Brooks  and  Joseph  Warren  we  have  already 
noticed. 
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Dr.  John  Gumming  was  a  colonel  in  the  colonial  militia 
and  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  but  it  is  sad 
to  record  that  he  was  possessed  of  such  a  faint  heart  that, 
owing  to  their  lack  of  military  resources,  he  became  con- 
vinced the  colonists  would  not  succeed  in  Uirowing  off 
the  yoke  of  Great  Britain,  and  consequently  be  resigned 
his  positions  and  retired  into  private  life  soon  after  the 
conflict  raged.  However,  this  course  did  not  seem  to  have 
prevented  his  subsequently  acquiring  a  very  large  practice 
and  leading  a  highly  successful  professional  life. 

Dr.  Oliver  Prescott,  Jr.,  was  extremely  active  in  ad- 
vancing the  patriot  cause  from  an  early  date.  He  was 
a  niernher  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts 
and  became  a  major-gcncral  of  the  militia  of  the  colony. 

Dr.  Elipbalet  Downer  practised  medicine  in  Koxbury, 
Massachusetts;  he  became  a  regimental  surgeon  in  the 
Continental  army,  and  subsequently  was  surgeon  to  the 
cutter  "  Dolphin." 

Dr.  Thomas  Welch  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1772. 
and  was  later  surgeon  to  the  Twenty- seventh  Continental 
Regiment. 

Dr.  William  Ward  continued  in  the  Contineutal  army, 
first  as  surgeon's  mate,  in  which  capacity  he  served  at 
Bunker  Hill,  afterwards  as  surgeon. 

Dr.  Timothy  Minot  graduated  at  Harvard  in  the  class 
of  1747.  He  practised  medicine  in  Concord,  Massachu- 
setts, and  was  highly  successful. 

Dr.  William  Dexter  was  bom  on  April  17,  1755.  He 
studied  medicine  under  Dr.  Flint,  of  Shrewsbury,  Mas- 
sachusetts.  He  continued  in  the  medical  department  until 
the  end  of  the  war. 

The  Ainerican  soldiers  who  were  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill  were  removed  to  the  northern  and  west- 
em  sides  of  the  hill,  where  ihey  received  surgical  attcn- 
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tion  from  the  surgeons  accompanying  the  army.  Froth- 
ingham^  mentions  the  following  surgeons  as  attached 
to  regiments  engaged  in  that  action, — namely,  David 
Jones,  surgeon  of  Colonel  Samuel  Gerrish's  Massachu- 
setts regiment;  Obadiah  Williams,  surgeon  of  Colonel 
John  Stark's  New  Hampshire  regiment;  Ezra  Green, 
surgeon  of  Colonel  James  Reed's  regiment;  Thomas 
Kittredgc,  surgeon  of  Colonel  James  Frye's  regiment. 
Lieu  tenant- Colonel  James  Bricket,  of  Colonel  Frye's 
regiment,  was  a  physician  and  seems  to  have  served  in 
a  medical  rather  than  a  military  character. 

The  following  physicians  were  also  present  at  Bunker 
Hill,  either  in  a  professional  or  military  capacity: 

Dr.  Elijah  Adams  was  surgeon's  mate  in  Israel  Put- 
nam's regiment. 

Dr.  Jacob  Bacon  was  surgeon's  mate  in  Colonel  Scam- 
mel's  regiment. 

Dr.  Saiiniel  Blanchard  served  in  the  ranks  of  the 
militia.  On  July  5,  1775,  he  was  api»inted  surgeon's 
mate  in  Colonel  Gerrish's  regiment. 

Dr.  John  Crocker  was  present  at  the  battle,  though  in 
just  what  capacity  I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain.  On 
July  g.  1775,  he  was  appointed  surgeon  to  Colonel  Scam- 
mcl's  regiment. 

Dr.  William  Dexter  vja&  surgeon's  mate  in  Colonel 
Ward's  regiment. 

Dr.  Eliphalet  Downer  was  present  as  a  surgeon. 

Dr.  Edward  Durant  was  present  in  the  same  capacity. 
On  July  5,  1775.  he  was  appointed  surgeon  to  Colonel 
Mansfield's  regiment. 

Dr.  John  Hart  was  surgeon's  mate  of  Colonel  Pres- 
fx>tt's  regiment 
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Dr.  Martin  Herrick  served  in  the  ranks  at  Bunker  Hill. 
He  was  appointed  surgeon's  mate  in  Colonel  David 
Hitchcock's  regiment  in  1776,  serving  until  the  end  of 
that  year.  J^le  was  in  the  army  again  in  1777.  In  1778 
he  was  surgeon  to  the  ship  "Tyrannicide."  In  1781 
he  was  captured  by  the  English.  He  was  at  one  time 
assistant  surgeon  to  Dr.  John  Brooks,  He  died  at  Read- 
ing, July  25,  1820,  aged  seventy-four  years. 

Dr.  Walter  Hastings  was  present  as  a  surgeon.  On 
July  5.  1775,  he  was  appointed  a  surgeon  in  the  army. 
He  served  in  that  capacity  in  Colonel  liridgc's  r^- 
ment. 

Dr.  Harris  Clay  Fridges  served  as  a  surgeon.  On  July 
5,  1775.  he  was  appointed  surgeon's  mate  in  Colonel  John 
Mansfic)d*s  regiment. 

Dr.  Isaac  Kurd  was  present,  though  in  what  capacity 
I  do  not  know.  He  was  appointed  a  surgeon  tn  the 
Massachusetts  militia  in  June,  1777. 

Dr.  Aaron  Putnam  was  present,  probably  profession- 
ally. On  July  5.  1775,  he  was  appointed  surgeon's  mate 
in  Colonel  James  Fryc's  regiment.  On  January  r,  1776, 
he  was  surgeon's  mate  of  Colonel  Baldwin's  (Twenty- 
sixth)  regiment. 

Dr.  David  Shepard  was  surgeon  to  Colonel  Dantelson's 
regiment.  In  1777  he  was  in  Lieutenant- Colonel  Rohin- 
son's  (Third)  regiment. 

Dr.  Isaac  Spofford  was  surgeon  of  Colonel  Nixon's 
regiment. 

Dr.  William  Vinal  was  surgeon's  mate  in  Colonel 
Gardiner's  regiment. 

Dr.  Abraham  W^atson  was  present  as  a  surgeon.  On 
July  5,  1775,  he  was  appointed  surgeon  of  Colonel  Gardi- 
ner's regiment. 

Dr.  Levi  Willard  was  present  as  surgeon.    On  July  5, 


248 


THE  HISTORY  OF   MEDIONE 


1775,  he  was  appointed  surgeon  of  Colonel  Reed's  regi- 
ment. 

Dr.  Joseph  Warren  fell  fighting  as  a  soldier.  His 
brother,  Dr.  John  Warren,  was  not  present  at  the  fight, 
hut  came  to  the  hattle-field  after  it  was  over  to  search  for 
his  brother,  and  in  attempting  to  pass  the  lines  was 
wounded  with  a  bayonet  by  a  sentry. 

Other  surgeons  who  attended  the  wounded  at  the 
battle  were  William  Eustis,  David  Townsend.  and  Samuel 
Tenny. 

After  the  battle  and  subsequently  to  the  various  fights 
about  Boston  the  wounded  were  removed  to  houses, 
which  were  converted  into  temporary  hospitals,  in 
Charlestown,  Watcrtown,  Roxbury,  and  Cambridge.  In 
Edward  Warren's  *"  Life  of  John  Warren"  there  is  a 
letter  from  the  latter  to  John  Hancock,  dated  October 
9,  1775.  which  presents  so  interesting  a  picture  of  the 
difficulties  besetting  the  surgeons  at  that  time  that  I 
insert  it  almost  in  full. 

Warren  had  been  surgeon  to  Colonel  Timothy  Picker- 
ing's regiment,  but,  wlien  only  twenty-two  years  old,  he 
was  made  senior  surgt-on  ot  tlie  hospitals  at  Cambridge. 
James  Thacher  was  his  surgeon's  mate,  and  said  of 
him,  "  This  gentleman  has  accjiiired  a  great  reputation  in 
his  profession,  and  is  distinguished  for  his  humanity  and 
attention  to  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  and  for  his 
humane  disposition." 

Warren  wrote, — 

"Sir, — At  the  request  of  a  numlicr  of  gentlemen  employed  in 
ihc  American  hospital  at  Cambridge,  I  have  been  prevailed  upon, 
though  1  cannot  boa&t  the  honoi:  uf  a  personal  acquaintance  with 
you,  to  assume  ihe  frccdoni  uf  representing  to  your  honor,  as  Presi- 
dent of  ilie  grand  Q>ngress  of  the  United  Colonies,  some  incon- 
veniences under  which  we  labor;  and  I  do  it  with  the  greater  con- 
fidence, when  I  reflect  npon  the  incim&cy  of  that  friendship  which 
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I  know  subsisted  between  you  and  *  person  whose  fall  I  have  pecu- 
liar cause  to  mourn.  Though  I  most  §cti5ibly  feel  the  complicated 
lo!>b  vi  a  friend,  a  pairun,  and  a  bruther,  yet  I  mean  not  to  avail 
myself  of  any  advantagcH  which  might  result  from  my  near  connec- 
tion with  him,  in  my  present  application.  .  .  .  Dr.  Foster  is  ap- 
pointed temporary  Director  of  the  hospitals,  and  the  care  which  in 
con<>cqucncc  devolves  upon  him  renders  him  incapable  of  attention 
lo  ilie  bu:}ine»»,  which,  as  1  have  the  honor  to  be  next  on  the  eslab- 
lishmcnt,  I  am  requested  to  perform.  The  suspension  of  the  late 
Director  from  hi*  stJition,  ha*  pm  us  into  great  confusion,  hy  reason 
of  our  not  being  abic  to  acquaint  our.sclvcs  with  the  particulars  of 
the  institution.  We  cannot  obtain  any  information  frvm  him,  We 
have  been  for  -some  lime  past  expecting  warrants  from  the  Cva- 
lincntal  Congress,  but  have  not  yet  received  ihcm.  We  should  be 
extremely  grstificd  hy  havins:  them  expedited  to  us,  or  some  direc- 
tions which  might  remedy  the  inconveniences  we  experience  from 
the  fluctuating  state  we  arc  at  prtrsrni  in.  The  gentleman  abov« 
referred  to  informed  us  that  he  wa.s  about  to  write  to  the  Congress, 
recommending  an  additional  appointment  of  two  to  the  present  nam- 
bcr  of  surgeons,  four  only  being  already  .ippr.imed,  by  which  means 
it  happens  that  two  gentlemen  at  present  officiate  as  chief  surgeons 
at  Roxbury,  under  an  uncertainty  with  regard  to  their  continuance, 
and  are  very  importunate  cither  to  be  confirmed  or  receive  a  dis- 
mission. There  arc  four  houses  here,  appropriated  to  the  purpose 
of  receiving  the  sick  and  wounded  in  Cambridge,  by  the  name*  of 
the  Washington,  Putnam,  Lee,  and  Convalescent  [iospilals,  all  of 
which  contain,  at  present,  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  patients, 
being  all  the  sick  of  the  army  in  Cambridge,  excepting  .such  as 
are  so  slightly  ill  as  lo  be  attended  with  convenience  in  camp.  The 
number  is  rather  upon  the  decrease,  and  but  a  small  number  have 
hitherto  died.  Three  houses  are  improved  for  the  same  purpose 
at  Roxbury;  the  number  of  sick  and  wounded  I  cannot  ascertain. 
Those  surgeons  who  are  already  appointed  are  stationed  in  the 
several  houses  in  Cambridge;  the  two  who  stand  candidates  attend 
to  those  al  Roxbiiry.  We  cannot  obtain  information  whether  the 
appointments  are  to  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Congress,  or  whether 
the  Director  wa.i  invested  with  a  discretionary  power  to  make  them, 
without  a  necessity  of  their  being  ratified  by  any  other  authority. 
The  only  person  here  from  whom  we  could  expect  an  answer  to 
our  queries  is  secluded  from  the  whole  world,  and  no  person  is 
admitted  to  an  interview  with  him.  Another  article,  to  which,  H 
t  am  not  loo  tedious,  ]  would  beg  your  attention,  is  our  deficiency 
with  regard  to  medicines.  We  ar«  already  destitute  of  a  number 
of  capital  articles,  and  I  fear  the  difficuhy,  perhaps  the  impradica- 
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bilUy  of  importing  a  iiiffidcncy,  will  inercaie  the  scarrity.  ...  A 
variclj-  of  article*,  the  natives  of  thi*  country,  might  be  mentioned 
which  are  indued  with  the  most  active  qualities:  suffice  to  mention 
one.  The  bark  of  the  willow  root  has  been  found  of  laic  (snd  I 
have  repeatedly  experienced  it)  to  answer  many  intentions  of  the 
Peruvian  hark,  one  of  tlie  most  important  article*  in  the  whole 
materia  medica;  of  which  the  demand  has.  of  late,  been  so  great, 
ibst  it  has  got  to  be  one  of  the  most  expensive  medicines.  ...  If 
your  honor  can  attend  to  the  care  of  transmitting  the  regulatioas 
for  the  hospitals  to  us  at  Cambridge  afetdily,  it  will  greatly  con- 
duce to  the  benefit  of  the  public.  In  the  interim,  I  am  your  honor's 
most  obedient  and  humble  servant 

"JOHK    WaRSEN. 

'■  HoM.  John  Hakoock.  Esq" 

Very  shortly  after  this  Dr.  Warren  was  appointed 
director- general  of  the  hospital. 

It  became  necessary  later  in  the  history  of  the  camp 
about  Boston  to  provide  a  special  hospital  for  the  accom- 
modation of  a  number  of  smallpox  patients,  that  disease 
having  apijeared  among  the  soldiers.  On  June  27,  1775, 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts  ordered  such 
a  hospital  to  be  opened. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  sick  and  wounded  in  the 
army  besieging  Boston,  and  the  establishment  of  the 
hospitals  in  the  camp,  pointed  to  the  urgent  necessity  tor 
the  proper  organization  of  a  medical  department  com- 
petent tu  attend  to  the  army's  wants.  In  the  early  days 
of  the  siege  each  regiment  that  came  to  camp  brought  with 
it  as  surgeon  whomsoever  the  coEonel  saw  fit  to  appoint, 
and  in  some  instances  the  colonels  seem  to  have  judged 
that  a  surgeon  would  be  a  useless  incumbrance  and  not 
to  have  appointed  one  at  all.  There  were  no  definite 
regulations  as  lo  what  class  of  cases  should  remain  for 
treatment  in  regimental  hospitals  and  which  should  be 
sent  to  the  general  hospital.  Tlie  surgeons  were  without 
any  definite  authority,  absolutely  destitute  of  any  medical 
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or  surgical  supplies,  except  those  provided  by  private 
means,  and  in  many  cases  as  ignorant  and  ill-educated 
men  as  could  well  have  been  found.  The  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  Massachusetts  endeavored  to  remedy  these  con- 
ditions at  an  early  date.  On  May  8,  1775,  they  apjKjintcd 
a  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Church,  Holten,  Taylor, 
and  Dinsmore,  subsequently  adding  the  names  of  Whiting 
and  Bayliss,  "  to  examine  such  persons  who  are  or  may 
be  recommended  as  surgeons  for  the  army  now  forming 
in  the  Colony."  On  June  16  they  added  Drs.  Hall  and 
Jones  to  the  conunitlee,  its  duties  having  increased  so  as 
to  exceed  the  capacities  of  the  original  members  to  actend 
to  them  properly.  On  June  r8,  1775.  Drs.  Church,  Tay- 
lor, and  Whiting  were  appointed  a  committee  to  "con- 
sider what  method  is  proper  to  be  taken  to  supply  the 
hospitals  with  surgeons,"  and  also  to  report  on  the  neces- 
sary equipment  for  the  establishment  of  hospitals  for  the 
troops. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  three  days  later,  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  Massadiusetts  regiments  were  ordered  to 
present  to  this  committee  the  names  of  the  medical  men 
who  were  desirous  of  serving  as  surgeons  or  surgeon's 
mates  in  their  respective  commands,  and  to  cause  these 
gentlemen  to  present  themselves  before  the  committee  for 
examination  as  to  their  qualifications  for  the  positions. 

James  Thacher*  has  left  us  an  interesting  account  of 
the  manner  in  which  he  received  his  first  appointment  in 
the  medical  department  of  the  Revolutionary  army.  In 
■775  lie  had  just  completed  his  medical  studies  under 
Dr.  Hersey,  of  Barnstable,  Massachusetts,  and  lie  solicited 
an  appointment  in  the  hospital  at  Cambridge.  A  medical 
board  consisting  of  L>rs.   llolten  and  Taylor  had  been 
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appointed  to  examine  the  candidates,  and  on  the  day  fixed 
for  that  purpose  he  appeared  before  theni. 

"  On  the  day  appointed  the  medical  candidates,  sixteen  in  num- 
ber, were  summoned  before  the  board  for  examination.  This  busi- 
ness occupied  about  four  hours;  (he  ftubjecCii  were  anatomy,  phy>i> 
ology,  surgery,  and  medicine.  It  was  not  long  after  that  1  was 
happily  relieved  from  susi>cnse,  by  rcccivinti;  the  sanction  and 
Acceptance  of  the  board,  with  some  acceptable  insiniclions  relative 
to  the  faithful  discharge  of  duty,  and  the  humane  treatment  oF 
thos,e  soldier!'  who  may  have  the  minforiutic  to  re«|U!re  my  awiit- 
ancc.  Six  of  our  number  were  privately  rejected  as  being  found 
unqualified.  The  examination  was  in  a  coniiiderablc  degree  close 
and  severe,  which  occasioned  not  a  little  agitation  in  our  ranks. 
But  it  was  on  another  occasion,  as  1  am  told,  that  a  candidate  under 
examination  wn»  2Ktta.trd  into  a  ^tute  of  per. <]ki ration,  and  being 
required  to  describe  the  mode  of  treatment  in  rheumatism,  among 
other  remedies  he  would  promote  a  sweat,  and  being  askt-d  how  he 
would  eflect  this  with  his  patient,  after  some  hesitation  he  replied. 
'1  would  have  him  examined  fay  a  medical  committee.' " 

Dr.  Lemuel  Hayward  wrote  to  Dr.  Edward  Warren 
concerning  these  examinations  as  follow.';: 

"  Sir, — Dr.  Morgan  politely  invited  me  to  assist  in  the  examina- 
tion of  the  males,  but  as  Dr.  Aspinwal]  is  sick,  'tis  impossible. 
Must,  therefore,  beg  you  to  use  the  greatest  candor  toward'*  the 
gentlemen  that  wail  on  you  today.  They  have  both  attended  the 
hospiinl  wi(h  the  greatest  fidelity,  nncl  a*  to  their  abilities  !  submit 
10  you,  bul  1  presume  you  will  find  chein  equnl  to  their  place  I 
was  going  to  ask  you  to  propose  questions  to  them  in  such  a  manner 
that  they  may  not  be  daunted,  but  I  am  too  well  acquainted  with 
your  di. '•posit ion,  not  to  expect  everything  that  I  can  wish." 

AH  which  tend  to  show  us  that  the  examinations  were 
sufficiently  rigorous  in  character  to  maintain  a  high 
standard  in  (lie  medica]  corps  of  tltc  Massachii.setts  troops. 
In  the  other  colonics,  however,  medical  appointments 
seem  to  have  heen  made  in  a  most  haphazard  manner, 
without  any  regular  system  whatever,  I  tran.scrihc  a 
curious  petition  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York 
for  a  medical  position.    There  were  many  similar  to  this 
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presented,  and  in  a  great  number  of  instances  the  appli* 
cant  seems  to  have  been  appointed  solely  on  tlic  strength 
of  his  petition : 

"JoHIt     HaMMELL     to     the     pBOVlXaAL     COXCRUS.     GCKTLSMUt: 

Having  served  an  appreoliccship  of  seven  years  to  Enslebcrt  Kem- 
mena,  praciiuoner  of  ph)-»ic  and  surgeon  to  the  city  o(  New  York ; 
in  which  capacity  being  desirous  of  joininit  the  force*  now  raining 
in  thid  Prxnince  lor  the  maintenance  of  our  rights  and  privitcgOt 
beg  leave  to  lay  myself  before  the  Honorable  House  for  Il«  appro- 
bation a  Rccommcndaiton  of  my  character,  and  abilities,  which  de- 
sirous  to  support,  I  have  here  enclosed,  wishing  to  have  Ihc  homMir 
of  being  your  humble  servant 

"JoHK    MaHHRU- 

"New  York,  Tuesday  afternoon.  4tfa  July,  1775. 

"John  Hamniell,  of  the  city  of  New  York.  hiiviiiK  Htinlied  Phytick 
and  Surgery  by  me  with  Ihc  strictest  attention  full  (even  year*, 
during  which  lime  be  hath  conducted  himself  with  the  grcaleil 
honesty,  and  sobriety,  and  convinced  of  his  being  capa1il«  nf  prac- 
tising, do  commend  him  I0  any  person  that  may  occuiion  u»«iRlailc« 
of  the  faculty. 

"ENtilJaKM   KkMMINAi 

"  New  Yobk,  July  3rd.  1775." 

No  other  colony  seems  to  have  attached  Ilie  »iiiiu'  tU- 
gtet  of  importance  to  this  intricate  sulijccl  att  ManrtQ- 
chtisctts.  In  most  otlier  instanctjs  tlic  incilical  fnrc  of 
the  soldiers  seems  to  have  been  regarded  .1*  a  mtbiiidiary 
matter,  and  it  was  not  until  the  Oin^riMA  of  tlir  tfnileil 
States  took  up  the  subject  and  pr<jmiilKatc<l  n  net  of  utii- 
form  regulations  for  the  medical  wrvicc  that  in  ninny 
States  any  organization  at  all  hatl  Iwcn  cfTecteit. 

On  June  22  the  Massaclmsetts   Provincial  Congrgg* 

resolved, — 

'Thai  {the  colonelsl  in  the  MaiMchuun*  army  Iw,  ind  llity  ir« 
hereby  directed  to  mfMm  Ihc  cii«imtlie<-  ap{M>iiiicd  hy  Congtm  Irr 
examine  the  wrgcon*  of  «id  army,  wh'wii  Ibsy  rrc^mmmd  tut 
■arseooa  and  totgeou't  ntam  n(  their  re«p«ciivp  rvglnwni*,  and 
Mod  tben  to  taid  eonm^tee  fur  caaminaii/m  wlihfiiil  delay  cRMfM 
audi  •»  have  been  cxaanoed." 
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On  June  28,  1775,  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massa- 
chusetts voted,  "  (hat  there  shall  be  two  surgeons  and 
two  mates  appointed  for  each  hospital  and  commissioned 
accordingly."  The  pay  of  the  surgeons  was  fixed  at  eight 
pounds  a  month,  and  each  mate  was  to  receive  four 
pounds  ten  shillings  a  month. 

On  June  28,  1775,  the  following  was  adopted  as  the 
form  of  commission  for  surgeons  in  the  Massachusetts 
troops: 

"The  CoNc;itE!is  op  thk  Massachusetts  Bay,  To  A-  B,  Greet- 
ing:— Being  informed  of  your  skill  in  surgery,  and  reposing  special 
trust  and  confidence  in  your  ability  and  good  conduct,  we  do  by 
these  presents  constitute  and  appoint  you,  the  said  A.  B.,  to  be 

surgeon  of  the  regiment  on  foot,  whereof  is  Colonel,  raised 

by  the  Congress  aforesaid,  for  the  defence  of  said  Colony.  You 
arc,  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently  to  diicliarge  the  duly  of  a 
surgeon  to  the  said  regiment,  in  all  things  apcrtaining  thereunto, 
observing  such  orders  and  instructions  as  you  ^hall  from  time  to 
time  receive  from  the  colonel  of  said  regiment,  according  to  mili- 
tary rules  and  discipline  established  by  said  Congress,  or  any  of 
your  superior  ofiicera,  for  which  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  war- 
rant" 

The  Provincial  Congress  and  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Massachusetts  also  grappled  vigorously  the  question  of 
medical  suijplies  for  the  army.    On  May  13,  1775, 

"  The  Committee  of  Safety  voted,  that  General  Thomas  be  de- 
sired lu  deal  out  medicine  to  such  persons  as  he  &hall  think  proper, 
for  the  use  of  the  sick  soldiers  at  Roxbury,  until  the  surgeons  for 
the  respective  regiments  are  rc^larl;  appointed." 

On  the  following  day  they  empowered  Andrew  Craigie, 
commissary  of  medical  stores,  to  impress  bedding  and 
other  necessaries  for  the  sick. 

On  June  12,  1775,  tlie  Provincial  Congress  appointed 
Drs.  Whiting  and  Taylor  and  Mr.  Parks  a  committee  to 
report  on  the  best  method  of  supplying  the  surgeons  with 
medical  stores.    They  reported, — 
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"  that  whereas  it  appears  that  there  is  not  a»  yet  a  sufficient  number 
of  medicine  chcsU  [>rovidcd  to  furnish  e&ch  regiment  with  a  distinct 
chest;  and  whereas  the  Committee  of  Supplies  arc  making  provi- 
sion for  supplyiitR  each  regiment  with  sudi  medicine  chests  as  soon 
as  posfiihle:  therefore.  Resolved,  that  the  Committee  of  SuppHcs  be, 
and  are  hereby  directed  immediately  to  furniiih  the  surgeons  of  the 
Firit  Regiment  at  Roxbury,  each  of  thcin  with  a  medicine  choit 
for  the  present,  and  that  all  other  surgeons  in  the  army  at  Cam- 
bridge and  Rojcbury  have  free  recourse  to  the  said  chests,  and  be 
supplied  from  them  from  lime  In  lime  as  they  shall  find  occasion, 
until  more  ample  provision  shall  be  made  for  them,  all  of  which 
is  humbly  submitted." 

The  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts  appointed 
a  committee  to  report  on  the  niefhod  of  disposal  of  the 
sick  and  wounded  in  the  camp.  On  July  i  they  reported 
as  follows: 

"  The  committee  appointed  to  devise  means  for  the  belter  accom- 
modation of  the  nick  and  wounded  of  the  army  reported.  The 
report  was  read  and  is  a^  follows,  vi^:  In  order  that  all  the  sick 
and  wounded  be  provided  and  taken  care  of,  in  the  best  way  and 
manner  possible.  Resolved,  and  it  is  hereby  Ordfrrd.  That  when 
any  person  in  the  army  is  so  ill,  cither  by  a  wound  or  otherwise, 
that  the  surgeon  of  said  reRiment  to  which  the  sick  or  wounded 
man  belongs,  finds  the  Kick  or  wounded  as  aforesaid  cannot  be 
properly  taken  care  of  in  the  regiment  to  which  he  belongs,  the 
said  lurKcon  nhall  iteinl  the  sick  or  wounded  as  above  said,  to  the 
hospital  provided  tor  the  use  of  the  camps  to  which  they  belong, 
aad  a  cenificaic  of  the  man's  name  and  the  company  and  regiment 
to  which  he  belongs;  and  in  that  case  the  surgeon  of  said  hos- 
pital shall  receive  said  wounded  or  sick  under  his  care,  and  in 
case  laid  hospital  shall  become  too  full,  in  that  case  the  surgeon 
of  said  hospital  shall  send  such  of  his  patients  as  may  be  with 
safety  removed,  lo  the  hospital  in  Watertown,  and  a  certificate 
setting  forth  the  man's  name,  what  company  and  regiment  each 
belongs  to.  and  in  thai  case  the  surgenn  nf  tlie  Watertown  hospital 
ahall  receive  said  »ick  and  wounded  under  bis  care." 


The  first  action  of  the  Continental  Conj^fress  in  the 
direction  of  organizing  a  medical  department  for  the 
Continental  army  was  taken  on  July  17,  1775,  when  a 
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committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Mr.  Paine,  of 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Lewis,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton,  of  South  Carolina,  to  report  on  the  most  suitable 
plan  for  the  organization  of  a  general  hospital  ser\'ice 
in  the  Continental  army.  It  was  at  that  time  the  aisiom 
to  designate  the  medical  department  of  the  army  as  the 
"  Hospital,"  and  this  use  of  the  terra  has  given  rise  to 
considerable  confusion.  Later,  as  we  shall  see,  the  medi- 
cal department  was  divided  into  the  hospital  (sometimes 
called  ihe  general  hospital)  and  the  regimental  scr\'ice, 
and  surgeons  were  spoken  of  as  hospital  surgeons  or  as 
regimental  surgeons. 

On  July  27,  1775,  Congress  passed  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

"  Resolved,  that  for  the  establishment  of  an  Hospital  for  an  armjr. 
cnnsi-iting  of  20,000  men,  th«  fnllowing  otfkcrs  and  other  attend* 
ants  be  appointed,  with  the  following  allowance  and  pay: 

"  A  Director-General  and  Chief  Physician,  his  pay  four  dollars 
per  day. 

"  Four  Surgeons  per  day,  each  one  and  a  third  dollars. 

"  One  Apolhfcary,  one  and  a  third  dollars. 

"  Twenty  Mates,  each  per  day,  two  thirds  dollar. 

"One  Clerk,  two  tliirds  dollar. 

"  Two  storekeepers,  each  four  dollars  per  month. 

"  One  nurse  to  every  ten  sick,  one  fifteenth  of  a  dollar  per  day, 
or  two  dollars  per  month. 

"  Labourer*  occajionally. 

"  The  duty  of  the  alxtvc  officers :  The  director  to  ftimish  medi- 
cines, bedding,  and  all  other  neces.'uries.  to  pay  for  the  same,  super- 
intend the  whole,  and  make  hi*  rcpori  to,  and  receive  orders  from 
the  commandcr-in>chief.  Surgeon*,  apothecaries,  and  mates  to  visit 
and  nttctid  the  sick,  and  mates  lo  obey  the  orders  of  the  physicians, 
■urgcon»,  and  apothecary.  Matron  to  superintend  the  nurses  and 
bedding,  etc.  Nurses  to  attend  the  sick,  and  obey  the  Matron's 
order».  Clerk  to  keep  accounts  for  the  director  and  storekeeper*. 
Si»rcfaec]>cr  to  receive  and  delircr  the  bedding  and  other  neoes- 
taries  by  order  of  the  director. 

"That  the  appointment  of  the  four  surgeons  and  Ihe  apothecary 
be  left  to  the  Director-General  and  Chief   Physician.     That  the 
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mates  be  appointed  by  the  Sur^ieons,  and  that  the  number  do  not 
exceed  twenty ;  and  thzt  the  number  be  not  kept  on  constant  pay, 
unless  the  sick  and  wounded  slioiild  be  »o  numerous  as  to  require 
the  attendance  of  twenty,  and  to  be  diamis^cd  as  circumstances  will 
admit;  for  which  purpose  the  pay  is  fixed  by  the  day.  that  they 
may  on!y  receive  pay  for  actual  ivcrvicc.  That  the  Clerk,  Store- 
keepers, and  Nurses  be  appointed  by  the  Director," 

Dr.  Benjamin  Church,  of  Boston,  one  of  the  besl- 
known  physicians  in  Kcvv  England,  was  appointed  the 
first  director-general  and  cliief  physician  of  the  army. 
Apparently  the  choice  could  not  have  fallen  upon  one 
more  fitted  to  properly  perform  the  functions  of  the  office. 
He  had  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1754,  and  besides 
his  professional  reputation  he  was  well  known  as  a  wit 
and  the  author  of  some  poetical  effusions  of  no  mean 
merit.  He  had  always  loudly  espoused  the  Whig  cause 
and  stood  in  very  great  esteem  as  an  ardent  patriot. 
Within  a  few  months  after  his  appointnient,  however, 
he  was  detected  in  a  treasonable  correspondence  with  the 
enemy.  In  October,  1775.  he  was  tried  by  a  general 
court-martial  over  which  General  Washington  himself 
presided. 

On  October  5  Washington  wrote  the  following  re- 
port of  the  affair  to  Congress: 

"  I  have  n<jw  a  painful,  though  a  neccviary  duly  to  perform, 
respectina  Ur.  Cliurdi,  Director  General  of  the  hospital.  About  a 
week  ago  Mr.  Secretary  Ward,  of  Providence,  sent  up  to  m«  ooe 
Wainwood,  an  inhabitant  of  Newport,  with  a  letter  directed  to 
Major  Cane  in  Boston  in  [occultj  characters,  which  he  said  had 
been  left  with  Wainwood  some  lime  ago,  by  a  woman  who  was 
kept  by  Dr.  Church.  She  had  before  pressed  Wainwood  to  take 
her  lo  Captain  Wallace.  Mr.  Dudley  the  collector,  or  George  Rowe, 
which  he  dechncd.  She  then  gave  him  a  letter  with  a  strict  charge 
to  deliver  it  to  either  of  those  gentlemen.  He,  suspecting  some 
improper  correspondence,  kept  the  letter,  and  some  time  after  opened 
it.  but  not  being  able  to  read  it.  laid  it  up,  where  it  remained  until 
he  received  an  obscure  letter  from  the  woman,  expressing  an  anxiety 

17 
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aft«r  the  original  letter.  He  then  communicated  Uie  whole  matter 
to  Mr.  Ward,  who  sent  him  up  with  ihc  papers  to  me.  I  imme* 
diately  secured  the  woman,  but  for  a  long  time  she  was  proof  against 
every  threat  and  persuasion  to  discover  th«  author.  However,  at 
length  she  wa.<<  brought  to  a  con fc.<i.sIon,  and  nnmed  Dr.  Church. 
I  then  immediately  secured  him  and  all  his  papers.  Upon  his  first 
examination,  he  readily  aclcaowledffcd  the  letter;  ««id  it  wns  de- 
signed for  his  brother  Fleming,  and,  when  deciphered,  would  be 
found  to  couiain  nothing  criminal.  He  acknowledged  his  never 
having:  communicated  the  correspondence  to  any  persion  here  but 
the  girl ;  and  made  many  protestations  of  the  purity  of  his  intentions. 
Having  found  a  person  capable  uf  deciphering  ihc  letter.  I,  in  the 
mean  time,  had  all  his  papers  searched,  but  found  nothing  criminal 
among  them.  But  it  appeared  on  inquiry  that  a  contidant  had  been 
amnng  the  papers  before  my  messenger  arrived.  T  then  called  the 
general  ofliccrs  together  (or  their  advice — the  result  of  which  yon 
will  find  enclosed.  The  deciphered  letter  is  aliFO  enclosed,  The 
army  and  country  are  exceedingly  irritated;  and,  upon  a  free  dis- 
cussion of  the  nature,  circumstances,  and  consequence  of  this  matter, 
it  hns  been  unanimously  agreed  to  lay  it  before  the  honorable  Con- 
gress for  their  special  advice  and  direction." 

Thacher  says  that  the  evidence  upon  which  his  con- 
viction was  based  rested  upon  an  intercepted  letter  to  a 
friend  in  Boston,  which  was  written  in  cipher;  "and 
when  deciphered  and  examined,  tt.s  cnntent.s  seemed  in 
a  considerable  degree  to  justify  the  plea  which  he  had 
made  that  it  was  designed  a.s  an  innocent  stratagem  to 
deceive  and  draw  from  tlie  enemy  some  infonnation  for 
the  benefit  of  the  pubhc."  Many  respectable  and  intelli- 
gent persons  held  that  his  gtiilt  was  never  established. 
However,  the  court-martial  found  liim  guiSty.  He  was 
placed  in  prison,  but  in  the  following  year  obtained  per- 
mission to  go  to  the  West  Indies.  Nothing  was  ever 
heard  of  the  ship  in  which  he  sailed  from  the  time  she 
left  port,  and  it  was  supposed  that  she  foundered  at  sea 
and  was  lost  with  all  on  board." 

*Dr.  Church's  defence  of  his  coaduct  will  be  found  in  Appen* 
dix  A. 
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He  was  succeeded  as  director-general  and  cliicf  physi- 
cian by  Dr-  John  Morgan,  already  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished men  of  his  time. 

Dr.  Morgan  received  his  appointment  in  October,  i7;;5, 
and  at  once  joined  the  army  engaged  in  various  operations 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Boston.  From  the 
outset  of  his  military  career  lie  resolutely  set  his  face  to 
combat  the  many  evils  which  daily  resulted  to  the  sick 
and  wounded  from  the  lack  of  organization  and  the  loose 
discipline  which  prevailed  in  the  medical  department.  He 
required  candidates  for  the  last-named  branch  of  the 
service  to  pass  rigid  examinations,  and  he  exercised  a 
vigilant  supervision  over  the  behavior  and  work  of  the 
members  of  the  corps. 

There  was  much  jealousy  and  disputation  between  the 
regimental  surgeons  and  those  attached  to  the  general 
hospital  service.  It  seemed  best  that  all  supplies  to  regi- 
mental medical  officers  should  he  dealt  out  from  the 
general  hospital  stores,  and  that  the  latter  should  thus  be 
in  some  measure  able  to  control  the  disposition  to  be 
made  of  the  stores.  This  was  resented  by  the  regimental 
surgeons  as  infringing  on  their  rights.  Another  source 
of  contention  was  found  in  the  orders  issued  that  the 
sick  as  far  as  possible  should  be  transferred  from  the 
regimental  to  the  general  hospitals.  The  greatest  diffi- 
culty confronting  Dr.  Morgan,  however,  was  that  of  ob- 
taining hospital  supplies.  The  finances  of  the  Continental 
army  were  never  in  a  particularly  fine  condition ;  but 
during  Dr.  Morgan's  career  as  chief  of  the  medical  de- 
partment they  were  at  a  very  low  ebb.  Bandages,  lint, 
and  medicines  were  only  to  be  had  with  the  greatest 
difiiiculty,  and  that  he  got  them  at  all  seems  to  have  been 
due  to  the  energy  and  perseverance  with  which  he  nagged 
at  Congress  about  the  necessities  of  the  sick. 
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Morgan  made  every  effort  to  have  a  definite  scheme 
drawn  up  by  Congress  regulating  the  respective  relations 
of  the  hospital  and  regimental  surgeons  and  clearly  de- 
fining the  duties  of  each.  As  we  shall  see.  it  was  the 
jealousy  and  insubordination  of  the  regimental  surgeons 
which  tinally  had  a  large  part  in  causing  his  dismissal 
from  the  post  of  director-general.  However,  it  must  be 
allowed  that  he  treated  them  with  the  utmost  fairness, 
and  tried  his  best  to  allay  the  causes  of  their  discontent. 
In  July.  1776,  he  invited  the  regimental  surgeons  and 
mates  to  meet  him  in  a  conference  tor  the  purjwse  of 
adjusting  their  differences  and  drawing  up  rules,  to  be 
submitted  to  Congress  for  its  approval,  for  the  future 
government  of  the  medical  department  of  the  army.  In 
his  "  Vindication"  he  publishes  a  copy  of  the  rules  agreed 
upon,  but  they  were  never  adopted,  as,  on  July  17,  1776, 
Cong^ress  passed  the  following  law  settling  the  matter. 
It  was  based  on  a  memorial  presented  to  it  some  time 
previously  by  Dr.  Morgan.     It  provided, — 


"  That  Xhv  number  of  hospital  surgeons  and  males  be  incremcd, 
in  proportion  to  the  augmentation  of  the  army,  not  exceeding  one 
surgeon  and  five  mates  to  every  five  thousand  men,  lo  le  reduced, 
when  the  army  is  reduced,  or  when  there  is  no  further  occasion  for 
such  a  number. 

"That  as  many  persons  be  employed  in  the  several  hospitals,  in 
quality  of  alorckeepers,  stewards,  managers,  and  nurses,  as  are 
necessary  for  the  scn.icc.  tor  the  time  being,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
director  of  the  respective  hospitals. 

"That  ibe  several  rcgimciUal  chests  of  medicine  and  chirurgieal 
instruments  which  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  in  the  possession 
of  the  regimeiiial  surgiions,  be  subject  lo  the  inspection  and  inquiry 
of  the  respective  directors  of  Hospitals,  and  the  director-general, 
ftnd  the  said  regimenlal  surgeons  shall,  from  time  to  time,  when 
iherelo  required,  render  account  of  the  said  medicines  and  instru- 
ments to  ihc  said  director,  or  if  there  be  no  director  in  any  par- 
ticular department,  to  the  director-general ;  the  said  accounts  to 
be  transmitted  to  the  director-general,  and  by  him  to  this  Cott- 


IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

grtsa,  and  the  medicines  and  instruments  not  used  by  any  regi- 
mental surgeon  to  be  returned,  when  the  rcgmicnl  is  reduced,  to  the 
re»;>ectivc  ilirrctiirs,  anil  an  account  thereof  by  them  rt-nidcrcd  to 
the  director -general,  and  by  tiim  lo  this  Congress.  That  the  several 
directors  oi  hu»v>>tal^>  ici  tl^e  several  departnictits,  and  the  rcgi- 
mentnl  surgeon!),  where  there  is  no  direcior,  shall  transmit  to  the 
director -general  regular  returns  of  the  number  of  surgeon's  mates 
and  other  officers  employed  under  them,  their  names  and  pay;  also 
an  account  of  the  expenses  and  furniture  of  the  hospital  tmder 
their  direction;  and  that  the  dirccior-gcncral  make  a  report  of 
the  same  from  time  lo  time,  to  the  commander-in-chief,  and  this 
Congress. 

"That  the  several  regimental  and  hospital  surgeons  in  the  sev- 
eral dcpartnients  make  weekly  returns  of  tlie  sick  to  the  respective 
directors  in  their  departments.  That  no  regimental  surgeon  be 
allowed  to  draw  upon  the  hospital  of  his  department  for  any  stores, 
except  medicines  and  instruments;  and  that  when  any  sick  person 
shall  require  other  stores,  they  shall  be  received  Into  said  hospital 
and  the  rations  of  the  said  sick  person  be  atupped,  so  long  as  they 
are  in  the  said  hospital :  and  that  the  directors  of  the  several  hos- 
pitals report  to  the  commiswiry  the  names  of  the  sick,  when  received 
into  and  when  discharged,  and  make  a  like  return  to  ttic  board  of 
treasury. 

"  That  all  extra  expenses  for  bandages,  old  linen,  and  other 
articles  necessary  for  the  service,  incurred  hy  any  regimental  sur- 
geon, be  paid  by  the  director  of  that  department,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  commander  thereof.  Tliat  no  more  medicine*  belonging 
to  the  continent  be  disposed  of  till  further  order  of  Congress. 

"  That  the  pay  of  the  hospital  surgeons  be  increased  to  one  dollar 
and  two-thirds  by  the  day;  the  pay  of  the  hospital  mates  lo  one 
dollar  by  the  day,  and  the  pay  of  hospital  apothecary  to  one  dollar 
and  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  by  the  day,  and  that  the  hospiul  surgeons 
and  mates  take  rank  of  regimental  surgeons  and  mates. 

"That  the  director-general  and  the  several  directors  of  hospitals 
be  cijipowcred  to  purchase,  with  the  approbation  of  the  commanders 
of  the  respective  departments,  medicines  and  instruments  for  the 
use  of  their  respective  hospitals,  and  draw  upon  the  paymaster  for 
the  same,  and  make  report  of  such  purchases  to  Congress." 


A  curious  sidelight  on  the  economy  of  Dr.  Morgan's 
administration  is  afforded  in  a  letter  written  by  him  to 
Dr.  John  Warren  on  January  31,  1776: 
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"  Dear  Sir, — I  received  yours  of  ycstcrdzy.  1  un  afraid  of  not 
being  able  to  iscct  with  an  opportunity  of  aniiwering  it,  as  I  know 
of  no  conveyance  by  which  to  answer  iL  However,  shall  have  it  in 
readiness  in  case  any  opportunity  offers.  Dear  as  it  is,  I  would 
have  you  engage  a  couple  of  sides  of  the  leather,  which  you  say 
the  saddler  says  he  can  spare  you.  Nay.  if  he  can  make  a  shift  to 
spare  a  third  side.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  it,  as  I  fear  it  will  not 
grow  cheaper  hy  delaying  to  get  it.  If  you  think  the  woolen  webbing 
strong  enough  for  tourniquets,  1  should  be  glad  to  have  a  piece,  if 
the  price  is  reasonable ;  otherwise,  omit  it  for  the  present,  or  secure 
It  as  you  think  most  desirable,  f  have  no  doubt  we  can  get  some 
made  nearer  at  hand  than  Salem,  by  taking  a  little  pains.  I  am, 
dear  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"John  Moeigan." 


The  British  troops  evacuated  Boston  on  March  14, 
1776,  and  hostile  operations  were  then  transferred  to 
other  localities.  The  northern  part  of  the  State  of  New 
York  h:Ld  long  been  the  theatre  of  much  active  warfare, 
the  Americans  having-  invaded  Canada  and  there  having 
been  many  engagements  on  Lake  George  and  in  that 
vicinity. 

The  direction  of  medical  affairs  in  this  region  was 
under  Dr.  Samuel  Stringer,  who  had  been  commissioned 
by  Congress  on  September  14,  1775.  as  "  Director  of  the 
Hospital  and  Chief  Physician  and  Surgeon  for  the  Army 
in  the  Northern  Department."  His  pay  was  four  dollars 
per  day,  and  he  was  authorized  to  appoint  four  surgeon's 
mates. 

Under  his  management,  or  mismanagement,  things 
soon  fell  into  a  disgraceful  state  of  confusion  from  lack 
of  discipline  and  from  the  ignorance  of  the  most  ordi- 
nary medical  matters  displayed  by  the  surgeons  under 
him.  There  was  a  terrible  scarcity  of  medical  supplies, 
and  the  sick  were  obliged  in  m-dny  instances  to  go  un- 
attended from  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  surgeons. 
By  virtue  of  the  fact  that  he  was  at  a  distance  from  Dr. 
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Morgan,  Dr.  Stringer  affected  to  assume  that  he  was  in- 
dependent of  Dr.  Morgan  and  not  subordinate  to  his 
orders.  He  complained  to  Congress  directly  of  the 
scarcity  of  surgeons  and  surgeon's  mates  in  his  depart- 
ment, ignoring  completely  his  superior  officer.  Notwith- 
standing these  slights.  Dr.  Morgan  magnanimously 
sought  to  render  him  all  the  aid  possible.  He  sent  him 
a  number  ol  competent  assistants  and  all  the  supplies  he 
could  spare  from  his  own  scanty  stock,  and  he  backed 
up  Dr.  Stringer's  appeals  to  Congress  with  his  own,  but 
that  body  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  both  of  them. 

Norris'  gives  some  very  interesting  information  on 
these  aflfairs  nf  the  Northern  army.  He  quotes  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts  to  Dr.  Morgan ; 

*'  Fort  Grorce,  August  loth,  1776, 
"  The  distressed  situation  of  the  sick  here  is  not  10  be  described, 
wilhom  clothing,  without  bedding,  or  a  shelter  sufficient  to  screen 
them  from  the  weather.  I  am  stire  your  known  humanity  will  be 
aiTectcd,  when  1  icll  you  wc  have  at  prc;tciit  ui)W3rd»  of  1,000  sick, 
and  crowded  into  sheds,  and  labouring  under  the  various  and  cruel 
disorders  of  Dysenteries,  Bilious  Putrid  Fevers,  and  the  effects  o( 
a  conHuent  smallpox;  to  attend  this  large  nuTnhcr,  we  have  four 
seniors  and  four  mates,  exclusive  of  myself,  and  our  tittle  shop 
doth  not  afford  a  grain  of  Jalap,  Ipecac,  Bark,  Salts,  Opium,  and 
sundry  other  capital  articles,  and  nothing  of  the  kind  is  to  be  had 
in  this  quarter;  in  this  dilemma,  our  inventions  are  exhausted  for 
succcdanetims,  Init  wc  shall  go  on  doing  the  be«t  we  can,  in  hopes 
of  a  speedy  supply.  Dr.  Stringer  left  uii  some  days  since  in  order 
to  lay  the  situation  of  the  Hospital  before  his  Excellency  General 
Washington,  and  endeavour  to  procure  redress.  .  .  .  Dr.  Stringer 
and  myself  have  had  some  conversation  respecting  the  expediency 
of  acting  under  a  Director-General  of  the  whole  Continent ;  this 
the  Dr.  was  arerse  to,  and  mentioned  some  reasons  which  had 
weight  with  me;  as  you  will  sec  the  Dr.,  I  need  not  lake  up  your 
time  in  mentioning  them.  For  my  own  part  I  am  resolved  to  be 
governed  by  xuch  regulations  as  our  wi)>c  Congress  shall  think 
proper,  wishing  nothing  diotc  than  to  contribute  my  mite  towards 
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tlic  nfin  of  OBT  OMcc  fiitRMcd  oooniry,  bfl 
ndcpcs4en  Sestet  oi  Ajaencs.     Prij'  pnsaK 
CBwpBwMU  to  hif  KxeeJkmcj  Gcacxal  Wi 
MUKo.  and  W&e«c  ow  la  be,  dear  nr, 

'  Your  affcciicMUe  *"*!  most  I 


'io*^  Ports.' 


On  June  6.  1776.  Congress  had  appointed  Dr.  Potts 
**  Pliystcttn  and  Sorscoa  m  the  Cvtadi  Department,  or 
at  take  George,  as  the  General  shall  direct,  bat  that  this 
appotntinent  shall  not  supersede  Dr.  Stringer." 

On  Av^rust  6,  1775.  Getcral  Schuyler  wrote  as  follows 
to  Congress:' 

"  Out  of  about  fire  hundred  mcsi  thai  are  httt,  Dcar  a  hasdred 
arr  sick,  uti  I  haw  not  any  kiixl  of  bosfiial  storts.  alAoogji  I 
bad  not  forsot  to  order  them,  tamBdilttbr  after  mj  awotmaMOt 
The  little  wine  I  bad  for  mj-  OWB  niUt  I  have  defercred  to  the 
regiinental  surgtoos.  That  being  eapnwkd.  I  can  no  loafer  ^^^ 
the  di»trc9«  of  the  tide,  at>d,  impelled  bjr  the  feeHags  of  homaattr, 
I  shall  take  the  tibcnjr  immediatelj  to  order  a  phyadan  froai 
Alhanr  (if  one  can  be  got  there,  as  I  bdievc  thef«  atajr)  to  jota 
me.  wilh  such  store?  »>  are  indispctuabi;  neccMifT.  If  Congress 
diould  approve  of  this  measure,  they  will  please  signify  what  allow 
atice  of  pay  will  be  made.  If  not,  I  shall  discharge  the  person, 
whoever  be  be  paying  him  for  the  serrices  he  may  hare  pcrfortned.** 

General  Thomas,  who  was  in  command  of  a  division 
of  the  Northern  Department  of  the  army,  refused  to  have 
his  troops  inoculated  for  smallpox,  because  it  put  too 
many  of  Iheir  scanty  number  on  the  sick-list  Smallpox, 
however,  appeared  among  them,  and  they  contracted  the 
disease  in  tlie  natural  way,  and  soon  his  camp  became 
a  veritable  pest-hole,  .^s  Washington  Irving  *  says.  Gen- 
eral Thomas  fell  a  victim  to  his  own  prohibition  on 
June  2,  1776,  when  he  died  of  smallpox. 


'  American  Archives,  fourth  series,  vol.  liL  p.  48. 
*  Life  of  Washington,  vol.  iL  p.  241. 
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Dr.  Morgan  repeatedly  appealed  to  Congress  for  a 
settlement  of  the  disputes,  whicli  were  interfering  with  all 
liis  attempts  to  introduce  order  in  Dr.  Stringer's  depart- 
ment. Finally  that  body  appointed  an  investigating 
committee,  wliicli  reported  in  November,  1776. 

As  a  result  of  its  report  Congress,  on  January  9,  1777. 
dismissed  Dr.  Stringer  from  his  position,  but  unfortu- 
nately accompanied  his  di.^fcharge  with  that  of  Dr.  Mor- 
gan. No  explanation  of  the  reasons  leading  to  this  action 
was  vouchsafed  in  either  case. 

General  Schuyler,  who  ainiinanded  the  Northern  De- 
parlmenl  of  tlie  Continental  army,  was  greatly  angered 
at  Congress  for  discharging  Dr.  Stringer,  and  wrote  some 
very  fiery  letters  expressing  his  opinions,  which  resulted 
in  Congress  passing  a  resolution  censuring  him  for  im- 
proper behavior  in  treating  it  in  an  impertinent  manner. 
The  general  wrote  an  explanation  to  Congress,  which 
Norris  quotes : 

"In  thi<i  the  ])ower  of  Congress  to  dismiss  their  servants  without 
a.  formal  inquiry,  your  memorialist,  for  hix  own  par],  never  quea* 
tioncd;  but  its  policy  as  a  general  rule,  he  humbly  begs  leave  to 
observe,  may  be  subjtci  »1  least  to  one  strung  objection :  it  may 
tend  to  prevent  men  of  worth  and  abilities  from  affording  to  the 
public  that  assistance  which  they  arc  capable  of  giving,  from  ihc 
apjirchcTision  that  the  suggestion  of  clamoun*.  loo  often  arising  from 
a  jealousy  of  office,  might  expose  iheni  to  the  disgrace  and  injury  of 
a  dismission  without  being  heard  in  their  own  defence,  .  .  .  that  he 
tonk  it  for  granted  that  Congrcst>  was  acquainted,  that  be  had  in 
a  manner  forced  Dr.  Stringer  in  the  service;  thai  in  August.  1775. 
when  sickness  was  spreading  through  the  army  under  his  command 
with  great  rapidity,  and  they  were  not  only  deittitute  of  competent 
medical  assiittancc,  but  c\'cti  of  medicines,  his  repeated  solicitations, 
supported  by  the  promise  of  a  Member  of  Congress  (the  late  Mr. 
Lynch),  prevailed  on  Dr.  Stringer  to  e^tchaiige  »n  extensive  and 
well-established  practice  for  your  scr\-icc,  and  to  appropriate  a 
large  stock  of  his  owa  medidne«  to  the  public  use;  .  .  .  that  Dr. 
Stringer,  since  his  dismission,  without  any  inquiry  into  his  conduct, 
imputes  the  loss  of  a  profitable  business,  as  well  as  that  of  his 
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medicines,  which  cannot  now  be  replaced,  to  your  memorialist,  who 
for  Ihal  ri^ason,  could  not  but  be  anxious  to  assign  the  motives  to 
ConRress  for  Laking  tfae  measure.  ...  he  had  expressed  his  wi.\h  of 
bdng  informed  of  the  reasons  for  dismissing  Dr.  Stringer,  not  as 
a  right,  but  merely  a.s  a.  matter  of  compliment,  and  not  from  im- 
patience and  curiosity,  but  with  a  view  to  obriatc  that  Beiitlcman's 
complaints,  ...  he  did  not  mean  to  wound  their  dignity,  or  dis- 
pute their  authority." 

This  ajwlogy  was  accepted  by  Congress  and  they  with- 
drew their  censure.  Dr.  Stringer,  however,  was  not  re- 
stored to  liis  position. 

The  ultimate  facts  leading  to  the  dismissal  of  Dr. 
Morgan  and  his  conduct  subsequent  to  that  event  are 
of  much  interest.  They  are  fully  .set  forth  by  Dr.  Mor- 
gan himself  in  the  pamphlet  which  he  pubUshed  in  1777, 
under  the  title  "  A  Vindication  of  his  Public  Character 
in  the  Station  of  Director- General  of  the  Military  Hos- 
pitals and  Physician  in  Chief  to  the  .\mencan  Army; 
Anno,  1776.  By  John  Morgan,  M.D..  F.R.S.,  Professor 
of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  in  the  College  of 
Philadelphia,  Member  of  several  Royal  Colleges  and 
Academies,  and  Philosophical  and  IJtcrary  Societies,  in 
Europe  and  America,  Boston,  1777."  This  little  book 
relates  in  detail  all  the  facts  bearing  upon  Dr.  Morgan's 
career  in  the  army.  He  tells  how  he  had  left  a  large 
and  remunerative  practice,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  his 
friends,  to  answer  his  country's  call;  narrates  in  detail 
his  method  of  management  of  the  medical  department, 
the  economy  he  had  introduced  into  its  administration, 
the  discipline  he  had  enforced,  the  way  in  which  he  had 
eked  out  his  supplies  and  managed  to  make  them  in  some 
degree  adequate  for  the  necessities  of  the  troops.  It  b 
by  far  tlie  most  interesting  literary  relic  of  tlie  Revolu- 
tion from  a  medical  point  of  view,  and  I  have  drawn 
freely  upon  it  in  my  relation  of  the  events  of  the  time. 
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In  the  Appendix  •  will  be  found  reprinted  in  hill  the 
memorial  of  Dr.  Morgan,  which  he  drew  up  for  Gen- 
eral Washington  at  the  time  of  his  dismissal,  and  which 
he  prints  as  a  part  of  the  "  Vindication."  We  tliink 
it  will  repay  a  careful  perusal  as  a  true  narrative,  and 
an  interesting-  personal  picture  of  the  difficulties  which 
confronted  Morgan  throughout  his  career. 

From  the  moment  of  his  discharge  Dr.  Morgan  devoted 
himself  to  the  task  of  obtaining  an  official  vindication 
from  the  body  which  had  so  shamefully  mistreated  him. 
His  patriotism  was  so  great,  however,  that  he  sank  his 
personal  feelings  in  his  love  for  his  country  and  con- 
tinued to  aid  in  Uie  work  of  die  medica]  department. 

The  view  lie  took  of  the  action  of  Congress  is  stated  by 
him  as  follows: 

"  It  is  an  act  into  which  they  were  suddenly  forced  by  a  party 
whom  poltlical  necessity  obliged  them  I0  gralify.  But  such  is  my 
opinion  of  the  integrity,  and  such  my  reliance  on  the  honour  of 
Congress,  as  to  believe  that  when  they  arc  furnished  with  the 
materials  for  judging  properly,  they  will  be  as  ready  to  do  me 
justice,  as  a  part  of  them  have  been  to  listen  to  the  malice  and 
miKrepre^cntalionK  of  my  advcr^^riCH,  and  lo  show  their  magna- 
niniily.  by  allowing  that  ihey  have  been  capable  of  an  error  by  their 
readiness  to  redress  iL  I  have  endeavoured  to  discharge  my  duly 
in  what  I  undertook  from  principle,  according  to  my  degree  of 
knowledge  and  capacity,  with  fidelity  and  dihgcnce;  and  what  I 
value  more  thiin  knowledge  or  capacity  alone,  with  humanity;  from 
whence  results  the  approbation  of  a  good  conscience  which  as  my 
enemies,  with  all  thdr  power  cannot  give,  so  neither  can  they  take 
*way." 

Also  in  another  place,  he  wrote, — 

"  But  I  will  not  do  that  Honorable  Dody  the  injustice  to  entertain 
a  suspicion  so  derogatory  to  them,  as  to  consider  my  dismi&Mon  and 
the  manner  of  it.  as  a  regiiLir,  deliberate  act  of  the  Whole  Body, 
or  what  they  approved.     I  have  heard  it  alleged,  in  their  defence, 
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sgainst  so  injun'ous  a  supposition,  tliat  many  of  ihe  most  resp«ctable 
Mtmbers  were  absent ;  that  some  of  the  States  were  not  repre- 
sented at  the  time;  and  that  several  of  the  Members  were  wholly 
opposed  to  it:  that  \i  »»»  an  act  into  which  ihcjr  were  suddenly 
forced,  by  ihc  clamours  of  a  party,  whom  political  necessity,  «t 
the  time,  compelled  them  to  gratify." 

Dr.  Morgan  bad  been  sligbtcd  a  ruuTiber  of  times  by 
Congress,  especially  in  the  matter  of  Dr.  Stringer,  but 
what  angered  him  more  than  any  other  of  the  injuries  he 
felt  be  had  received  at  its  bands  was  the  appointment, 
on  October  9,  1776,  of  Dr.  William  Sbii)pen,  Jr.,  as  direc- 
tor of  the  hospitals  on  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson  River. 
Dr.  Sbippen  had  been  director  of  the  hospital  at  the  Fly- 
ing Camp  in  the  Jerseys,  and  as  such  liad  been  directly 
subject  to  the  authority  of  Dr.  Morgan.  He  was  by  this 
order  of  Congress  plaixd  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
Dr.  Morgan,  whose  authority  was  henceforth  to  he  limited 
to  the  hospitals  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson.  Dr. 
Sbippen  was  ordered  to  report  directly  to  Coi^grcss,  thus 
ignoring  Dr.  Morgan,  through  whom  such  reports  had 
hitherto  been  made.  It  is  sad  to  find  Morgan  blaming 
his  quondam  friend  and  colleague  in  the  establishment 
of  the  Medical  Dcpartnient  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania as  the  chief  author  of  his  overthrow,  but  he  does 
so  in  unequivocal  language.    He  writes, — 

"But  I  have  good  grounds  to  believe  that  his  [Dr.  Shippen's] 
underhand  attempts  to  interfere  willj  me.  in  niy  department,  and 
bis  interest  wiih  a  particular  set.  which  has  been  employed  Co 
effect  my  removal,  with  a  view  to  promote  his  design  of  succeeding 
mc,  have  operated  more  powerfully  to  accomplish  it,  than  nil 
others  that  have  keen  held  up,  as  the  ostensible  causes  of  my  re- 
moval which,  however  he  may  ihinlt,  from  being  transacted  behind 
a  curtain,  they  iye  concealed,  can  be  easily  lr.iced  to  their  author, 
and  are  of  a  tissue  with  Ihe  rest  of  his  conduct  towards  me,  on 
similar  occasions."  " 
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"  Is  it  not  manifest  that  the  Director  and  his  attachments,  have, 
from  his  first  cntning  into  the  service,  pursued  such  tneasures,  as 
they  conceived  were  bc5t  calculated  10  raise  him  over  the  shoulders 
of  every  man,  who  slnnd  iti  Hin  way,  and  to  constiluic  him  Head  of 
Ihc  depart  men  I.  (low  truly  Maclii.ivelian  has  been  his  conduct,  and 
those  who  assisted  him,  per  fas  atQue  nefas.  to  accomplish  his  ends, 
whether  right  or  wrong,  to  make  all  things  subj.er\-ient  to  them. 
...  I  am  persuaded  that  both  he  and  his  adhci'ent;^,  liave  not  only 
watched  for,  l>iit  made  occasions  to  serve  as  a  [>l3usiblc  pretext,  for 
displacing  mc,  to  accomplish  their  own  wishes." 


At  the  time  of  Dr.  Shippen's  appointment  Congress 
was  in  session  at  Philadelphia,  and  to  it  Dr.  Morg:an  re- 
paired ill  order  that  lie  might  obtain  a  definite  explana- 
tion of  the  position  which  Dr.  Shippcn  held  in  relation 
to  him.  Samuel  Adams  was  appointed  to  interview  Dr. 
Morgan,  and  what  was  the  latter's  chagrin  and  surprise 
to  learn  that  the  mismanagement  of  medical  affairs  in 
the  Northern  Department  had  been  largely  ascribed  to 
him,  and  that  because  of  these  complaints  and  of  allega- 
tions of  neghgence  on  his  part  in  the  care  of  the  sick  on 
the  Jersey  side  of  the  Hudson  it  had  been  determined  to 
place  the  latter  in  the  care  of  Dr.  Shippen.  Morgan  m- 
dignantly  asserted  his  innocence  of  blame  in  these  matters 
and  dematided  admittance  to  the  floor  of  Congress  that 
he  miglit  vindicate  himself.  This  was  refu.sed  on  the 
gromid  that  Congress  was  too  busy  with  important  state 
and  military  affairs.  Congress  shortly  after  moved  itself 
to  Mar>'land.  and  Morgan  again  sought  an  opportunity 
to  ap()ear  before  it,  but  was  not  allowed  one.  He  was 
repeatedly  urged  to  resign  in  this  crisis  of  his  affairs,  but 
sturdily  refused  to  do  so.  He  then  quietly  returne<l,  and 
again  assumed  charge  of  the  sick  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Hudson.    He  drew  up  a  Memorial  addressed  to  Washing- 


270  THE  HISTORY  OF  MEDiaNE 

ton,  seeking-  a  court  of  inquiry  into  his  management  of 
the  affairs  of  his  department. 

He  gave  this  into  Washington's  hands  on  February  l, 
1777.  and  the  very  next  day  the  order  by  Congress  for 
his  dismissal  was  received. 

Some  of  the  charges  against  him  bore  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  Dr.  Morgan's  personal  honesty,  and  seem  to  have 
caused  him.  if  possible,  more  pain  even  than  the  others. 

In  the  "  Letter  to  a  Friend  in  Philadelphia,"  published 
in  his  *'  Vindication."  lie  writes  concerning  accusations 
that  liad  been  drnilated  cliarging  him  witlt  misuse  of  hos- 
pital stores  and  money,  lit  sends  him  Boston  newspapers 
containing  a  refutation  of  these  charges,  and  writes, — 

"The  newspapers  here  referred  to  are  the  Independent  Chronicle, 
of  April  loih,  and  17,  and  llie  Boston  Weekly  Advcrtiner  of  the 
i7tb:  from  which  k  may  be  proper  to  acquaint  the  reader,  thai  in 
ihiit  oi  .\pril  the  loth,  being  informed  o{  some  evil  minded  persona 
who  had  taken  upon  ihem  to  raise  and  circulate  a  number  of  false 
reports  and  groundless  cbmours,  at  Boston,  on  account  of  my 
having  taken  possesHion  of  the  medicines  aiid  shop  furniture  of  Dr. 
Sylvester  Gardiner,  nnd  Dr.  William  Perkins,  of  Boston,  for  the 
use  of  the  army;  and  to  alledge  that  many  of  the  sufferings  of 
the  sick,  in  the  IsL*t  campaijfn,  arose  from  my  having  nnju^tly  with- 
held from  them  {or  from  the  Recime.stal  Sc'RCeoks)  tlioje  stores 
which  they  were  entitled  to  draw  from  the  General  Hospital.  I 
came  to  Boston  on  purpose  to  call  upon  the  persons  pointed  out, 
as  the  principal  authors  of  those  reports  requiring  them  to  make 
good  that  charge,  and  at  the  same  time  inviting  any  persons  who 
had  anything  lo  offer  against  me.  that  regarded  the  faithful  dJs- 
cltargc  of  my  trust,  to  step  forth,  and  state  their  accnsationG.  I 
then  promised  to  lay  before  the  publick.  a  faithful  and  exact  ac- 
count iif  every  proceeding,  relative  to  the  discharge  of  my  duty  in 
the  above  station,  by  whicli  they  would  be  enabled  to  judge  whether 
the  charges  were  well- founded,  or  only  proceeded  from  a  spirit 
of  malignity  and  detraction. 

"In  the  papers  of  the  17th,  I  communicated  the  result  of  that 
examination,  with  a  letter  calling  ujion  the  author  of  the  report, 
concerning  the  removal  of  the  Ricdicines,  to  know  what  he  had  to 
offer;    to  which  he  returned  a  short  evasive  answer,  disclaiming 
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the  charge  which  is  tlieie  publishc<I,  tOKcthcr  with  a  lull  account  of 
the  tran.saciion.  In  that  paper  the  piiblick  were  informc'd.  that  in 
respect  to  the  removal  of  the  drugs,  medicines,  and  shop  (iimiturt 
in  question,  I  hiid  the  order  of  General  Washinglon,  in  writing, 
for  what  I  did,  backed  with  a  resolve  of  the  Council  and  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  Massachusctu-Bay.  after  a  Ee<iuc!i (ration  of  the 
properly  of  thoac  persons;  that  they  were  removed  to  New  York 
for  the  use  of  the  army: — that  whatever  was  done  by  me.  in  this 
affair,  wax  merely  oRicJa] ;— that  an  inventory  of  ihc  whole  was 
left  with  the  Boston  Commillce,  that  in  case  the  former  owners 
should  be  entitled  to  claim  a  resiituiton  of  their  effects,  the  value 
might  be  duly  ascertained; — (hat  a  particular  and  faithful  account 
of  everything  done  in  this  business,  was  transmitted  to  Ihc  Adju- 
tant Gfiieral,  to  be  laid  before  the  Commander  in  Chief,  for  which 
I  received  thanks,  for  ihi;  matter  and  manner  of  what  I  had  done; 
and  that  an  inventory  of  every  hospital  store,  remaining  on  hand, 
being  made  out  by  the  Apothecary  of  the  General  Hospital,  with 
care  and  exactness,  was  transmitted  to  General  Washington  and 
the  Congress,  of  which  I  kept  an  authentic  copy:  concluding  ihis 
head  with  an  address  to  those  persons,  10  uke  -shame  and  confusion 
of  (ace  to  themselves,  who  judging  only  from  the  corruption  of 
their  own  hearts,  a[>pear  to  think  it  impossible  for  men.  to  whom 
much  is  entrusted,  to  keep  free  from  that  pollution  of  hands,  which 
they  hnd  in  themselves  such  a  prununess  to  contract.  In  regard  to 
the  second  charge,  which  relates  to  the  wiih-holding  the  hospita] 
stores;  this  being  reported  against  me  by  Dr.  Story,  Surgeon  of 
Col.  Little's  regiment,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  him,  April  8th,  calling  on 
him  to  explain  himself  for  taking  such  utiwarranlable  licence,  as 
he  had  done,  assuring  him  that  no  man,  be  his  rank  in  life  what 
it  may.  should  be  suffered  to  do  it,  with  impunity;  Dr.  Story  de- 
clining to  lake  any  nolicc  of  it,  that  letter  was  published  in  the 
Independent  Chronicle,  of  the  i/lh  of  April,  with  the  following 
Declaration  of  Col,  Joseph  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Conunissary-General  of 
the  American  army. 

"To  all  whom  it  may  concern. 

"  Be  it  known  that — whereas  I  have  been  informed  thai  it  has  been 
industriously  propagated  by  some  evil-minded  person,  m  divers  parts 
of  tile  Country — that  Dr.  John  Morgan,  late  Director -General  of 
the  Continental  Hospital,  has  drawn  from  the  Cnmmissary-Gen- 
eral's  ofiicc.  the  well  rations,  for  the  sick,  while  in  the  General 
HoKpital,  and  that  he  has  pocketed  the  Mime  for  his  own  emolument; 
I  have  this  day  made  examination  of  my  books,  clerks,  &c — and 
find  that  I  have  not  a  charge  in  my  books  of  a  singU  penny  paid  to 
said  Pr.  Morgan,  or  any  other  Hospital  Surgeon  under  him,  on 
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account  of  rations  for  the  sick;  nor  did  1  ever  Pay  any  thing,  oa 
that  account  to  Doctor  Morgan,  so  that  there  cannot  be  the  least 
foundation  (or  such  aspersion  of  his  character. — 1  have  paid  Lxitx 
Sums  for  the  rations  of  the  sick  in  Regimental  and  Urigade  Hat~ 
pilatt,  to  many  Bri^dc  and  Ftegtmenlal  Physician*  and  Surgeons, 
but  ncv«r  a  (arlhinft  lo  .said  Doctor  MoitCAN,  or  any  General  Hos- 
pital Physician  or  Surgeon  whatever. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  at  Hartford,  snd  of  April,  1777 

"JOSEPU  TBtlUBUlX 

"  Commissary  General. 

"  N.R.  The  publick  are  now  informed  that  Dr.  Stor>-  having  after- 
wards insinuated — that,  '  when  he  was  properly  called  upon,  he  did 
not  doubt  he  should  he  aWe  lo  support  what  he  had  at  any  time 
advanced.'  I  called  upon  him  in  person,  for  an  explanation,  when 
he  thought  fit  to  deny,  that,  at  the  very  time  he  affirmed  the  suflFer- 
ing  of  the  sick  to  have  arisen  from  the  cause  assigned,  of  with- 
holding from  the  Rcginicnia!  Surgeons,  or  »ick  wh:il  he  Mipjioscd 
them  entitled  to  draw  from  the  General  Hospital,  (to  which,  how- 
ever, they  had  no  claim)  'he  had  any  ihounht  of  Dr.  Morgan's 
intention  to  defraud  the  Continent,'  Lastly,  it  is  proper  it  should  be 
known  that  the  aforementioned  invitation,  if  any  man  had  anything 
to  alledgc  against  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust  to  step  forth 
and  declare  it.  has  been  also  printed  in  the  Rliode  Island,  Connecti- 
cut and  PhiJadcIphia  papers,  without  any  the  least  reply;  from 
whence  all  men  may  judgi-  how  grotmdlcss,  as  well  a«  malicious, 
those  clamours  were;  and  no  doubt  will,  on  behalf  of  injured 
innocence  feel  a  just  indignation  at  the  authors  thereof." 

Although,  as  he  states,  similar  cards  were  published 
in  many  newspapers  in  different  places,  no  one  came  for- 
ward to  verify  the  various  rumors  which  had  been  circu- 
lated by  Dr.  Morgan's  enemies. 

The  surgeons  of  the  general  hnspital  ser\'ice  rallied  to 
Dr.  Morgan's  support  with  generous  ardor,  It  must  be 
retnembered  that  they  were,  as  a  rule,  a  distinctly  superior 
class  of  men  to  the  majority  of  regimental  surgeons. 
They  drew  up  a  memorial  of  their  esteem  for  him.  in 
which  they  recounted  the  many  ways  in  which  he  had 
improved  the  medical  service  and  labored  for  the  welfare 
of  the  sick  and  wounded. 
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Among  the  names  affixed  to  this  docomcnt  were 
those  of  John  Warren.  William  Eustis.  Philip  Turner, 
and  Isaac  Lcdyard,  and  Morgan  states  that  the  other 
surgeons  of  the  general  hospital,  Drs.  Foster,  Adams, 
McKnight,  and  Burnet,  would  have  testified  in  the  same 
tnanner.  but  being  absent  on  duty  thetr  signatures  were 
unubtainabtc. 

Immediately  upon  his  discharge  Dr.  Morgan  demanded 
from  Congress  a  formal  investigation  into  the  charges 
upon  which  he  had  been  dismissed.  This  request  was  not 
complied  with  for  more  than  two  years,  the  matter  being 
put  off  by  the  Medical  Committee  of  Congress  on  the 
plea  of  more  pressing  business.  Finally  a  conmiittec  was 
appointed,  consisting  of  Mr.  Drayton,  of  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  Harvey,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Witherspoon, 
of  New  Jersey,  to  investigate  the  management  of  the 
medical  department  during  the  time  he  was  at  its  head. 
This  committee  reported  to  Congress,  and  I  reprint  in 
full  the  proceeding  in  Congress  by  which  Dr.  Morgan 
received  the  tardy  acknowledgment  of  his  innocence.  It 
is  dated  June  12,  1779. 

"  Conjrrcss  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  Memorial  of  Dr.  Jolin  Morgan,  late 
Director-General  and  Physician-in-CIiief  in  the  General  Hospital  of 
the  United  States,  and  thereupon  came  10  the  following  rCfrolution: — 

"  tyhfrfas,  by  the  report  of  the  Medical  Committee  confirmed  by 
Congress  on  the  gih  of  August.  1777.  it  appears  that  Dr.  John 
Morgan,  late  Director-Genera.!  and  Oiief  Physician  of  the  General 
Hospitals  of  the  United  Slates,  had  been  removed  from  office  on  the 
9th  of  January,  1777.  by  reason  of  the  Kcneral  cumplaint  of  persoas 
of  all  ranks  in  the  army,  and  the  critical  sL-itc  of  afTairi  at  that 
time;  and  that  the  said  Dr.  John  Morgan,  requesting  inquiry  into 
his  conduct,  it  waji  ihuught  proper  that  a  Committee  ol  Congress 
should  be  appointed  for  thai  purpose. 

"And  Whereas,  on  the  iStli  of  September  last,  such  a  committee 
was  appointed,  before  whom  the  said  Dr.  Johti  Morgan  hath,  in  the 
most  satisfactory  manner,  vindicated  his  conduct  in  every  respect  as 
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Pin«("r'G«H««l  and  niyBkiu-io-Oiief.  upon  the 
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On  April  II.  1777.  I>r.  William  Shippen,  Jr..  was  ap- 
pointed Dr.  Morgan's  successor  as  director-general  and 
phytictan-in-chief  of  Uie  hospital.    Dr.  Shippen  w-as  an 
Active,  alert,  and  conscientious  mnn,  and  he  w-as 
mined  to  maintain  the  high  standard  in  liis  dt 
which  had  been  inaugurated  by  his  predecessor. 
iUk)  ai>pDinted  the  following  medical  ofTicers  at  the 
time  as  Dr.  Shippen  to  the  different  divisions  of  the  annr- 

]tt  the  Middle  Department.  Dr.  John  Cochran  was  made 
physician  and  surgeon -general,  with  Dr.  Walter  Jones  as 
phyftician-general  and  Dr.  Ltenjnmin  Rush  as  surgeon. 
foncral.  In  the  Eastern  Dcr>artinent,  Dr.  Isaac  Foster 
wat  appointed  as  deputy  director-general,  with  Dr.  Wil- 
llam  Htmiett  as  physician  and  surgeon-general.  Dr.  Ammi 
KtdianiAh  Cutter  as  ph>»ician-t;rneral.  and  Dr.  Phillip 
Turner  lu  surgeon -general.  In  the  Northern  Department, 
Dr.  Jonathan  Potts  was  ai^jHiintcd  deputy  director-gen- 
VTrI,  with  Dr.  John  Dartlett  an  physician  and  surgeoo- 
fenvral,  Dr.  Malachi  Treat  as  physiciuii-gencral.  and  Dr. 
FbrglW  aa  surgeon -general. 

Dr.  William  Shippen.  Jr.,  held  the  oflice  of  director- 
grnerAl  nn*!  physician- in -chief  of  llie  hospital  until  Janu- 
ary,  1781.  when  he  resigned.  Mia  aurreihor  was  Dr. 
John  Cuchrnn. 

These  apiK)intments  indicate  the  imixirtance  which 
Congress  attnchctt  to  the  various  offices.     The  fame  of 
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Shippen  and  Rush  has  made  their  careers  familiar  to  all. 
Cochran,  Craik,  and  Cutter  had  had  much  experience  as 
army  surgeons  in  the  colonial  wars.  Cochran  was  born 
in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  September  i,  1730. 
He  studied  medicine  under  Dr.  Thompson,  of  Lancaster, 
PennsyU-ania,  and  in  1755  received  an  appointment  as 
surgeon's  mate  in  the  army  with  which  Rng;land  over- 
threw the  colonial  empire  of  France  in  America.  After 
the  war  he  practised  medicine  in  Albany,  New  York, 
where  he  married  a  sister  of  General  Schuyler.  He 
offered  his  services  to  Congress  in  1776.  In  1777,  Gen- 
eral Washington  wrote  Congress  concerning  him  as  fol- 
lows:" 

"  I  would  take  ihc  liberty  of  nientioaing  a  gentleman  wliom  I 
think  highly  (l«;>crving  uf  notice,  rn.)t  only  yit  accuunl  of  hiK  abilities, 
but  for  the  very  great  assistance  whicli  he  has  afforded  us  in  ihe 
course  of  tliii.  winter,  merely  in  i1k  nature  of  a  volunteer.  This 
gentleman  is  Dr.  John  Cochran,  wcl!  known  10  all  the  faculty.  The 
place  for  which  he  is  well  fitted,  and  which  would  be  most  agreeable 
to  him,  i&  Surgeon  General  of  the  middle  dqiariincnt ;  in  thi^  line  he 
Bcrvcd  all  ihc  last  war  in  the  Britiivh  service,  and  has  disttngin'shcd 
himself  this  winter,  particularly  in  his  attention  to  the  smallpox 
patients  and  the  wounded." 

It  was  in  fulfilment  of  this  wish  of  Washington's  that 
his  appointment  was  made.  He  succeeded  Shippen  in 
1781  as  director-general  and  physician-in-chief  of  the 
hospital.  After  the  war  he  settled  in  New  York,  where 
he  died  in  1807. 

Dr.  James  Craik  was  a  Scotchman,  who  had  received 
his  medical  education  in  his  native  land.  He  came  to 
Virginia  and  served  with  Washington  on  Braddock's 
expedition.  He  probably  sustained  as  intimate  personal 
relations  with  Washington  as  any  of  his  contemporaries. 
Washington  in  his  will  termed  him  "  My  compatriot  in 
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aims,  my  old  and  intimaie  friend."    He  likewise  owed  his 
appointment  largely  to  the  influence  exerted  by  Wash- 
ington on  his  I)chalf.     He  served  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  War  for  Indej^ndence.  being  director-general  of 
the  htwpital  at  Yorktown  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of 
Cornwallis.    After  the  war  he  settled  in  practice  in  Mary- 
land, but  at  Washington's  solicitation  he  removed    to 
Mount  Venmn.     In  1798,  when  war  with  France  was 
threatening,  Washington  appointed  him  chief  of  the  medi- 
cal dqjartnienl  of  the  army.     He  attended  Washington 
In  his  last  illness.     He  died  February  6,   1814,  at  the 
advanced  ngc  of  eighty-four  years. 

Dr.  Cutter  was  Iwrn  in  what  is  now  the  State  of  Maine 
in  i7j{\  He  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1752,  and  then 
Ktuilicd  iiictliciiic  under  Dr.  Clement  Jackson,  of  Ports- 
nvMitli,  New  llampsliire.  in  1755  lie  became  .surgeon 
to  KojfC*'*  HaiiKers.  which  was  a  body  of  frontier  troops 
engnsfl  'ii  the  French- English  War.  In  1758  he  was 
surtfroii  t'l  tile  New  Hampslvire  trooi>s  which  partici- 
jHiti*!!  Iti  the  capture  of  Louisb\irg  from  the  French.  On 
IiU  roliini  litf  built  up  an  cxieiisivc  practice  at  Louisburg, 
(.)»  iwflviiiK  bin  ap]Miintrnctit  he  assumed  charge  of  the 
liiMphtd  lit  I'isliUill  on  the  Hudson.  After  the  war  he 
romiinnl  hU  pnictice.  wan  one  of  the  founders  and  for 
II  l('ii«  thiip  prculdcnl  of  the  New  Hampshire  Medical 
SiiCii'ly.     1  Ic  tlicd  in  iHiy,  aged  eighty-five  years. 

Alt  w»  hnvc  ftlrciuly  mated,  after  the  siege  of  Boston 
WM  Wi\vi\  li'iitilp  I'lMTatiotiH  were  transferred  to  other 
tm'«ht|p«,  «iiii>rilitl]y  lo  the  nonhem  iK)riion  of  the  State 
isi  Ni-w  Ytirli,  In  July.  I???*.  i\  hcispiia!  was  established 
{\\  llw  cUy  t'f  Albany  for  the  reception  of  the  sick  and 
X(sm^^\  "«  ''"*  Amrrinni  Hrniy.  Dr.  Thacbcr  was  as- 
^w\  **>  wivl'*"  •*'  """  l>|'f«pitnl.  and  has  left  us  a  most 
UiUlOtOmi  mv»uiil  ti(  vnrkniii  Incidents  which  occurred 


IN   THE  UNITED   STATES. 


277 


during  his  tour  ni  duty.  The  hospital  was  located  in  a 
building  which  had  been  used  for  the  same  purpose  in  the 
wars  between  the  EngHsh  and  French.  It  had  two  stories, 
with  a  wing  at  cither  end,  and  a  piazza  in  front,  and 
could  accommodate  five  hundred  patients.  It  was  pretty 
well  filled  up  after  the  battle  of  Crown  Point  and  Fort 
Ticonderoga.  On  October  24,  1777,  Tliacher's  MiHtary 
Journal  contains  the  following  entry: 

"This  hospital  is  now  crowded  wicti  oflicers  and  men  from  the 
field  of  banlc.  Those  helonging  to  the  Brilish  and  Hessian  troops, 
arc  accommodated  in  the  same  hospital  with  otir  own  men  nnd  receive 
equal  care  nnd  attcnlion.  The  foreigners  arc  under  the  care  and 
management  of  their  own  surgeons.  I  have  been  present  at  some  of 
the  capital  operaiioiis  and  remarked  that  the  Knglisli  perform  with 
skill  and  dexterity,  but  the  Germans,  with  a  few  exceptions,  do  no 
credit  to  their  profession ;  some  of  them  arc  the  most  uncnuth  and 
clumsy  operators  I  ever  witnessed  and  appear  to  be  dcstilutc  of  alt 
sympathy  and  teniJeme.«$  towards  the  xufTerinjj  patient.  Not  less 
than  one  thousand  wounded  and  sick  arc  now  in  this  city;  the  Dutch 
Cluireh  and  several  private  hottses  are  uccMpicd  ai  hospitals.  We 
have  about  thirty  surgeons  and  mates,  and  all  arc  consianily  em- 
ployed. I  am  obliged  to  devote  the  whole  of  my  time  from  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning  to  a  late  hour  in  the  evening,  to  the  care  of 
OUT  patients.  Here  is  a  fine  field  for  profesiiiona]  improvemcnL 
Amputatinrr  limbs,  irepaning  fractured  HkulKs,  nnd  dre^ssing  the  mo<it 
formidable  wounds,  has  familiarized  my  mind  to  scenes  of  woe.  A 
military  hospital  is  peculiarly  calculated  to  afford  example  for 
protilabie  contemplation  and  to  interest  our  sympathy  and  com- 
miseration." 

Other  hospitals  for  the  Continental  trckops  during  hos- 
tilities in  this  region  were  established  at  Peekskill  and 
Fi.shkill  on  the  Htidson.  They  were  well  crowded  at 
several  times  during  their  existence,  as  the  fighting  in 
their  neighborhood  was  on  occasions  very  severe. 

Connecticut  had  a  large  general  military  hospital  at 
Stamford,  in  charge  of  Dr.  Philip  Turner.  Many  of 
those  wounded  in  the  campaigns  in  New  York,  or  who 
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became  sick  from  the  hardships  undergone  during  thein, 
were  sent  to  the  Connecticut  hospital  for  treatment.  This 
State  also  very  early  established  a  convalescent  hospital 
for  such  of  her  soldiers  as  might  return  to  their  native 
State  before  fully  recovering  from  their  wounds  or  ill- 
ness. 

In  the  course  of  military  events  in  Pennsylvania  and 
the  nuighhoring  States  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  in 
Philadelphia  was  used  at  various  times  for  the  reception 
of  the  sick  and  wounded  of  botli  the  British  and  Ameri- 
can armies.  According  to  Morton,'"  the  first  reference 
to  the  Revolutionary  War  which  occurs  in  the  records  of 
the  hospital  is  on  December  5»  1776,  when  the  Committee 
of  Safety  placed  a  number  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers 
in  the  wards.  On  January  8,  1777,  a  large  numlMr  of 
wounded  soldiers,  sailors,  and  Hessians  were  admitted. 

When  the  English  forces  occupied  Philadelphia  on 
September  26,  1777,  their  officers  took  forcible  posses- 
sion of  the  hospital  for  the  use  of  their  soldiers,  and  when 
they  evacuated  the  city  they  took  with  them  all  the 
blankets,  bedding,  and  instruments  which  they  could  get 
tlicir  hands  on,  for  wliich  the  hospital  was  never  rejiaid. 

In  1778  the  Americans  were  again  in  possession  of  the 
city.  On  July  23  of  that  year  the  managers  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts,  Deputy  Director- 
General,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Bond^  Assistant  Director-Gen- 
eral, of  the  medical  department  of  the  Continental  army, 
whereby  the  Elaboratory  (afterwards  known  by  the  name 
of  the  North  House,  and  until  torn  down  in  1896  used 
as  the  receiving  ward)  of  the  hospital  was  turned  over 
to  the  medical  department  for  use  as  a  ]>bannacy  for 
the  preparation  of  medicines  for  the  army  hospitals. 


'Hislory  of  Uie  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
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On  Sq)teniber  8,  1778,  tiie  following  entry  is  found 
on  the  minutes  of  the  hospital: 

"  Doclor  Bond,  Jr.,  of  the  Continental  Hospitals  applttd  to  the 
Board  for  admission  of  a  large  nuttilicr  of  convalescent  soldiers, 
under  the  direction  and  managcmcnl  of  their  physician*  and  surgeons, 
to  which  mode  the  managers  objecting,  and  upon  a  free  conference 
it  was  proposL'd  to  admit  from  time  to  time  such  o(  them  as  having 
passed  the  usual  examination  of  the  attending  phyitcian  and  sitting 
manaKera,  may  be  deemed  proper  objects;  so  far  as  they  can  be 
accommodated  without  prejudice  to  our  own  patienlM,  and  they 
beiriR  subject  to  the  rules  and  management  established  in  the  house. 
The  soldiers,  if  admitted,  are  to  be  supplied  with  heddinn  and  pro* 
visions,  which  can  he  delivered  to  onr  steward  by  their  commissaries, 
their  nursing  to  be  paid  for  as  shall  hereafter  be  agreed  upon." 

It  was  not  always  convenient  for  the  managers  to  re- 
ceive the  large  numbers  of  patients  which  the  military 

authorities  wished  them  to  accommodate.  The  prin- 
ciples of  faith  of  many  of  the  managers  forbade  their 
taking  any  active  part  in  the  contest,  and  there  \vas  a 
great  rehictance  on  the  part  of  some  of  them  to  ap- 
pear in  any  way  to  sympathize  with  those  who  were 
in  arms  against  their  fellow-men,  even  in  a  just  cause. 
Four  of  the  managers, — namely,  Israel  Pemberton,  James 
Pemberton,  Thomas  Wharton,  and  Edward  Pennington, 
had  undergone  exile  to  Virginia  because  of  their  apparent 
lack  of  sympathy  with  the  patriot  cause. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  held  March 
30,  1779.  a  communication  was  read  from  J.  Mclclier  re- 
questing accommodation  for  a  number  of  convalescent 
soldiers,  for  whose  reception  "'  a  reasonable  rent"  would 
be  paid.    The  minutes  state  that 

"  Samuel  Rhoades,  Edward  Pennington.  Jos.  Swift,  and  Robt 
Strettell  Jones  were  appointed  to  inform  him,  that  no  part  of  this 
house  can  be  conveniently  spared  for  the  purpose  he  requires,  and 
that  wc  had  reason  given  us  to  expect,  when  we  accommodated  the 
doctors  of  the  Continental  Army,  with  our  elaboratory,  that  they 
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would  secure  us  against  bung  further  incomnioded ;  and  to  use 
such  other  arguments  ii»  niaj  occur  to  them,  to  convince  him  of  the 
inexpediency  and  impropriety  of  his  request,  which  if  he  docs  not 
decline,  they  are  to  apply  10  the  General,  and  such  olliers  in  powtr 
as  may  he  proper  to  prevent  the  soldiers  being  sent  there." 

However,  at  another  meeting,  April  i,  1779,  Dr.  Bond 
appeared  before  the  board  and  submitted  another  request 
to  tlie  same  purport,  as  follows: 

" '  Doctor  Bond,  Jr.,  requests  the  managers  of  the  Pcnnsyh*ania 
Hospital  would  receive  a  number  of  convalescent  patients  from  the 
general  hoi^pital  into  theirs,  us  the  Bettering  House  is  exceeding 
crowded,  and  the  prescribing  surgeons  of  the  military  hospitals  has 
pointed  their  hou>e  as  the  most  proper  for  tlieir  purpose;  they  and 
Dr.  Bond  agree  that  they  shall  he  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Story  as 
Steward,  but  that  a  military  surgeon  will  prescribe  to  them;  that 
Doctor  llond  will  be  in  town,  and  hereby  engages  to  do  everything 
in  his  power  lo  restrain  the  Soldiery,  and  prevent  their  winmitling 
damages  and  behaving  irregularly,  and  the  said  Bond  further 
promises  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  remove  them  totally  from  thence 
in  six  weeks.    The  lower  ward  and  garret  only  will  suffice.' 

"  Which  the  managers  taking  into  consideration  agree  to  receive 
such  com-alescenu  as  having  passed  the  usual  exaiuiaation  of  the 
attending  physicians  and  sitting  managers  may  be  deemed  proper 
objects,  so  far  as  they  can  be  accommodated  in  the  lower  ward  and 
long  garret,  under  the  care  of  their  own  physicians  and  surgeons, 
but  subject  lo  the  rules  and  government  established  in  the  hospital. 
The  soldiers  upon  admission  are  to  be  supplied  free  of  any  expense 
to  the  Institution,  with  bedding,  provisions,  firewood  and  all  other 
tiecessities — their  victuals  to  be  cooked  by  some  person  appointed 
by  Dr.  Bond  or  his  agents  for  tiiat  service,  in  the  wash-honse,  and 
that  a  reasonable  compensation  be  allowed  for  the  use  of  the  house. 
The  managers  duly  considering  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  apprehend 
they  cannot  receive  patients  upon  other  terms,  no  persons  afHicted 
with  any  infectious  distemper,  can  on  any  account  be  admitted,  and 
they  are  rather  induced  to  acquiesce  in  this  proposal  from  Dr.  Bond's 
engaging  '  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  remorc  them  in  six  weeks.' " 


On  June  t6,  1779, 

"  Dr.  Bond,  Jr..  wailed  upon  the  Board,  and  reiumcd  thanks  for 
the  use  of  the  house  for  the  convalescents  of  the  military  hospital 
and  expressed  his  desire  of  paying  for  the  same.    The  managers 
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leave  it  to  the  doctor's  generosity  to  make  such  compensation  for  the 
benefit,  as  he  may  deem  adequate." 

In  July,  1782.  Dr.  Bond  desired  to  arrange  for  the 
admission  to  the  hospital  of  a  number  of  Continental 
soldiers,  and  also  a  number  of  British  prisoners,  who 
were  sick  in  the  gaol.  As  among  the  latter  there  were 
cases  of  contagious  disease,  the  hoard  refused  to  admit 
any  suffering  from  such  a  disorder.  iJr.  Bond  "  insisted 
that  all  the  sick  must  be  admitted  or  none."  Finally  his 
proposal  was  absolutely  rejected,  as  follows : 

"The  board  having  maturely  considered  Dr.  Bund's  proposals  are 
of  opinion  tfacy  are  totally  inadmissible,  being  in  direct  repugnance 
to  the  rules  of  the  institution." 

In  1783  the  Hospital  again  received  a  large  number 
of  sick  Continental  soldiers  as  pay  patients. 

Christopher  Marshall,  of  Philadelphia,  a  well-known 
druggist  and  much  respected  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  of  that  city  until  he  was  cut  off  by  them  because 
of  the  active  part  he  took  as  a  patriot  in  tlie  struggle 
with  Great  Britain,  was  appointed  by  the  Coimcil  of 
Safety  of  Philadelphia  to  look  after  the  needs  of  such 
sick  and  wounded  as  might  be  brought  to  that  city.  In 
his  Diary  kept  at  that  time  he  lias  left  us  many  glimpses 
of  his  active  work  in  their  behalf.  The  first  time  any 
large  number  of  tliem  was  brought  to  Philadelphia  was 
in  December,  1776.  He  provided  for  most  of  them  in 
the  Bettering  House,  as  the  Almshouse  was  then  called. 

From  an  entry  in  his  Diary  ^'  for  January  14,  1777, 
it  would  appear  that  there  was  occasionally  a  little  fric- 
tion between  the  civilians  who  were  engaged  in  loi>king 
after  the  wants  of  the  sick  and  wounded  and  the  medical 
officers  of  t!ie  army.     He  writes. — 


"  Edited  by  William  Uuane,  Philadelphia,  1839. 
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"A  dumber  of  sick  soldiers  coming  in.  Vintted  to-dsy  by  Dr. 
SlHpjirn,  Jr.  who  t>cing  chief  physician  for  th<  army  here,  proposed 
llie  Uikinji  of  the  sick  soldiers  from  the  sundry  bouses  in  this  city, 
where  ihey  are  now  placed,  into  the  House  of  Employment  to-mor- 
riiw.  Thitt  proposal  I  commimlcated  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  (who 
Itad  reiiu(-«tr«l  me  to  take  charge  of  the  ftick  soldierii  about  a  month 
(ui»l,)  III  tirder  for  their  dctcrminjition.  but  receit-cd  no  answer  this 
fvimlng,  i»  llicy  were  very  busy. 

"On  tlw  17th  of  January  he  writes  that  the  council  sent  'for 
lituwer  10  us  that  we  shonid  proceed  in  our  appoinbnem  as  before. 
WlFli<»tlt  payiiiK  iiiiy  regard  to  Wm_  Shippen's  notices,  etc.,  upon 
wlili'h  vie  resumed  our  former  care  and  regard  to  the  stck  soldiers 

and  primuri.' " 

Piiplii(f  tlic  HUinmcr  of  1776  army  hospitals  were  estab- 
Illhcfl  ut  Amix'y,  Elizabeth  town,  Fort  Lee,  New  Bnins- 
wlck,  Trcntiiii.  and  Newark. 

Wicltcn  '•  copies  the  following  return  from  "  American 

Arvliive* :" 

"  AuBoy,  Nov  I,  177& 
"  IlKAH  Sir: — Knctosed  is  a  return  of  the  stck  in  my  hospital 
IWnldM  Ili«»«  there  are  in  each  regiment  a  number  called  sick,  that 
■ri  ntil  |iri>i>er  nubjeets  for  the  hospital,  and  under  ilie  care  of  regi- 
itmntal  itirgeonB,  lliough  there  arc  no  regimental  hospitals.  This 
will  account  for  ihe  difference  heliveen  the  no.  of  sick  in  Col. 
GrUDnii  return  and  mine. 

"  Your  ohL  Serr't, 
"To  Richard  I'ktob.  Wiluam  Shippkk,  D.  H.,  &c" 

A  return  of  the  sick  in  the  hospitals  of  the  Flying 

^^L        Cnmp  and  Jersey  militia: 

^^H  "At  Ambiiy.— Two  Hospitals— Sick  90;  wounded  7:  Total  97. 

^^H  "At  Elirabethtown. — Siclt.  54;    wounded,  3:    sick  from  Canada, 

^H  is;  Total,  81. 

^^H  "  Al  Fort  Lee. — Sick  of  our  own,  73;  wounded,^:   distressed  New 

^^H  England  troops.  19;  total  93.(?) 

^^^  "  Brunswick.— Sick  10;  Total  10. 

t^  "Trenton.— Sick  56:   do,  56. 

^^H  "  Amount  of  whole,  308." 


"History  of  Medicine  in  New  Jersey,  p.  64. 
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Shippen  adds  that  he 

**  Has  DO*  taken  rh»rge  of  near  2,00a  that  are  icattered  op  and 
down  tbc  eooouy  in  cold  bams,  and  who  snffcr  exceediagly  for  waat 
of  oomfonaMc  apartmentG.  because  Dr.  Morma  does  dm  imdentaDd 
the  racantng  of  the  Hem.  Congress,  m  (beir  Uie  resolve,  aad  belierinc 
yet  ther  are  10  be  under  his  dircrtion.  altbott^  they  ire  on  this 
»ie  of  the  Hndjon  River.  He  i>  now  Kone  over  to  take  Ges. 
Wadnnctoa's  opinion.  As  soon  as  I  receive  the  GeoertTs  orders  oa 
Ac  foUccX.  I  fthall  exert  my  best  abilities,  etc" 

Washington  was  a  thorough  believer  in  inoculating 
the  troops  in  order  to  prevent  an  outbreak  of  smallpox 
amoi^  them. 

In  the  spring  of  1776  he  caused  Mrs.  Washington  to 
undergo  inoculation  while  she  M'as  staying  tn  Philadel- 
phia, as  he  was  fearful  lest  she  might  in  some  of  her 
frequent  visits  to  the  army  contract  smallpox. 

In  1776.  while  the  army  was  undergoing  a  season  of 
comfortable  repose  at  Morristown,  New  Jerse>',  -he  had 
a  number  of  houses  in  the  oeigfaborhood  6tted  up  as  in- 
oculatitjn  hospitals,  and  causetl  a  general  inoculatiotu  not 
only  of  the  troops,  but  also  of  the  pei^ple  in  the  i.-icinity 
of  the  camp.  The  Hev.  Jacob  Green  and  the  other  clergy 
of  Morrutown  lent  him  most  important  aid  in  this  work. 

"  Titer  arransed  hospitals  and  dictated  every  plan  with  a  pred- 
uoa  aad  poshiTcneu  that  was  not  to  he  disobeyed  by  their  parish- 
ioDen.  ud  mA  was  the  wei^  of  this  authority  thai  very  few  dia< 
resarded  it,  aad  that  few  of  than  died  of  the  fool  diseaK." 

The  Hanover  church  was  used  as  a  hospital  for  such 
aft  had  contracted  smallpox  in  the  natural  way,  and 
WaihingtoD  Irving  says  that  almost  all  of  this  ctiss  of 
patients  died,  whereas  but  few  of  those  inoculated  fatted 
to  recover  cotnpktely. 

On  Ftbnary  5,  1777.  Washii^on  wrote  to  Coocress 
from  >lorristoim,  that 
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"  The  small  pox  Yas  mule  such  head  in  every  quarter  that  I  find 
it  impossible  to  keep  it  from  spreading  through  the  whole  arm}-  in  the 
natural  way.  I  have  therefore  ilctermitied  not  only  to  inoculate  the 
troops  aow  here  that  have  not  had  it,  but  shall  order  Dr  Shippcn  to 
inoculate  the  recruits  as  fast  as  tliey  come  to  Philadelphia.  They 
will  lose  no  time  bccaose  they  will  go  through  the  disease  while  their 
ckrthing,  arms  and  accontrements  are  getting  ready."** 

After  the  battles  of  Brandywine  and  Red  Bank  and 
the  numerous  minor  engagements  which  took  place  in 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  at  that  time,  a  general  hos- 
pital was  established  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  of  which 
Dr.  James  Tilton,  who  later  during  the  war  of  1812  was 
physician  and  surgeon -general  to  the  United  States  army, 
was  in  charge.  He  tells  us^"  how  the  promiscuous  mix- 
ing of  a  large  number  of  sick  with  the  wotmded  men  in 
this  hospital  resulted  in  an  outbreak  of  jail  fever,  to  which 
he  himself  fell  a  victim,  and  only  recovered  after  a  severe 
illness. 

Twice  during  the  Revolution  the  littk  Moravian  vil- 
lage of  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania,  was  occupied  by  the 
sick  and  wounded  of  the  Continental  army.  My  informa- 
tion on  this  subject  is  practically  entirely  derived  from 
a  most  interesting  article  by  Mr.  Jordan,  of  the  Histori- 
cal Society  of  Pennsylvania,  which  appeared  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania Magasine  of  History  and  Biography  for  July, 
i8g6. 

It  is  to  Mr.  Jordan  that  we  owe  the  most  graphic  de- 
scription of  a  Revolutionary  army  hospital  in  our  pos- 
session, and  the  mass  of  information  he  has  sifted  out 
so  carefully  is  of  inestimable  value. 

The  first  occupancy  was  from  December,  1776.  to 
April,   1777,  and  occijrred  when  Cornwallis,  after  de- 


"Sparks's  Life  oE  Washington, 

"Tilton,  Observations  on  Military  Hospitals. 


lad 

Jersey. 
Amcriaaft  -a 
dded  tbae 
safety  lor 
and  great  a-^ 
Cornelius  Bkf^v  ■ 
DeceiHbcr  3,  i^ 
Warren : 

"  To  TBE  G>llMITm  iM   (|k- 
IT  MAY  COKCZJM. 
"GENnxMEK : — Aoc«*4«« 
ton's  orders  ihc  GcncraJ 
hem.  and  you  will  do  fhc  _^  _ 
providing  prnpcr  buildii^*  Um 
capacious  will  be  the  tnoM  cwi< 
you   will  act  upon  this  ocouv. 
Dnctor  Baldwin,  the  sentkmar  . 
upon  the  business  of  providinn  ;     ,. 
begging:  therefore  that  you  aflwc  u«u  « 
gentlemcD, 

"  Your  most  obedient  Imio 

"  Gen'I.  Hotpila)  ^■- . 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  \U    *. 
and  Dr.  Warren  also  arrived,  and  ij^- 
arrangements  for  the  reception  of  tW'^  •■.,. 
sick  soldiers. 

Dr.  Shippen  is  quoted  as  saying  iJur  ;, 
at  Morristown  had  Iiecn  ordered  to  lied  :  - 
"we  had  shown  such  a  willingness  lo 
he  would  now  arrange  to  quarter  the  ^-i.,  , 
Easton  and  Allentown." 

The  sick  began  arriving  at  once  and  in  '!.. 
able  condition,  after  their  long  midwiitiri 
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rough-riding  wagons.  Quartermaster  and  commissary 
supplies  were  not  at  hand  for  two  or  three  days  subse- 
quent to  this  influx  into  the  town,  and  the  Moravians 
generously  provided  for  the  wants  of  the  suflfering.  The 
Single  Brethren  vacated  their  quarters  in  order  to  give  the 
soldiers  room.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ettwcin.  of  the  Brother- 
hood, should  always  be  held  in  loving"  remembrance  by 
Americans  for  the  unselfishness  and  devoted  zeal  with 
which  he  rendered  his  services  to  the  sick  men.  He 
visited  tlie  sick  twice  a  week,  bringing  them  all  the 
comfort  he  could  in  their  unfortimate  condition.  Mr. 
Etlwein  records  that  there  were  sixty-two  deaths  in  the 
hospital  during  the  month  of  December,  most  of  them 
attributable  to  the  exposure  incident  to  the  removal  of 
the  general  hospital  from  Morristown.  Throughout  this 
occupancy  of  the  town  he  places  the  total  number  of 
deaths  at  one  hundred  and  ten. 

In  February,  1777^  smallpox  was  brought  into  the 
settlement  by  some  soldiers,  but  the  prompt  inoculation 
of  forty  of  the  men  and  some  children  saved  the  place 
from  an  ejiidemic.  On  the  27th  of  March  the  hospital 
was  ordered  transferred  to  Philadelphia,  and  the  order 
was  obeyed  as  quickly  as  possible,  leaving  the  gentle 
Moravians  to  resume  their  routine,  not  to  say  humdrum 
mode  of  existence,  from  which  they  had  been  so  rudely 
awakened.  There  were,  however,  .some  among  the  sol- 
diers too  sick  to  be  removed  with  the  restt  among  them 
Colonel  Isaac  Reed,  of  the  Fourth  Virginia  Regiment, 
who  was  sent  to  Philadelphia  on  June  22,  1777.  and  died 
in  that  city  a  month  later,  and  Dr.  John  Diiffield,  who 
did  not  leave  until  July  7,  and  is  recorded  as  "  the  last 
of  the  sick  attached  to  the  hospital  here." 

After  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  when  it  became  neces- 
sary for  the  Americans  to  abandon  Philadelphia,   the 
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second  occupation  of  Bethlehem  as  a  Continental  army 
hospital  occurred.  Dr.  Shippen  sent  Dr.  Hall  Jackson 
to  Bethlehem,  where  he  arrived  on  Tuesday,  September 
19.  ly^y,  bearing  tlie  following  letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Ettwein : 

"  Mv  Deak  Sir  :  It  gives  me  pain  to  be  obliged  by  order  of  Con- 
gress! to  send  my  sick  and  wounded  to  your  peaceable  Wllage,  but 
so  it  is.  Your  large  buildings  must  be  appropriated  to  their  u»e.  \Vc 
will  want  room  for  two  thousand  at  Bethleheoi,  Ea.iton,  Northamp- 
ton, etc.,  and  you  may  expect  them  Saturday  or  Sunday.  1  send 
Dr.  Jackson  before  them,  iKit  you  may  have  time  to  order  your 
affairs  iti  the  birst  niaiiticr.  TLic^c  arc  dreadful  times,  consequences 
of  unnatural  wars.  1  am  truly  concerned  for  your  society  and  wish 
sincerely  this  stroke  could  be  averted,  but  'tis  impossible.  I  beg 
Mr.  Hassc's  assistance.  Love  and  compliments  from,  ray  d'r  sir, 
"  Your  affectionate  hnmble  servant. 

■'  WiiiiAM  SatPPEN,  D.  G." 

Mr.  Jordan  quotes  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ettwein  as  follows: 

"  Seeing  oursetves  under  the  necessity  of  relieving  the  distress 
of  the  country,  we  gave  orders  for  the  vacation  of  the  Single 
Brethren's  Hoiiw,  and  its  inmates  to  be  distributed  in  Naiarelh  and 
adjacent  settlements.  On  Saturday  wc  began  to  realize  the  extent 
of  the  panic  that  had  stricken  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital,  as 
crowds  of  civilians  as  well  as  men  in  military  life,  began  to  enter 
the  town  in  the  character  of  fugitives." 

Among  the  wounded  were  Generals  T,afayctte  and 
Wot7dfor<l.  In  a  few  days  the  buildings  appropriated 
for  hospital  use  were  filled,  and  tetits  had  to  be  used  for 
those  for  whom  room  could  not  otherwise  be  found.  The 
army  surgeons  wislied  to  take  for  their  purposes  either 
the  "  Sisters'  "  or  the  "  Widows'  House,"  but  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Ettwein  succeeded  in  having  them  exempted  from 
seizure. 

The  following  proclamation  was  issued  by  the  members 
of  Congress,  who  were  then  among  tlie  fugitives  in  Beth- 
lehem: 
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"  Betbixhcu,  ScpL  aand,  I777. 
"  Having  her«  observed  a  diligent  attention  to  the  sick  and 
wounded,  and  a  hcticvoteiit  desire  to  make  the  neccfsar>*  provision 
for  the  relief  of  the  distressed  as  far  as  the  power  of  Ihc  brethren 
enables  them,  we  desire  thai  all  conlinentai  officers  may  refrain  from 
disturbing  the  persons  or  property  of  Ihc  Moravians  in  Bcthleliem; 
and  particularly,  that  they  do  not  disturb  or  molcal  the  houses  where 
the  women  arc  a&scmbled. 

"  Given  under  our  hands  at  the  place  and  time  above  inentioned. 
"John  Hakoock.  Wiluam  Di;ek. 

Samuo.  Adams.  Curneuus  Haknett. 

Jame3  DifAKE.  Richard  Henby  Lee. 

Natham  Ckownsos.  IIesry  Laurrns. 

Nathaxiel  Folsoh.  Bekjamin    Harrisos. 

Ricuakd  Law.  Jobitpu  Jones. 

Elii'ualst  Dvek.  John  Adaus. 

Henry  Marchant.  Wiuja«  Wiixiaus. 

"  Delegates  to  Congrtts." 

On  October  7,  1777,  the  wounded  from  the  battle- 
field of  Gcnnantown  began  to  arrive,  and  by  the  22d 
there  were  fuiir  hundred  patients  in  the  bospita.1  and 
fifty  in  tents,  and  the  doctors  announced  that  they  could 
accommodate  no  more. 

Hut  on  the  28th  of  October  Hospital  Commissary  Hugh 
James  arrived  with  orders  from  Dr.  Rush  to  proWde 
immediately  for  the  reception  of  one  hundred  more  pa- 
tients. To  fulfil  this  order  they  were  obliged  to  put  up 
a  number  of  frame  buildings  for  the  doctors,  attendants, 
and  guard,  so  that  the  sick  might  be  placed  in  the  more 
substantial  houses. 

In  December  the  hospital  became  terribly  overcrowded, 
and  remained  so  into  the  spring.  Th<i  ventilation  was 
poor  and  tlie  place  became  fiUhy,  and  putrid  fever  claimed 
many  victims.  There  were  seven  hundred  patients 
crowded  at  one  time  into  the  house  of  the  Single  Breth- 
ren, which  had  been  previously  considered  overcrowded 
by  four  hundred  patients.      One  reason  for  this  over- 
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crowding  is  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Shippen  in  a  letter  to 
Omgress,  wherein  he  states  that  many  soldiers  who  were 
entirely  recovered  were  obliged  to  remain  in  Bethlehem 
for  want  of  suitable  clothing  in  which  to  return  to  the 
army. 

Mr.  Jordan  thinks  that  the  number  of  deaths  in  the 
Bethlehem  hospital  during  this  second  occupation  may  be 
computed  at  upward  of  five  hundred.  Among  those  who 
died  were  Dr.  Joseph  Harrison,  Dr.  Aquila  Wilmot,  and 
Hospital  Steward  Robert  Gillespie,  of  the  hospital  staff. 
The  two  latter  were  buried  in  the  "  Strangers'  Row"  of 
the  Moravian  cemetery.  The  reasons  for  this  high  rate  of 
mortality  arc  not  far  to  seek.  Mr.  Jordan  gives  us  the 
statements  of  three  of  the  surgeons  connected  with  the 
hospital, — namely,  Drs.  William  Smith,  William  Brown, 
and  Moses  Scott. 

Dr.  Smith  states, — 

"That  he  had  known  from  four  to  five  patients  die  on  the  same 
straw  before  it  was  changed,  and  that  many  of  thcni  had  been  ad- 
mittcd  only  for  slight  disorders.  Uf  the  eleven  junior  (urKeons  and 
uialeii.  i«i  tt>uk  the  infectiuit.  most  ol  them  dangerously  so.  and  one. 
Dr.  Joseph  Harrison,  had  died,  and  of  the  three  hospital  stewards, 
two  had  died  and  the  third  narrowly  escaped.  Owing  to  the  crowded 
wards,  and  the  want  of  almost  every  necessary,  it  was  impottsible  to 
prevent  an  infection,  and  that  the  sufferings  of  the  sick  could  not  be 
attributed  to  ncgltgoice  or  inattention  of  the  surgeons  and  physi- 
cians." 

Dr.  William  Brown  says. — 

"  That  when  tlic  hospital  was  opened  it  was  many  weeks  wtlhout 
so  necessary  articles  as  brooms,  and  that  at  last  he  was  obliged  to 
have  them  taken  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town." 


Lastly,  Dr.  Moses  Scott  writes  that  during  the  three 
months  which  he  spent  in  the  hospital 

"  Between  eight  and  nine  hundred  patients  were  admitted,  thirty- 
four  of  whom  died,  and  that  vwing  to  tlic  moving  of  the  hospitals 
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ID  the  beETinninff.  it  was  almost  impossible  to  tnake  exact  r«tttrns  oE 
the  sick  and  wounded.  Upon  compulation,  allowing  four  feet  for 
eacli  patient,  we  concluded  tlutt  ihe  house  would  bold  three  hundred 
and  sixty  without  crowding." 

Dr.  James  Tilton*'  on  his  way  home  from  rhe  hos- 
pital at  Princeton  on  sick-leave  stopped  £or  a  short  lime 
in  Bethlehem,  and  he  has  left  us  the  minutes  of  an  in- 
teresting conversation  which  took  place  hctwccn  himself 
and  several  of  the  surgeons  of  tlie  Bethlehem  hospital. 
as  follows: 

"During  my  stay,  it  was  nstural  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  their 
hosfntal.  The  method  I  took  was  lo  propose  a  competition,  not  whose 
hospital  had  done  the  most  good  but  who^c  hospital  had  done  the 
most  mischief.  I  was  requested  to  give  an  accoimt  of  Princeton 
bospitat.  I  stated  with  all  the  exaggeration  I  could  with  truth,  not 
only  affecting  mortality  among  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  but 
that  the  orderly  men,  nurses  and  other  attendants  on  the  liospital 
were  liable  to  the  infection,  that  I  had  myself  narrowly  escaped 
death;  and  that  five  other  surB;eonft  and  mates  had  afterwards  been 
seized.  I  was  answered  that  the  malignity  and  mortality  of  Prince- 
ton Hospital  bore  no  comparison  with  theirs:  that  at  Bcthlebcm  not 
an  orderly  man  or  nurse  escaped,  and  but  few  of  the  surgeons :  that 
one  surgeon,  Jos,  Harrison,  a  fine  young  fellow,  distinguished  for  his 
assiduity,  had  died,  and  to  Rive  me  soiric  idea  of  the  mortality  of  this 
hospital,  one  of  (he  surgeons  asked  me  if  I  were  act)uainted  with  that 
fine  volunteer  regiment  of  Virginia,  commanded,  I  think,  by  Col. 
Gibson,  r  answered  I  knew  it  only  by  reputation.  He  then  went  on 
to  say  that  forty  of  that  regiment  had  come  to  that  hospital,  and 
then  asked  me  how  many  I  supposed  would  ever  join  the  regiment? 
I  guessed  a  third  or  the  fourth  part.  He  declared  solemnly  that  not 
three  wouM  ever  return,  tliat  one  man  had  joined  bis  regiment; 
that  another  was  convalescent  and  might  possihly  recover,  but  that 
the  only  remaining  one  besides,  was  in  the  last  stage  of  the  colliqua- 
tive flux  and  muit  soon  die  1  was  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  hos- 
pital at  Bethlehem  had  been  more  fatal  than  that  at  Princetott" 

Dr.  Shippen  summed  up  the  causes  of  the  mortality 
at  Bethlehem  to  be.  in  his  opinion. 

"  Observations  on  Military  Hospitals. 
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In  dx  bcgHM^c  «f  177^  Ae  jutbmiuefc  b^an  die 
mnral  of  flie  fcmpilalf  and  by  llie  8A  of  April  the 
Sou  orau*  Bor  tfs  ocmrt'  w3s  pfOtHBlgwpg  Tnc  icvcr 
had  ■nHig.la  fc,niii  iMiihii  fin  Itw  !■■■  Manrnas,  seven 
of  dse  Sa^e  Bittlueu  h«Tii^  <fied  dnring  the  oecapaaxy 
of  tlnr  bonae,  also  a  aoa  of  tfae  Rer.  3^.  Ettweia. 

Mr.  Jordaa  (potcs  the  report  of  Goiera]  Ladilan  Mc- 
Inlotb,  irix>  iu|niiiinikkd  the  removal  of  tbc  bospttal, 
to  General  WadngloD.  This  is  the  only  report  of  the 
bosphal  foixnd  in  the  archives  at  Washington.  It  states 
that  irom  Jaztuary  i  to  April  12,  177S, 

"  Eicbtr-otK  loldierf  died.  tweMjr-firc  deserted,  one  hondrcd  uid 
tmtaxy-tmo  were  fiscfauxed  snd  khI  Id  tfae  mrmy ;  eleven  were  at 
tkc  dnc  bcbarj  [ia  Alkntowal.  two  were  ■McdiKiik  oa  stdc  aod 
wooDoca  onocfh  sw  ul  tbe  rest  renoTed  ffooi  die  bOApiUiL 

At  LJtitz.  another  Moravian  village,  in  Lancaster 
G>unty.  Pennsylvania,  a  Continental  army  liospital  was 
established  and  maintained  from  December,  1777,  until 
August,  1778. 

Mr.  Jordan's  account  of  it  is  fully  as  interesting  as  is 
*  his  account  of  the  hospital  at  Bethlehem. 

Dr.  Samuel  Kennedy  arrived  at  Lititz  on  December 
14,  1777.  with  a  written  order  from  General  Washington 
for  the  inhabitants  to  provide  accommodations  for  two 
hundred  and  fifty  sick  and  wounded  soldiers.  It  was 
again  the  Single  Brethren  ujxjn  whom  the  blow  fell  most 
heavily.  They  were  again  obliged  to  vacate  their  hmisc 
in  spite  of  many  expostulations  by  Bishoji  Mchl. 

On  Decembw  19  eighty  sick  arrived,  and  the  follow- 
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ing  day  fifteen  wagoo-knds  more  were  received.  There 
wen  bat  two  doc&on  attached  to  the  hosptal  Putrid 
iiever  broke  out  in  a  few  days  and  both  the  doctors  were 
prostrated  with  H.  and  Dr.  Adolph  Meyer,  the  Mora- 
vians* physician,  had  to  fill  their  pbces  tsntil  rdieved, 
ten  da\*s  tater^  "  t^  a  doctor  who  was  a  Gennan  from 
Saxony." 

There  were  seven  deaths  in  ten  days  from  the  fever, 
a  pretty  high  roortalitj-,  and  in  January,  1778,  ti  hecame 
qndcmic.  and  five  Morariaos,  who  were  servii^  as  voliin- 
tcer  nurses,  and  the  assistant  pastor  of  the  congregation, 
the  Rev.  John  J.  Schniick,  died  of  it. 

In  January  Dr.  VViBiam  Brown,  one  of  the  most  capa- 
ble medical  officers  in  the  Continental  army  and  author 
of  the  first  American  pharmacopceia.  was  placed  in  cbargc 
of  all  the  Continental  army  hospitals  in  Lttitz  and  its 
vicinity,  and  Dr.  Francis  Allison,  Jr.,  was  associated  with 
him. 

In  March,  1778.  the  inhabitants,  to  their  great  con- 
sternation, heard  that  Dr.  Shippen  contemplated  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  general  hospital  at  Lititz.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Ettwcin  wrote  to  General  Washington  imploring  him 
to  countermand  any  order  to  that  effect  that  might  have 
been  issued. 

Washington  wrote  to  him  on  March  28,  from  Valley 
Forgjc,  to  the  following  effect : 

"  Stt— I  have  received  your  letter  of  35th,  by  Mr.  Hasse.  setting 
forth  the  injary  that  will  be  done  to  the  infaabitanis  of  Lililz  by 
establithing  a  general  hwpiul  there — it  is  necdlcsii  to  explain  how 
e&Kntial  an  establishment  of  this  Idnd  ts  to  the  welfare  of  the  army, 
and  you  must  be  sensible  that  it  camiot  be  made  anywhere  without 
occaninninji  inconvenience  to  »omc  set  of  people  or  other.  Al  the 
fame  time  it  is  ever  my  wish  and  aim  that  the  public  good  be 
effeaed  with  as  little  sacrifice  as  possible  of  individual  interests,  and 
I  would  by  no  means  sanction  any  burdens  on  the  people  in  whose 
favor  you  remonstrate,  which  the  public  service  does  not  require. 
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The  arrangcmetil  and  distribution  of  the  hospitals  depends  entirely 
on  Dr.  Shippcn,  and  1  am  persuaded  that  he  will  not  exert  the 
aathority  vested  in  him  unneces^rily  to  your  prejudice.  It  would 
be  proper,  however,  to  represent  to  him,  the  circuin&taitcc:>  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Litiz,  and  you  may,  if  you  chootie  it.  communicate  the 
contents  of  this  letter  to  him. 

"I  am  sir, 

"  Your  most  obcd't  ser't, 

"Geo.  WAsniNoio»." 

Bishop  Hehl  wrote  to  Dr.  Shippcn  about  the  matter, 
and  was  answered  as  follows ; 

"Sm— 1  am  so  much  affected  at  the  very  tlioughta  of  distrcKS- 
ing  a  society  I  have  so  great  an  esteem  for,  that  you  may  depend 
upon  it  I  will  not  put  into  execution  the  proposal  of  removing  the 
inhabitants  of  Lititz,  unless  cruet  neceanity  urges,  which  al  present 
I  don't  imagine  will  be  the  case.  If  we  should  Ax  the  General  Hos- 
piul  and  take  more  room  in  your  village,  it  shall  be  doiii;  in  a 
manner  the  least  distressing  and  disagreeable  to  your  flock  that 
is  possible,  of  which  I  will  con^ilt  you.  I  am  sir,  your  and  the 
congregation's  affectionate  and  very  htunble  servant, 

"W.  SuifPUt. 

"  Manheiu.  9  April,  1778." 

However,  the  necessity  for  removing  the  inhabitants 
of  Lititz  uut  of  tlieir  homes  never  arose. 

General  Mcintosh  rci«jrted  of  this  hospital,  that  from 
February  i  to  April  20,  1778, 

"  364  wounded  and  sJck  soldiers  have  hecn  admitted  to  the  hos- 
pital, that  142  had  been  di.<Khargc(]  and  sent  Co  camp;  8j  had  died 
and  deserted,  and  39  were  under  treatment" 


This  report  also  stated,-^ 

"  The  accounts  of  the  first  doctors  cannot  be  found.  This  is  a 
convenient  and  pleasant  place  for  a  hospital,  acd  is  so  near  Lan- 
caster, that  the  same  office  and  5urgcon<i  may  attend  both.  The 
hospitals  at  Schaefferstown  [Lebanon]  and  Ephrata  should  be  re- 
moved here,  as  both  are  very  incnnvenienL" 

On  the  2 1  St  day  of  August  the  surgeons  were  ordered 
to  make  preparations  for  the  removal  of  the  patients,  and 
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on  the  28lh  they  began  sending-  them  to  Lancaster  and 
Yellow  Springs.  During  the  occupation  of  the  house 
of  the  Single  Brethren  one  hundred  and  twenty  soldiers 
had  died  in  it. 

Ill  May,  1776,  Congress  passed  rcsohitions  establishing 
an  army  hospital  in  Virginia,  and  appointing  Dr.  William 
Rickman  physician  and  director-general  of  it.  Tlie  hos- 
pital was  located  in  WiUiamshurg,  and  it  had  been  at 
first  intended  to  convert  the  College  buildings  to  hospital 
uses,  but  finally  a  building  known  as  "  the  Palace"  was 
taken  for  the  purpose.  The  French  troops  used  the  Col- 
lege later.  Dr.  James  Tilton  was  left  at  Williamsburg 
in  charge  of  the  American  sick  and  wounded  after  the 
surrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown,  when  Gen- 
eral Washington  with  his  army  went  north.  The  French 
troops  remained  cantoned  at  the  same  place.  Pie  writes  '* 
of  their  hospital  as  follows: 

"  Being  thus  in  a  French  garrison  I  hnd  some  orportiinity  of 
observing  the  French  practice  and  inanagemcnt  of  iheir  side  In 
pusiag  the  wards  of  tlieir  hospital,  their  paiicnis  apt>car  very  ueat  and 
clean,  above  all  examples  I  had  ever  seen.  Each  patient  was  accom- 
modated with  everything  necessary  even  to  a  night  cap.  Neverthe- 
less, they  were  not  more  successful  than  we  were.  Even  their 
wounded,  with  all  the  boasted  dexterity  of  the  French  to  aid  them, 
were  no  more  furtunate  than  ours.  I  was  led  tu  attribute  their 
failure  princip.^l]y  to  two  cau.ses.  For  case  and  convenience,  they 
had  contrived  a  common  necessary  for  their  whole  hospital,  the 
colEcge,  a  large  buitding  three  stories  high,  by  creeling  a  half  hexa- 
gon, of  common  boards,  reaching  from  the  roof  down  to  a  pit  in  the 
eartli.  From  this  perpendicuLir  conduit  doors  opened  upon  each 
floor  of  the  hospital:  and  all  manner  of  filtli  and  excrcmenlitious 
matters  were  dropped  and  thrown  down  this  common  sewer  into 
the  pit  below.  This  sink  of  nastincss  perfumed  the  whole  house  very 
sensibly  and,  without  doubt,  vitiated  all  the  air  within  the  wards. 
Iti  the  next  place  their  practice  appeared  to  me  to  be  very  inert. 
When  passing  their  wards  with  the  prescribing  physicians,  I  observed 
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a  great  number  of  their  patients  in  a  languid  and  puirtd  condition 
and  asked  occasionally  il  the  bark  would  not  be  proper  in  such  cases  ? 
The  uniform  answer  was  no,  too  much  intlammation.  And  when 
they  had  attended  my  round  of  prescription  and  saw  me  frequently 
prescribing  the  bark,  in  febrile  cases,  and  even  for  the  wounded,  they 
lifted  up  their  hands  in  astonishment.  Few  or  no  chemical  remedies 
were  employed  by  them.  One  of  their  regimental  surgeons  declared 
that  he  never  used  opium.  Their  hoitpiul  pharmacopeia  consisted 
chiefly  of  ptisan^  decoctions,  and  watery  drinks,  fitted  only  for  in- 
flammaiory  disorders.  All  these  circumslancej  consitlered,  ttatisRed 
my  mind  why  their  ample  Bccommodations  gave  them  no  advantage 
of  U5  in  the  result  of  practice.  I  was  the  more  surprised  as  Doctors 
Cost  and  Borgelli  appeared  to  be  men  of  science,  well  qualified  to 
make  research," 

In  1780  the  French  fleet  arrived  at  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  on  their  mission  of  aid  to  the  Americans.  Dr. 
Craik  was  deputed  by  General  Washington  to  prepare 
hospitals  at  that  point  for  the  proiier  reception  o£  any 
of  the  Frencli  king's  officers  and  men  who  might  be  in 
need  of  medical  assistance  on  their  arrival  in  this  coun- 
try. General  Washington  furnished  Dr.  Craik  with  the 
following  letter  to  the  governor  of  Rhode  Island : 

"  HKAi>0UAimK3,  MouusTOWir,  May  95.  iTfltx 
"Sta: — Dr.  Craik,  assistant  director  general  of  the  hoapitaN  in 
our  army,  will  have  the  honour  of  delivering  this  letter  to  your 
excellency.  This  genllenian  comes  to  Providence  to  provide  bus* 
pitals  and  such  refreshment  as  may  be  wanted  in  the  first  instance 
for  the  sick,  which  may  be  on  boai^  the  fleet  of  His  most  Christian 
Majesty  when  it  arrives.  The  Doctor  will  consnit  with  your  excel- 
lency about  the  houses  which  will  lie  necessary  and  proper  upon  the 
occasion,  and  on  the  best  mode  of  obtaining  the  refreshments  which 
he  may  think  it  necessary  to  provide.  He  will  stand  very  materially 
in  need  of  your  good  offices  in  this  interesting  business,  and  in  a 
particular  manner  will  want  the  assistance  of  the  State,  either  to 
advance  him  money  or  their  credit,  for  laying  in  the  requisite  sup- 
plies. This  1  am  persuaded  they  will  most  readily  give  him,  from 
an  earnest  desire  to  afford  every  possible  comfort  and  accommoda- 
tion tn  the  sick  of  our  good  .^nd  great  ally,  who  have  the  strongest 
claim  to  our  attention  and  generosity.  Your  excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  have  the  account  of  dtubursements  incurred  on  the  occa- 
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sion,  kept  in  a  clear  and  panicular  manner,  which  will  be  punctually 
paid  by  Mons.  Came,  Commissary  at  War  to  lu&  mo.sl  Christian 
Majesty;  or  Mr.  Damour,  his  consul,  in  gold  or  silver,  or  in  bills 
of  exchange  on  France,  on  the  arrival  at  Frovideacc.  One  of  ihcse 
gentlemen  will  be  there  in  a  short  time. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  highest  respect  your  excellency's 
most 

"Obedient  »er>-ant 

"G&XGK  Wasbinciom. 
"To   HIS   EXCEUXKCY 

Gotthnoi  Greene." 

The  citizens  of  Providence  objected  most  strongly  to 
the  proposition  which  was  first  advanced, — ^namely,  to 
take  the  College  buildings  in  the  town  for  hospital  pur- 
poses. While  the  matter  was  under  discussion  General 
Heath  addressed  tlie  following  letter  to  the  governor  of 
the  State,  explaining  the  importance  of  early  action  in 
the  matter : 

"  Gbheral  Heath  to  the  Goveknos  of  Rqocc  Island. 

'■  Providence,  June  18th,  178a 
"Sik;  1  was  this  morning  honored  with  yours  of  yesterday. 
Please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  kind  con^aiulations  and  wishes 
that  my  command  may  be  happy.  I  am  sorry  to  give  yonr  ExccU 
Icncy  or  the  Honorable  Assembly  any  interruptions  in  yowr  impor- 
tant deiibera(ion» ;  but  from  an  anxiety  that  every  preparation  may 
be  niadc  for  tlic  reception  of  the  sick  of  our  illustrious  ally.  I  am 
constrained  to  do  it.  Every  exertion  is  in  exercise  to  have  the  hos- 
pital in  readiness,  but  Dr.  Craik  informs  me  that  it  will  be  some 
time  before  the  buildings  he  is  removing  and  repairing  will  be  com- 
pleted. Should  the  deet  soon  arrive,  unless  some  other  buJldings 
arc  taken  up  aH  a  reserve,  on  such  an  emergency  the  sick  will  sufTcr. 
and  the  service  receive  injnry.  I  find  Dr.  Craik  has  a  high  opinion 
of  the  accommodntion  and  situation  of  the  college  in  this  town.  I 
find  that  the  inhabitants  are  much  against  that  seminary's  being 
taken  as  a  hospital  or  infectious  diseases  introduced  anions  the  in- 
habitants. Your  Excellency  is  fully  sensible  of  how  much  importance 
it  is  that  hospitals  should  be  provided  and  at  the  same  time  ihst  it 
should  be  effected  in  a  manner  if  possible  Uiat  will  not  excite  an  idea 
in  the  breasts  of  our  allies,  that  there  is  nut  ;tn  hearty  aequiocence  in 
every  measure  adopted  for  their  comfort  and  convenience.  1  have 
been  informed  that  a  committee  has  been  appointed  for  the  purpoae 


IN  THE   UNITED   STATES. 


297 


of  takinB  up  buildings.  Pennit  me  to  express  a  wish  that  every  step 
may  be  taken  without  loss  of  time  which  our  allies  can  rcLsoiiftbly 
exp«t.  or  the  honor  of  our  counlry  requires. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  Ihc  grealcst  respect 

"  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  acrvaat 

"  W.  Heath. 
"  To  His  ExcELixjJcy  Govehnor  GREEifs. 

"  P.S.  I  am  not  ncquainte<J  With  the  situation  of  the  place  where 
hoi^pitals  arc  now  preparing.  I  am  informed  it  has  a  fine  salubrtous 
air.  but  from  reports  am  apprehensive  thai  it  may  be  annnycd  hy  the 
enemy's  .shipping  if  left  unprclecied  and  a  removal  from  the  place 
easily  prevented  but  with  this  you  arc  best  acquainted. 

"W.  H." 

The  protest  of  the  citizens  finally  proved  sticcessful. 
the  Legislature  passing  the  following  resolution  making 
arrangements  for  the  French  hospital  elsewhere  than  in 
the  College  buildings: 

"  Whereas  his  Excellency  General  Washington  hy  his  letter  tn  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  on  the  ajth  day  of  la*t  month,  hath  re- 
quested this  state  to  give  their  assistance  to  Dr.  Craik,  as&i^lant 
director  general  at  the  hospitals  of  the  continental  army  who  hath 
in  consequence  of  in.strudion  from  Gen'l,  Washington  come  into 
this  state  to  provide  hospilah  and  refreshments  for  the  sick  which 
may  be  on  board  His  Most  Christian  Majesty's  fleet  now  expected 
in  this  State,  and  this  Assembly  taking  into  consideration  the  said 
request,  and  earnestly  desiring  to  afford  every  possible  comfort  and 
assistance  to  the  sick  and  distressed  of  the  illustrious  ally  of  the 
United  States,  Do  vote  and  resolve,  that  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recom- 
mended to  Ephraim  Bowen,  Jr..  Esq.,  deputy  quartermaster  general 
to  cause  the  buildings  on  the  farm  in  Bristol  lately  belonging  to 
Wm,  Vasscl  Esq..  to  be  inuncdiaiely  put  in  proper  rcjiair  for  the 
said  purpose  and  that  he  cause  such  additional  buildings  to  be 
erected  on  the  said  farm  and  on  the  school  farm  adjoining  thereto, 
as  shall  with  the  buildini^  first  mentioned,  lie  .sufficient  to  contain 
the  numbers  and  answer  the  purposes  pointed  out  in  the  said  instruc- 
tions to  Dr.  Craik,  That  John  J.  Clark.  Jonathan  Arnold,  and  Ben- 
jamin Bourne  Esqs.  be  and  they  hereby  arc,  appointed  a  committee 
to  advise  with  the  said  Ephraim  Bowen.  Jr.,  respecting  the  repairs 
necessary  for  the  said  buildings  and  the  most  suitiable  places  to 
erect  new  ones ;  and  that  in  case  the  nunkber  of  sick  shall  exceed  the 
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provision  made  for  tlicm,  the  said  committee  advise  the  said  Ephraim 
Bowen,  Jr.,  wliere  and  what  otlicr  builUiiiKS  Khali  he  taken  up  for 
their  accomniodation  and  comfort,  and  for  the  more  speedily  effectins 
the  said  purposes.  It  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  said  Ephraim 
Bowen,  Jr.,  to  cause  such  barracks  as  may  he  a.t  Tiverton  and  at  the 
north  end  of  Rhode  Island,  to  be  removed  to  the  said  farms,  and 
also  to  make  use  of  a  large  frame  in  Tiverton  near  Col.  Pardon 
Gray's.  It  is  further  voted  and  resolved,  that  Dr.  Jonathan  Arnold 
and  Dr.  Isaac  Senter  be,  and  they  arc  hereby,  appointed  a  committee 
lo  advise  witli  the  said  Dr.  Craik,  respecting  the  neces.»ary  means 
and  measures  to  be  pursued  to  Prevent  any  contagious  disorders, 
which  may  prevail  amonirsi  the  said  sick,  from  beins  communicated 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  State.  And  for  enabling  the  said  Ephraim 
Bowcn,  Jr.,  to  carry  the  aforesaid  purpose  into  execution,  and  to 
•up[tly  the  said  Dr.  Craik  agreeably  to  the  said  request.  It  is  further 
voted  and  resolved  that  he  be.  and  hereby  is,  empowered  to  draw  tbe 
sum  of  iicooo,  lawful  money,  out  ol  the  general  trea&ury." 

We  are  all  familiar  with  the  terrible  privations  under- 
gone by  the  soldiers  in  the  American  army,  but  I  think 
that  one  can  hardly  conceive  the  fearful  scarcity  of 
medical  and  surgical  supplies  with  which  the  medical 
men  of  the  army  had  to  contend. 

Morgan  '"  details  the  result  of  an  order  issued  on  July 
3,  1776,  requiring  the  regimental  surgeons  to  forward 
a  report  of  the  surgical  supplies  which  they  had  in  their 
possession.  The  surgeons  of  only  fifteen  regiments  re- 
sponded.   This  Morgan  ascribed, 

"  if  not  to  that  lMickwardne.is  which  the  RcgimcntaJ  Surgeons  ever 
shewed  to  complying  with  General  Orders,  perhaps,  to  a  cnn.\cious 
shame  of  being  entirely  destitute  of  any  necessary  articles,  but  what 
they  had  been  previously  indulged  to  draw  from  the  General  Hos- 
pital. Some  of  them,  whom  I  afterwards  met,  and  inquired  into  the 
cause  of  their  neglect,  confcs.scd  this  to  be  the  truth." 

Among  the  fifteen  regiments, 

"All  the  instruments  were  reported  to  be  private  property,  and 
amounted  to  six  .sets  of  amputating  instruments,  two  of  trepanning 
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diHo,  fifteen  cases  of  ipocket  instruments,  seventy-five  crooked,  and 
six  slraighl  needles.  Anionic&t  the  whole  fifteen  Surgeoas.  there  were 
only  four  scalpels,  or  incision  knives,  for  dilating  wound<i,  or  any 
other  purpose:  three  pair  of  forceps  for  exira«ing  bullets;  half 
a  paper  and  seventy  pins;  and  hut  few  bandn^cs,  ligatures  or  tour* 
niqucts,  and  as  little  old  linen,  lint  or  tow,  but  what  they  had  pro- 
cured from  the  General  Hospital;  and  only  two  ounces  of  spunge 
in  all." 


Many  of  these  surgeons  excused  themselves  by  stating 
that  they  understood  that  these  supplies  would  be  fur- 
nished to  them  upon  their  joining  the  artny. 

Dr.  Norris  quotes  a  number  of  most  interesting  ex- 
tracts from  letters  which  he  had  had  the  opportunity  of 
reading  which  bear  upon  the  same  point.  Thus  Dr.  Bin- 
ney,  of  the  general  hospital,  was  sent  from  the  army  in 
New  York  to  Philadelphia  to  purchase  some  urgently 
needed  surgical  instruments.     But  he  reported 

"chat  there  was  no  instruments  to  be  purchased  at  any  rate,  and 
that  the  only  workmen  in  the  city  that  could  make  surgeons'  instru* 
menu  was  engaged  by  Congress  upon  arms,  and  could  not  under- 
take any  work  for  a  long  time  to  come." 

Dr.  James  Hutchinson  wrote 

"thai  during  the  winter  of  1778  there  was  such  a  want  of  lancets, 
that  numbers  of  the  regimental  surgeons,  and  some  of  those  of  the 
fljriog  hospital  were  without  one." 

I  have  transcribed  from  Norris  the  three  letters  which 
follow.  They  represent  so  graphically  the  trondition  of 
affairs  with  whicli  we  arc  dealing  that  I  cannot  forego 
the  pleasure  of  presenting  them  to  the  reader. 

The  first  is  from  Dr.  Bartlctt  to  Dr.  Potts. 

"  HtADQUAaTHts.  JuIy  26tli,  1777. 
'DEAk  Sn: 

"  Your  favour  of  the  ajth  ituL  I  have  this  moment  received.  Shall 
comply  with  the  requisttton  contained,  though  I  shall  be  left  with 
but  two  Regimenul  Surgeons  in  tbe  whole  army.    1  am  this  moment 
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nturacd  from  Fort  Edward,  where  a  p^rty  of  Hell  Hounds,  in 
coa}ttoctum  with  ibcir  brrthren,  the  Britul)  troops  fell  OQ  Mtr 
advuicc  guard,  and  inhuinanclj'  tratcbcred,  icalpcd,  3ad  ttripd  foa" 
of  tfcan,  and  wounded  two  more,  eacta  in  ihe  thigh;  four  more  are 
mtwiiig  Poor  Mils  Jenny  McCrca,  and  the  woman  with  whom 
she  tired,  were  taken  br  the  savages,  led  op  the  hill  to  where  there 
was  a  body  of  British  troops,  there  the  poor  girl  was  shot  to  death 
in  cold  blood,  scalped  and  left  on  the  groond ;  the  other  woman  aot 
Tct  fooiuL  The  alarm  came  to  camp  at  two  p.m..  I  was  at  dinner. 
I  wiHMtdtateljr  sent  off  to  collect  all  the  Regimental  Surgeons,  in 
order  to  take  sonic  one  or  two  of  them  akng  with  me  to  assist,  but 
the  Uivil  a  bit  of  one  was  there  to  be  found,  except  three  mates, 
one  of  whom  had  the  squirts ;  the  other  two  I  took  with  mc.  There 
is  neither  amptilating  iDSimments,  crooked  needle,  or  toumiqaet  in 
all  the  camp.  I  have  a  handfid  of  lint,  and  two  or  three  bandages, 
and  that  is  all.  What  in  the  name  of  wonder  I  am  to  do  in  case 
of  an  attack,  Cod  only  knows;  withom  assistance,  without  instru- 
meats,  without  everything.  What  can  have  become  of  Stewart  with 
the  stores,  medicine  chest,  my  baggage,  etc  If  it  h  consistent  with 
the  public  good,  and  agreeable  to  your  opinion,  pray  assist  tnc  with 
one  or  two  of  your  surgeons.  My  respectful  compliments  to  yotv- 
sclf  and  all  the  Fraternity. 

"  I  am.  Sir 

"  Your  very  humble  servant 

"Jtto.  Bakxixr 

"D».  Potts.  Dep.  Director- Genl.  M.D." 

The  second  letter  illustrates  the  anger  of  Dr.  Cochran 
at  what  he  refjardecl  as  criminal  neglect  of  the  sick  in  the 
army.  It  is  addressed  to  Dr.  Potts  at  Morristown,  New 
Jersey. 

"  Dear  S«  :— 

"  1  received  your  favor  by  Dr.  Bond,  and  am  extremely  sorry  for 
ihc  prcBcnl  situation  of  the  Hospital  finances;  the  stores  have  all 
been  expended  for  two  weeks  past,  and  not  less  than  6oo  Renimental 
tick  and  lame,  most  of  whom  require  some  assisunce.  which  being 
withheld,  arc  languishing  and  must  suffer.  I  flatter  myself  >'0u  have 
no  blame  in  this  matter,  but  curse  on  liini  or  them  by  whom  this 
evil  is  produced.  The  vengeance  of  an  offended  Deity  must  Over- 
take the  miscreants  sooner  or  later.  It  grieves  my  soul  to  see  the 
poor,  worthy  brave  fellows  pine  away  for  want  of  a  few  comforts 
which  they  have  dearly  earned.    I  shall  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the 
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Commander- in 'Chief,  and  represent  our  situation,  but  I  am  persuaded 
it  can  have  Jillle  edect,  for  what  can  he  do  ?  He  may  refer  tin;  matter 
to  Congress,  they  to  tlie  Medical  Committee,  who  would  prohably 
pow-wow  over  it  for  a  while,  and  no  more  be  heard  of  it.  Thus  we 
go  before  the  wind.  Compliments  to  all  friends,  and  believe  mc. 
Dear  Sir, 

"  Yours,  very  sincerely, 

"JoHK  Cochran." 


The  last  of  the  three  letters  is  from  Dr.  Thomas  Bond. 
Jr.,  to  Dr.  Potts,  and  in  it  he  likewise  gives  vent  to  his 
indignation  at  the  sufTerings  of  the  soldiers,  which  he 
is  obliged  to  witness  without  means  of  alleviating. 

"Dear  Potts:— 

"The  Hospitals  are  all  suffering  for  want  of  stores,  particularly 
wine,  Bp^^i(^,  tea,  coflcc,  rice,  and  molaii?*c*i.  Very  grievous  com- 
plaints were  made  mc  yesterday  by  Ur.  Moses  Scott  and  Tilton, 
at  Baiikenridsie:  ihcy  suffer  very  much  by  the  commissioners  not 
heing:  furnished  with  cash  by  which  they  can  procure  milk  and 
vegetables,  matters  so  necessary  to  a  sick  person.  Godl  'twould 
make  you  feel  and,  rouse  every  puUe  within  you  to  see  a  fine  brave 
fcHow  who  has  nobly  fought  in  most  of  our  battles,  perhaps  been 
dangerously  wounded  in  one  or  more,  and  by  the  application  of  some 
prudent  and  gcnernu*  remedies  which  were  in  our  power  then  to  fur- 
nish him  with,  soon  recovered:  I  say  would  rouse  every  feeling  now 
to  see  this  btave  nia.n  languishing  on  a  sick  bed,  with  his  physician 
holding  his  wrist,  and  promising  to  send  him  some  more  Physic^ 
when  perhaps  a  glass  of  generous  wine,  or  some  comfortable  hoa- 
pital  store  would  rouse  his  drooping  spirits,  and  prolong  that  life 
which  has,  and  is  from  principle  devoted  to  the  service  of  his 
country.  I  shall  talk  the  matter  over  very  freely  with  the  Genera! 
the  first  opportunity,  and  let  him  know  oar  situation,  by  which  the 
blame  must  be  taken  off  your  shoulders,  1  have  wrote  a  small  tale 
of  the  pathetic  for  our  brave  soldiers,  but  I  have  another  grievous  one 
to  relate  for  ourselves.  Joe  and  myself  have  spent  all  our  money, 
and  fear,  unless  we  can  borrow,  we  shall  gtar\'e;  do  pray  prevent 
it  by  sending  us  casli.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  no  Surgeons  of  the 
army  can  lend  us  a  shilling. 

"  Yours, 

"Tnos.  Bond,  Jb. 

"Dr.  Jouathan  Potts,  Dep.  Dircctor-Genl.,  Philadelphia." 
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Wdi  ten  •"  printu  a.  letter  from  Dr.  Morgan  to  Dr.  John 
I  W'tnun  wlili'li  iliowR  Ihiw  little  could  be  done  to  provide 
[fr<f  Mhi  (HI  It:  III  cut  ica  of  bnitle.  It  is  dated  August  23, 
\iffU,  (iiMl  ilMy*  liefnic  Ihe  battle  of  Long  Island. 

"An)^l  tlNV*  tWI  to  Ills  Hurgeons.  desiring  the  roimgest  off 
AU\t  Ut  (((•  !••  fOO'  a«»liUiire.  und  lake  four  males  with  him;  to 
Mltr  iiVl^i  »IVB  iHUlilriid  .tililitiiiiuil  l«indages,  and  twelve  Iractore 
jtlikM  I  lf"t  tluy  luivp  tii>  kcnlpeU.  as  wliatevcr  I  have  eommined 
|h  \Uv  \uiH>Ht\»  )tw»  mIw«ii  t>«vn  luat.  I  send  you  two,  in  which  case, 
i(  yMtt  wutU  HlHi*,  »•»  «  (tiior  (iir  an  inciiioo  knife.  Let  me  know, 
Umi  tlmv  hi  IImw.  »  i-utm  lUud. 

"J.   MORGAK 

"Til  I  in    WaMM,   Slitgwin  of  the  General  Hospital  at  I^ng 

IiUimI" 

Ju»|  lliiiik  w'  l^r,  Morgmr*  being  unable  to  dole  out 
liittiu  llmii  two  wnliicl*  to  the  surgetm  who  was  to  have 
tihurgo  of  thci  wovmded  in  wliat  it  was  anticipated  would 
lip  H  liltNidy  balllc.  uml  of  the  necessity  that  a  razor  should 
be  iirhI  itiitcttd  of  u  scalpel. 

Till"  uniiie  shc^rlnRe  prevailed  as  regards  medicines,  as 
will  he  Hccn  in  the  following  tetter  to  Dr.  Warren: 

"Gekeral  Hospital,  New  Yowl 
■■  Sm 

"  1  binc  put  up  the  medicines  you  wrote  for — what  was  in  the 
ttorc.  There  was  no  powdered  bark  and  I  have  sent  the  gross. 
The  tartar  emetic  which  is  sent,  is  nude  here,  .-ind  bound  to  be  good 
as  any,  although  it  looks  so  black.  Jitlap  and  rhubarb,  we  have 
none.  I  have  put  up  jome  sal.  caih.  an  n  lubilitute.  The  nitre  and 
cream  uf  urlar  is  likewise  scnl.  Dr,  Foiicr  detiires  to  be  remembered 
to  you,  and  he  would  have  wrote  to  you  himself,  but  he  has  so 
much  business  on  his  hands  he  could  not  find  lime  to.  Our  troops 
have  evacuated  Governor's  Island,  nincc  you  went  away.  It  is  said 
they  made  a  scandalous  retreat,  and  left  a  number  of  cannon,  etc.. 
on  the  Island.  If  you  should  want  any  more  medicines,  if  you  will 
send,  I  will  put  them  up  if  they  are  in  store. 
"  Your  most  ol>edicnt 

"J.  Babtlett." 


"Uie  of  John  Warren,  p.  99. 


IN   THE   UNITED   STATES. 


303 


In  1778  Dr.  John  Warren  was  senior  surgeon  of  the 
general  hospital  in  Boston,  which  was  situated  very  near 
what  is  now  the  location  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital.  So  gfreat  was  the  difficulty  he  experienced  in 
obtaining  sullicient  supplies  for  his  hospital  that  lie 
finally  wrote  the  following: 

"  To  HIS  XXCCLUENCY  THE  GOVESNOK  AND  THE  HOKOXABU  THK  COUX- 

OL  07  THE  Commonwealth  or  Massachusetts:— 
"Cbntlemen: — Though  I  have  frequently  rcprcscmcit  the  dis- 
tressed condition  of  the  sick  in  the  ConlinccitaL  Hospital,  yet  I  have 
ncTcr  h&d  so  ample  occasion  to  deplore  their  niiscrie»  a»  at  prcscnL 

"For  some  days  they  have  not  had  an  ounce  of  meat;  not  a 
stick  of  wood  but  what  Ihey  have  taken  from  the  neighboring  fences; 
for  near  a  week  not  a  vegetable;  and  scarcely  any  medicine  for 
above  a  year.  In  fine,  to  sum  np  the  whole  in  A  few  words,  the  sick 
and  wounded,  many  of  which  are  exceedingly  dangerous,  and  some 
of  them  in  a  state  which  requires  immediate  amputation,  arc  not 
furnished  by  the  public  with  a  single  article  of  sustenance  except 
bread  alone,  and  must  have  perished  ere  this  had  not  the  charitable 
donations  of  a  few  individuals  in  some  measure  contributed  to  their 
relief.  I  have  been  incessantly  making  application  for  these  last 
twelve  months  to  all  the  departments  for  supplies,  but  cannot  procure 
any.  During  which  time  the  groans  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  suf- 
fering and  perhaps  dying,  for  want  of  necessities,  have  been  perpetu- 
ally saluting  my  ears.  I  must,  therefore,  beg  your  Kxcellcncy  and 
Honor's  action  in  this  nuttter,  and  am  with  the  greatest  respect, 
Genllcmca, 

"  YotiT  most  obedient  servant 

"J.  Wamm"" 

Any  opportunities  which  presented  themselves  of  get- 
ting possession  of  the  much  coveted  medical  supplies  of 
the  British  were  eagerly  seized.  At  the  evacuation  of 
Boston  the  British  left  behind  them  considerable  quan- 
tities of  hospital  stores.  There  is  in  the  "  Life  of  John 
Warren"  an  affidavit  made  by  the  latter,  which  brings 
forward  an  accusation  of  the  most  atrocious  behavior  on 
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the  part  of  the  British.  Dr.  Edward  Warren  thinks  the 
outrage  was  attributable  to  the  malice  of  subordinates  or 
cantp  followers.  It  could  never  have  been  countenanced 
by  any  Englishman  of  position.  John  Warren's  deposi- 
tion was  as  follows: 

"I,  John  Warren,  of  Cacnbridge,  physician,  testify  and  say,  that 
on  or  about  ihc  iwcnty-ninih  day  of  March  last  past,  I  went  into  the 
work-houftc  of  the  town  of  Boston,  Intely  improved  as  a  hospital  by 
the  Briiish  troops,  stationed  in  said  town,  and,  upon  examining  into 
the  state  of  a  large  (luantily  of  medicine,  there  by  them  left,  par- 
ticularly in  one  room  supposed  lo  have  been  by  them  used  as  a 
medicinal  store  room.  I  found  a  great  variety  of  medicinal  articles 
lying  upon  the  floor,  some  of  which  were  contained  and  secured  in 
papers,  wtiilit  others  were  scattered  upon  the  floor,  loose.  Amongst 
these  medicines,  1  observed  small  quantltici  of  what,  I  supposed,  was 
white  and  yellow  arsenic  intermixed;  and  then  received  information 
from  Dr.  Daniel  Scott,  that  he  had  taken  up  a  larse  quantity  of  said 
arsenic  front  over  and  amongst  the  medicine,  and  had  collected  it 
chiefly  in  large  tump;,  and  secured  it  in  a  vessel.  Upon  receiving  this 
information,  I  desired  him  to  let  me  view  the  arsenic,  with  which 
he  complied,  and  I  judged  it  to  amount  to  about  quantity  of  twelve 
or  fourteen  pounds.  Being  much  surprised  by  this  extraordinary 
intelligence.  I  more  minutely  examined  the  medicines  on  the  floor, 
and  found  them  to  be  chiefly  capital  articles,  and  those  most  generally 
in  demand;  and.  judging  them  to  be  rendered  entirety  unfit  (or  use, 
I  advised  Dr.  Scoli  to  let  ihcni  remain,  and  by  no  means  meddle 
with  them,  as  I  thought  the  utmost  hazard  would  attend  the  using 
of  them.  They  were  accordii^ly  suffered  to  remain,  and  no  account 
waa  taken  of  them. 

"John  Waiwzk. 
"Colony  of  MAssAcetj sins- Bay,  Waiwiown,  s.s. 

"April  3rd.  1776. 

"Then  John  Warren  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
written  deposition  Before  me 

"James  0ns 
"Jiatice  of  the  Peace  tlirough  the  said  Colony." 

Daniel  Scott  and  Frederick  Ridgely  also  made  depo- 
sitions to  the  same  effect  as  Dr.  Warren's. 

General  Washington  was  most  keenly  solicitous  that 
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the  medical  departinent  of  the  amiy  should  maintain  the 
highest  grade  of  efficiency.  Soon  after  joining  the  army 
engaged  in  the  siege  of  Boston  he  made  a  personal  visit 
of  inspection  to  all  the  hospitals  that  had  heen  established 
in  the  camp  and  the  neigliboring  towns.  On  July  21, 
1775,  he  wrote  to  Congress, — 

"1  have  made  inquiry  into  Ihc  cslabHshment  of  Ihe  hospital  snd 
find  it  in  a  very  unsettled  condition.  There  is  no  principal  director, 
or  uiy  aabordination  amonit  the  surt^eons;  of  consequence,  disputes 
and  contention  have  arisen,  and  must  continue  until  it  is  reduced  to 
some  system.  I  coitid  wish  it  were  tmniediately  taken  into  cO'nstdera- 
tton,  a»  the  lives  and  health  of  both  ofliccrs  and  men  so  much  depend 
upon  due  regulation  of  this  department  I  have  been  particularly 
attentive  to  the  least  symptoms  of  tlie  smallpox;  and  hitherto  we 
have  been  so  fonunatc  as  to  have  every  person  removed  so  soon  as 
nor  only  to  prevent  any  communication,  but  alarm  or  apprehension 
it  might  give  in  the  camp.  Wc  shall  continue  the  utmost  vigilance 
against  this  most  dangerous  euemy." 

Thacher  relates  the  following  incident,  which  well  illus-* 
tratcs  the  anxiety  of  the  people  for  the  welfare  of  such 
of  their  defenders  as  might  be  ill  or  wounded,  and  also 
how  acutely  sensitive  the  commander-in-chief  was  upon 
the  same  point : 

"  I  am  sorry  to  have  occasion  to  notice  in  tny  Journal  the  following 
occurrence:  The  body  of  a  soldier  has  been  taken  from  his  grave 
for  the  purpose,  probably  of  dissection,  and  the  empty  coBin  left 
exposed.  This  alTair  occasions  considerable  excitement  among  our 
people;  both  resentment  and  grief  are  manifested;  as  it  seems  to 
impress  the  Idea  that  a  soldier's  body  is  held  in  no  estimation  after 
death.  Such  a  practice,  if  continued,  might  be  attended  with  serious 
consequences,  as  it  affects  our  .soldiers.  Much  incjuiry  has  been  made, 
but  without  success,  for  the  discovery  of  the  persons  concerned; 
and  the  practice  in  future  is  strictly  prohibited  by  tlie  commander-ia- 
chicf." 

Toner  '"  quotes  the  following  letter  written  by  Wash- 
ington to  Congress,  in  which  he  expresses  his  views  on 
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the  surgeons  of  tlae  army.     It  is  dated  September  24. 
1776. 

"No  less  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  choice  of  surgeons  than 
other  officers  of  the  army.  They  shutild  undergo  a  regular  examina- 
tion, and  if  not  appointed  by  the  Director -General  and  surseons  of 
the  Iio^ital,  they  ought  to  be  subordinate  to  and  governed  by  his 
directions. 

"  The  regimental  surgeons  I  am  speaking  of,  many  of  whom  are 
very  great  raxcal»,  countenancing  the  men  in  sham  complaints  to 
exempt  them  from  duty,  and  often  receiving  bribes  to  certily  iiidis- 
positiuns  with  a  view  to  procure  discharges  or  furloughs. 

"  Rnt  independent  of  these  practicti,  while  they  are  considered  as 
unconnected  with  the  general  hospital,  there  will  he  nothing  but 
continual  corjiplaints  of  each  other — the  director  of  the  hospttal 
charging  them  with  enormity  in  their  drafts  for  the  sick,  and  they 
him  for  denying  such  things  ab  arc  necessary.  In  short  there  is  a 
constant  bickering  among  them  which  tends  greatly  to  the  injury 
of  the  sick,  and  will  always  subsist  till  the  regimental  surgeons  are 
made  to  look  up  to  the  Director-General  of  the  hospital  as  a  superior. 
Whethicr  lliis  is  the  case  in  regular  armies  or  not,  I  caniiot  undertake 
to  say:  but  certain  I  am,  there  is  a  necessity  for  it  in  this,  or  the 
sick  will  suffer.  The  regimental  surgeons  are  aiming,  I  am  per- 
suaded, to  break  up  the  General  Hospital,  and  have  in  numberless 
instances  drawn  for  medicines,  stores,  etc.,  in  the  most  profuse  and 
extravagant  manner  for  private  purposes." 

In  1776  Washington  was  obliged  to  bring  the  sur- 
geons up  with  a  round  turn,  as  is  shown  by  the  following 
order : 

"To  THE  RrctMENTAL  SuBCEONS  AND  MATES,  belonging  lo  the  army 

of   his   Excellency  General   Washington,   now   absent   with,   or 

without,  the  sick  of  their  respective  regiments  and  brigades, 

on  the  West  side  of  Hudson  River, 

"GeNTi-EMtN : — Few  of  the  surgeons  or  sick  allowed  to  remove 

I  campi.  some  time  ago,  being  yet  returned,  and  no  reports  mnde 

dittiem  to  me;  his  Excellency,  the  Commander-in-Chief,  considering 

^  tormer  indulgence  to  the  sick,  in  permitting  them  to  retire  from 

1^  tamp  for  the  recovery  of  their  health,  has  been  much  abused, 

l^to  ^  ^'■^'^  ^*^<^  ^y  '^c  generality  of  the  Surgeons  and  Mates, 

^^ir  vbose  care  they  are  allowed  thi^  indulgence :— It  is  his  Ex- 

^^^n's  orders,  therefore,  that  each  of  you  do  forthwith  wait  upon 

-^  ^Mc  Foster,  £sq.,  at  Newark,  or  Dr.  Warren,  Esq.,  at  Hackcn- 
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sack.  Surgeons  iti  tlic  General  Hospitii],  wliicU  ever  n  nearest  at 
hand;  and  nialce  a  faithful  and  accurate  report  of  the  state  of  the 
&ick  and  wounded  under  your  care:  and  remove  tho»c  who  arc  fit 
subjects,  inii»ediatcly  to  Uie  General  Hospital  under  their  care:  for 
which  you  arc  to  apply  to  the  Quartermaster- Genera  I '9  DciiartmenI 
for  W3Kt>ns;   and  accompany  them  yourselves. 

"  Such  of  you  as  thct^c  gcutlenicn  require  lo  Kssist  them  for  the 
present  in  the  General  Hospital,  and  who  are  wining  to  attend 
ihcir  sick  under  their  direction,  arc  allowed  to  do  so  until  further 
orders;  all  others  are  to  repair  immediately  lo  hcadctuarterjt,  and 
j(Mn  their  respective  regiments;  dnt  furnishing  me  with  an  acciu'ate 
register  duly  certified,  of  the  state  of  lEic  sick  that  went  out  with 
ihcm,  or  have  been  since  under  their  care;  specifying  the  iimcs  of 
their  being  taken  ill,  their  diseases,  and  events  as  to  death,  recovery, 
or  continuance;  whetlicr  any  of  the  :kick  have  been  allowed  lo  with- 
draw from  under  their  care,  and  when  ? — as  all  those  who  arc  absent 
without  leave  must  naturally  be  looked  upon  as  deserters.  And  the 
Surgeons  and  Mate^  who  cannot  give  a  regular  and  satisfactory  ac- 
count of  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty,  necessarily  subject 
them^lves  to  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct 

"  Signed  by  order  and  with  the  approbation  of  his  Excellency, 
George  Washington,  Esq..  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  American 
forces,  at  the  camp  near  the  White  Plains,  Novcmlicr  4,  1776, 

"JOBM   MOKGAM 

"Director  General  of  the  Hospital  and  Physigian-in-Chiet 
"  A  True  Copy ;  J.  Fostex,  or  J.  Waksen 

"Surgeon  of  the  General  Hospital." 

This  order  was  accompanied  by  another : 

"To  Dr.  John  Warben.  Esq..— You  arc  desired  to  gel  Mr.  Dcla- 
tnater  to  make  out  ten  or  a  dozen  copies  of  the  foregoing  circular 
order  to  the  regimental  surgeons,  to  be  forwarded  to  such  as  arc  at 
Orange  County,  Tappan,  Havcrstraw,  Paramus,  Polrey's,  etc.,  under 
cover,  to  be  communicated  from  one  to  another,  until  all  the  sick 
are  brought  in.  Let  my  name  be  put  to  the  letter,  and  each  copy  be 
certified  to  be  a  true  cop>-,  cither  by  Doctor  Foster  or  you.  as  under- 
neath. Send  Doctor  Foster  two  or  three  copies,  and  retain  one  in 
your  keeping,  the  rest  lo  be  sent  on  as  already  mentioned. 

■'  J.  M." 

Warren  "  says  both  of  the  above  orders  seem  to  have 
been  enclosed  in  the  following  letter  to  Dr.  Warren: 

■Loc.  dt. 
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"  Camp  KEjkx  Wbitb  Plains,  November  %  1776L 

"DzAk  SiK, — As  the  enctny  are  now  retiring  before  oar  army 
toward  New  V'ork,  and  a  detachment  ha»  filed  off  to  haras«  them  I 
imagine  the  diief  of  the  army  will  follow.  0£  course  I  am  mor« 
than  ever  of  opinion  that  Hackousck  will  be  the  chief  place,  or 
headquarters,  for  the  General  Hospital  of  our  army. 

"  I  hope  ihcTcforc,  that  you  arc  going  00  with  spirit  in  enlarging 
aad  acconunadatiitg  suicabte  quarters  for  tlic  {wtriott,  and  tliai  for 
that  purjKi&c  you  apply  to,  and  receive  ample  assistance  from  Gen- 
eral Greene  and  Colonel  Biddlc,  Deputy  Quartcrma^ter-gcncral.  etc. 

"  VoD  will  be  pleased  lo  acquaint  all  the  surgeons  of  regimenu  and 
mates,  that  n-cnt  from  this  army  and  the  Jcr&cys  and  Orange  County; 
in  short,  all  you  meet  or  hear  of,  that  are  from  camp,  and  anywhere 
on  the  west  side  of  tlic  North  Rtver.  under  a  pretext  of  taking  care 
of  the  sick  and  wounded  (except  such  as  you  require,  and  who  are 
wilting  to  assist  you  in  the  business  of  the  General  Hospital  at 
Hackensack).  that  it  is  his  ICxccllcncy's  orders,  that  Ihcy  make  a 
report  of  their  sick  and  wounded  to  you,  that  they  deliver  them  up  to 
your  care,  and  return  immediately  to  camp. 

'*  As  the  General's  former  indulgence  in  allowing  the  sick  to  retire 
from  camp  for  the  recover^'  of  their  health,  under  certain  surgeons 
or  males  of  the  brigade  to  which  thiy  belonged,  has  been  greatly 
abused,  both  by  the  sick  and  by  the  surgeons :  insomuch  that  few 
of  either  have  relumed,  although  the  generality  of  the  sick,  tt  is  well 
known,  arc  sufficiently  recovered  to  do  duty:  and  not  one  of  those 
sofgeons  or  mates  have  made  any  report  cither  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  or  to  me,  by  which  the  stale  of  the  sick  can  be  known; 
they  are  requested  to  furnish  nie  with  a  prgper  certified  register  ot 
the  state  of  the  sick  that  went  out  under  their  care,  a  report  of  the 
times  when  any  of  them  deceased,  and  the  recovery  of  others;  like- 
wise whether  any  of  the  sick  have  been  allowed  to  withdraw  from 
under  their  care.  All  the  soldiers,  whether  under  pretense  of  sickness 
or  not.  who  are  absent  without  leave,  must  naturally  be  looked  upon 
as  deserters,  and  the  surgeons  or  mates,  who  cannot  give  a  regular 
and  satisfactory  account  of  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  trast. 
necessarily  subject  themselves  to  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct  I 
shall  inclose  to  you  a  circular  letter  to  be  communicated  to  the 
regimental  surgeons  and  mates,  and  directions  how  to  do  it.  which 
please  to  observe. 

"  I  am  to  desire  yon  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  sick  who 
offer  to  you,  and  have  been  long  ill, — certifying  those  whom  yon 
think  will  be  unfit  for  any  further  service  during  the  present  cam- 
paign, and  that  have  friends  lo  take  care  of  Ibem,  and  who  are 
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desirous  ot  »  iUscharge, — that  I  may  procure  it  for  them.  The 
eneniy  are  now  retreating,  t  suppose  we  shall  soon  follow.  I  hope, 
therefore,  before  tl  is  iong,  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  pay  you  a 
visit  at  Hackensack.  Compliments  to  all  friends.  Let  me  have 
weekly  reCunin,  pimdually.  I  remain,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  scr^'ant, 

"JoHM  Morgan 
"To  Ds.  JoHH  Wauiek^  Esq..  Surgeon  of  the  General  Hospital 
at  Hackensack." 

Toner  *•  printed  a  previously  unpublished  letter  from 
Washington  to  General  Smallwood,  which  shows  the 
former's  desire  that  full  justice  should  be  done  to  the 
surgeons  in  the  disposition  of  goods  captured  from  the 
enemy.  A  British  brig,  the  "  Symetry,"  had  been  cap- 
tured by  the  forces  tuider  General  Smallwood  white  the 
vessel  was  in  the  Delaware  River  near  Wilmington.  The 
letter  is  self-exptanatorj*. 

"  Hea&quaktob,  Valley  Fobge,  ijlh  of  Jan.  1778. 

"Deax  Sn:  Since  writiiig  to  you  this  morninii  on  the  subject  of 
the  prize  Brig  Symetry,  the  Regulations  of  the  Field  Officers  of  the 
Division  for  conducting  \he  Sole  and  disposing  of  the  cargo  was 
laid  before  me  with  a  letter  from  the  Regimental  Surgeons  and 
Mates  to  Doer.  Cochran.  These  Gentleman  feel  themselves  so  much 
hurt  by  the  discrimination  made  by  these  Kesulattons  between 
ihem  and  the  officers  of  the  division  that  they  bare  sent  in  thdr 
Resignations. 

"  As  the  common  Guardian  of  the  Rights  of  every  Man  in  this 
Army  I  am  constrained  to  interfere  in  this  matter  and  to  say  that 
by  these  regulations  a  manifest  injury  is  intended  not  only  to  the 
Gentlemen  in  tlie  medical  line,  but  to  the  whole  SlafF,  who,  supposing 
ilic  prize  should  be  adjudged  the  sole  property  of  the  Oiptors  (a 
matter  in  my  opinion  not  easily  to  be  reconciled  on  principles  of 
equity  and  Reason),  have  as  good  a  right  to  become  purchasers  in 
the  first  instance  and  to  all  other  privileges,  as  any  Officers  in  tlie 
Division. 

"  For  these  Reasons  therefore  1  desire  that  you  will  not  proceed 
to  a  Sale  or  distribution  of  any  of  the  Articles,  except  tbe  Vessel, 
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till  you  have  mj  further  dircctionA,  and  that  you  will  as  early  u  pos- 
sible transmit  mc  an  inventory  of  the  Baggage  and  Stores. 

"The  letter  to  Congrei^s  is  nevcrlhclesti  lo  go  on,  and  you  will 
pleaw  to  forward  it  by  the  first  conveyance 
"lani,  Dear  Sir. 

"  Yr.  most  obt  Servt, 
(Sipied)  ■■  G.  Washingtok. 

"  GEKEKAt.  SmALLWOOD" 

In  this  connection  Toner  quotes  from  Sparks's  "Life 
and  Writings  of  Washington"  an  anecdote  concerning 
a  ^aceful  act  of  General  Washington's  to  an  English 
amiy  surgeon.  It  ap|«f;irs  tliat  wlien  the  "  Symetry"  was 
seized  there  were  in  her  cargo  a  number  of  medical  books 
belonging  to  Dr.  Boyes.  of  the  Britisli  army.  This  gen- 
tleman wrote  to  General  Washington  requesting  the  re- 
turn of  the  books.  On  January  22,  1778,  Washington 
wrote  to  General  Smallwood  as  follows: 

"  A  f«w  days  ago,  I  received  a  very  poHtc  letter  from  Doctor 
Boycs,  Surgeon  of  the  I5lh  regiment,  Bntiflh,  requesting  me  to 
n;turn  him  some  valuable  medical  manti^criii'ts,  taken  in  the  brig 
Symctry.  He  says,  they  arc  packed  in  a  neat  kind  of  a  portable 
library,  and  consist  of  Dr.  Cullcn's  lectures  on  the  practice  of  med., 
thirty*ninc  or  forty  vols;  Cullcn's  lectures  on  the  Institutes  of  Med., 
eiglitccii  vols;  Anatomical  lectures,  eight  vols.,  and  Dr.  Black  on 
Chcmi.stry,  nine  vols;  the  whole  in  octavo.  If  they  can  be  found, 
I  beg  that  they  may  be  sent  up  to  me.  that  I  may  return  them  to  the 
Doctor.  I  have  no  other  view  in  doing  this,  than  that  of  showing 
our  enemies  wc  do  not  war  against  the  Sciences." 

The  surgeons  of  the  Continental  army  seem  to  have 
been  frequently  the  victims  of  slights  and  insults  when 
military  matters  were  being  dealt  with  by  Congress. 

In  1779  Congress  passed  a  resolution  that  all  line  offi- 
cers of  the  army  who  should  remain  in  the  service  until 
the  end  of  the  war  should  receive  half-pay  for  the  rest 
of  their  lives,  that  the  deficiency  in  their  pay  due  to  de- 
preciation of  the  Continental  currency  should  he  made 
up,  and  that  a  bounty  of  land  should  be  given  to  them. 
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No  provision  was  made  as  regarded  offictrs  of  the  medi- 
cal department,  and  they  were  very  justly  angered  by 
what  tliey  regarded  as  an  unjust  discrimination.  The 
surgeons  of  tf)c  Eastern  Department  took  vigorous  meas- 
ures. Some  of  the  Massachusetts  surgeons  put  their 
heads  together  and  drew  up  the  following  paper.** 

""  We,  the  ^u]Jsc^iber(l,  yflkcDi  of  the  Medical  Department  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  mutttally  engage  on  bonor, 
cadi  to  one  anotlier,  that  we  do  join  with  the  other  memben  of  that 
department,  in  a  petition  to  Congress  which  we  ha?e  subscribed, 
bearing  date  October  5,  1779,  the  purport  o(  which  is  to  call  the 
attention  of  Congrenit  to  our  alTairB.  and  require  that  in  a  limited 
time  they  shall  come  to  some  definite  resolution  thereon;  and  we 
do  mutually  and  severally  engage  to  one  another,  that  unless  the 
tcrm<i  o(  the  petition  which  we  have  siibicribed  are  complied  with 
by  Congress  before  the  first  day  of  January  next  (1780),  wc  will, 
on  that  day,  resign  our  several  appointments  in  said  medical  depart- 
ment, and  will  not  again  serve  or  do  any  part  of  the  duty  of  that 
department,  on  any  coosidcralion  or  pretense  whate\'er,  until  Coa- 
gress  !;hall  have  paid  a  satisfactory  attention  to  said  petition,  by 
declaring  explicitly  what  shall  be  the  arrangement  of  that  depart- 
ment, and  what  shall  thereafter  be  the  emolument  and  recompense 
to  be  granted  and  allowed  to  the  several  officers  thereof,  and  tmtil 
such  definite  resolution  of  Congress  be  made  public 

"  In  witness  of  which  engagement,  we  have  hereto  set  oar  nsnes." 

Dr.  Edward  Warren  says  this  remarkable  document 
is  in  the  handwriting  of  Dr.  Eustis,  and  was  signed  by 
W.  Browne  and  D.  Eustis.  He  attrihutes  the  credit  of 
its  suppression  to  the  councils  of  Dr.  John  Warren.  The 
petition  referred  to  wjls  »ubmitled  to  Omgress,  hut  failed 
to  produce  any  result,  The  rcjjly  to  it  was  directed  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Carncs,  and  was  as  fallows: 

"  Si«v— YoDT  letter  by  Dr.  Bualla  wu  lafely  delivered  to  me  with 
the  inclosnres.  I  pretcnlcd  yuur  prlilii^n  to  Congreia;  and  am 
sorry  to  inform  you  that  (hey  have  loktn  no  order  thcreoo.    Several 
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gentlemen  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  your  apptication  should  have 
been  made  to  the  Slate  of  Massachuiiclts.  1  moved  to  tiavc  it  referred 
to  the  Council  of  »aid  State ;  but  it  was  thought  unnecessary,  as  you 
would  be  informed  without  a  particular  reference  to  Congress^  In- 
deed I  tliink  it  not  likely  that  they  will  take  any  order  respecting 
the  same. 

"  1  ain  sorry  for  your  misfortune,  and  that  I  have  not  been  able 
to  afford  you  any  relief.    I  am  your  most  obedieat  servant 

*'  S.  HOLTOJt." 

Dr.  Warren  then  drew  up  for  his  fellow-surgeons  and 
himself  the  foUowing-  petition : 

"  To  IBS  Honorable  Council  and  toe  House  or  IUfresbntatives 
OF  Tas  State  of  Massachusetts-Bav,  Ksw  Enojind,  in 
Gbmekal  Court  asscubl^i]  : — 

"The  petition  and  remonstrance  of  the  officers  on  the  Staff  be- 
longing to  tlic  State,  axid  employed  in  tlic  several  departments 
thereof,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  those  serving  under  them, 
humbly  showeth: — 

"That  your  petitioners  did  in  the  last  Hcssion  of  your  Honorable 
Court,  prefer  a  petition  setting  forth  the  many  hardships  and  incon- 
veniences under  which  they  labored  from  the  most  enormous  dcpic- 
ciation  of  the  currency,  and  the  consequent  diminution  of  ihdr  pay 
granted  them  for  their  public  services;  from  all  which  grievances 
they  humbly  requested  relief,  and  prayed  to  be  admitted  to  all  the 
benefit.'*  and  ndvxniages  so  justly  and  so  widely  itUowed  to  the 
officers  of  the  line;  but  to  our  inexpressible  mortification  did  we 
learn  that  after  an  almost  unanimous  resolve  had  passed  the  House 
in  our  favor,  the  Honorable  Board,  for  want  of  a  conviction  of  the 
reasonableness  of  our  petition,  thought  fit  to  reject  it  with  their  non- 
concurrence. 

"  Nothing,  gentlemen,  but  a  thorough  consciousness  of  the  justice 
of  their  claim,  and  the  fullest  confidence  which  they  repose  in  the 
candor  of  the  two  houses,  as  well  as  their  approved  disposition  to 
distribute  the  most  equal  justice  through  every  branch  of  public 
administration,  could  have  induced  your  petitioners  again  to  have 
called  your  attention  to  their  most  intollerable  sufferings,  and  to 
distresses  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  your  Honors  only  to  remove. 
Permit  us.  gentlemen,  humbly  to  represent:— 

"  That  from  the  depreciation  of  the  money,  yf>ur  petitioners  are 
as  great,  if  not  much  greater  sufferers  than  the  officers,  of  the  line. 
For  the  support  of  this  position  your  Honors'  own  experience,  in 
this  town  especially,  of  the  enormous  prices  of  the  necessaries  of 
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life,  is  a  sufficient  testimony,  and  the  necessary  expenses  of  living 
attending  the  Stifi  in  this  State,  are  most  incontestably  much  greater 
than  those  of  the  line  in  Camp. 

"  Secoadly,  tliat  being  sutioned  out  of  Camp,  and  considered  as 
inhabitants  of  their  places  of  abode,  your  peiitionerii  are  tubjected 
to  taxation  of  personal  estate  and  faculty,  which  alone  is  sufficient 
to  swallow  up  nearly  the  whole  of  our  present  pay,  and  from  which 
the  line  arc  cxcmpL 

"  Thirdly,  that  the  allowance  made  for  their  subsistence,  has  not 
generally  been  nine  tenths  so  much  as  the  officers  of  the  line. 

"Fourthly,  your  petitioncrii  would  observe,  that  as  their  whole 
time  is  employed  in  the  duties  of  their  respective  departments,  and 
their  concerns  are  allowedly  more  extensive  aitd  perplexing  than 
those  of  the  Itctc,  the  nature  of  their  Ecr\-iccs  richly  entitle  them  to 
an  adequate  compensation. 

"  But,  Fifthly,  to  make  use  of  an  argument  which  your  petiticmers 
are  persuaded  will  weigh  more  in  the  minds  of  your  Honors,  than 
every  other  reason  here  offered,  permit  them  to  observe  that  the 
stipulation  upon  which  they  entered  the  service,  and  have  hitherto 
continued  in  it,  upon  the  principle  of  equity,  demands  some  considera- 
tion for  the  depreciation  of  the  currency  by  which  we  have  been  so 
great  sufferers;  and  we  need  but  hint  to  your  Honors,  that  in  the 
eye  of  justice  the  laborer  is  equally  deprived  of  his  hire,  whether  the 
contract  by  which  his  reward  stipulated  be  infringed  by  willihotding 
the  nominal  sum,  or  by  paying  it  at  n  diminished  value  He  is  in 
both  eases  equally  deprived  of  a  real  compensation  for  his  labor, 
and  must  in  proportion  thereto  be  considered  as  imposed  upon. 

"Your  petitioners  would,  moreover,  in  justice  to  themselves  ob- 
serve, Rotwithslanding  the  temptations  of  gain  on  one  side,  and  the 
threats  of  poverty  and  distress  lo  their  families  on  the  other,  they 
trust  no  instance  can  be  adduced  of  fraud  or  neglect  by  the  Staff 
in  this  State.  No  superior  advantages  sufficient  by  any  means  to 
compensate  for  their  inconveniences,  do  the  Staff  of  this  State  enjoy 
from  the  places  of  their  stations.  As  to  risk  of  life,  some  of  them 
have  been,  and  some  still  are  more  exposed  than  if  in  the  camp  or 
in  the  field;  and  to  the  others,  life  itself  is  not  worth  possessing 
under  their  present  hardships. 

"Your  petitioners,  confiding  in  the  wisdom  and  integrity  nf  your 
Honors,  and  the  manifest  injustice  of  their  being  made  the  only 
sufferers  from  depreciation  in  the  whole  army.  nay.  indeed  they 
may  almost  say  in  the  whole  community,  douhted  not  but  that  your 
Honors  would  be  induced  to  put  them  upon  the  same  establish- 
ment with  the  line,  or  grant  such  other  relief  as  your  Honors  ithall 
decide." 


3?4  THE   HISTORY  OF   MEDICINE 

The  Massactiusetts  authorities  lent  a  favorable  ear  to 
this  petition,  and  Congress  ultimately  placed  tlie  sur- 
geons on  an  equal  footing  with  the  line  officers  in  the 
important  matters  of  pay,  pensions,  and  bounties. 

Not  much  contemporary  literature  concerning  the 
medical  affairs  of  the  Revolutionary  army  was  written, 
but  on  that  account  tlie  httle  that  remains  to  us  is  doubly 
interesting. 

In  the  Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History  and  Biog- 
raphy for  October,  1897,  was  published  parts  of  the 
Diary  kept  by  Dr.  Albigence  Waldo  during  the  winter 
of  1777-1778.  It  was  primed  from  the  manuscript  con- 
tributed by  Mr.  /Vuios  Perry,  with  notes  by  the  editor  of 
the  Magazine.  It  goes  into  such  interesting  details  as  to 
the  daily  life  and  interests  of  the  army  surgeon  of  those 
days  that  I  have  made  copious  abstracts  from  it. 

Albigence  Waldo  was  born  February  27,  1750,  at  Pom- 
fret,  Connecticut.  He  received  a  good  common-school 
education,  supplemented  by  a  course  of  instruction  in 
Latin  under  the  Rev.  Aaron  Putnain.  When  Init  a  boy 
he  was  apprenticed,  according  to  the  usual  custom  of 
tlaose  days,  to  Dr.  John  Spauldlng,  of  Canterbury,  Con- 
necticut, to  be  educated  as  a  physician.  When  the  Revo- 
lution began  he  at  once  joined  the  Continental  army,  first 
serving  as  a  clerk  in  Captain  Samuel  McClelland's  Wood- 
stock company.  On  the  6th  of  July,  1775,  he  received 
his  commission  as  surgeon's  mate  of  the  Eighth  Con- 
necticut Regiment,  Colonel  Jedidiah  Huntington,  but  in 
September  of  the  same  year  was  obhged  to  resign  owing 
to  ill-health.  The  Connecticut  Committee  of  War,  on 
December  14,  1776,  conunissioned  hini  as  chief  surgeon 
of  the  armed  ship  "  Oliver  Cromwell."  January  i,  1777, 
he  was  commissioned  surgeon  of  tlie  First  Comiecticut 
Infantry  Regiment  of  the  Line,  and  served  as  such  while 
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the  regiment  was  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Samuel  Prentice  and  Colonel  Josiah  Starr,  and 
attached  to  Huntington's  brigade  of  McDaugall's  divi- 
sion. In  September,  1777,  tliis  regiment  joined  the  army 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  in  camp  at  Valley  Forge  and 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Germantown,  where  it  suf- 
fered severely.  While  in  camp  at  Valley  Forge  the  army 
underwent  a  general  inoculation  for  the  smallpox,  and 
Dr.  Waldo  was  very  active  in  the  work.  Here  be  kept 
a  most  entertaining  journal  of  bis  camp-life,  and  shows 
us  vivid  pictures  of  the  fearful  sufferings  of  the  officers 
and  men. 

Thus,  December  21,  1777,  be  writes, — 

"  Preparatioas  made  for  liuits.  Provisions  scarce.  Mr  Eltis  went 
homcw^ird  —  sent  a  LeUcr  to  my  Wife.  Heartily  wish  myself  at 
home,  my  Skin  &  eyt^s  are  almost  spoil'd  with  continunl  smoke.  A 
general  cry  thro'  the  Camp  this  Evening  among  ihc  Soldiers,  '  No 
Meat!  Nu  Meat  I' — the  Distant  valcK  Echu'd  back  the  melancholly 
sound  — '  No  Meat !  No  Meat !'  Immitating  the  noise  of  Crows  & 
Owls,  also  made  a  part  of  the  confuted  Musicli:.  What  have  you  £or 
your  Dinners  Boy>?  "Nothing  hut  Fire.  Cake,  &  Water,  Sir.'  .M 
night,  Gentlemen  the  Supper  is  ready.  '  What  is  your  Supper,  Lads? 
'Fxrc.  Cake.  &  Water.  Sir.' 

"Very  poor  hecf  has  been  drawn  in  our  Camp  the  greater  part 
of  this  season. 

"December  22nd.  —  Lay  excessive  Cold  &  uncomfortable  last 
Night — my  eyes  started  out  from  their  Orbits  like  a  Rabbit's  eyes, 
occasion'd  by  a  sreai  Cold  &  Smoke. 

"  What  have  you  got  for  Breakfast.  Lads? 

"  ■  Fire.  Cake.  &  Water,  Sir."  The  Lord  send  that  our  Commis- 
sary of  Purchases  may  live  on  Fire,  Cake,  8:  Water,  'till  their  ghttled 
Gutts  arc  turned  to  Pasteboard. 

"  Our  Division  are  under  Marching  Orders  this  morning.  I  am 
ashamed  to  say  it,  but  I  am  tempted  to  steal  Fowls  if  I  could  find 
them,  or  even  a  whole  Hog.  for  I  feel  as  if  I  could  eat  one.  Birt  the 
Impovcrish'd  Country  about  us  affords  but  little  matter  to  employ 
a  Thief,  or  keep  a  Clever  Fellow  in  good  humour." 

On  Christmas  Day,  1777.  the  following  is  his  entry: 
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"We  ve  still  in  Tent!)  —  when  w«  ought  to  be  in  hut» — the 
poor  Sick,  suffer  much  in  Tents  this  cold  Weather.  But  we  now 
treat  them  difTcrently  from  they  used  to  be  at  home,  under  the  in- 
epcction  of  OM  Women  and  DocL  Bolus  Linctus.  We  give  them 
Mutton  &  Grogg  and  a  Capital  Medicine  once  in  a  while,  to  start  the 
Disease  from  iu  foundation  at  onec  Wc  avoid  Piddling  Pills, 
Powders.  Bolus's  Linctiis's  Cordials  and  all  such  insignificate  mat- 
ters whose  powers  are  only  render'd  important  by  causing  the  Patient 
to  vomit  up  his  money  instead  of  his  disease.  But  very  few  of  the 
sick  Men  Die." 


In  a  foot-note  the  editor  of  the  Pennsylvania  Magasine 
of  History  and  Biography  states  that  at  this  time  there 
were  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight  men 
in  tlie  camp  reported  by  the  surgeons  as  unfit  for  duty. 

During  the  winter  there  was  much  grumbling  among 
tlie  troops  and  in  Osngrcss  at  Washington's  remaining 
in  camp  at  Valley  Forge  and  not  making  any  attempt 
to  bring  the  enemy  to  a  battle.  Dr.  Waldo  speaks  of  these 
attacks  on  his  commander  rn  the  strongest  terms  of  cen- 
sure, and  praises  highly  the  wisdom  and  prudence  which 
would  not  chance  the  success  of  the  Revolution  on  a  rash 
conflict  with  a  superiorly  equipped  enemy,  but  waited 
with  patience  an  opportunity  to  take  the  British  at  a  dis- 
advantage. 

He  plaintively  records  the  hardships  of  a  man  who 
persisted  in  doing  his  duty  and  standing  by  his  country 
in  its  hour  of  peril.  He  was  of  a  most  domestic  dispo- 
sition, and  his  Journal  continually  refers  to  the  charms  of 
his  fireside  and  how  much  his  wife  desired  his  return  to 
his  home.    On  December  28,  1777,  he  writes, — 

"  When  the  Officer  has  been  fatiguing  thro'  wet  &  cold  and  returns 
to  his  tent  where  he  finds  a  letter  directed  to  him  from  his  Wife, 
fiU'd  with  the  most  heart  aching  tender  Complaints,  a  Woman  is 
capahic  of  writing  —  Acquainting  him  with  the  incredible  difficulty 
with  which  ihe  procures  a  little  Bread  for  herself  &  Children  —  aad 
finally  concluding  with  expressions  bordering  on  despair,  of  procuring 
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a  sufficiency  of  food  to  keep  soal  &  Body  together  through  the 
Winter  —  that  her  money  is  of  very  little  consequence  to  her  —  that 
she  begs  of  him  to  consider  that  Charily  begins  at  home  —  anil  not  to 
suffer  his  family  to  perish  with  want,  in  the  midst  of  pJenty.  When 
»uch,  I  say  —  is  the  tidings  they  constantly  hear  from  their  families 
—  What  man  is  there  —  who  has  ihc  least  regard  for  his  family  — 
whose  soul  would  not  shrink  within  him." 

We  get  occasional  glimpses  of  how  they  made  the  time 
pass  in  the  camp.    December  31,  1777,  he  writes, — 

"Adjutant  Seldcn  Icarn's  me  how  to  Dam  Stockings  —  to  make 
them  look  like  knit  work." 

At  this  time  the  British  prisons  in  Philadelphia  were 
crowded  with  American  prisoners,  xvhose  sufferings  ap- 
pealed to  the  sensibihties  of  Dr.  Waldo  in  the  midst  of 
his  own.    December  18,  1777,  he  writes, — 

"  Our  brethren  who  are  unfortunately  Prisoner*  in  Philadelphia 
meet  with  the  most  uvage  and  inhumane  treatments  that  Barbarians 
are  Capable  of  inflicting.  Our  Enemies  do  not  knock  them  in  the 
head  or  burn  them  with  torches  to  death,  or  flee  them  alive,  or 
gradoatly  dismember  them  till  they  die,  which  is  customary  among 
Savages  &  Barbarians.  No.  they  are  wors«  by  far.  They  suffer 
them  to  atan-c,  to  linger  out  their  lives  in  extrccm  hunger.  One  of 
these  poor  unhappy  men,  drove  to  the  last  extrcem  by  the  rage  of 
hunger,  cat  his  own  fingers  dp  to  the  first  joint  from  the  hand,  ticfore 
be  died.  Others  cat  the  Clay,  the  LJmc.  the  Stones  of  the  Prison 
Walls.  Several  who  died  in  the  Yard  had  pieces  of  Bark,  Wood, 
Clay,  Si  Stones  in  their  mouths,  which  the  ravings  of  hunger  had 
caused  them  to  take  for  food  in  the  last  Agonies  of  Life!  'These 
are  thy  mercies,  O  Britain !' " 

These  stories  of  cruelty  have  been  substantiated  from 
many  different  sources,  and  the  brutality  of  Cunningham, 
the  provost-marshal,  made  his  name  a  by\vord  among 
the  Americans. 

However,  Dr.  Waldo  determined,  if  possible,  to  ob- 
tain a  furlough  and  visit  his  home.  He  procured  a  rec- 
ommendation for  one  from  Genera!  Huntington.  On 
applying  with  it  to  Dr.  Cochran,  the  latter  said,— 
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"'I  am  willing  to  oblige  every  Gcnlkmen  of  the  Facullr,  but 
some  of  tbc  Boston  Surgeous  have  by  uking  m  underhand  method 
of  ^tting  furlows,  occaition'd  a  Cotnplaint  to  be  lodg'd  with  his 
Excellency,  who  has  positively  forbid  my  giving  any  furlows  at 
present  We  shall  soon  hare  rea^mcntal  Hospitals  erected  —  and 
general  Ones  to  receive  the  5Upcr>abundant  Sick  from  them :  if 
you  will  tarry  till  such  regulations  are  made  —  you  will  have  an 
hoflourahle  furlow,  and  c\'cn  now  —  I  will,  if  you  desire  it  —  recom- 
mend you  to  his  Excellency  for  one  —  but  desire  you  would  slay  a 
little  while  longer  — and  in  the  iiiejuilime  recommend  to  me  some 
young  Surgeon  for  a  Rcgimcni,  and  I  will  immediately  appoint  him 
to  a  chief  Surgeoncy  from  your  recommendation  —  I  will  remember 
the  rascals  who  have  us'd  me  ilL' 

"I  concluded  to  stay>-&  immediately  set  about  fixing  accom- 
modation for  the  Sick." 

January  5,  1778,  he  says, — 

"Apply'd  for  a  FuHow,  Surgn.  Gen1  not  at  home^come  back 
mumping  &  Sulkey. 

"January  6th.  Apply'd  again  —  was  dcny'd  by  reason  of  Inocula- 
tions being  set  on  foot  —  &  because  the  Boston  Surgeons  had  too 
many  of  Ihcm  gone  —  one  of  whom  is  to  be  broke  for  his  lying  & 
deceiving  in  order  to  gel  3  furlow  —  and  I  wish  his  cursed  tongue 
was  pull'd  out.  for  thus  giving  an  example  of  scandal  to  the  New 
England  Surgeons,  tho'  the  Oinncctt.  Ones  arc  well  enough  re- 
spected at  present" 

But  at  last  his  fiirlotigh  arrives  and  he  starts  Iiome. 

"January  gtb.  Unexpectedly  got  a  Furlow.  Set  oat  for  home. 
The  very  worst  of  Riding — Mud  &  Mire.  We  had  gone  thro'  In- 
oculation before  this  furlow." 

On  October  i.  1779,  he  resigned  his  commission  be- 
cause of  ill-health,  and  then  settled  down  tn  practise  his 
profession  in  Windham  County.  Connecticut.  After  re- 
maining there  for  some  tinic  lie  went  to  Maryland  with 
a  view  of  practising-  in  that  State,  but  he  retunied  to 
Windham  after  a  year's  absence  and  remained  there  until 
his  death. 

He  was  especially  known  for  his  ability  as  a  surgeon. 
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althctrgh.  of  ojurse,  he  practised  ^n.' ,, 
as  acri^erj.     He  was  an   aco>llllJiI^l.t' 
masic  and  me  nne  arts,  and  ^oiiu  v.  I„,i 
delr/ererl  a  nineral  oratk)ii  at  llu-  \)\:i  ..i'    . 
nam.     He  was  active  in  orgaiii/iuf^  il;-    .■-' 
of  Windham  County,  which  was  hiiljiyt.^jin  >,<  , 
the  =<jc:etv  formed  at  New  H:ivfii  \m  x-.u  ,>, 
necticnt  State  Medical  Society,    iic  w.i     ,■  <  ,  ■ 
and  left  a  amaJI  estate  in  ctinsf.i)iuiuA'  .,i  In    ,,. 
His  death  occurred  January  _'ij,  i>"vH 

Dr.  John  Morgan's  "  Vindicaliwii"  i;.  .il,'. 

seen,  a  great  fund  of  infornnilinn  i'.itiu.i'MiJii)/  ii 

department  of  the  Continental  army,      llu    I;'... 
tremely  rare.    The  College  of  lMlysi»•i.ill^ '>)  I'ln   ,.■.  , 
possesses  a  copy  in  excellent  cundilioii,  wlu'li  i',ii.       , 
belonged  to  Dr.  James  Mease,  and  Imt)  ln.^  ii.uti.   ...    •••  ■ 
title-page.     I  have  several  times  in  llu-  tuiiv,"i"i.'  i-  ,.■ 
quoted  from  Dr.  James  Tiltt^i's  "  !'".»i>H'iiiiii,il  Mli  >j 

tions  on  Militar}'  HospitaKs."     'I'liih  piUN|;liUi  ii,iiL> i 

the  author's  views  on  the  principli'S  lliat  hlndild  t'.'"*'' 
the  sanitation  of  an  army  and  tho  rt'K'iluliuii  "i  ii.   I. 
pitai.     The  work  is  very  practical  and   lull  i^t  (iiijijii..]> 
sense.    He  adduces  arguments  derived  Imjik  hi.--  mvn  i-  t 
sonal  experience  as  an  army  sur^vnti  In  hii|f|ji>ii  iln    ..m 
ous  contentions  which  he  makes. 

Another  literary  contriliutinn  which  I  tijii^jdu  in...! 
noteworthy  is  Benjamin  Rush's  pjvniphii'l  ciiiiiUil  "  him 
tions  for  Preserving  the  Health  of  Sojdii-ih,"  wliuli  .,.,.i.. 
published  by  order  of  the  Board  of  War.  |i  \:^  "  /mI 
dressed  to  the  Officers  of  the  Army  nf  the  iluiu-d  ^^^.li. . ," 
and  contains  many  excellent  sanitary  rnli*s  in  a  bml  hni 
clear  form,  explaining  clearly  their  rcasDnahli-ntn.i  ,iu,l 
pointing  out  their  utility.  Many  of  the  |>i)iiiih  htr  l,iyj> 
stress  on  are  similar  to  those  cmpliasixed  by  Tilloii.     N'/ 
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one  interested  in  military  hygiene  could  more  profitably 
devote  the  short  time  necessary  for  their  perusal  than  to 
a  careful  reading  of  these  two  articles.  They  are  as  full 
of  meat  as  a  nut,  and  their  nilcs  are  just  as  applicable 
to-day  as  they  were  one  hundred  years  ago. 

Dr.  John  Jones,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  King's  Col- 
lege, New  York,  published  in  the  year  1775  a  book  en- 
titled "  Plain  Concise  Practical  Remarks  on  the  Treat- 
ment of  Wounds  and  Fractures,  to  which  is  added  a  short 
Appendix  on  Camp  and  Military  Hospitals,  Principally 
Designed  for  the  use  of  young  Military  Surgeons  in 
North  America."  The  aj^jendix  consists  chiefly  of  ab- 
stracts from  the  famous  book  by  Sir  John  I'ringlc.  with 
various  comments  by  Dr.  Jones.  This  work  attained  a 
large  sale,  and  served  as  the  guide  to  military  surgery 
to  most  of  the  surgeons  in  the  American  army;  there 
is,  however,  but  little  in  it  for  those  who  desire  informa- 
tion on  the  history  of  the  war. 

An  interesting  contribution  to  military  hygiene  is 
afforded  in  the  "  History  of  a  Dysentery  in  the  22d  Regi- 
ment of  the  late  Continental  Army,"  by  Dr.  Ebenezer 
Beardsley.  This  little  article  was  published  in  the  first 
volume  of  transactions  ever  issued  by  a  medical  society 
in  this  country, — namely,  the  "  Proceedings  of  the  New 
Haven  County  Medical  Society  for  1788."  He  details 
how  dysentery  developed  as  the  result  of  putting  the 
regiment  into  crowded  unsanitary  barracks,  and  how  the 
epidemic  was  checked  by  moving  it  into  more  commo- 
dious quarters. 
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CHAPTER    VII. 


THE   EARLIEST    HOSPITALS. 


The  Pennsylvania  Hospital.* 
The  oldest  institution  intended  solely  for  the  care  of 
the  sick  and  wounded  within  the  Umits  of  what  is  now 
the  United  States  is  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  in  Pliila- 
delphia.  There  are  several  institutions  in  Canada  and 
in  Mexico  which  can  lay  claim  to  a  greater  antiquity,  and 
sometimes  it  is  asserted  that  the  Philadelphia  Hospital, 
as  the  infirmary  of  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse  has  cwnw 
to  be  known,  is  more  ancient.  But  the  latter  claim  is 
based  on  a  total  misapprehension.  It  is  claimed  that  this 
institution  was  founded  in  1732,  but  if  one  refers  to  the 
original  documents  he  will  find  that  the  institution 
founded  in  that  year  is  always  referred  to  as  the  "  poor- 
house,"  and  that  the  only  sense  in  wliich  the  term  hos- 
pital can  be  applied  to  it  is  that  it  possessed  an  infirmary 
for  such  of  the  poor  as  were  insane  or  required  more 
careful  medical  treatment  than  could  be  given  them  if 
in  the  same  quarters  with  the  other  paupers. 

The  best  proof,  however,  exists  in  the  petition  which 

*  In  the  subKcqiiciit  account  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  pr.icti> 
cally  all  the  matter  'u  derived  from  Dr.  T.  G.  Morton's  "  History  of 
the  Pennsylvania  KospilaJ,"  published  in  1893  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Board  of  Manngerg  and  the  contributors  to  the  Hospit-it. 
Dr.  Morton  has  gaUicrcd  together  every  fact  relating  to  the  Hos- 
pital's history,  and  has  rejiriiited  many  of  ihe  original  document* 
which  bear  upon  it.  So  thoroughly  has  he  covered  the  ground  (hat 
tnj  one  now  writing  on  the  subject  can  only  hope  to  present  in  a 
condensed  form  what  Dr.  Kforton  give«  in  such  abundance. 
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was  presented  to  tlie  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  on  Jami- 
ary  23,  1750-51,  which  led  to  the  founding  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania HiJ&pital : 

"  To  Tax  HOMOUKABLE  HOUU  OF  KuUSCNTATirES  Of  TOt  PXOfflirCK 

or  Pehnsylvahia. 

"  The  PetiuoQ  of  suodiy  Inhabitants  of  the  saJd  Province  Hiud- 
bly  shcweth, 

"  That  with  the  Number  of  People,  the  number  of  Lunatics  or 
Persona  distempered  ■□  Mind  and  deprived  of  their  rational  Fac- 
tUtieii.  hath  greatly  encrcaied  in  this  Province. 

"  That  some  of  tbcni  gving  at  large  are  a  Terror  to  their  NeiBb- 
bors,  who  are  daily  apprehensive  of  the  Violences  they  may  commit; 
And  others,  arc  continually  wasting  their  Substance,  to  the  great  In- 
jurjr  of  theniielvej  and  Families,  ill  disposed  Persons  wickedly 
taking  Advantage  of  their  unhappy  Condition,  and  drawing  them  into 
unreasonable  BargaiTUi,  &c. 

'*  That  few  or  none  of  them  are  so  sensible  of  their  Condition,  as 
to  submit  voluntarily  to  the  Treatment  their  respective  Cases  re- 
quire, and  therefore  continue  in  the  same  deplorable  Stale  durii>|; 
Ihcir  Lives;  whereas  it  has  been  found,  by  the  Experience  of  many 
Year«,  that  above  two  Thirds  of  the  Mad  People  received  into 
Bethlehem  Hospital,  and  there  treated  properly,  have  been  perfectly 
cured. 

"  Your  Petitioners  beg  Leave  farther  to  represent,  that  tho'  the 
good  Laws  of  this  Province  hare  made  many  compassionate  and 
dMHtable  Provisions  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  yet  something 
Cirther  seems  wanting  in  Favour  of  such,  whose  Poverty  is  made 
more  miserable  by  the  additional  Weight  of  a  grievous  Disease, 
from  which  they  might  easily  be  relieved,  if  they  were  not  situated 
at  too  great  a  Distance  from  regular  Ad%-ice  and  Assistance; 
whereby  many  languish  out  their  Lives,  tortiir'd  perhaps  with  the 
Stone,  dcvour'd  by  the  Cancer,  deprived  of  SiKbi  by  Cataracts,  or 
gradually  decaying  by  loathsome  Distempers:  who,  if  the  Expcnee 
in  the  present  manner  of  Nursing  and  Attending  them  separately 
when  they  come  to  Town  were  not  -so  discouraging,  might  again, 
by  the  judicious  Assistance  of  Physic  and  Surgcrj-.  be  enabled  to 
iBste  the  Blessing  of  Health,  and  be  made  in  a  few  Weeks,  useful 
Members  of  the  Community,  able  to  provide  for  thcmsclvci  and 
Families. 

"  The  kind  Care  our  Assemblies  have  heretofore  taken  for  the 
Relief  of  sick  and  distem|>ered  Strangers,  by  providing  a  Place  for 
their  Reception  and  Accommodation,  leaves  us  no  Room  to  doubt 
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their  showing  an  equal  tender  Concern  for  the  Inhabitants.  And 
we  hope  Uiey  will  be  of  Opinion  with  us.  that  a  small  Provincial 
Hospital,  erected  .ind  put  under  proper  Reflations,  in  the  Care 
of  Persons  to  be  appointed  by  this  House,  or  otherwise,  as  Ihcy 
shall  think  meet,  with  Power  to  receive  and  apply  the  charitable 
Benefactions  of  good  People  towards  enlarging  and  supporting  lh« 
ume,  and  some  other  Provi«iuns  in  a  Law  for  the  Purpoiies  above 
mcnlioncd.  will  be  a  good  Work,  acceptable  to  God  and  to  all  the 
good  People  they  represent. 

*'  We  therefore  humbly  recommend  the  Premises  to  their  serions 
consideration. 


"A.  Mowas,  Jtm. 
JoNA.  Evans 
JosKi-H  Shifpen 
John  Inclis 

RSESZ  MEKEDtTU 
Jos.  RlCHARDSOK 

Jos.  Sims 
Edwakd  Cathkau. 
Auos  Stkettell 
John  Akmitt 
Jos'a  FtsHZK 


Natd'l  Auon 
Wu.  Coleman 

Wm.  Atwoow 
Anth.  Morris 
Tiios.  GrA£US 
John  MtFFi.tw 
Gk>.  Spotfoed 
John  Ksykell 
CuAS.  Kojtns 

WlLUA-M   GklFfTTTS 
SAMt;EL.  SHtTtI 


S.  Shoemaker 
Samul.  Sansoh 
Sahl.  Hazakd 
Wm.  Pllmsted 
Luke  Mokbis 
Stephen  Armitt 
Samuel  Rhoads 
Will.  Branson 
Iskakl  Fehbbxtdn 
Joshua  Ckoshy 
Wnj-  AujLS." 


Tilts  petition  was  composed  by  Benjamin  Franklin, 
and  in  his  "  Brief  Account  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital," in  describing  how  it  came  to  be  drawn  up,  he 

says, — 

"  About  th«  end  of  the  year  1750,  some  Persons,  who  bad  fre- 
quent Opportunities  of  observing  the  distress  of  such  distempcr'd 
Poor  as  from  Time  to  Time  came  to  Philadelphia,  for  the  Advice 
and  Assistance  of  tlie  Physiciamt  and  Siirgeon-t  of  that  City;  how 
diflictilt  it  was  for  them  to  procure  suitable  Lodgmgs,  and  other 
conveniences  proper  for  their  reipective  cases,  and  how  expensive 
the  Providing  good  and  careful  Nurses,  and  otiicr  Attendants,  for 
want  thereof,  many  must  suffer  greatly,  and  some  probably  perish, 
that  might  otherwise  have  been  restored  to  Health  and  Comfort, 
and  become  useful  to  themselves,  their  Families,  and  the  Poblick, 
for  many  years  after;  and  considering  moreover,  that  even  the 
poor  inhabitants  of  this  city,  tho'  they  had  homes,  yet  were  therein 
but  badly  accommodated  in  Sickneiis,  and  could  not  be  so  well  and 
easily  taken  Care  of  in  their  Separate  Habitations,  as  they  might 
be  in  one  convenient  House,  under  one  Inspection,  and  tn  the  hands 
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of  skilful  Practitioners;  and  several  of  tbe  Inhabitants  of  the 
Proviace.  who  unhap^jily  becatne  disordered  in  tbdr  Senses,  wan- 
dered about,  to  the  tetrour  of  their  Neighbours,  there  being  no 
place  (except  the  House  of  Correction  or  Almshouse)  in  which 
they  might  be  confined,  and  subjected  to  proper  treatment  for  their 
Recovery,  and  that  House  was  by  no  means  fitted  for  such  Par* 
poses;  did  charitably  consult  together,  and  confer  with  their 
Friends  and  Acquaintances,  on  the  best  means  of  relieving  the 
Distressed,  under  those  Circumstances:  and  an  Infirmary,  or  Hos- 
pital, bdng  proposed,  was  so  generally  approved,  that  there  was 
reanon  to  expect  a  conniderable  Subscription  from  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  City,  towards  the  support  of  such  a  hospital." 

It  has  been  asserted  that  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse 
possessed  a  medical  staff,  and  that  this  entitled  it  to  the 
name  of  hospital,  but  the  duties  of  these  physicians  were 
not  those  of  a  hospital  staff,  hut  merely  involved  their 
looking^  after  the  condition  of  such  paupers  as  might  be 
ill.  The  first  record  of  any  medical  appointnierii  to  the 
Almshouse  is  found  on  the  iSth  of  May,  I/69,  when 
Drs.  Cadwalader  Evans  and  Thomas  Bond  were  "  re- 
elected," at  a  salary  of  fifty  pounds  a  year,  out  of  which 
they  were  refjuired  to  furnish  such  medicines  to  the  in- 
mates as  might  be  needed. 

But  the  most  conclusive  proof  is  to  he  found  in  the 
following'  narrative,  which  I  give  verbatim  from  Mor- 
ton's "  History  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital."  To  my 
mind  it  settles  the  question  beyond  cavil  that  the  Phila- 
delphia Almshouse  was  not,  properly  speaking,  at  that 
time  of  its  existence  a  hospital,  and  consequently  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital  is  justly  entitled  to  be  termed  the 
oldest  hospital  in  the  United  States. 

"At  an  early  date,  July  22,  1781,  the  Managers  of  the  PKiladclphia 
City  Almshouse  and  House  of  Employment  requested  'that  their 
sick  Paupers  may  be  occasionally  adiuitted  iniu  ilie  Hospital  as 
pay  patients  at  the  rate  of  a  Spanish  mill'd  dollar  per  week.'  The 
Hospitars  Managers  agreed  at  the  rate  of  a  dollar  and  one-third 
said  specie,  and  sub^icquently  it  was  agreed  to  receive  them  for  ten 
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sbtllings  per  week.  On  May  28^  17&7,  the  rate  was  reduced  tu  eight 
sbilltug^i  and  four  pence ;  the  Almahuuiie  being  at  this  time  indebted 
to  the  Huspital  i64&.  It  was  then  rcciucstcd  tliat  tlic  rate  of  board 
be  reduced,  wbicb,  being  considered  by  the  Hospital  Managers, 
they  declined  to  make  any  alteration  for  the  present  in  the  price 
or  terms  ni  artmiision.  On  December  7,  1789,  it  was  found  that  on 
'June  1st  Last  the  Almihottse  was  in  debt  to  the  Hospital,  for 
maintenance  of  their  Mck  ifMS.  lOs->  which  bcmg  placed  in  Attor- 
ney's hands  for  collection,  a  trial  was  obtained  on  February  12, 
1791.  when  the  AUnshouiie  Managers,  linding  the  evidence  submitted 
proved  they  had  contracted  tu  pay  at  the  rate),  and  prices  debited 
to  Ihcm,  admitted  the  equity  of  the  account  and  consented  thai 
a  verdict  should  be  given  for  iioi4  due  February  24,  179a'  The 
point  at  i«>ue  was  the  objection  of  the  Alm3h0u.sc  to  the  tcgalily  of 
the  Hospital  charging  for  the  board  of  patients  who  were  residents 
of  Pennsylvania,  alleitintf  that  the  hospital  funds  were  exclusively 
intended  for  that  description  of  people,  and  that  the  Hospital  had 
no  right  to  take  foreigners  on  charily,  or  (he  inhahitanla  of  other 
Slate.4.  The  matter  was  fully  argued  before  the  Court,  but  not 
finally  decided  on,  the  Court  l>eiii8  adjourned  to  the  3d  of  the 
following  March.  '  The  managers  had  reason  to  believe  it  would 
be  determined  liberally  in  their  favor  as  they  have  a  right  to  con- 
sider all  persons  meeting  with  casualities  in  the  Roads  or  Streets, 
or  perishing  with  sickness  in  the  State,  as  the  poor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania without  exception;  but  if  they  are  immediately  sent  from  the 
neighboring  State  fur  the  express  purpose  of  being  supported  in 
the  hospital  they  ought  not  to  he  admitted.' 

"  On  April  20.  1799.  the  Managers  informed  the  Almshouse  au- 
thorities they  h.id  raani  for  »ix  patients;  if  they  had  any  diseased 
persons  in  their  House,  whom  the  physicians  of  the  Hospital  should 
think  proper  subjects,  they  would  willingly  receive  them  without 
pay.  The  Almshouse  Managers  acceded  to  the  proposition  with 
delight,  in  the  hope  that  their  maniac*  would  be  selected,  which 
was  not  the  proposition  of  the  Hospital.  The  matter  led  to  corre- 
spondence and  several  conference*;  the  Hospital  Committee  fully 
explained  to  the  Almshouse  Managers  the  reason  why  they  could 
not  admit  their  poor  patients  in  the  manner  and  upon  the  unreason- 
able terms  which  they  had  proposed.  It  was  finally  agreed  that 
the  Manager;  of  the  Hospital  should  consider,  and  make  known. 
the  lowest  rale  at  which  the  sick  patients  of  the  Almshouse  would 
be  received  into  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  On  December  ti>,  1801, 
they  submitted  the  following:  '  tst.  The  Hospital  will  lake  from 
the  managers  of  the  Almshouse  all  such  pay  cases  as  the  hospital 
physicians  consider  as  proper  cases  to  be  received  therein  at  225 
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cents  per  week,  ad.  That  all  their  pay  patients  who  are  now  in  the 
bouic  khall  t>e  charged  at  the  same  price  3d,  Ihc  accounts  shall  be 
settled  at  the  end  of  every  3  tnoatha.  4,  H  tlie  foregoing  proposals 
are  not  agreed  to,  tbe  tennfc  of  admission  shall  not  be  ahcred  from 
three  dollars  a  week  until  funher  order  is  taken  tliereon.' 

"  On  December  aS,  1801.  ihc  Managers  of  the  Almshouse  made 
aniwcr  tliat  Uiey  could  not  agree  to  the  proposal,  but  it  was  prob- 
able that  a  conference  would  remove  the  impctUmcnts.  At  a  con- 
ference, held  January  12,  1802.  the  objcciions  made  to  the  pro- 
posals  of  the  Hospital  Managers  were  con^iidered  and  removed 
with  exception  of  the  first,  for  which  the  Almshouse  Committee 
prepared  the  following  substitute:  '  Resolved  that  the  Managers  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  will  take  from  the  Managers  of  the 
Almshouse  all  their  lunatics  and  such  other  pay  patients  as  may 
be  considered  curable  cases  and  proper  for  admission  into  the  said 
Hospiul  (afrrecablc  to  its  Rules)  at  235  cents  per  week  for  each 
of  iliem  for  one  year.' 

"  Tlic  Almshouse  Committee  also  proposed  to  the  Managers  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Ho.<pital,  *  that  they  xtutl  came  to  tie  atlcndeil 
all  their  Palicots  who  may  be  in  the  Almshouse,  by  the  Hospital 
Physicians,  gratis;  and  that  they  shall  be  supplied  with  medicines 
except  liquors  at  the  expense  of  the  Hospital.' 

"  On  January  25.  1802,  all  conference  on  the  subject  was  termi- 
nated by  a  minute  of  the  Almshouse  board,  that  they  '  are  of  opinion 
it  will  not  be  advisable  to  remove  the  sick  from  this  house  to  the 
Hospiul  upon  the  terms  proposed  by  the  Managers  of  thai  In- 
stitution inasmuch  as  it  will  occasion  a  very  great  and  as  wc  con* 
ccive  unjustifiable  increase  of  our  expenses.'  On  January  31,  1803, 
a  communication  was  received  from  the  Almshouse  board  request- 
ing a  conference  with  the  Managers  of  the  Hospital  on  the  admis- 
sion of  Paupers  into  said  Hospital  and  asking  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  of  conference.  A  conference  was  held  Feb.  28.  1803. 
when  the  Almshouse  Committee  submitted  the  following  minute 
conlaining  the  objections  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  (o  the  terms 
of  admi»*ion  for  their  sick  patients,  vii. :  'Whereas  it  has  been 
Customary  for  (he  Managers  of  the  Pennsyh-ania  Hospital  to  admit 
diseased  paupers  into  their  hou.<ie  for  cure,  provided  the  Guardians 
of  the  Poor  will  engage  to  furnish  them  with  Cloathes  and  pay 
funeral  expenses  in  case  of  their  death,  and  such  engagements  in- 
volve tlie  Guardians  in  unnrcmary,  and  in  case  of  non-residents 
perhaps  in  wnjuslifiablc.  Expense  and  at  the  same  time  swtll  the 
account  of  the  Guardians  ivhUe  the  whole  credit  results  to  the 
Managers  of  the  Hospital.  Resolved  that  in  Future  No  Guardian 
sign  Such  engagement  to  the  Hospital.'    The  Almshouse  Committee 
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was  informed  of  the  reasons  upon  which  tlie  rules  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Paupers  into  the  Hospital  were  founded  and  the  difficulty 
there  would  be  in  procuring  an  alteration  thereof;  and  that  the 
Guardiains  cuiild  derive  little  or  no  benelil  from  the  proposed  altera- 
tions, inasmuch  as  clothing  and  burying  their  patients  at  the  expense 
of  the  Hospital  would  only  lessen  the  fund  that  ijupported  their 
own  poor  —  as  they  appeared  to  be  {:onvioced  with  the  reasons 
assigned,  the  conference  adjourned,  The  Almxiioiise  board  re- 
scinded this  minute  and  Chen  adopted  the  following:  *  iliat  in  canes 
where  nothing  further  ts  required  than  furnishing  Cloaths  and 
defraying  funeral  Expenses  it  will  be  proper  for  the  Guardians  to 
sign  the  Engagement,  due  attention  being  previously  paid  to  the 
Applicant  being  a  Re.sidenter.' " 

As  Dr.  Morton  says,  this  effectually  disposes  of  the 
claim  that  what  we  now  know  as  the  Philadelphia  Hos- 
pital, or  Blockley  Almshouse,  ts  the  oldest  hospital  in 
the  United  States: 

"  Becanse  it  now  exists  in  connection  with  the  Philadelphia 
Almshouse,  it  cannot  be  admitted  that  it  was  so  from  the  begin- 
ning, or  that  its  organization  dates  back  to  the  Mtabii&hmcnt  of 
ttic  first  City  Almshouse  in  1730-31." 

Morton  traces  back  the  history  of  the  eflforts  made  to 
establish  a  hospital  in  Pennsylvania  as  far  as  the  year 
1709,  quoting  from  the  records  of  Friends'  Monthly 
Meeting  at  Philadelphia  on  September  25,  1709,  the 
following : 

"  Thomas  Griffith  15  ordered  to  pay  to  Edward  Shippen  to  the 
value  of  Eight  Pounds  Sterling  when  there  is  stock  in  his  handt. 
towards  defraying  the  charges  nf  negotiating  matters  in  England 
in  relation  to  the  School  Charter  and  one  that  is  endeavoured  to  be 
obtained  for  nn  Ho«pital,  according  to  the  agreement  and  concur- 
rence of  the  Meeting  some  time  past,  and  was  accordingly  to  send 
over  by  Isaac  Korris  To  request  of  Gov.  Penn  who  was  willing  to 
grant  the  same;  but  upon  advice  thought  it  proper  to  have  the 
School  and  Hospital  in  one  which  this  meeting  desires  may  be 
moved  again  by  James  Logan,  who  it  now  going  over  to  England." 

Nothing  further  appears  to  have  been  done  in  the  mat- 
ter for  many  years,  certainly  no  practical  result  came  of 
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it  until  the  middle  of  the  century.  The  credit  of  cnigi- 
nating  the  efforts  which  finally  caused  the  foundation  of 
the  Pennsyh-aiiia  Hospital  belongs  to  I>r.  Tliomas  Bond, 
a  man  prominent  in  his  profession  and  in  tht  community. 
He  was  born  in  1712.  and  besides  his  enterprise  in  found- 
ing the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  he  took  an  active  part  in 
the  establishment  of  the  College  of  Philadelphia,  now  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  the  originator  of 
the  Bond  splint  for  the  treatment  of  fracttu'cs  of  the 
lower  end  of  the  radius,  and  he  also  invented  an  instru- 
ment for  extracting  foreign  bodies  from  the  oesophagus. 
It  has  been  asserted  that  Benjamin  Franklin  was  the 
founder  of  the  Pernisylvania  Hospital,  but  in  his  "Auto- 
biography" Franklin  magnanimously  gives  the  full  credit 
to  Dr.  Bond  in  the  following  narrative  of  the  way  in 
which  Ik  came  to  be  concerned  in  it: 

"  In  1751.  Dr.  Thomas  Bond,  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  establishing  a  hospital  in  Philadelphia,  (a  rtrj 
beaeficenl  dc«if[n.  which  tias  been  ascribed  to  me.  but  was  origi- 
nally and  truly  his,)  for  the  reception  and  cure  of  poor  tide 
pcTBont,  whether  inhabitants  of  the  province,  or  strangers.  He 
was  zealous  and  active  in  endeavouring  to  procure  subscriptions 
for  it;  but  the  proposal  being  a  novelty  in  America,  and  at  first 
.Dot  well  understood,  he  met  but  with  little  success.  At  ieogih  be 
came  to  mc  with  the  compliment,  that  he  found  there  was  no  Buch 
s  thing  as  carrying  a  public- spirited  project  through  without  mc 
being  coDcemcd  in  it  '  For,'  said  he,  *  1  am  often  asked  by  those 
to  whom  I  propoM  »ub<icrtbing.  Have  you  conjitUctI  FrantSm  on  this 
businetsT  And  what  does  he  think  of  it.'  I  inquired  into  the 
nature  and  probable  utility  of  the  scheme,  and  receiving  from  him 
a  very  satisfactory  explanation,  I  not  only  subscribed  to  it  myself, 
but  engaged  heartily  in  the  design  of  procuring  subscriptions  from 
others :  previous  however  to  the  solicitation,  I  endeavoured  to 
prepare  the  minds  of  the  people,  by  writing  on  the  subject  in  the 
newspapers,  which  was  my  usual  custom  in  such  cases,  but  whidi 
Dr.  Bond  had  omitted.  The  subscriptions  afterw-ards  were  more 
free  and  generous;  but  beginning  to  flag,  I  saw  they  wotild  be 
iniu6icient,  without  some  assistance  from  the  assembly,  and  there- 
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fore  proposed  to  petition  for  it;  which  was  done.  The  coamrj 
n]cmt>crs  did  not  at  first  rclfsh  the  project;  ihcy  objected  that  it 
couid  only  be  serviceable  to  the  city,  and  therefore  the  citi/en?  alone 
should  be  at  the  expense  of  it,  and  tlicy  doubted  whether  the  citi- 
zens themselves  generally  approved  of  it.  My  allegation  on  the 
contrary,  th;it  it  tuet  with  such  approbation  aa  to  leave  no  doubt 
of  our  being  able  to  raise  two  Uiou!>and  pounds  by  volunt^iry  dona- 
tions., they  considered  as  a  most  extravagant  supposition,  and  utterly 
impossible.  On  ihis  I  formed  my  plan;  and  asking  leave  to  bring 
ill  a  bill  for  incorporating  the  contributors  according  to  the  prayer 
of  their  petition,  and  granting  them  a  blank  sum  of  money;  which 
leave  was  obtained  chiefly  on  the  consideration,  that  the  house  could 
throw  the  bill  out  if  they  did  not  like  it.  I  drew  it  so  as  to  make 
the  important  ctau.ie  a  conditional  one,  viz.:  'And  be  it  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  that  when  the  said  contributors  shall  have 
met  and  chosen  their  managers  and  treasurer,  and  xhall  have  raised 
by  their  contributions  a  capital  stock  of  two  thousand  pounds  value, 
(the  yearly  interest  of  which  is  to  be  applied  to  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  sick  poor  in  the  said  hnspiial,  and  of  ehsrgc  for  diet, 
attendance,  advice,  and  medicine,)  and  shall  make  tke  same  appear 
to  tke  salisfaction  erf  the  ifitaker  of  the  Aisembly  for  the  time 
being;  that  then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  speaker, 
and  he  is  hereby  required  to  sign  an  order  on  the  provincial  treasurer, 
for  the  payment  of  two  thousand  pounds  in  two  yearly  payments, 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  hospital,  to  be  applied  to  the  founding. 
building  and  furnishing  of  the  same.'  This  condition  carried  the 
bill  throuKh;  for  the  members  who  had  opposed  the  grant,  and 
now  conceived  they  might  have  the  credit  of  being  charilable  with- 
out th«  expense,  agreed  to  its  passage;  and  then  in  soliciting  sub- 
acriptions  among  the  people;  we  urged  the  conditional  promine  of 
the  law  as  an  additional  motive  to  give,  since  every  man's  dona- 
tion would  be  doubled :  thus  the  clause  worked  both  ways.  The 
subscriptions  accordingly  soon  exceeded  the  requisite  sum,  and  we 
claimed  and  received  the  public  gift,  which  enabled  us  to  carry  the 
design  into  execution.  A  convenient  and  handsome  building  was 
soon  erected,  the  institution  has  by  const.-int  experience  lieen  found 
useful,  and  flourishes  to  this  day;  and  I  do  not  remember  any  of 
my  political  manoeuvres,  the  success  of  which  at  the  time  gave  me 
more  pleasure:  or,  wherein,  after  thinking  of  it.  I  more  easily 
excused  myself  of  having  made  some  use  of  cunning." 


Morton  quotes  Franklin's  account  of  tlw  way  in  which 
the  charter  was  finallv  obtained : 
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"  On  the  second  reading  of  the  Petition,  Janiiary  29,  1751,  lie 
House  gave  leave  lo  the  Petitioners  to  bring  in  u  Bill,  wliicli  was 
read  the  First  Time  on  the  first  o(  February.  For  some  time  it 
was  doubtful  whether  the  Bill  would  not  miscarry,  many  of  the 
Members  mil  rcJidily  conceiving  the  Necessity  or  UKcfutncas  of  the 
design;  and  apprehending  moreover,  tbat  the  Expense  of  paying 
Pliysicians  and  Surgeons,  would  cat  up  the  whole  of  any  Fund 
that  could  he  raised;  but  three  of  the  mcmbcrst  of  the  Medical 
Profession,  \ix :  Doctors  Lloyd  Zachary,  Thomas  Bond,  and  Phineas 
Bond,  gencroujtiy  offering  to  attend  the  Hospital  gratis  for  three 
years,  and  the  other  Objections  being  by  degrees  got  over,  the 
Bill,  on  the  seventh  of  the  game  Month,  pas:wd  the  House.  Ntmine 
Contradieente.  and  on  the  nth  of  May  following  it  received  the 
Governor's  approval." 

The  first  president  of  tlie  Board  of  Managers  was 
Joshua  Crosby,  and  the  first  clerk  Benjamin  Franklin. 

The  board  applied  to  the  Proprietaries,  Thomas  and 
Richard  Peim,  for  a  grant  of  land  on  which  to  build,  and 
Morton  gives  a  number  of  interesting  letters  bearing  on 
this  subject  which  passed  between  the  Managers,  the 
Peims,  and  Governor  Hamilton.  It  would  appear  from 
these  that  the  Peniis  offered  them  a  lot  which  was  part 
of  some  ground  which  had  alreatly  been  laid  apart  on  the 
city  plan  for  public  purposes,  and  the  offer  was  coupled 
with  the  condition  that  if  the  scheme  of  the  Hos- 
pital failed  in  execution  the  land  should  re\-crt  to  the 
ownership  of  the  Penns.  There  were  some  brick-yards 
and  swamps  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  site 
proposed  for  the  Hospital.  The  Managers  with  great  wis- 
dom refused  this  offer,  partly  liecause  of  the  unhealtli- 
fulness  of  the  proximity  of  swamps,  but  chiefly  because 
they  were  public-spirited  enough  to  see  that  if  they  ac- 
cepted the  grant  of  this  land  which  had  already  been 
given  to  the  city,  especially  when  the  gift  to  them  was 
accompanied  by  the  reversionary  clause,  they  would 
acknowledge  the  right  of  the  Penns  to  make  grants  of 
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land  already  definitely  devoted  to  public  purposes.  Hav- 
ing thus  refused  to  accept  the  gift  uf  a  site  on  whicli  to 
build,  the  Managers  rented  a  house  on  the  south  side  of 
Market  Street  (then  High)  below  Seventh,  which  had 
belonged  to  the  lately  deceased  Judge  John  Kinsey,  and 
on  February  6,  1752,  inserted  an  advertisement  in  the 
Gasette  that  the  Hospital  was  ready  to  receive  patients. 

In  the  previous  month  they  had  drawn  up  the  foUow- 
ing  set  of  rules  governing  patients;  - 

"  Rules  agreed  to  by  the  managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
for  the  adcnistiun  and  discharge  of  PatientN 

"  First,  That  no  patients  shall  be  admitted  whose  cases  are 
judged  inrurahic,  lunatii^ks  excepted;  nur  any  whose  cases  do  not 
require  the  p-irticiilar  conveniences  of  .1  Hospital, 

"  Secondly,  thai  no  person,  having  the  small  pox,  itch,  or  other 
infection*  dintcmpcrs,  shall  be  admitted,  uolil  there  arc  proper  apart- 
ments prepared  for  the  reception  of  such  as  arc  afflicted  with  those 
diseases:  and  if  any  such  persons  should  te  inadvertently  admitced, 
they  shall  forthwith  be  discharged. 

"Thirdly,  That  women  having  young  children  nhall  not  be  re- 
ceived, unless  their  children  are  taken  care  of  elsewhere,  that  the 
Hospital  may  not  he  burthened  with  the  maintenance  of  such 
children,  nor  the  p.iticnts  disturbed  with  their  noise. 

"Fourthly,  That  aSl  persons  desirous  of  being  admitted  into  the 
Hospital  (not  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia)  must,  before  they  leave 
their  abode,  have  their  cases  drawn  up  in  a  plain  manner,  and 
sent  to  the  manasers,  together  with  a  certificate  from  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township 
in  which  ihey  reside,  that  they  have  gained  a  residence  in  such 
township,  and  are  unable  to  pay  for  medicines  and  attendance,  to 
which  an  answer  shall  .«predily  he  returned,  informing  them  whether 
and  when  they  may  be  admitted.  AH  persons  employed  in  dniwing 
U|i  their  cases,  are  desired  to  be  particular  in  enumerating  the 
symptomSi  and  tn  mention  the  patient's  age;  sex,  and  place  of 
abode,  with  the  distance  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

"  Fifthly,  That  all  persons  who  have  thus  obtained   a  letter  of 


*  Some  .Account  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital :  from  its  First 
Rise  In  the  Beginning  of  the  Fiftli  Month,  called  May,  1754.  Phila- 
dclphia,  1817. 
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license  to  be  reccivci]  into  the  Hospital,  muat  be  there  at  the  time 
meationed  for  their  reception,  and  bring  with  them  that  letter,  and 
must  likewise  deposit  in  the  hands  □£  ilie  treasurer  so  iiiudi  money, 
or  give  such  .security  as  shall  be  mentioned  in  their  respective 
letters  of  license,  to  indemnify  the  (lospital  cither  from  the  expense 
of  burial,  in  caie  lliey  die,  or  to  defray  the  expcn.se  of  carrying 
them  back  to  their  place  of  abode,  and  that  they  may  not  become 
a  chartce  to  the  city. 

"  Sixthly,  I(  several  persons,  not  excluded  by  the  preceding 
exceptions  be  received,  without  exceeding  the  number  allowed  by 
the  niauagers  to  be  entertained  at  one  tirac  in  the  Hospital,  the 
preference  will  be  given,  when  the  cases  arc  equally  urgent,  first 
to  such  as  are  recommended  by  one  or  more  of  ttic  contributors, 
members  of  this  corporation,  residing  in  the  township  to  which 
the  poor  pcrson.s  belong;  secondly  to  those  who  stand  first  in  the 
li<it  of  applications;  but  if  some  cases  are  urgent,  and  others  can 
admit  of  delay,  those  with  the  most  urgent  symptoms  shall  be 
preferred. 

"  Seventhly,  Noiwitltstandins  such  letters  of  license,  tf  it  sliall 
appear  by  a  personal  examination  of  any  of  the  patients,  thai  their 
cases  are  misrepresented,  and  that  they  ar«  improper  subjects  of 
Ihe  Ho.spita1,  the  managers  shall  have  the  power  of  refusing  them 
admission. 

"Eighthly.  That  at  least  one  bed  shall  be  provided  for  accidents 
that  require  immediate  relief. 

"  Ninthly,  That  if  there  shall  be  room  in  the  Hospital  to  spare, 
after  as  many  poor  patients  are  accommodated  as  Ihe  interest  of 
the  capital  stock  can  support,  the  managers  shall  have  the  liberty 
of  taking  in  other  patients,  at  such  reasonable  rates  as  ihcy  can 
agree  for:  and  the  profals  arising  from  boarding  and  nursing  such 
patients,  shall  be  npnro))riaIed  to  the  same  uses  as  the  interest-money 
of  the  piiblick  stock.  Provided  that  no  such  person,  under  pre- 
tence of  coming  to  board  in  the  Hospital,  shall  be  admitted,  unless, 
on  the  first  application  made  on  his  behalf,  a  certificate  be  pro- 
duced from  the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  town- 
ship in  which  he  lives,  of  his  having  gained  a  residence  in  tlie 
said  township;  and  unless  suflicicnl  security  be  given  to  the  man- 
agers to  indemnify  the  city  and  Hospital  from  all  cltarges  and 
expenses  whatsoever,  occasioned  by  his  renaoving  hither 

"Tenlhly.  That  iho^e  who  arc  taken  into  the  Hospital  at  a  pri- 
vate expense,  may  employ  any  physician  or  surgeons  they  desire. 

"Eleventhly.  That  all  persons  who  have  been  admitted  into  the 
Hospital,  shall  be  discharged  as  soon  as  they  are  cured,  or.  after 
a  reasonable  time  of  trial,  are  judged  incurable. 
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^B  "  Twelfthly,  That  all  persons  when  cured,  iifca  a  certificate  of 

^1  their  particular  cases,  and  of  the  benefit  they  have  received  in  this 

^1  Hospital,  to  be  either  published  or   otherwise  disposed  of,  as  the 

^B  managers  may  think  proper. 

^^  "  Thirlcenthly,  That  no  patient  go  out  of  the  Hospital  without 

^1  leave  from  one  of  the  physicians  or  suriceons,  Tirst  signified  to  the 

^m  matron,    That  they  do  not  swear,  curse,  get  drunk,  behave  rudely 

or  indecently,  on  pain  of  expulsion  after  the  first  admonition. 

"  Fourtccnthly,  That  no  patient  presume  to  play  at  cards,  dice, 
or  any  other  game  within  the  Hospital,  or  to  beg  any  where  in  the 
city  of  Phitadclphia,  on  pain  of  being  discharged  for  irregularity. 

"  Fifieeiilhly,  That  such  patients  as  are  able,  shall  assist  in  nursing 
others,  washing  and  ironing  the  linen,  wnnhing  and  cleaning  the 
rooms,  and  sii(!h  olher  services  as  tlic  matron  shall  require^ 
"The  foregoing  rule*  were 
agreed  to  by  a  board  of  managers  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital,  the  twenty-third 
day  of  the  first  month  (January)  17$' 

"  Benjauik  Frankun,  Clerk 

"  We  do  approve  the  foregoing  rules 
"  WauAM  Allen,  Chief  Justice 
Isaac  Noricis.  Speaker  of  the  Asf.emhly. 
Temch  Francts,  Attorney-General." 


On  October  23,  1751,  "Dr.  Lloyd  Zachary  and  Drs. 
Thomas  and  Phincas  Bond  signifiiKl  their  willingness  to 
give  their  attendance  Gratis  in  taking  care  of  the  sick 
as  Physicians  and  Surgeons  for  the  First  three  years." 
The  board  accepted  their  offer,  and  resolved  tf>  request 
'■  Drs.  Graeine,  Cadwalader,  Moore,  and  Redman  to 
assist  in  consultations  on  extraordinary  cases."  At  the 
same  meeting  Morton  tells  us  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted,  but  he  thinks  was  never  carried  into  effect; 

"Resolved,  Thai  the  Physicians  of  the  Hospital,  or  such  Practi- 
tioners as  are  to  perform  Operations  shall  first  give  demonstration 
of  their  Skill  and  AWlities  in  Anatomy,  Operations,  Dre.ssings,  and 
Bandaging  before  the  Managers  and  such  others  as  the  Managers 
may  think  fit  to  join  with  themselves  to  assist  in  judging  of  the 
performance  of  such  Practitioners.  That  thia  resolve  be  recom- 
RKoded  to  the  firit  General  Meeting  of  the  Contributors  to  be 
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passed  into  a  law  as  a  matter  of  the  highest  conwr^Hcncc  (or  Ihc 
safety  of  the  Poor  Patients  aod  the  Reputation  of  tl>e  Hoiipiul." 

The  following  regulations,  however,  were  adopted,  and 
apparently  faithfully  obser\'ed: 

"  Rnlcs  to  be  observed  in  the  choke  of  the  PhjsiciaRs  and  Sut^ 
Reons  of  the  Pennsylvatiia  Hospital,  to  limit  and  appoint  their 
number,  authority  and  duty,  and  to  raise  a  Fund  for  supplying 
the  said  Hospital  with  Medicines. 

"  Intpriitii»,  The  managers  of  the  said  Hospital  shall,  within  tea 
days  after  the  first  meeting  in  the  month  called  May,  yearly,  choow 
six  practitioners  in  physick  and  surser^i  to  visit  and  take  care  of 
the  patients  in  the  satd  Hospital,  and  the  other  practitioners  (who 
arc  at  thiii  lime  members  of  this  corporation)  shall  have  the  privi- 
lege of  attending  and  observing  the  practice  of  those  chosen  for  the 
service  of  the  year. 

"  Secondly,  the  practitioners  chosen  shall  give  their  attendance  at 
such  times,  and  in  such  manner,  and  be  classed  with  each  other, 
as  shall  be  concluded  and  agreed  upon  hj  the  managers  and  practi- 
tioners. 

"  Thirdly,  Upon  extraordinary  case>,  the  practitioners  in  attend- 
ance shall  call  in  two  or  more  of  the  pracciticHters  chosen  for  the 
service  of  the  year,  to  consult  with  thetn. 

"  Fourthly.  In  all  nuch  cases,  which  will  admit  of  time  (or  de- 
liberation, all  the  six  practitioners,  chosen  for  the  service  of  the 
year,  shall  have  timeJy  notice  thereof. 

"Fifthly.  If  any  practitioner  be  removed  by  the  managers  for 
neglect  of  duty,  or  any  other  cause,  or  shall  die.  in  that  case  the 
managers  shall  choose  another  practitioner  (who  is  a  member  of  this 
corporation)  to  supply  hiit  place. 

"Sixthly,  Each  apprentice  or  other  student  the  practitioner* 
shall  introduce  to  see  the  practice  of  the  Hospital,  shall  pay  one 
English  guinea,  or  thirty-four  shillings,  current  money,  per  year,  to 
be  laid  out  in  medicines,  or  such  other  manner  as  the  managers 
think  most  proper. 

"  Seventhly,  No  practitioner,  durins  the  term  for  which  he  is 
chosen  to  serve  the  Hospital,  shall  act  as  a  manager. 

"  Eighthly.  The  practitioners  shall  Veep  a  fair  account  fin  a 
book  provided  for  that  purpose)  of  the  several  patients  under  their 
care,  of  Ihe  disorder*  they  labour  under,  and  shall  enter  in  the  said 
book  the  recipes  or  prescriptions  they  make  for  each  of  them. 

Ninthly,  No  person  shall  be  received  hereafter  as  a  candidate  to 
be  employed  in  the  said  Hospital,  as  a  physician  or  surgeon  until 
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!«  be  a  member  of  this  corporation,  and  of  the  age  of  twenty  sev«n 
years,  hath  served  a  regular  apprenticeship  in  this  city  or  suburbs, 
hath  <itudicd  physick  nr  surgery  seven  yenrs  or  more,  and  hath 
tindergonc  an  examination  of  six  of  the  practitioners  of  the  Hospital, 
in  Ihc  presence  of  the  manaKer%,  and  is  approved  of  by  them;  ;iiid 
with  respect  to  sirangrcrs.  they  shall  have  resided  three  j-ears  or 
more  In  this  city,  and  shall  be  examined  and  approved  of  in  the 
manner,  and  under  the  restrictions  aforesaid. 

"Tenthly,  These  rules  shall  continue  in  force  two  years,  and 
from  thence  lo  the  lime  of  tlic  next  Reneral  meeting  of  the  con- 
tributors, and  no  lonKcr. 

"  The  foresoins  rules  were  a.irreeed  to  at 

a  general  meeting  of  the  contribotors 

to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  the  sixth 

day  of  April,  1752,  and  three  times 

read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  ; 

and  at  a  meettnn  of  the 

contributors  on  the  thirteenth  day 

of  April,  1752,  were  again  read, 

and.  by  their  order,  signed  by 

"JosHi-'A  Crosby,  President 

*'  We  do  approve  of  these  rules 

"  WtLLiAM  Allem,  Chief  Justice. 
Isaac  Norris,  Speaker  of  the  Assembly 
Tench  Francis.  Attorney  General" 

On  February  10,  1752,  four  days  after  the  insertion 
of  the  advertisement  in  the  Gazette,  that  the  Hospital  was 
it]  cotiditioti  lo  receive  patients,  a  meeting"  of  the  Man- 
agers and  the  attending-  and  consulting  physicians  and 
surgeons  was  held  to  consider  the  first  application  for 
admission  to  the  wards.  The  first  patient  admitted  was 
Margaret  Sherlock,  and  she  was  likewise  the  first  patient 
discharged  trurcd. 

The  Managers  provided  the  Hospital  with  large  and 
small  spinning-wheels,  two  pairs  of  cards,  and  some  wool 
and  flax,  "  to  employ  such  Persons  as  may  be  capable  of 
using  the  same." 

Franklin  and  Dr.  Thomas  Bond  drew  up  a  suitable 
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design  for  a  seal  for  the  Hospital.  The  same  desi^ 
is  in  nse  at  the  present  day,  but  the  original  seal  was 
destroyed  in  1S33  and  the  one  now  used  substituted 
for  it 

In  1754  the  Hospital  published  "Some  Account  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospital;  from  its  First  Rise  to  the 
Begfinning  of  the  Fifth  Month,  called  May,  1754,"  which 
was  written  by  Benjamin  Franklin. 

On  September  11,  1754,  the  Managers  purchased  a  lot 
between  Spruce  and  Pine,  Ninth  and  Eighth  Streets, 
being  the  entire  block  with  the  exception  of  about  one 
acre  on  the  Spruce  Street  side,  which  belonged  to  the 
Penns.  The  price  paid  was  five  hundred  pounds,  and  a 
few  years  later  the  Penns  donated  to  them  the  portion 
of  tlie  block  which  was  their  property,  and  the  Managers 
thus  acquired  title  to  the  site  occupied  by  the  Hospital 
to  the  present  day. 

The  Managers  then  proceeded  to  consider  plans  for  the 
erection  of  a  permanent  hospital  building,  and  in  1755 
the  work  was  begun.  It  was  decided  to  erect  an  east 
wing  first,  and  to  have  plans  so  drawn  that  the  centre 
building  and  west  wing  could  be  added  at  a  later  period. 

The  comer-stone  was  laid  on  May  28.  1755,  with  much 
ceremony.  The  Managers  and  tlieir  invited  guests  as- 
sembled at  the  building  then  being  used  for  hospital  pur- 
poses at  Seventli  and  High  (now  Market)  Streets  and 
marched  in  a  body  to  the  new  grounds.  Among  those 
present  was  Jolm  Key,  who  was  the  first  person  bom  in 
Pennsylvania  after  the  landing  of  William  Penn  in  1682. 
The  public  scliools  of  the  city  were  closed.  The  stone 
was  laid  with  Masonic  rites.  It  has  in  recent  years  been 
exposed,  and  can  now  be  seen  and  the  inscription  easily 
read.  This  inscription  was  written  by  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, and  is  as  follows : 
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tn  TBB  YKAK  OP  CHMftT 

MDCa-V 

CXORGC  THE   SECOND    llAI-I-ILV   REIGIfINC 

(for   HK  sought  TUK    riAI'l-INKSS   or    HIS   PKOrtC) 

paiLADELPHIA   rtOUHlSHING 

(PDR  Its  INIIABITANTS   WOtE  PUnuCK  SPIUTBD] 

THIS  9un.mNr. 

lY  THE  BOUWTV  or  THE  GOVERNMENT, 

ANI>  (IF   MAKV   PRIVATR  ['CKHON^ 

WAS  PIOUSLY  rOUNDEO 

FOR  THK  KELIKK  OF  THE   SICK   AND  MISERADLK; 

HAY    THE    ROD    OP    MS»aeS 

BLISS  TSE  DKDERTAKING 

In  this  year,  Joshua  Oosby  having  died,  Benjamin 
Franklin  was  chosen  President  of  the  Board  (jf  Managers. 

On  May  6,  1756,  the  Contributors  held  their  first  an- 
nual meeting  in  the  new  Hospital,  in  which  place  they 
have  been  held,  with  few  excei>tions  ever  since.  The  Man- 
agers met  for  organization  immediately  after  the  Con- 
U'ibutors'  roeeting,  and  adopted  the  following  rule: 

"  Resolved  to  meet  at  the  Hospital  on  the  last  Monday  in  every 
month  at  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  till  the  end  of  the  Month  called 
September,  and  at  3  o'clock  during  the  remainder  of  llic  year;  each 
member  is  to  pay  3».  6d.  for  Total  absence  and  one  shillitig  for  uot 
coming  on  time,  and  for  each  hour's  absence  after  the  fixed  time  s\x 
pence  per  hour,  all  of  which  fines  to  he  disposed  of  as  the  majority 
may  direct;  the  Town  Ctoctc  or  when  thai  doe*  not  strike,  the 
waicl)  of  the  oldest  person  present  lo  be  the  standard  to  determine 
the  Lime." 


Dr.  Morton  reproduces  several  pages  from  the  account 
book  showing  the  indebtedness  in  fines  of  Thomas  Crosby 
and  Benjamin  Franklin  for  absence  or  tardiness  at  meet- 
ings subsequent  to  the  passage  of  this  resolution. 

On  December  17,  1756.  the  patients  in  the  High  Street 
building  were  all  brought  over  into  the  Hospital,  which 
was  then  ready  for  such  occtipancy.  The  centre  build- 
ing and  west  wing  of  the  Hospital  were  added  to  the  origi- 
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nal  ease  win^  in  aufeBrqnffU  ytzrs^  as  first  plannpL     T^ 
wot  wins  *^  fioobed  in  ty^ 

Dr.  Mortaa  points  oat  as  uutewMlhjr  the  special  rcfo-- 
CDce  m  an  the  petltiuu*  ior  the  fooodm^  of  tbe  Hos- 
pital, appeob  for  moo^  £or  it,  and  in  its  darter  aod 
hws,  to  tfae  tFTfltw^p*  of  the  insanr.     Many  of  the  p». 
tients  in  the  fint  boik&i^  oa  Hi^  Street  were  ^•"^^ttpa^^ 
and  when  tbe  Hospital  was  erected  special  provisiaa  was 
made  for  tixm.    Tbdr  apartments  were  oa  the  grooKl- 
floor  of  die  east  wii^  and  a  gallery  was  mode  in  whtcfa 
tbey  cook]  exercise  thonselTCL    In  the  temporary  hos- 
pital tbe  insane  had  had  their  quarters  in  ceHs  in  a  damp 
cellar,  without  any  heatii^f  or  ventilating  apparatus,  so 
that  tbe  change  was  greatly  for  their  bcoefiL    But  even 
in  the  new  Hospital  there  was  one  annoyance  which  be- 
came so  great  that  it  had  to  be  stopped.    The  Hospitai 
stood  in  an  open  lot,  without  fence  or  wall,  and  conse- 
quently people  used  to  gather  at  the  windows  of  the 
patients'  cells  and  stare  at  them  and  sometimes  tease  them. 
On  April  8,  1760,  it  was  resolved, — 

"That  a  suitable  Palliade  Fence,  either  of  Iron,  or  Wood,  the 
Iron  being  prefcTT'd,  should  be  erected  in  Order  to  prevent  the 
Disturbance  which  ii  given  to  the  Lunatics  conlin'd  in  the  Cells  by 
the  grat  Numbers  of  people  who  frequently  resort  and  coortnc 
Trith  them.  It  was  atso  agreed  to  hire  Two  Constables,  or  other 
proper  Persons  to  attend  at  such  Times  as  are  nccessar;  to  prevent 
this  Inconvenience  utitill  ye  Fence  is  erected." 

The  fence  was  built,  but  the  anno)*ance  caused  by  peo- 
ple who  wished  to  see  the  insane  continued,  for,  on  May 
ID,  1762,  Morton  says,  it  was  noted, — 

"  The  great  crowds  that  invade  the  Hospital  give  trouble  and 
create  so  much  disturbance,  that  Samuel  Rhoades  and  Jacob  Levis 
are  directed  to  employ  a  workman  to  make  a  suitable  hatch  door 
and  get  an   inscription   thereon   notifying  that   such   'persons  who 
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come  out  of  curiosity  to  visit  the  houie  should  pay  a  aum  of  moiiey, 
A  Groat  at  least,  for  admittance.' " 

Again,  on  April  27,  1767,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
take  up  this  subject : 

"  Orders  were  re<:eived  ihal  the  Hatch  door  be  kept  carefully  shut 
and  that  no  Pcri^on  be  aclinitccd  into  the  House  without  paying 
the  gratuity  of  Four  Pence  formerly  agreed  upon,  and  that  care 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  Throng  of  people  who  are  led  by  Curiosity 
to  frequent  the  House  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  to  the  great 
diiAurbance  of  the  Patients." 

Morton  gives  several  extracts  from  the  minutes  at 
various  times  subsequent  to  this  bearing  upon  tlic  same 
point.  In  1791  the  physicians  represented  to  the  Man- 
agers the  g;reat  injury  resulting  to  the  insane  patients 
from  the  many  visitors  allowed  to  enter  their  apartments, 
and  as  a  result  the  Managers  resolved, — 

"That  no  Person  whatever  should  be  hereafter  allowed  to  enter 
the  Grounds,  or  Cells  inclosed  for  their  Accommodation,  unless 
introduced  or  allowed  by  oue  of  the  Manatiers,  Pliysiciaus  ur  by 
the  Steward,  to  which  resolution  the  Cell-Keeper  was  strictly  to 
Attend,  and  tu  keep  the  Gates  and  Wards  locked  in  future,  to  prevent 
all  Intruders  who  might  attempt  to  enter  therein,  without  such 
permission  being  first  obtained." 

I  have  copied  the  following  table  from  among  those 
for  a  number  of  years,  contained  in  "  Some  Account  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospital;  from  its  First  Rise  to  the 
Beginning  of  the  Fifth  Month,  called  May.  1754."  It 
is  interesting  as  illiJstrating  the  nature  uf  the  cases  ad- 
mitted and  the  terms  used  in  diagnosing  them.  It  will 
be  noticed  how  large  is  the  proportion  of  "  scorbutick" 
patients,  and  of  the  insane. 


The  above  table  is  for  the  time  between  the  27th  of 
April.  1754,  and  the  26th  of  April,  1755. 

Dr.  Morton's  History  contains  much  concerning  the 
nianagemeiit  of  the  insane  in  those  days  and  relates  some 
particular  cases  of  interest.  Stqihcn  Girard's  wife  was 
an  insane  patient  of  the  Hospital  for  some  years.  She 
was  admitted  December  31.  1790,  the  Hospital  to  receive 
from  Girard  twenty-five  shillings  a  week  for  her  care. 
Tiie  next  month  tlie  Managers  learning  that  slie  \vas 
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pregnant  asked  Girard  to  remove  her,  but  he  prevailed 
on  theni  to  let  her  remain.  On  March  28,  1791,  there 
is  the  following  minute : 

"  On  the  3rd  Insiant.  Mary  the  Wife  o(  Stcphoi  Girard  was 
delivered  by  Dr.  Hiiichinson  and  William  Gardner  of  a  child,  in 
the  presence  of  Edward  Cu(bu.<ih  and  others,  Mary,  which  on  the 
7lh  inHtimt  wa«  put  out  to  Ntirsc  with  John  Hatcher's  Wife,  at 
los  Per  W«k." 

The  child  died  on  Aujjust  26,  1791,  and  Morton  fur- 
nishes us  with  a  transcript  of  the  steward's  bill : 

"AuRUst  27th,  1791 
"  Mr.  Joseph  Ilenzcy  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Dr. 

To  Joseph  Dolby  for  ye  Burial  of  Mary  Girard's  Child 

To  Gownd  £a,    5.  0 

To  Minister's  Attendance  a    6.  o 

To  Clark's  do  o.    4.  6 

To  Bell  o.     5.  0 

To  Grave  0.    7.  6 

To  Invitations  a  lo.  o 


43-  18.    0 

Mrs.  Girard  died  in  the  Hospital  on  September  13, 
1815,  and  was  buried  in  the  grounds  of  the  institution. 
Her  husband  gave  the  Hospital  two  thousand  dollars 
on  October  30,  1815,  and  in  his  will  left  it  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Morton  tells  the  story  of  one  Thomas  Perrine.  an  in- 
sane sailor,  who  was  admitted  in  March,  1765,  and  died 
in  1774.  At  first  he  was  confined  in  the  cells  on  the 
ground-floor,  but  be  was  a  very  tronblesome  patient  and 
filially  escaped  the  cell-keeper  and  made  his  way  to  the 
cupola  on  the  east  wing,  from  whence  it  was  impossible 
to  remove  him.  Finally  the  Managers  had  bedding  placed 
there  for  him,  and  he  remained  in  his  queer  refuge  all 
the  remaining  years  of  his  life,  finally  dying  in  it.  The 
record  says, — 
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"He  nevef  left  these  cnmped  quarters  for  any  purpose:  be 
was  also  noted  tor  his  long  nails,  matted  beard  and  hair  and  for 
his  intcnsibiliiT  to  cold,  since  be  never,  in  the  coldest  weatber  of 
nine  winters,  came  near  to  a  fira." 

There  was  a  toul  absence  of  method  in  the  admit- 
tance of  insane  patients.  Dr.  Morton,  whose  long  ex- 
perience as  a  member  of  the  Peimsylvania  State  Board 
of  Lunacy  has  rendered  him  an  acknowledged  authority 
on  all  matters  relating  to  the  commitment  of  the  insane 
to  asylums  or  hospitals,  informs  us  that  insane  patients 
were  committed  to  the  Hospital  by  a  few  words  scribbled 
on  any  kind  of  paper  that  might  be  at  hand,  without 
regard  to  any  regular  form,  and  sigfned  by  any  Manager 
or  physician  whose  signature  was  obtainable.  He  quotes 
several  such  commitments.  Slaves  were  frequently  com- 
mitted to  the  Hospital  by  their  masters,  the  latter  paying 
the  board;  thus; 

"July  30,  i;57.  Admitted  Cato,  a  black  slave,  on  iStli  in&L,  a 
Luoatick  belonging  to  Oswald  Pcd.  at  los.  Per  Week." 

On  March  y,  1752,  the  following  bill  was  presented 
against  the  Hospital ; 

"John  Cresson,  blacksmith,  against  ye  hospital,  I  pair  of  hand- 
culTs,  3  legg  locks,  2  large  rings  and  a  targe  staples,  5  links  and 
3  large  rings  and  2  swifcUs  for  legg  chains." 

Dr.  Morton  gives  copious  extracts  from  a  note-book 
kept  by  Samuel  Coates,  a  Manager  of  the  Hospital  from 
1785  to  1825,  in  which  he  records  his  observations  upon 
the  insane  patients  in  the  Hospital  and  numerous  anec- 
dotes concerning  them. 

I  shall  copy  but  one  of  them.  It  is  an  interesting  com- 
mentary on  the  manners  of  our  forefathers,  as  well  as 
a  sample  of  the  records  kept  by  the  worthy  old  Manager 
of  things  he  deemed  of  interest. 
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"  Polly— I  believe  it  is  forty  years  since  this  beautiful  Girl  first 
was  brought  to  ih«  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Her  insanity  was  attril>- 
ulcd  lo  (lisAiipuiiitnivnt  in   Ia'hc. 

"One  Night  She  was  chained  to  the  floor  and  lo  her  Ankle  in 
btd;  in  this  situation  witli  a  saw  or  a  file.  She  separated  the  link 
next  to  her  skin.  This  Secret  she  kept  to  herself,  and  cunlinued  in 
bed,  holding  in  bcr  hands  the  End  of  her  chains. 

"  In  the  morning  Dr.  Hutchinscn,  pftssing  her  Cell  door.  She 
called  to  him  &  requested  a  favour,  that  he  would  shut  the  Window, 
for  She  was  chilly.  The  Doctor  inimediaiely  mounted  a  chair  St 
drew  the  Sash  down;  but  turning  his  Back  instead  of  his  face 
lo  ihe  patient.  She  slyly  slipt  out  of  bed,  &,  before  he  could  dis- 
mount from  his  high  Station,  She  was  out.  &  bolting  bim  in,  escaped; 
iherc  he  was  delained  the  bent  part  of  an  hour,  calling  on  Dick, 
Tom  or  Harry,  any  one  he  cou'd  see  to  deliver  him  from  Prison, 

"The  hu«  and  Cry  for  Polly  was  soon  made;  at  length  she 
was  found,  wading  up  to  her  knees  in  Mud  ft  water,  thro"  the  mouth 
of  ihc  Culvert  or  common  Sewcr.  into  the  Dock,  nearly  oppoiite 
to  Jokhua  Gilpin's  house.  Where  She  first  entered  into  this  Sub- 
terraneous passage,  I  do  not  remember,  iho'  1  recollect  her  return- 
ing ill  high  G!e«  to  her  old  quarters,  Exulting  in  the  trick  she  had 
played  upon  the  doctor. 

"  The  apparently  mild  and  anractlve  Charms  of  this  beautiful 
Woman  were  apt  to  lure  young  &  old  into  long  &  familiar  Con- 
versation with  her.  She  was  often  treacherous,  tlio'  she  seemed  so 
AgreesLIe — The  following  is  an  Instance. 

"  One  day.  in  the  line  of  his  duty.  Dr.  Parke  paid  her  a  Visit — 
She  was  then  rather  High — The  Doctor  view'd  her  with  Interest 
&  continvicd  talking  with  her  some  time,  during  this  inlerview, 
which  seem'd  on  both  sides  agreeable,  I  have  no  Doubt  but  Polly 
was  preparing  to  finish;  for,  having  her  hand  in  her  pocket,  while 
he  was  speaking  to  her.  she  suddenly  thrusted  a  long  knife  at 
his  body  which  She  pulled  om  unobser^-ed  &  pierced  thro'  his  Coat 
and  Jackett;  and  entering  the  Wall,  it  drew  from  it  a  triangular 
plug  of  Mortar,  altout  an  inch  in  length  on  every  «idc  &  even 
scraped  the  very  brick,  leaving  the  marks  of  the  knife  upon  it  for 
tevcrall  years  till  the  Chasm  was  filled.  The  Doctor.  I  expect  will 
remember  this  freak,  which  cost  Polly  a  few  ounces  of  Blood. 

"  Many  Years  since,  I  was  walking  on  the  Commons  4  heard  a 
great  Noise.  Where  it  came  from  I  could  not  tell,  but  list'ning 
Attentively.  1  discovered  it  was  from  the  blue  honse,  and  directing 
my  course  there,  ]  found  it  lo  be  the  shouiitig  of  a  great  number  of 
people.  They  were  Assembled  lo  a  Bull  batting,  which  in  those 
days,  was  a  common  practice.    The  Animal  appeared  to  be  in  a 
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great  rage,  tbo'  much  exhausted  by  the  Dogs,  before  I  reached  the 
Scene  of  Action.  Soon  after  I  got  llicre,  a  Small  Ma&iiff  was  sett 
on,  which  he  threw  about  ten  feet  high,  &  he  fell  to  the  Ground 
with  his  upper  Jaw  broke  &  Every  tooth  Out. 

"A  »hi>rt  rett  was  nuw  again  given  to  the  Bull,  when  a  pre- 
tutnpiious  liltie  Man,  to  shew  what  he  could  do,  run  towards  the 
Animal,  but  Returned  faster  than  he  weiii.  for  the  creature  took 
him  under  his  breech  &  tossed  him  about  I3  feet  from  the  end  of 
the  Rope. 

"A  New  pack  of  dogs  being  procured  to  renew  the  fight,  every  Eye 
was  turned  to  the  Onset 

"At  this  moment,  Polly  seated  the  higb  fence,  thro'  the  Crack  of 
which  she  saw  the  battle  &  pitying  the  Bull,  She  pierced  unseen 
thro'  the  Grcle  &  ran  up  directly  to  ihc  Ring;  and  without  Shoes 
or  Stockings;  with  her  Bojom  all  open:  her  neck  bare  And  her 
beautiful  Ringlets  wildly  dangling  over  licr  Shoulders— her  other 
Cioathing  was  her  Shift  only  and  a  white  petty  ctwt;  so  that  she 
Appear'd  more  tike  a  Gboit  than  a  human  Creature.  When  she 
reached  the  Bull,  (tho*  previously  &  almost  immediately  before, 
he  wa*  in  a  Rage)  She  Acconted  him  thus — '  Poor  Bully!  have  they 
hurt  you  ?  they  shall  not  hurt  you  any  more,"  &  stroking  his  (ore- 
head  &  his  f:u'c  She  repeated  '  lliey  nhall  not.  They  tthall  not  hurt 
thee.'  This  was  indeed  Wonderful;  but  the  Animal's  behavior  was 
not  less  so,  for  he  no  Sooner  saw  her  approaching  him.  than  he 
dropt  his  Head  &  became  Mild  tt  gentle.  As  tho'  he  knew  She  was 
sent  to  deliver  him. 

"The  whole  Concourse  of  Spectators  saw  it,  and  were  Struck 
with  Astonishment — not  one  of  whom  dared  to  enter  into  the  Ring 
to  save  her:  but  stood  trembling  for  Polly'a  Life,  afraid  to  stir 
a  Step  and  even  to  follow  her  on  the  Return,  thro'  the  Midst  of  the 
dumb  Strwck  Company,  like  an  Arrow  from  the  Bow,  Over  the 
high  fence  again  to  the  Hospital  from  which  She  eloped." 


Benjamin  Ru.sh  not  only  manifested  the  most  active 
zeal  in  the  perforitiance  of  his  medical  duties  to  the  Hos- 
pital, biit  Ills  benevolence  led  him  to  e.xert  himself  for 
the  amelioration  of  the  condition  nf  the  insane,  and  ihere 
are  interesting  records  left  of  what  he  did  in  ihJs  direc- 
tion. 

On  November  it,  1789,  he  wrote  to  the  Board  of 
Managers, — 
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"Gektlemen: — Under  the  conviction  ihat  tlic  jiaticnu  afflicteil 
by  Madness,  should  he  the  first  objects  of  the  cire  o(  a  physician  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospita],  I  have  attempted  to  relieve  them,  but 
I  am  Sorry  to  add  thai  tny  attempts  which  al  first  promised  some 
Improve  men  I  were  soon  afterwards  rendered  Abortive  by  the  Cells 
ol  the  Hospital. 

"These  apartments  are  damp  in  Winter  &  too  warm  in  Summer. 
They  are  moreover  so  constituted,  as  not  to  admit  readily  of  a 
chatif^c  of  air;  hence  the  »ncll  of  them  is  both  offensive  and 
unwholesome. 

"  Few  patients  have  ever  been  conlined  in  these  Cells  who  have 
not  been  affected  by  a  cold  in  two  or  three  weeks  after  their  con- 
finement, and  several  have  died  of  Consumption  in  consequence  of 
this  cold. 

"  These  facts  beinfj  clearly  establiiihcd,  I  conceive  that  the  appro- 
priating of  these  Cells  any  longer  for  the  reception  of  mad  people 
will  be  dishonourable  both  to  the  Science  and  Humanity  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia. 

"  Should  more  wholesome  apartments  be  provided  for  them,  it 
is  more  than  probable  that  many  of  them  might  be  Relieved  by  the 
utt  of  remedicK  which  have  lately  been  discovered  to  be  efTecCual 
in  their  disorder. 

"  With  BTcat  respect  I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  friend  and  humble 
servant 

"Bknjamiw  Rush" 


It  does  not  seem  that  anything  was  done  In  direct  re- 
sponse to  this  request. 

In  1798.  Rush  once  more  wrote  to  the  Board  of  Man- 
as:crs  on  the  betterment  of  the  condition  of  the  lunatics 
in  their  care : 

"April  30th,  1798 

"  Mr.  Coale*  will  please  to  recoiled  the  following  Propositions 
lo  be  laid  before  the  Managers  for  the  benefit  of  the  Asylum  for 
Mad  people,  vii;  IM.  Two  Warm  and  two  cold  Bath  roomi  in  the 
lowe&t  lloor — all  to  be  Connected;  also  a  pump  in  the  Area  to 
supply  the  Baths  with  Water. 

"2nd.  Certain  Kniploynicnts  to  be  devised  for  such  of  the  de- 
ranged people  as  are  Capable  of  Working,  spinning,  sewing,  chum* 
ing.  &c.  might  be  contrived  for  the  women:  Turning  a  Wheel,  par- 
ticularly grinding  Indian  Com  in  a  Hand  Mill,  for  food  for  the 
Horse  or  Cows  of  the  Hospital,  cutting  Straw,  weaving,  digging  in 
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the  Garden,  sawing  or  planing  boirda.  &c.  &c.  would  be  Useful  for 
the  Mca. 

"Bemj.  Rdsh." 

I  cannot  refrain  from  giving  in  full,  from  Morton's 
History,  an  important  memorial  addressed  by  Rush  to 
the  Managers  in  iSio  on  the  same  subject.  It  is  so 
full  of  personal  interest,  and  has  such  an  important 
bearing  on  the  history  oi  the  treatment  of  the  insane  in 
the  first  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century,  that  I  think 
it  justly  merits  reproduction. 


"GeNTLEMRN : — When  our  late  illustrious  fellow  Citizen,  Dr. 
Franklin  walked  out  from  his  house  to  lay  the  foundalion  stone 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  he  wa»  accompanied  by  the  late  Dr. 
Bond  and  the  Managers  and  Physician-,  of  the  Hospital.  On  thtir 
way  Dr.  Bond  lamented  that  the  Ho<ipital  would  allure  strangers 
from  all  the  then  provinces  in  America.  Then  (said  Dr.  Franklin) 
our  iriHtitution  will  be  more  useful  ihan  we  intended  it  to  bfc-^ 
This  answer  has  been  verified  in  a  remarkable  oidnncr,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  relief  our  Hospital  has  afforded  to  persons  deprived 
of  tlieir  rca.son  from  nearly  all  the  States  in  the  Union.  As  great 
improvement?  have  taken  place  in  the  treatment  of  persons  in  that 
melancholy  siluation.  within  the  last  thirty  years,  I  beg  leave  to 
lay  an  account  of  them  before  you,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain  them,  from  the  hiMories  of  Asylums  for  mad  people  in  foreign 
countries,  as  well  as  from  my  own  experience  during  five  and 
twenty  years  attendance  upon  that  class  of  patients  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital- 

"  By  adopting  them,  we  may  extend  llie  usefulness  and  reputation 
of  the  hospitil.  and  thus  contribute  to  add  to  the  high  character 
our  city  has  long  Jti5tained  for  wise  and  benevolent  institutions. 

"The  improvements  which  t  wish  respectfully  to  submit  to  your 
consideration  are  as  follows: 

"  I.  That  small  and  solitary  buildings  be  erected  at  a  convenient 
distance  from  the  west  wing  of  the  hospital,  for  the  reccptioD  of 
patients  in  the  high  and  distracted  «ate  of  madness,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  injuries  done  by  the  noises  to  persons  in  the  recent, 
or  convalescent  slate  of  thai  disease,  and  to  patients  in  other 
diseases,  by  depriving  them  of  sleep,  or  by  inducing  distress  from 
sympathy  with  their  sufTermgi. 
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"a.  That  separBic  floors  be  apfiroprialed  for  each  of  the  sexes. 

"3.  That  certain  kinds  of  labour,  exercUe  and  amusement  be 
contrived  for  thciii,  which  shall  act  at  the  tame  titiie  upon  tiicir 
badicH  and  mimtls.  The  advantages  of  labour  have  been  evinced 
in  foreign  hospitals  as  well  as  our  own,  in  a  greater  number  oE 
recoveries  lakine  p\3.i:c,  among  that  class  o{  iieople  who  arc  era- 
ployed  in  the  ordinary  work  of  the  hosplial,  than  in  persons  elevated 
by  their  rank  in  hfc  above  the  obhgations  or  necessity  of  labour. 
Exercise  and  amui^emcntN  xhciuld  be  the  nuhiititutes  for  labour  in  such 
persons.  The  amusements  should  be  swinging,  seesaw,  riding  a 
hobby  horse,  or  in  what  arc  called  flying  Coaches,  playing  at  Chess 
and  checkers,  likening  (o  the  mu.iic  of  a  flute,  or  violin,  and  in 
making  short  excursions  into  the  Cily  or  Country.  Perhaps  kinds 
of  labor  might  be  discovered  for  every  claAS  of  niad  people,  of  nucIi 
3  nature  as  to  afford  a  small  addition  to  the  funds  of  the  hospital. 

"  4.  That  an  intelligent  man  and  wotnan  be  employed  to  aitend  the 
different  sexes,  whose  business  shall  be  to  direct  and  share  in  their 
amusements  and  to  divert  their  minds  by  conversation,  reading,  and 
obliging  them  to  read  and  write  upon  subjects  suggested  from 
time  111  time  by  ihc  attending  physician.  While  wc  admit  Madness 
to  be  seated  in  the  mind,  by  a  strange  obliquity  of  conduct,  we 
attctnpt  to  cure  it  only  by  corporeal  remedies — Tlie  disease  affects 
both  the  body  and  mind,  anrl  cm  be  cured  only  by  remedies  applied 
to  each  of  ihem. 

"  5.  That  no  visitors  be  permitted  to  converse  with  or  even  lo 
see  the  mad  people  (the  Managers  and  officers  of  the  Hospital 
excepted),  without  an  order  from  the  attending  physician  unless 
he  depute  thai  power  to  one  of  the  resident  Apothccariti.  Many 
evils  arise  from  an  indiscriminate  intercourse  of  mad  people  with 
visitors,  whether  members  of  their  own  families,  or  strangers.  They 
often  complain  to  them  of  Ihc  Managers,  officers  and  physicians  of 
the  hospital,  and  nl  times,  in  so  rational  .1  manner  as  to  induce  a 
belief  that  their  tales  of  injustice  and  oppression  are  true. 

"  Madness  moreover  which  might  have  been  concealed  in  indi- 
viduals and  in  families,  is  thereby  made  public.  Nor  is  this  alL 
The  anticipation  of  being  exposed  as  a  spectacle  to  idle  and  some- 
times to  impertinent  visitors  is  the  chief  rea.ton  why  our  hospital 
is  often  the  last,  instead  of  the  first  retreat  of  persons  affected  by 
Madness.  I  would  rather  die  (%Mt\  a  yaunff  gentleman  of  respect- 
able connections  in  our  City,  a  few  years  ago,  who  felt  the  pre- 
monitory signs  of  th.-]t  disease)  than  to  be  gazed  at  and  pitied,  in 
the  cell  of  a  hospital.  To  prevent  this  poignant  cvill  he  discharged 
a  mtts{]uet  hall  thro*  his  head,  a  few  dajfs  afterwards. 

"6.  That  a  number  of  feather  beds  and  hair  mattresses,  with  an 
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n  cteir  ht  prandsd  ior  tfac  nc  of  ite  alb  of  ■■  Aem  «te 
f^  a  ttcnl  price  ior  tbar  buarC  aod  «heae  (ndr  of  aadaeu  U 
Mdi  a*  aoc  to  '■■^■■|p'  asr  mjnty  bciag  dooc  to  tboK  utkies. 

'7-  l^at  each  of  (be  cdb  W  provided  widi  a  dcMC  Stool  with 
■  pas  hdi  filled  widi  wMb.  m  order  to  tAstmh  the  fcetor  Ctdb 
ifcdr  cfatMlioafc  The  iartaior  ot  this  dcficMc  aad  WahhM  coa- 
tritaaee  (Dr.  Qarfc  of  S'ev  CuiJc.  m  Ea|laad)  dtMnia  atore  fres 
huttakf  md  Scicacg,  than  if  he  hid  divovcred  a  aew  plaacL 
Figare  to  yoawd^o.  Gcadcnea,  the  saffcrinv  (*f  pcauw*  m  a 
■naO  rooa  fraai  intaliaK  ibe  fcetor  of  tbdr  stoob  &ir  boors  ifier 
fber  hare  biai  ^betaitci  iato  a  Otaaihrr  Pot  I  Contrut  the  ififfer- 
eae*  of  thia  ■taaiion  with  that  ia  whidi  those  persons  passed  days 
aad  aigbu  of  nckncM  and  ooafinaneot  ia  their  own  hoiises! 

**BtM  oCher  aod  greater  evib  have  bdlosed  tbe  use  of  Chambef 
PotM  to  the  cell*  of  our  boipHsls.  A-  W.  Scarlc.  to  Salem.  Massa- 
cfaiuettA.  lost  bis  life,  in  1794.  io  coDseqiKOce  of  tbe  rngfuficatioa 
of  a  wotind  i^ioii  fais  buttodc  broogfal  on  br  one  of  ibem  farealdne 
muter  Um.  aod  there  it  pood  reawn  10  believe  thai  the  malicnant 
fever  of  which  George  Campbell  died  ia  tbe  month  of  August  last, 
wa«  indoced  by  hit  being  conttantlj  expotcd  to  the  cxhalxtiont  from 
Iba  faces  of  road  people,  in  cmptjtng  their  chamber  pois  and  dean- 
ioB  their  cells.  I  un  aware  that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  carry 
into  effect  all  tbe  mattera  guggcsted  in  ibis  letter,  in  the  Preaent 
Suic  of  the  funds  of  our  hospital,  but  the  comfort  of  tbe  mad 
people,  and  the  rcfutatioa  of  the  institution  are  inseparably  con- 
nected with  the  immediate  adopCtoa  of  Some  of  them.  There  is  a 
Crcat  pleasure  in  combatting  with  sueeeM  a  violent  bodily  disease, 
but  what  is  this  pleasure  compared  with  that  of  restoring  a  fellow 
creature  from  the  an^ish  and  folly  of  madness,  and  of  reviving 
within  him  the  knowledge  of  himself,  his  family,  his  friends  and  his 
God  I  But  where  this  cannot  be  done,  how  delightful  tbe  considcn- 
tloo  of  siupcnding  by  our  humanity,  their  mental  and  bodily  misery. 

"  Degraded  as  they  are  by  their  disease,  a  sense  of  corporeal 
pleasure,  of  joy,  of  gratitude  of  nrglcct,  and  of  injustice  is  seldom 
totally  obliterated  from  their  minds. 

"  I  shall  conclude  this  letter  by  an  appeal  to  several  members  of 
your  board  to  vouch  for  my  having  more  than  once  suggested  most 
of  the  above  means  fot  the  recovery  and  comfon  of  the  deranged 
perMMt  under  your  nre.  long  before  it  pleased  God  to  interest  me 
in  their  adoption  by  rendering  one  of  my  family  an  object  of  them. 

"I  am.  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect  and  esteem 

"Your  sincere  friend  and  Servant 

"  Benj.  Rush 

"  September  a4th.  iSia" 
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The  Board  of  Managers  took  prompt  action  on  this  let- 
ter, and  we  learn  from  Uie  report  of  its  committee  on  lliis 
matter  that  such  of  the  suggestions  of  Dr.  Rnsh  as  had 
not  already  been  adopted  would  be  at  once  carried  out. 

The  reference  to  an  affliction  in  his  own  family  in  Dr. 
Rush's  letter  concerned  a  relative  of  his  who  when  a 
lieutenant  in  the  imvy  liad  killed  a  fellow-ofTicer  in  a 
duel.  As  a  result  he  became  afflicted  with  melancholia. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Hospital  on  September  7,  i8to, 
and  hved  there  until  his  death  on  August  9,  1837.  Mor- 
ton says, — 

"  He  was  a  most  coDlirtacd  pcripalctk.  walking  the  floor,  to  and 
fro,  every  day  and  almost  all  day.  until  the  plunks  of  the  ward 
Booring  and  of  a  certain  place  upnn  the  board-walk  of  the  yard 
were  worn    into  deep  giitlcrs;    these   were  always  called   'Rush's 

Walk.' " 


In  Samuel  Coatcs's  note-book  is  a  story  concerning 
him ; 

"  The  Barber  on  combing  his  hair  pleasantly  remarked  to  him 
that  it  was  becoming  quite  Grey,  '  but  never  Mind  :'  added  lie,  '  Grey 
hairs  arc  honourable,  you  know.'  '  Yes."  replied  the  patient  em- 
phatically, ■  And  sometimes  Honour  makes  Grey  hairs."* 

In  Morton's  "  History"  there  is  a  figure  of  an  appa- 
ratus designed  by  Dr.  Rush  for  use  in  the  treatment  of 
insanity,  known  as  a  "  tranquilliser."  it  was  a  chair  with 
a  frame  made  to  hold  the  head  of  the  patient  in  a  fixed 
position.  In  this  chair  the  unfortunate  was  strapped  and 
retained  until  sufficiently  tranquillized.  He  also  devised 
a  machine  which  he  called  a  "  gT,Tator"  to  be  used  in 
"  torpid  madness."  It  was  supposed  to  cause  an  increased 
amotmt  of  blood  to  go  to  the  head  and  thence  produce  a 
good  effect. 

Insane  patients  continued  to  he  kept  in  the  Hospital  at 
Eighth  and  Spruce  Streets  until  1841,  when  the  Insane 
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Department  was  removed  to  the  place  it  coatinues  to 
occupy  in  West  Philadelphia. 

The  early  entries  regarding  patients,  their  admission, 
treatment,  etc.  are  in  many  instances  most  amusing.  I 
have  picked  out  a  few  from  the  many  Morton  takes  from 
the  records  of  the  Hosfntal.  Thus,  on  "  March  31,  1760, 
—Discharged  James  Romage  being  too  Ancient  to  hope 
Success  frum  tlie  Operation  he  returned  tlianks."  As 
Dr.  Morton  says,  this  entry  is  ambiguous.    On  May  28, 

1764,  there  was  admitted  "  Alexr.  Freeze  a  poor  Sailor 
with  Rose  Drop,  the  Matron's  Security."    January  28, 

1765,  the  records  arc  most  interesting,  for  on  that  day 
"  Peter  Foster  Cured  went  away  &  took  no  leave,"  *'  Ed- 
ward McCormick  Cros'd  in  Love  gave  a  note  to  pay 
when  able,"  and  Anna  Goetz  had  "  Histerick  Passions 
her  Son  John  Goetz  her  Security." 

The  Indian  frontier  of  colonial  days  was  not  so  far 
distant  from  Philadelphia  that  occasional  victims  of 
savage  warfare  did  not  find  their  way  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital.  On"  March 31, 1756,  Admitted  David  Howell, 
a  poor  Patient  from  Berks  County,  having  a  Gunshot 
wound  and  fractured  Bone  on  one  Arm  done  the  6th  inst. 
by  the  Enemy  Indians.  James  Biddle  of  said  County 
Security;"  and  on  October  3,  1764,  "Admitted  Mar- 
garet Sinclair,  a  poor  patient,  with  Disiness  in  the  Head 
having  been  much  abused  by  the  Indians." 

On  October  13,  1755,  "  Michael  Higgins  a  Soldier, 
was  admitted,  having  his  under  jaw  shot  oflf  in  the  late 
Engagement  under  General  Braddock."  There  were  also 
records  of  the  admission  of  a  number  of  soldiers  of  the 
provincial  forces  engaged  in  the  wars  between  the  French 
and  English  for  the  possession  of  the  colonies  in  North 
America. 

Several  Indians  were  received  as  patients,  and  Morton 
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f  gives  two  entries  concerning  Chinese  patients.  On  Octo- 
ber 26,  1762,  "  Admitted  a  Negro  Boy  of  John  Gilliland's 
with  Guinea  Worms  in  his  feet." 
The  objects  put  up  as  security  by  patients  were  some- 
times of  not  much  apparent  intrinsic  value.  On  October 
3,  1764,  "John  Bryan  a  poor  person  was  admitted  with 
large  ulcers,  a  pair  of  buckles  his  security,"  and  on  Sqi- 
tcjuber  28,  1785,  '*  a  poor  sailor  was  admitted  with  Rheu- 
matism, his  chest  of  cloathcs,  his  security." 

In  1755,  the  English  having  confiscated  the  lands  of 
the  French  settlers  in  Arcadia,  a  number  of  the  latter  were 
deported,  and  in  September  of  that  year  fourteen  hundred 
of  tlieni  were  landed  at  Philadelphia.  These  unfortunates 
were  quartered  in  huts  and  sheds  near  what  is  now  Sixth 
and  Pine  Streets.  Morton  quotes  front  the  minutes  for 
April  26,  1763,  the  following:  "Admitted  as  Out  Pa- 
tients Seven  French  Neutrals  accidentally  poisoned  by 
Eating  Poke  Root  which  they  had  mistaken  fur  Morse 
Raddish." 

The  Medical  Library  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  lias 
always  been  a  source  of  just  pride  to  (he  in«(itution. 
Morton  says  the  first  minute  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
relating  to  the  Library  is  found  on  July  27,  tjOi,  ai 
follows: 

"  WilGsB  Lcflaa  latdy  retonwd  tram  Landoa  mua4ei  i1m  Ba*f4 
vUh  «  Book  tatiOta  An  CxMaMiitsI  HMorr  of  tlw  Hatoffs 
Mcdica  b,  Vfm.  Uwia.  F.R.S.,'  iMOj  pMUhtA  to  Umdtm,  U^ 
a  prcMnt  to  lUs  Boapttil  br  Doc'r  JtMm  rtklm0^l  tor  ttm  8«bA 
of  the  Yoaiff  ScatoM  to  Phjnto  who  mmf  umuI  uuUf  ikw  Okte- 
tioD  of  tht  Phrtkkm*.  irMdi  U  lito«y  sn;i>m  by  Mm 
**  so  iiMiliiniiT  llailt  of  At  DoOor't  Ummtmt  tUgm^  to 
■■4  W«.UMifi 


Ti  is  tntercttinc  u>  9M  fh$  pmi  Umdon  pttyitdM 
taking  at  all  timu  sitdi  m  Mfhv  kilmm$  h  (1m  iMakt 


,-,4         Mil-:  msroKV  OF 

i>(  llii'  voHiiij  lliiH|ii(;tl  iuul  tUiing  f<o  muc 
Hull  III  Minlhiil  »v'iriK'c  in  America. 

I  111-  idiyiuidiK  ami  smxeinis  of  the  IT-'" 
ri  ItHul.ililr  /\'M  III  tin*  s;mu'  direction.    In  > 
lulihi'tKit-tl  ilic  lolUiwiii).;  iiroiK>sal  tn  the  Maiuif 

".\o  lliti  I  iiiliitii  t>l  iitti%t  of  ihi-  Hk>siulals  ill  ' 
Hikili    1111  It   tliiilinhri    lioiii    ltio<>i-    sluilviil>    who    ■■■' 
III   llit<   1lMa|iii,il   III   iliv    I'hviU'Uiis  Hiul   SiirKcona 
wt'  llititL  il  |Mi<|it'ilv  It'liniK^  III  u<>  u>  aitpropriate  die 
liMht   llii-iiic      Am)   \ti'   |iii>iitiM-  to  itpply   it  to  tbc 
Mi-iUt'<il  I  ilurtiv  III  I'lf  lli>M>>ul  wliich  vc  judge  wt)$ 
III  till-  Ailvitiilnuf  i>l  llii-   l*ii|iil>i  {b  Itir  Wmot  of  tbc  Irmt 

This  iini|MisaI  was  atvnUHt  to  by  the  Manaj 
the  fiiiuis  I'rntii  It  wrio  sulVK'it'Ut  to  furnish  the 
with  many  vithimcs.     .\hiny  gil'ts  iind  ilunations  of 
frum  various  smirvcs  wi'fc  rvct'ivnh  and  a  m 
legacies  of  Iumks  were  lett  to  the  Uuspital, 

In  April,  1774.  a  o>imnitti,T  of  the  Managers 
follows  to  William  Strahan.  the  IahuIoii  bookseller^  w| 
name  will  lonjj  survive  emhalmci.1  In  Boswell's 

"RESraiTKii  Khikmi, — TIic  MniiaR^-rs  nf  the  Pennsylvania 
pital  having  dcidiii-cl  \t\  u>  i>riiciire  soint-  l"in:i!cs  for  the  M( 
library,  a^   we  a|>i>n-)iriiil   thou  cniist   !ii!p[>]y  m   in   the  most 
vant^couK  Tcrnii  wt-  htrcwilli  Mctiil  tlice  a  List  of  them  desirii 
thee  to  |)r(;|ari7  ami  thiii  llinn  by  the  first  Vessel  coming:  to 
Port  that  they  may  be  brre  l«-fore  ihe  Winter.     This  we  are  vwy 
de!>irou!i    of    ah    the    yonuu    Stmlcnts    whm    from    the    ncigtiboriogi 
Provinces   attend    tbc    I^cliircs   of    the   sevcffll   professors   tci   oar] 
Medical  Schfml  may  then  have  the  benefit  of  rciuiinK  them  a  yeari^ 
sooner  than  they  ran  if  they  should  not  arrivt  (wfure  next  Springf 
for  the  Cfjst  of  tlieni  we  will  send  thee  a  linn:!)'  Remittance.    When 
any  new  TIrjoks  or   [Cssiivs  on  any  branch  of  Medicine  appear  we 
shall  \k  glad  to  have  rf>i.ic<.  of  such  of  them  sent  us  as  are  of  small 
Cost,  and  an  acr't  of  snrb  as  arc  more  costly  then  it  we  judge  them 
necessary  we  may  send  for  llieni." 

The  ahuvc  incntioned  hr»i)ks  arrived  in  Decemher. 
Later  the  Managers  retiuestcd  Dr.  Lettsom,  of  London, 
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to  purchase  and  forward  to  them  such  medical  books  as 
he  thought  il  desirable  the  Library  should  have. 

tn  1807  the  lijiig  room  on  the  second  floor  of  the 
Hospital  which  is  the  Library  was  ordered  fitted  up  for 
that  purpose.  It  was  used  to  contain  the  books  until 
1824.  when  the  books  were  removed  and  the  room  con- 
verted into  a  lying-in  ward.  In  1835  the  lying-in  ward 
was  removed  to  the  Picture  House  and  the  hooks  moved 
back  to  their  old  resting-place,  where  they  have  ever  since 
remained. 

Very  stringent  rules  were  made  and  enforced  as  re- 
garded the  use  of  the  hooks,  but  at  the  same  time  pro- 
vision was  made  that  the  Library  should  occupy  as  broad 
a  field  of  usefulness  as  possible. 

The  first  printed  catalogs  of  the  books  in  the  Hospital 
Library  was  published  in  1790.  A  second  catalogue  was 
rendered  necessary  in  1806  by  the  great  increase  in  the 
number  of  books.  Anotlier  was  issued  in  1829.  followed 
by  a  supplement  in  1837.  In  t857  a  Catalogue  Raisonne 
was  published,  followed  by  a  supplement  in  1883. 

The  Museum  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  may  he 
dated  from  1757.  when  Deborah  Morris  presented  to  it 
a  skeleton  to  be  used  for  teaching  purposes,  but  its  real 
history  begins  in  1762.  Morton  quotes  the  following 
record  of  a  meeting  of  the  Managers  held  on  November  8 
of  that  year : 

"  The  Board  bemg  calW  at  lh«  Request  o(  CkK^r  William  Sliip- 
peo  jun'r,  lately  arrived  from  London,  he  aUended  &  informed  the 
Board  thai.  P*r  the  'Carolina'  Captain  Frcind,  arc  arrived  from 
Doc'r  John  Kothcrgill,  Seven  Cit*c«  which  contain  a  parcel  of 
Anatomical  Drawings  which  the  Doctor  infgrm'd  him  when  in 
London,  he  intended  as  a  Present  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hoipital. 
IpoI  that  he  has  not  received  any  Letter  or  Invoice  of  them  nor 
any  further  directions  but  what  the  Doctor  verbally  gave  him  there 
&  that  he  conclude!  his  constant  Engagements  had  prevented  hi* 
Writing  Per  this  ship.     But  by  a  Letter  from  him  to  James  Pcm- 
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benon  dated  7th  4  mo.  Usi  he  therem  signifies  in  general  his  In- 
tentions oi  sending  this  Present  to  the  Hospital  &  The  Uses  be 
propoKM  thereby  of  wcfa  the  following  is  an  Abstract: 

"  *  t  distributed  the  Books  thou  wast  picas'd  to  send  me  ata 
desir'd  but  tfaey  came  perhaps  at  an  unlucky  Juncture,  Mooer  U 
much  wanted  here  for  numerous  Purposes  &  men  part  with  Fiftr 
Pounds  with  reluctance  when  they  know  that  a  little  more  wonld 
purchaiie  them  a  hundred,  the  Hospital  however  must  subsist  itself 
as  well  as  possible  till  better  times.  I  puri>ose  to  send  by  Doc'r 
Shippen  a  prewnt  to  it  of  some  intrinsic  value  tbo'  not  probably  of 
immediate  Benefit.  I  need  not  tell  thee  that  the  Knowledge  of 
Anatomy  is  of  exceeding  great  use  to  Practitioners  in  Phyuc  ft 
Surgery  &  that  the  means  of  procuring  Subjects  with  you  are  not 
easy,  some  pretty  accurate  anatomical  Drawings  about  half  aa  big 
as  Life  have  fallen  into  my  hands  Which  I  purpose  10  send  to 
your  Hospital  to  be  under  the  Care  of  the  Physicians  &  to  be  by 
some  of  them  explained  to  the  Students  or  Pttpils  who  may  ancnd 
the  Hospiul. 

" '  In  the  want  of  real  Subjects  these  will  have  their  Use  &  I  have 
recommended  it  to  Dr.  Shippen  to  give  a  Course  of  .\naComicaI 
Lectures  to  such  as  may  attend,  he  is  very  well  qualified  for  the 
subject  &  will  soon  be  followed  by  an  able  Assistant  Dr.  Morgan 
both  of  whom  I  apprehend  will  not  only  be  useful  to  the  Province 
in  their  Employments  but  if  suitably  countenanced  by  the  Legis- 
lature will  be  able  to  erect  a  School  for  Physic  amongst  you  that 
may  draw  many  Students  from  various  parts  of  America  &  the 
West  Indies  &  at  least  furnish  them  with  a  better  Idea  of  the  Rudi- 
ments of  their  Profe*iiion  than  Ihcy  have  at  present  the  Means  of 
acquiring  on  your  side  of  the  Water. 

'"Should  the  Managers  of  the  Hospital  think  proper  I  could 
wish  that  if  the  Drawing.^  &  Casts  I  shall  .<iend  P.  the  next  Con- 
voy come  safe  they  might  be  lodged  in  some  low  Apartment  of 
the  Hospital  not  to  be  seen  by  every  Person  but  with  the  Permis- 
sion of  a  Trustee  ft  for  some  small  Gratuity  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
House.  The  Drawings  are  in  Crayons  &  should  therefore  not  be 
kept  in  too  dry  a  place  nor  shakcd  aliout  too  much.' 

"And  Doctor  Shippen  proposing  to  exhibit  a  Course  of  Lectures 
on  Anatomy  this  Winter  requested  he  might  have  recourse  to  tlie 
said  Drawings  &  Casts  the  Managers  being  desirous  of  counte- 
nancing him  in  his  undertakina;  agree  he  may  have  (he  use  of  them 
in  such  manner  and  place  as  after  consulting  the  Physicians  may 
be  thought  most  convenient  &  least  prejudicial  to  the  Drawings 
as  they  require  to  be  handled  with  the  greatest  Delicacy  &  Care 
&  after  consulting  with  the  Physicians,  who  on  Notice  being  sent 
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them  adeoded  on  the  occasion  viz.  Thomas  Bond,  Phineas  Bond, 
William  Sbippen,  nenr.,  John  Redman,  Jt:  Cadwiillader  Evani,  to 
whom  the  proposal  of  Dr.  Shippcn  junr,  of  his  exhibiting  a  course 
of  Lecuires  &c-  beins  communicaied  ihey  unanimously  express'd  their 
spprubation  thereof  &  it  was  concluded  that  the  several  Cases  should 
he  cnnvcycrl  to  the  Hospital  8c  that  the  Physicians  &  Managers  would 
attend  there  tomorrow  at  3  o'clock  P.«.  to  view  the  Contents.'* 

Many  acquisitions  were  subsequently  made,  by  pur- 
chase, gift,  or  legacy.  In  August,  1799,  the  Managers 
made  an  agreement  with 

"  Wm  Stevens  Jacobs  to  board  in  the  house  durins  the  prevalence 
of  Vellow  fever  and  while  here  to  put  die. museum  in  good  order, 
to  pay  $4  per  week  for  his  board,  find  his  own  liquor,  and  not  to 
go  to  the  city  during  the  fever." 

In  1805  the  first  catalogue  of  the  Museum  was  pub- 
lished with  that  of  the  Library.  In  1824  the  entire  collec- 
tion was  presented  by  the  Board  of  Managers  to  tho 
trustees  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  with  the  idea 
that  its  nsefuhiess  would  thus  be  rendered  greater.  In 
1853  steps  were  taken  to  form  a  new  collection,  which 
rapidly  assumed  large  proportions.  A  curator  was  ap- 
pointed, the  first  to  hold  the  position  being  Dr.  Thomas 
G.  Morton,  the  subsequent  historian  of  the  Hospital.  In 
1869  the  University  returned  to  the  Hospital  as  objects 
of  historic  interest  the  drawings  and  casts  presented  to 
it  by  Dr.  Fothergill.  In  the  same  year  Dr.  VViUiam 
Pepper,  who  had  succeeded  Dr.  Morton  as  Curator,  com- 
piled a  descriptive  catalogue,  which  was  published  by  the 
Board  of  Managers. 

It  was  not  until  1803  that  a  maternity  ward  was  regu- 
larly opened  in  the  Hospital,  although  in  1793  the  Penn- 
sylvania Assembly  passed  an  Act  authorizing  the  Man- 
agers to  furnish  a  ward  for  the  reception  of  such  patients. 
Women  had  been  confined  in  the  Hospital  in  previous 
years,  but  this  had  occurred  through  the  accident  of  cir- 
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ciinistauccs.  We  have  seen  that  Mrs.  Giranl  was  tle- 
livcrcd  of  a  child  while  a  patient  of  the  Hospital.  The 
first  birth  recorded  in  the  Hospital  was  on  July  17,  1765, 
when  there  was  "  Bom  a  female  child  of  Martha  Robin- 
son a  poor  patient."  In  1854  the  lying-in  ward  was 
finally  closed  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  [luerperal 
fever  among  the  patients  in  it.  The  ward  had  been  first  in 
the  second  floor  of  the  east  wing  until  1817,  when  the 
Contributors'  room  was  ordered  by  the  managers  to  be 
used  for  tliat  purpose.  From  1824  to  1835  the  present 
Library  was  used  as  the  lying-in  ward.  In  1835  the  ward 
was  transformed  to  the  Picture  House,  where  it  remained 
until  finally  closed. 

For  some  years  subsequent  to  the  founding  of  the  Hos- 
pital no  especially  trained  a.ssistants  were  required  to 
attend  to  the  routine  wants  of  the  sick  in  it.  The  matron 
and  attendants  looked  after  all  the  matters  now  in  tlie 
hands  of  the  resident  staff  of  physicians  and  trained  nurses. 
It  was  customary  for  the  attending  physicians  and  sur- 
geons to  bring  with  them  their  apprentices,  as  their 
private  students  were  at  that  time,  and  they  would  ren- 
der the  necessary  assistance  to  their  masters  in  dressing 
cases,  etc.  In  1773  the  managers  began  the  custom  of 
taking  apprentices  to  live  in  the  Hospital.  These  were 
young  men  studying  medicine,  who  in  return  for  the 
instruction  afforded  them  during  their  term  in  the  Hos- 
pital rendered  service  as  dressers,  etc.,  in  the  wards. 
Morton  has  a  fac-simile  of  the  indenture  of  Thomas 
Boutler  to  "  learn  the  Art.  Trade  and  Mystery  of  an 
Apothecary."  The  apprentice  was  bound  to  serve  the 
Hospital  for  a  term  of  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
period  he  was  furnished  with  a  suit  of  clothes  and  an 
engrossed  certificate.  It  was  not  until  1824  that  it  was 
made  obligatory  on  residents  that  they  should  possess  the 
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degree  of  doctor  in  medicine  before  they  could  obtain  the 
position. 

Morton"  presents  us  with  the  following  account  of  a 
visit  lo  the  Hospital  made  in  the  year  1787: 

"  When  we  canic  lo  Uic  Hospital,  Dr.  Clarkioii  leEt  me.  and 
went  into  the  city  on  his  son's  horse.  Young  Mr.  Clarkson  con- 
ducted mc  into  the  Hospital.  Dr.  Rush  arrived  in  a  few  minutes 
2fitr.  This  building  h  in  the  (orm,  x»  you  A{>pro3ch  it  from  the 
city,  oi  in  inverted  X-  U  is  surrounded  with  a  high  wait,  and  has 
back  of  it  a  very  large  kitchen- marden.  The  duor  in  the  cenire 
opens  into  a  tnrgc  ball,  On  raoh  end  are  apartments  for  the  nurses, 
cooks,  etc.  We  ascended  the  stairway  out  o(  this  hall  into  another 
hall  in  the  tecond  stury,  at  one  end  of  which  is  a  large  room,  which 
contains  a  fine  medical  library,  where  the  Directors  were  sitting, 
and  a  smaller  room,  where  the  medicine  is  placed.  On  the  oppo- 
site end  arc  the  apartments  for  the  attending  Physicians.  The 
third  story  is  formed  in  the  same  manner.  On  one  side  of  this 
hall  is  the  MuKum,  where  there  is  a  collection  of  skeletons  and 
anatomies.  ...  It  is  alfo  (urnii^hed  with  a  nunilwr  of  preparation* 
and  preservations  relating  to  Physics  and  Surgery. 

"After  we  had  taken  s  view  of  the  Museum,  we  retunicd  to  the 
Upper  Hall,  where  several  Physicians  and  all  the  young  students 
in  Physic  in  the  City  were  wailing,  Dr.  Ri:»h  then  liegan  his  ex* 
aniination  of  the  sick  attended  by  these  gentlemen,  which  I  judged 
to  be  between  twenty  and  thirty.  We  entered  the  upper  chambers 
of  the  sick,  which  is  the  leg  of  the  X.  It  is  a  spacious  room,  finely 
ventilated  with  numerous  large  windows  on  both  sides.  There  were 
two  tiers  of  heds,  with  their  hcadii  towards  the  tvall»,  and  a  chair 
and  small  table  between  them.  The  room  was  exceedingly  clean 
and  nice,  the  beds  and  bedding  appeared  of  good  quality,  and  lh« 
most  profound  silence  and  order  were  preserved  upon  the  Doctor's 
entering  the  room.  There  were  only  women  and  about  forty  in 
number.  Dr.  Rush  makes  his  visits  with  a  great  deal  of  formality. 
He  i^  attended  hy  the  Physician  who  gives  him  an  account  of 
e^-crything  material  since  he  saw  them  last,  and  by  the  Apothecary 
of  Ihc  Hospital  who  minutes  his  Prescriplions.  In  every  case 
wonhy  of  notice,  he  addresses  the  young  Physicians,  points  out 
its  nature,  the  probable  tendency,  and  the  reason  for  the  mode  of 


'  Abstracted  from  ihc  Journal  of  Rev.  Manasseh  Cutler,  Phila- 
delphia. 1787.  vol.  i.  p.  253.  Memoirs  of  Matthew  Clarkson,  1735- 
1800.    Phil..  1890. 
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txcaonent  which  he  pursues.  On  this  occasion  the  Doctor  waa 
innicnlarly  attentive  and  cotnplaisut  to  mc,  and  seemed  to  consider 
me  as  a  Physician. 

"  From  this  room  we  went  to  ihe  next  bcluw  it.  which  is  in  evciy 
respect  similar.  It  is  appropriated  lo  the  men.  He  began,  as  before, 
on  one  side,  and  went  zruund  ilie  room.  Every  patient  is  od  his 
own  bed  or  chair.  Most  of  tlic  cases  were  chronic,  many  of  them 
swellings  and  ulcerations,  and  some  of  them  ver>-  sin^lar:  but  I 
hkvc  not  [iiDc  to  describe  them.  Their  dressings  were  all  ready  to 
be  taken  o&  and  exposed  to  view  the  instant  the  Doctor  came  to 
tlieni.  These  he  iniputed  to  their  drinkins  spirituous  liquors,  and 
did  not  fail  to  remind  them  of  it  He  told  me  the  greater  pro- 
portion of  his  cases  in  the  city  were  similar  cases,  and  originated 
from  the  same  cause.  There  were  between  forty  and  fifty  in  this 
room.  We  next  t4x>k  a.  view  of  the  Maniacs.  Their  cells  are  in 
the  lower  story  which  is  partly  undergroand.  These  cells  are  about 
ten  feel  square,  ntade  as  strong  as  a  prison.  On  the  back  part  is 
a  long  entry,  from  which  a  door  opens  into  each  of  them;  in  each 
door  is  a  hole  large  enough  to  give  them  food,  etc..  which  is  closed 
with  a  little  door  secured  with  strong  bolts.  On  the  opposite  side 
is  a  window,  and  lai^  iron  grates  within  to  prevent  their  breaking 
the  glass.  They  can  be  darkened  at  pleasure.  Here  were  both 
men  and  women,  between  twenty  and  thirty  In  number.  Some  of 
them  have  bed*;  most  of  them  elcan  straw.  Some  of  them  were 
extremely  fierce  and  raving,  nearly  or  quite  naked ;  some  <iinging 
and  dancing;  some  in  despair;  some  were  dumb  and  would  not 
open  their  mouths;  others  incessantly  talking.  It  was  carious  in- 
deed to  see  in  what  different  strains  their  distraction  ra^d.  This 
would  have  been  a  mclnncholy  scene  indeed,  had  it  not  been  that 
there  was  every  pos^iiMe  relief  afforded  them  in  the  power  of  man. 
Every  thing  about  them,  notwithstanding  the  labor  and  trouble  it 
must  have  required,  was  neat  and  clean.  Front  this  distressing 
view  of  what  human  nature  i»  linhle  to.  and  the  p1ea.<ting  evidence 
of  what  humanity  and  bcnt'N'olcrtcc  can  do.  we  returned  to  the 
room  where  the  Directors  were.  .  .  .  Such  is  the  elegance  of  the-*e 
building;,  Ihe  care  and  attention  to  the  sick,  the  spacious  and  clean 
apartments,  and  the  perfect  order  in  every  thing,  that  it  seemed 
more  like  a  palace  than  a  hospital,  and  one  would  almost  be  tempted 
to  be  sick,  if  they  could  be  so  well  provided  for." 


Anotlier  visitor  to  the  Pennsylvania  HospitaJ.  whose 
account  of  it  is  transcribed  by  Dr.  Morton,  was  M.  cle 
Warville.    He  saw  the  Hospital  in  1788,  and  wrote, — 


"^"fhrmandlvriVl 


IPront  Murtun'«  "  Hintun'  of  th«  Pen  m  viva  ma  Ho»pluJ."l 
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"  1  have  seen  the  bospjuls  of  France,  both  at  Paris  and  in  the 
provinces;  I  know  nunc  oi  Them  but  one  ai  Bcsan^un  Uut  c»n  be 
compared  to  this  at  Philadelphia.  Every  sick  and  every  poor  peffion 
}ias  his  bed  well  furnished,  but  without  curtains,  as  it  should  be. 
Every  room  is  lighted  by  windows  placed  oppuiite,  which  introdueei 
plenty  of  light. 

"  Biacks  arc  here  mingled  with  the  whites  and  lodged  in  the 
same  nparlmcnls.  This  to  me  seemed  a  balm  lo  iny  soul.  1  saw  a 
negro  woman  spinning  with  activity  by  Uic  side  of  her  bed.  She 
jiccijied  to  expect  a  word  of  consolation  from  ihe  director;  »he 
obtained  il,  and  it  seemed  to  be  heaven  to  her  to  hear  it.  On  our 
return  from  the  hospital  we  drank  a  buttle  of  cider.  Contpare  this 
frugal  repast  to  the  sumptuous  feasts  given  by  the  superintendents 
of  the  poor  of  London — ^by  those  humane  inspectors  who  assemble 
to  consult  on  making  repairs  to  the  amount  of  six  shillings  and 
order  a  dinner  for  six  guineas!  You  never  find  among  the  Quakers 
these  robberies  u[)on  indigence,  the>e  infamous  treasons  against 
Ijcncficcnce.  Bless  them  ye  rich  and  poor;  ye  rich,  because  their 
fidelity  and  prudence  economize  your  money;  ye  poor,  because  their 
humanity  watches  over  you  without  ceasing. 

"  The  hospital  is  fine,  elegant  and  well  kept.  I  observed  the 
bust  of  Franklin  in  the  library  and  was  told  this  honor  was  rendered 
lo  him  as  one  of  the  principal  founders  of  the  institution,  Eadi 
one  of  the  lunaticK  (about  fifteen)  ha*  a  cell,  with  a  bed,  a  table  and 
a  convenient  window  fitted  with  grates.  Stoves  are  fixed  in  the 
waits  to  warm  the  cells  in  winter.  Tliere  were  no  male  persons 
among  them.  Most  of  the  pnticnis  arc  victims  of  religious  melan- 
choly or  disappointed  love.  I>r.  Rush  has  invented  a  kind  of  swing 
chair  for  their  exercise.  I  asked  the  humane  and  enlightened  Dr. 
Rush  why  the  cells  were  placed  beneath  the  ground  Roor,  exposed 
to  the  unwholesome  humidity  of  the  earth.  He  told  me  he  had 
endeavoured  for  a  long  time,  but  in  vain,  to  Introduce  a  change  in 
this  particular,  and  that  thi.'f  hospital  was  founded  at  a  lime  when 
little  attention  was  thought  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of 
foolx.  I  ob.wrved  that  none  of  tho.w  fools  were  naked  or  indecent 
— a  thing  very  common  with  us.  These  people  preserve,  even  in 
their  folly,  their  primitive  characteristic  of  decency." 


The  New  York  Hospital. 

The  Pennsylvania  Hospital  was  well  launched  forth  on 
^  its  benevolent  career  before  any  similar  institution  aro.w 
^^      in  any  of  the  other  colonies.    The  second  hospital,  as  we 
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now  understand  the  tenn,  to  be  founded  in  the  EngHsh 
colonies  in  North  America  was  the  New  York  Hospital. 
The  first  mention  of  any  project  for  the  founding  of  a 
hospital  in  that  city  is  to  be  found  in  a  discourse  delivered 
by  Dr,  Middleton  in  King's  (now  Columbia)  College 
on  November  3.  1769.  He  ascribes  the  honor  of  its  first 
su^;cstion  to  Dr.  Bard,  saying, — 

"'The  necessity  and  usefulness  of  a  public  infirmary,  has  been  so 
warmly  and  pathetic .tlly  *et  forth,  in  a  disconrie  delivered  by  Dr. 
Samuel  Hard,  at  ihc  commen cement  in  May  last,  that  his  excellency. 
Sir  Henry  Moure,  itnmedialfly  <ict  on  djol  a  »iibM:riiJiion  for  lliat 
purpose,  to  which  himself  and  most  of  the  gentlemen  present  liber- 
ally contributed.  His  excellency  also  recommended  it,  in  tlie  most 
pressing  m.-inner  tn  the  assembly  of  the  province,  as  an  object 
worthy  of  their  attention ;  and  the  corporation  of  the  city  have 
given  a!isura.nccs  of  granting  a  very  valuable  and  commodious  lot 
of  ground  for  erecting  the  building  upon;  so  that  there  is  now, 
almost  a  certain  prospect  of  this  twiicvoleiit  and  humane  foundation 
soon  taking  place.  And  as  it  is  to  be  on  the  most  catholic  and 
unexceptionable  plan,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  it  will  meet  with  the 
countenance  and  encouragement  of  every  compassionate  and  good 
member  uf  society,  whatever  party  or  denomination  he  may  choose 
10  be  distinguished  by,  on  other  occasions." 

The  speech  of  Dr.  Bard  in  which  he  set  forth  the  neces- 
sity for  an  infirmary  has  not  descended  to  us. 

In  1770  Drs.  Peter  Middleton,  John  Jones,  and  Samuel 
Bard  presented  a  petition  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Cad- 
wallader  Golden,  who  was  himself  a  physician,  request- 
ing a  charter  of  incorporation  for  the  Hospital. 

This  charter  was  granted  July  13.  1771.  It  incor- 
porated a  number  of  prominent  inhabitants  of  New  York 
as  "  The  Society  of  the  Hospital  in  the  City  of  New 
York  in  America."  A  board  of  governors  was  named, 
consisting  of  twenty-six  of  the  incoriwrators.  and 
these  gentlemen  held  their  first  meeting  on  July  25, 
1 771. 


IN  TliE   UNITED   STATES. 


361 


It  is  interesting-  to  oteerve  that  Dr.  Fotliergill,  of  Lon- 
don, is  one  of  the  incorporators.  He  had  been  one  of  the 
most  generous  benefactors  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
presenting  them  with  books  for  their  Library  and  pic- 
tures and  casts  to  illustrate  the  study  of  anatomy.  Not 
only  was  he  thus  prominently  connected  with  thi.  found- 
ing of  the  two  first  hospitals  in  this  country,  but  he  aided 
many  youiig  medical  men  from  America  in  their  indi- 
vidual labors  in  the  study  of  medicine  abroad,  and  we 
find  Thomas  Penn  donating  a  chemical  apparatus  to  tlie 
newly-founded  Medical  Department  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  upon  his  recommendation. 

Drs.  Middleton,  Bard,  and  Jones  were  probably  the 
three  most  eminent  medical  men  of  their  day  in  New 
York. 

Brief  sketches  of  their  careers  have  already  been  fur- 
nished in  the  account  of  their  connection  with  the  found- 
ing of  the  Medical  School  of  King's  College,  New  York. 
They  fully  realized  how  essential  a  hospital  would  be 
as  an  adjunct  to  the  medical  college  they  were  estab- 
lishing, and  they  pushed  both  projects  with  all  the  power 
at  their  command.  They  were  all  more  or  less  prominent 
in  civic  life  and  stocwl  high  in  the  esteem  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  consequently  their  labors  were  more  likely  to 
prove  successful  than  they  would  have  been  if  there  had 
been  nothing  back  of  their  efforts  but  their  standing  as 
metlical  men. 

Dr.  Fothcrgill  and  Sir  William  Duncan  succeeded  in 
raising  a  considerable  amount  of  money  in  Ltmdon  for 
the  use  of  the  Hospital,  and  in  1772  the  New  York  Legis- 
lature granted  it  an  annual  allowance  of  eight  hundred 
pounds  for  twenty  years. 

Committees  of  the  Governors  were  appointed  to  visit 
the  various  wards  in  the  city  and  solicit  sulwcriptions ; 
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tlie  clergy  were  asked  to  seek  the  aid  of  their  congrega- 
tions. In  1774  the  Governors  asked  householders  to 
allow  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  Hospital  to  sweep  their 
chimneys  and  to  donate  to  tite  Hospital  what  the  expense 
would  otherwise  have  been  to  them.  Mr.  Douglass,  the 
theatre  manager,  gave  the  Hospital  a  benefit.  The  Earl 
of  Sterling  sent  the  Governors  twelve  Delaware  lottery 
tickets,  I)ut  no  prize  was  drawn  by  any  of  them.* 

In  1773  the  Board  of  Governors  purchased  from  a  Mrs. 
Barclay  and  a  Mr.  Rutgers  a  lot  suitable  for  the  erection 
of  the  Hospital,  and  on  the  27th  of  July,  1773,  the  foun- 
dation was  laid,  but  before  the  completion  of  the  build- 
ings they  were  almost  totally  destroyed  by  fire  on  Febru- 
ary 28.  1775- 

These  buildings  had  been  constructed  after  plans  which 
had  been  procured  by  Dr.  Jones  during  a  trip  to  Europe 
in  1772.  The  only  knowledge  we  have  of  the  cliaracter 
of  these  plans  is  derived  from  a  book  on  military  surgery 
published  by  Dr.  Jones  in  1775.  In  it  he  speaks  of  the 
unhygienic  arrangements  of  the  wards  of  the  Hotel  Dieu 
in  Paris,  and  then  says, — 

"  It  is  to  bn  hoped  that  the  hospital  lately  built  m  the  ctl;  of 
New  York  will  Iiave  tcwcr  objections  to  its  jilan  than  any  hospital 
hitherto  constructed.  The  priticipal  wards,  which  are  to  contain  no 
more  than  eight  beds,  are  thirty-six  feet  in  length,  twenty-four  feet 
wide  and  eighteen  high.  They  arc  .ill  well  ventilated,  not  only  from 
the  opposite  disposition  of  the  windows,  but  by  proper  openings  in 
the  side  walls,  and  (he  doors  open  into  a  long  passage  or  gallery, 
thoroijghly  ventilated  from  north  to  south."  ' 


•Centenary  Addrcsit  delivered  Iicforc  the  Society  ol  the  New 
York  Hospital,  by  James  William  Bcetcman^  July  24.  1871, 

'His  description  of  the  Hutel  Dieu  is  liorrifyinK;  "In  Paris 
it  is  supposed  that  one  third  of  all  who  die  there  die  in  hos- 
pitals. The  Hotel  Dieu — a  vast  building,  situated  in  the  middle 
of   that   great    city — receives   aMut    twenty-two    thousand   persons 
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The  original  estimates  for  the  building  called  for  an 
expenditure  of  about  seventeen  thousand  dollars.  The 
structure  was  to  be  built  o£  stone. 

Although  almost  completely  destroyed  by  fire  in  Feb- 
ruar>-.  1775.  yet  means  were  procured,  and  the  work  of 
reconstruction  so  vigorously  pushed  that  the  New  York 
Provincial  Congress  took  possession  of  them  on  April  2, 
1776,  to  use  as  barracks.  A  ditch  was  dug  about  the 
Hospital  twelve  feet  wide  and  seven  feet  deep  for  defen- 
sive purposes. 

Beekman,  in  his  "  Centenary  Address,"  states  that  the 
first  surgical  operation  performed  in  the  Hospital  was  an 
amputation  of  the  arm,  performed  by  Dr.  Samuel  Drowne, 
a  surgeon's  mate  in  the  general  hospital  of  the  Continen- 
tal anny.  This  was  in  July,  1776.  In  a  letter  speaking 
of  this  amputation,  Dr.  Drowne  mentioned  that  *'  one 
ball  came  into  the  hospital  yard,  struck  the  ground  at  a 
little  distance  from  us,  and  bounded  through  ye  board 
fence."  Probably  tlie  buildings  were  not  long  used  as 
barracks  but  were  soon  converted  into  their  original  pur- 
pose, as  Drowne  says  the  amputation  was  performed  "  at 
the  new  City  Hospital,  which  had  been  fitted  for  ye 
wounded."  When  the  Americans  evacuated  New  York 
in  August,  1776,  the  British  entered  the  city  and  con- 


anaually,  otie-^ftb  of  which  number  die  every  year.  It  is  im- 
possible for  any  man  of  humanity  to  walk  through  the  long  wards 
of  tbis  crowded  hospital  without  a  mixture  of  horror  and  commisera* 
lion  at  the  tad  spectacle  of  mi»ery  whidi  prcHenl*  il«cU.  The  beds 
are  placed  in  triple  rows,  with  four  and  six  patients  in  each  bed :  and 
1  have  more  than  once  in  the  morning  rounds,  found  the  dead  lying 
with  the  living;  for,  notwithstanding  the  great  assiduity  and  ten- 
derneu  of  the  nurses,  some  of  whom  are  women  of  family,  who  take 
the  veil  and  pioiuly  devote  themselves  to  that  office,  yet  it  h  almost 
impossible,  from  the  vast  mimber  of  patients,  to  bestow  timely 
assistance  upon  every  individual." 
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verted  the  Hospital  buildings  into  barracks  for  the  Hes- 
sians. 

Throughout  the  war  and  during  the  troublous  years 
immediately  ensuing  the  Society  of  the  Hospital  in  New 
York  contrived  to  hold  annual  meetings  for  the  election 
of  officers,  although  the  buildings  were  not  used  for  hos- 
pital purposes  by  the  Society  till  January,  1791. 

In  March,  1785,  the  Society  allowed  some  poor  Scotch 
emigrants  to  lodge  temporarily  in  the  buildings,  which 
occupation  seems  to  have  continued  until  June  of  that 
year.  In  the  winter  of  1785,  Dr.  Bailey  wa.s  allowed  to 
occupy  several  rooms  for  dissecting  purposes.  There 
is  a  record  of  Dr.  Bailey's  having  operated  on  patients  in 
one  of  the  rooms.  The  State  Legislature  held  some  of 
its  meetings  in  the  buildings.  The  most  interesting,  how- 
ever, of  all  the  events  which  occurred  in  this  period  of  the 
Hospital's  history  was  the  famous  "  Doctors'  Mob"  riot, 
on  Sunday.  April  13,  1788.  This  was  the  result  of  igno- 
rant prejudice  against  the  di.ssection  of  the  human  hody. 
Rumors  had  been  circulated  of  terrible  doings  by  doctors 
in  the  Hospital  buildings.  A  doctor  waved  a  dead  arm 
from  one  of  the  cadavers  at  a  bay  peeping  in  the  win- 
dows. An  angry  crowd  surrounded  llie  Hospital  and 
stormed  the  buildings.  The  doctors  fled  to  the  city  jail 
for  refuge,  and  the  militia  were  called  out  to  protect  them. 
The  mob  attacked  the  jail.  The  celebrated  John  Jay  and 
Baron  Steuben  hastened  to  the  jail  and  endeavored  to 
reason  with  the  rioters.  Their  efforts  were  futile,  they 
themselves  being  assaulted.  Barun  Steuben  was  knocked 
down.  As  he  fell  he  cried  to  the  mayor,  James  Duane. 
"  Fire.  Duanc,  fire !"  The  militia  fired  a  volley,  which 
killctl  seven  of  the  rioters  and  wounded  seven  or  eight. 
The  Governors  of  the  Hospital  disclaimed  all  responsi- 
bility for  the  occurrences  leading  to  this  disgraceful  affair, 
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and  presented  a  bill  to  the  doctors  who  had  occupied  the 
Hospital  of  twenty-two  pounds  seven  shillings  ten  pence. 
The  doctors  were  also  ousted  from  the  buildings. 

In  April,  1790,  the  Governors  sought  the  advice  of  Drs. 
Samuel  Bard  and  Malachi  Treat  as  to  what  steps  should 
be  taken  for  devoting  the  Hospital  to  its  proper  purposes. 
They  also  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  gen- 
tlemen interested  in  the  recently  established  New  York 
Dispensary  as  to  how  the  two  organizations  might  best 
arrange  to  work  to  their  mutual  welfare.  On  the  3d  of 
January,  1791,  the  Hospital  was  finally  reopened  with 
eighteen  patients. 

There  was  no  restriction  placed  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
ailment  from  which  those  desirous  of  admittance  suf- 
fered. The  insane  were  admitted  along  with  the  mentally 
sound.  In  1798  the  Governors  in  a  memorial  to  the  State 
Legislature  say  that  their  Hospital  is  for  the  reception  of 
such  as  require  medical  treatment  or  chirurgical  manage- 
ment, for  maniacs,  and  for  women.^  In  this  same  memo- 
rial they  mention  that  the  students  of  Columbia  College 
derive  the  advantage  of  clinical  teaching  from  its  wards, 
and  that  the  Governors  have  voted  two  hundred  pounds 
for  the  foundation  of  a  library. 

The  Governors  used  to  meet  in  various  coffee-houses 
and  taverns,  and  sometimes  at  the  City  Hall,  until  their 
meeting  of  May  17,  1791,  which  was  held,  as  all  subse- 
quent ones  have  been,  in  the  Hospital. 

Beekman  gives  an  interesting  description  of  the  lot 
upon  which  the  Hospital  was  built.  The  Governors  pur- 
chased, in  1771,  five  acres  of  the  Rutgers  farm,  which 
was  spoken  of  as  lying  "  in  the  meadows  near  the  Fresh 
Water."    He  says, — 

'  Beekman,  loc.  cit. 
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"  Broadway  ihen  ended  abruptly  in  the  fields  at  Barley  street, 
now  Du&nc  street.  The  6pot  selected  for  our  hospital  was  upon 
a  spur  or  hill,  surrounded  on  ihree  »ides  by  marshes.  The  water 
of  two  pand.4  or  kolcks  frequently  overflowed  the  meadows  where 
now  is  the  comer  of  Pearl  and  Chatham  street*,  to  that  ferry-boats 
were  used;  a  bridge  was  afterwards  built  there.  Rulgers  had 
suffered  so  latncnubly  with  fever  and  ainie  tltat  he  liad,  suuic  years 
before,  prayed  the  king  for  a  better  title  to  his  marshes,  so  that  he 
might  convey  a  fee  to  somebody  willing  to  drain  them,  for  the 
inhabitants  lott  one-third  of  their  time  by  sickness." 

In  1780  the  ground  back  of  tlie  Hospital  was  chosen 
as  the  most  retired  spot  on  which  to  fight  a  duel.  Anent 
duels,  in  1799.  one  of  tlie  house-surgeons  was  repri- 
nranded  for  practising  outside  the  Hospital  and  being  too 
often  absent.  He  challenged  Dr.  Hosack  to  meet  him 
"  at  Hobuck."  Dr.  Hosack  forwarded  the  challenge  to 
the  Board  of  Governors,  whereiipon  the  surgeon  posted 
up  an  abusive  paper  in  the  Cofftrt:- House,  and  insisted  on 
an  apology  from  Dr.  Hosack.  The  Board  of  Governors* 
reply  was  to  dismiss  him  from  the  Hospital.''^ 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  prior  to  the  Revolution  the 
Provincial  Legislature  had  given  the  Hospital  an  annual 
grant.  Of  course  this  lapsed  after  the  war,  but  in  1788 
the  State  Legislature  passed  a  bill  granting  the  Hospital 
corporation  eight  hundred  pounds,  to  be  paid  to  it  during 
the  four  years  ensuing  from  Fcbniary  l,  1788,  out  of 
funds  derived  from  the  e.\cise  in  tlie  city  of  New  York. 
In  1792  the  Legislature  passed  another  act  granting  the 
Hospital  two  thousand  pounds  a  year  for  five  years,  again 
making  it  payable  out  of  the  excise.  On  March  31,  1795, 
an  act  was  passed  repealing  the  act  of  1792  as  regarded 
the  future  payments  to  the  Hospital,  but  granting  it 
instead  four  thousand  pounds  annually  for  five  years,  pay- 
able out  of  the  dtities  on  sales  at  public  auction  in  the 
city  of  New  York. 

'  Beekman,  loc.  cit. 
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On  April  n.  1796,  this  was  supplemented  by  an  ad- 
ditional grant  of  one  thousand  pounds  a  year  for  four 
years,  payable  out  of  the  same  fund.  On  March  20, 
1801,  the  annual  allowance  of  twelve  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  was  continued  for  five  years,  from  February 
1,  1800. 

On  April  I,  1796,  in  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature 
for  the  regulation  of  the  port  of  New  York,  the  harbor 
master  was  ordered  to  pay  the  penalties  derived  from 
certain  fines  to  the  Hospital. 

On  March  30,  1797,  an  act  was  passed  establishing  a 
lazaretto  for  the  port  of  New  York,  and  in  it  the  masters 
and  wardens  of  the  port  were  authorized  to  receive  of  l!ic 
masters,  ofHcers,  seamen,  and  passengers  of  every  vessel 
entering  the  port  of  New  York  a  certain  sum  for  each 
person.  The  money  thus  collected  was  ordered  to  be 
turned  over  to  the  commissioners  of  health,  to  be  applied 
to  the  relief  of  sick  seamen  and  foreigners  who  should 
be  admitted  to  the  Lazaretto,  and  if  any  surplus  should 
remain  it  was  to  l>e  paid  over  to  the  New  York  Hospital, 
the  Board  of  Governors  of  which  were  to  apply  it  to  the 
relief  of  any  sick  seamen  or  foreigners  who  might  lie 
patients  of  the  Hospital. 

In  1799  tlie  Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Huspita)  authorities 
by  which  sick  and  disabled  seamen  at  the  port  of  New 
York  were  to  be  received  into  the  Hospital.  The  collec- 
tor of  the  port  was  to  pay  the  Hospital  three  dollars  a 
week  for  each  seaman  thus  received. 

In  1801  the  Governors  of  the  New  York  Lying-in  Hos- 
pital, which  had  been  founded  in  the  year  1798,  paid  over 
to  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  New  York  Hospital  all 
the  funds  in  their  possession,  the  latter  institution  agree- 
ing to  open  a  maternity  ward. 
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The  connection  between  the  Hospital  and  Columbia 
College  was  very  dose,  many  of  tl>e  profcss'Jrs  in  the 
College  being  on  the  staff  of  the  Hospital,  and  the  medi- 
cal students  ha\'ing  the  pm-ilege  of  availing  themselves 
of  the  clinical  facilities  of  the  Hospital  wards.  In  Au- 
gust, 1796,  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Hospital  ap- 
propriated five  hundred  dollars  towards  the  founding  of 
a  medical  library,  and  the  various  professors  of  the  Col- 
lege contributed  books  from  their  private  libraries  and 
money  from  the  fees  collected  by  them  for  instructing 
students.  In  iSoo  the  Hospital  acquired  by  purchase  the 
library  of  Dr.  Romayne,  and  in  1805  the  Medical  Society 
of  New  Yortc  presented  the  Hospital  with  its  library,  on 
condition  that  they  and  such  of  their  sons  as  became 
physicians  should  always  have  free  use  of  the  Hospital's 
Library.  In  the  same  year  the  Board  of  Governors  agreed 
to  set  aside  two  hundred  and  6fty  dollars  annually  for 
the  purchase  of  books  for  the  Library.  Soon  after  they 
purchased  the  botanical  library  of  Dr.  Hosack.  In  18x1 
the  Library  contained  about  three  thousand  volumes. 

As  before  mentioned,  the  Hospital  admitted  the  insane 
to  its  wards,  but  it  was  soon  found  that  there  was  not 
adequate  accommodation  to  properly  care  for  them.  In 
1806  the  Governors  applied  to  the  Legislature  for  aid 
in  erecting  a  sqarate  institution  for  the  care  of  the  insane. 
This  application  was  successful,  and  on  the  15th  of  July, 
1808,  the  Lunatic  Asylum  of  the  New  York  Hospital 
was  opened  witli  sixty-seven  inmates.  This  asylum  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  fifty-six  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
Bloomiiigdale  Insane  Asylum  is  its  lineal  descendant. 
The  following  account  of  the  manner  in  wliich  the  latter 
was  founded  is  of  interest.  It  is  contained  in  the  "  Ac- 
count of  the  New  York  Hospital,"  published  by  the  Hos- 
pital in  1820. 
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"  In  consequence  of  a  communicaltoii  made  to  the  Governors  in 
April,  1815,  by  Thomas  Edd>*,  slating  the  advantages  ihaC  might 
be  produced,  by  introducing  a.  course  of  inoral  irealnient,  for  ihc 
lunatic  patients,  more  extensive  than  had  hitherto  been,  practised 
in  this  country,  and  similar  to  that  pursued  at  'The  Retreat,'  ne^ir 
York,  id  England;  and  proposing,  dial  a  nmiiber  of  acre>  of  ground, 
near  the  city,  should  be  purchased,  and  suitable  buildings  erected  for 
the  purpose;  a  committee  was  appotnlcd  by  the  Govcrnnra,  to 
consider  of  the  plan  proposed,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon. 
This  committee,  having  approved  of  the  plan,  and  recommended  iU 
adoption,  the  Governors  resolved  to  carry  it  into  effect,  if  they 
could  obtain  the  aid  of  the  Legislature.  Ap[>lication  having  been 
made  for  that  purpose,  an  act  was  passed  the  17th  of  April,  1816, 
granting  to  the  Hospital,  the  yearly  .lum  of  $10,000,  until  the  year 
1857,  to  enable  the  Governors  to  erect  further  and  more  extensive 
accommodations  for  insane  patients.  Thirly-nine  acre*  of  land,  on 
the  Haerleni  heights,  about  seven  miles  from  the  city,  were  accord- 
ingly purchased,  at  $240  per  acre,  as  3.  site  for  the  proposed  insti- 
tution. The  distance  being  thought  by  some,  to  be  greater  than 
was  desirable,  twenty  acres  of  ground  on  the  East  River,  two  miles 
nearer  the  settled  parts  of  the  city,  were  purchased;  but  after  a 
more  particular  examination,  it  was  found  not  to  be  adapted,  in  all 
respects  to  the  plan  contemplated;  and  it  was  afterwards  sold,  at 
a  profit  of  two  thousand  dollars.  After  inspecting  the  different 
places  on  York  Island,  and  on  the  opiKi.tite  ittde  of  the  East  River, 
which  were  supposed  to  afford  suitable  situations  for  such  an  estab- 
lishment, it  was  determined,  on  a  comparison  of  them  with  the 
one  already  purchased  at  Harlem,  that  the  latter  was.  on  the  whole, 
preferable.  On  exploring  the  ground,  however,  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  the  foundation  of  the  intended  building,  the  soil  was  dis- 
covered to  be  generally  wet,  covering  a  stratum  of  hard  granite, 
lying  about  two  feel  below  the  surface;  it  was  therefore  deemed 
unfit  for  the  purpose.  .Another  piece  of  groiirid.  not  far  from  the 
same  spot,  and  nearer  to  the  Hudson,  containing  about  twenty-six 
acres,  fronting  on  the  Bloomingdale  road,  near  the  seven  mite  stone. 
after  being  thoroughly  explored,  was  found  to  be  remarkably  dry 
and  plea.ianl,  and  from  its  elevated  oituation.  affording  an  extensive 
and  delightful  view  of  the  river,  and  the  adj.icent  country.  This 
place  was  pitrcliascd  at  five  hundred  dollars  per  acre,  and  some 
small  pieces  of  ground  adjoining,  have  since  been  added,  making 
the  whole  quantity  77  acre?  ar.  ,'j4p.  On  this  spot,  the  cornerstone 
of  a  building  for  the  accommodation  of  lunatics,  was  laid,  011  the 
7th  day  of  May,  l8t&" 
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In  1804  there  were  six  physicians  and  four  surgeons 
on  the  attending  staff  of  the  Hospital.  One  physician  was 
required  to  visit  every  medical  patient,  afflicted  with  any 
acute  disease,  at  least  once  a  day,  and  oftener  if  necessarv ; 
and  ever}'  medical  patient,  without  distinction,  must  be 
visited  at  least  three  times  a  week.  The  surgeons  were 
re<juired  to  visit  the  Hospital  at  least  tlvee  times  a  week 
and  every  surgical  patient  at  least  once  a  week.  Tliese 
services  were  gratuitously  performed. 

A  house-physician  and  a  house-surgeon  were  appointed 
each  year  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months.  The 
qualifications  required  in  those  desirous  of  filling  these 
positions  were,  that  tliey  sliould  be  at  least  tweiity-one 
years  of  age,  have  been  pupils  of  a  practising  physician 
or  surgeon  for  three  years,  during  which  time  they  must 
have  attended  a  complete  course  of  lectures  in  one  of  the 
colleges,  have  attended  the  daily  practice  of  the  Hospital 
for  one  year,  and  must  be  examined  by  the  physicians 
and  surgeons,  and  produce  ample  testimonials  of  their 
good  moral  character,  They  were  required  lo  make  daily 
rounds  of  the  wards  in  the  morning  and  evening  and  to 
be  prepared  to  report  upon  the  state  of  their  patients  to 
the  visiting  physicians  and  surgeons  at  their  visits. 

All  appointments  to  the  medical  staff  were  made  by  the 
Board  of  Governors.  There  were  twenty-six  of  the  lat- 
ter, who  gave  their  services  without  remuneration. 

The  other  house-officers  were  a  superintendent,  a  ma- 
tron, and  an  apothecary.  All  of  these  depended  for  their 
appointments  on  the  Board  of  Governors.  The  apothe- 
cary had  to  undergo  a  preliminary  examination  at  the 
hands  of  the  visiting  physicians  and  surgeons  and  he 
recommended  by  them  to  the  Board  of  Governors  before 
receiving  his  appointment. 

The  Lunatic  Asylum  was  under  the  charge  of  one 
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physician.  The  first  to  hold  this  important  position  was 
Dr.  Bruce,  and  he  occupied  it  for  many  years  with  great 
ability. 

On  March  9,  1810,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act 
changing  tlie  title  of  the  corporation  from  "  The  Society 
of  the  Hospital  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  America"  to 
*'  The  Society  of  the  New  York  Hospital"  on  the  re- 
quest of  the  Society. 

The  Humane  Society  of  Philadelphia. 

This  useful  organization  came  into  existence  in  1780, 
in  the  midst  of  the  turmoil  incident  to  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  remains  yel  alive  as  witness  to  the  fostering 
care  of  its  successive  generations  of  members. 

Its  objects  were  the 

"  rccuvcry  of  drowned  persons,  and  o(  tliosc  whose  animation  may 
be  suspended  from  other  causes,  as  breathing  air  contacninated  by 
burning  charcoal,  han^ng,  exposure  to  the  choke  damp  of  wells, 
drinking  cold  water  while  warm  in  tutnmer,  strokes  of  the  sun, 
lightning,  swallowing  laudannnL*' 

The  Society  served  in  reality  all  the  purposes  of  a  first- 
aid  or  emergency  organization. 

It  oflfered  prizes  at  one  time  for  the  best  dissertations 
on  the  means  of  restoring  life  to  persons  apparently  dead 
by  drowning.  These  theses  were  to  be  written  in  Eng- 
lish, French,  or  Latin,  and  the  prizes  were  to  be  awarded 
by  the  "  Medical  Professors  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania." 

The  Philadelphia  Dispensary. 

The  first  effort  to  found  a  dispensary  for  the  poor  in 
Philadelphia  was  made  tn  1786,  and  resulted  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Philadelphia  Dispensan-,  which,  however, 
was  not  chartered  until  1796. 
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Ever}*  person  who  should  pay  one  giiinca  a  year  could 
become  a  contributor,  or  on  paying  ten  guineas  down 
would  receive  a  certificate  of  life-membership.  Twelve 
managers  were  chosen  annually  from  among  the  con- 
tributors, and  the  Managers  annually  apijointed  six  at- 
tending and  four  consulting  physicians  and  surgeons, 
a  treasurer,  and  an  apothecary.  The  attending  physi- 
cians were  to  be  on  duty  two  months  in  each  year,  and 
their  services  were  rendered  fur  notliing. 

In  1800  the  Managers  purchased  a  lot  of  ground  on 
Fifth  Street,  and  there  the  Dispensary  lias  made  its  home 
ever  since,  continuing  the  good  work  begun  so  long  ago. 

New  York  City  Dispensary. 
On  the  4tii  of  January,  1791.  a  number  of  citizens  of 
New  York  held  a  meeting  at  the  City  Hall  in  order  that 
they  might  devise  some  method  of  providing  medical  as- 
sistance to  the  worthy  poor.  The  Medical  Society  of  New 
York,  under  the  leadership  of  its  president.  Dr.  John 
Bard,  was  very  forward  in  the  movement.  A  constitu- 
tion for  the  association  was  agreed  upon.  The  Hon. 
Isaac  Roosevelt,  Esq.,  was  chosen  as  president,  and  Drs. 
Richard  Baylcy  and  Samuel  Bard  made  senior  physicians. 
Twelve  other  physicians,  all  members  of  tlie  Medical 
Society,  were  selected  to  give  free  medical  advice  in 
different  districts  of  the  city.  In  the  account  of  the  Dis- 
pensary *  from  which  I  qiiote  the  following  paragraph 
from  their  constitution  is  given : 

"  Every  person  wlio  shall  pay  annually  into  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer  two  dollars  shall  be  a  member  of  this  institution,  and  be 
cnlitlrd  to  have  two  p-ilient*  hI  one  time  on  the  Dispensary  list. 
and  for  every  two  dollars  and  a  half,  which  shall  be  aniiualiy  paid 
by  any  subscriber  over  and  above  five  dollars  per  annum,  such  snb- 
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scriber  shall  be  cinitled  to  have  one  other  patient  on  the  Dispensary 
Uct,  and  every  subKribcr  who  fthall  ■tubttcribc  and  pay  fifty  dollars 
thall  be  a  member  for  life,  and  be  entitled  to  have  two  patients 
alwajrs  on  the  titL" 


On  the  death  of  Isaac  Roosevelt,  in  1794,  the  Rev. 
John  Rodgers  was  elected  president.  He  resigned  in  July, 
1810,  and  was  succeeded  by  General  Matthew  Clarkson. 

In  April,  1805,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  incor- 
porating- the  Dispensary. 

In  tlie  yearly  report  presented  December  24,  1795,  the 
total  number  of  patients  treated  is  stated  to  have  been 
five  hundred  and  Utirty-six.  The  epidemic  which  visited 
New  York  in  1795,  3797,  and  1798.  and  the  yellow 
fever  of  1803,  greatly  increased  the  distress  among  the 
poor  of  the  city  and  added  to  the  amomit  of  work  re- 
quired of  the  Dispensar}'.  The  trustees  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  suggest  how  its  work  might  be  made  more 
eflfectual.  This  committee  having  reported,  the  trustees 
adopted  its  recommendations.  The  city  was  divided  into 
four  districts  and  four  physicians  appointed  to  take  charge 
of  all  the  patients  therein.  An  apothecary  was  appointed 
to  put  up  the  prescriptions  of  these  physicians. 

In  1805  the  Dispensary  amalgamated  its  work  with 
that  of  the  Kine-Pock  Institution.  The  New  York  Insti- 
tution for  the  Inoculation  of  the  Kine  Pock  had  been 
organized  on  the  nth  of  January,  1802.  Its  object  was 
to  promote  the  substitution  of  cowpox  inoculation  instead 
of  smallpox,  and  to  preserve  a  constant  supply  of  genuinftj 
vaccine  material.  The  first  vaccine  physician  appointed 
after  this  union  was  Dr.  Valentine  Seaman. 

The  usefulness  of  the  Dispensary  grew  rapidly.  In 
t8i  1  fourteen  hundred  and  forty-six  patients  were  treated 
for  various  complications  and  one  thousand  and  sixteen 
had  received  free  vaccination. 
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In  1810  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York 
presented  the  Board  of  Trustees  with  a  lot  of  land  on 
Tryon  Street,  to  be  used  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable 
dispensary  building. 
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CHAPTER   VIII. 

mSTORV    OP    THE    MEDICAL    SOCIETIES    FOUNDHD    BEKORE 
THE   YEAR    l8oO.^ 

The  Brst  association  of  ph^'stcians  into  a  society  of 
which  there  is  any  record  in  America  was  in  Boston, 
It  existed  from  1735  unti!  at  least  1741,  when  it  disap- 
peared in  the  sands  of  time.  We  know  nothing  of  it 
except  what  follows.  On  February  18,  1735.  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Douglass,  of  Boston,  wrote  to  Dr.  Cadwallader  Col- 
den,  of  New  York,'' — 

"  We  have  lately  in  Boston  formed  a  medical  society,  of  which, 
diis  gemlcRian  [Dr.  Dark,  who  carried  the  letter],  a  member 
thereof,  can  give  you  a  [articular  account  We  design  from  time 
to  time  to  publish  some  short  pieces;  there  is  now  ready  for  the 
press  number  one,  with  this  title  page: — 

"  Number  One. 
Medie<U  Memoirs. 
Containing 
"  I.  A  miscellany.    Practical  introduction. 
"2.  A  history  of  the  dysentery  cpidemicsl  in  Boston  in  1734. 
"3.  Some  account  of  a  gutta-serena  in  a  young  woman. 
"  4.  The  anatomical  inspection  of  a  spina  ventosa  in  the  vertebrae 
of  the  loiits  in  a  young  woman. 

"  5.  Some  practical  comments  or  remarks  on  the  writings  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Sydenham. 

"  Published  by  a  Medical  Society  in  Boston,  New  England," 

*A  considerable  part  of  this  chapter  was  published  in  the  Fhila- 
deiphia  Medical  Journal  for  January  37,  ipoo.  I  am  indebted  to  that 
journal  (or  permission  to  republish  it. 

'  Ma»sachu«ctts  Historical  Society's  Collections,  fourth  aeries, 
vol.  ii. 
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This  title-page  indicates  a  most  interesting  number, 
but  it  was.  unfonunatcly,  for  some  unkno^vn  reason, 
never  published. 

Dr.  Douglass,  in  1736,  published  a  pamphlet  called 
"  The  Practical  History  of  a  New  Epidemical  Eruptive 
Miliary  Fever,  with  an  Angina  Ulaisculosa  which  pre- 
vailed in  Boston,  New  England,  in  the  years  1735  and 
1736."  This  was  dedicated  '  *'  To  a  Medical  Societ>'  in 
Boston,"  and  he  bcgzn  his  preface  as  follows: 

"Gentleuln.  This  Piece  of  Medical  Hii^iory  docs  naturally  ad- 
dress itself  to  you,  coniiidering  that  f  have  ihc  pleasure  uf  being  one 
of  your  number,  that  you  have  been  fellow  labourers  in  the  manage* 
iQcnt  of  this  ditteinpcr,  and  therefore  competent  judges  of  this  per- 
Eonnance,  and  that  where  difficult  or  extraordinary  cases  have  oc- 
curred in  any  of  your  private  yraciice.  I  was  favoured  to  visit  the 
Patients  in  order  to  make  3  minute  Clinical  enquiry;  in  short,  with- 
out your  asMstance  this  piece  would  hav-e  been  less  perfect,  and  not 
10  well  vouched." 

Green  mentions  a  long  communication  in  The  Boston 
IVeckiy  Nev/s-Leiter  for  January  5.  1737,  addressed  "  To 
the  Judicious  and  Learned  President  and  Members  of  the 
Medical  Society  in  Boston,"  and  signed  "  Philanthropos." 
It  was  a  plan  for  the  regulation  by  law  of  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  Massachusetts. 

He  alsn  mentions  that  the  same  newspaper  for  Novem- 
ber 13.  1741,  contains  a  re]X)rt  of  an  upcration  for  stone 
in  the  bladder,  on  Joseph  Baker,  aged  six  years.  It  was 
performed  "  in  Presence  of  the  Medical  Society"  by  Dr. 
Sylvester  Gardiner.    It  began: 

"A  Medical  Society  in  Bu.\tr>n,  New  England,  with  no  c^uackifth 
view,  as  is  the  manner  of  soiuc;  but  for  the  Comfort  and  Benefit 
of  the  unhappy  and  miserable  Sufferers  by  the  excruciating  Pain, 
occasioned  by  a  Stone  In  the  Bladder,  do  publish  the  following 
Case-" 

'Green's  History  of  Medicine  in  Massachusetts. 
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The  above  facts,  gathered  by  Dr.  Green,  comprise  all 
our  knuwieclge  as  to  this  medical  society.  It  is  curious 
that  Thacher,  who  was  a  surgeon  in  the  Revohitionary 
army,  and  hence  old  enough  to  have  heard  of  it  by  tradi- 
tion, at  any  rate,  makes  absolutely  no  mention  of  its  ex- 
istence.    Josiah  Bartlett  *  says  of  it,— • 

"  The  firtt  LnformatioTi  of  physiciiin)!  m  an  associated  capacity  is 
ia  the  preface  to  Douglass,  which  is  addressed  to  a  medical  society 
in  Boiiton:  but  there  arc  iiu  particulars  respecting  it.  A  sentleman 
(Dr.  J.ime!i  Lloyd)  lately  dcc:cA.scd,  whoHc  tncmory  included  a  retro- 
spect of  sixty  years,  and  who  knew  the  author,  had  no  recolledion 
of  it»  cjcistetice.  It  w:i*  probably  temporary,  for  conference  and 
consultation  on  a  distressing  epidemic  (cynanche  maligna)  which 
prevailed  at  that  time." 

Wickes  "  found  in  the  library  of  the  New  York  Acad- 
emy nf  Medicine  a  manuscript  with  the  following  title: 
"  An  Essay  on  the  nature  o£  ye  malignant  Pleurisy  that 
proved  so  remarkably  fatal  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Hun- 
tington, Long  Island,  and  some  other  places  on  Long 
Island;  in  the  winter  nf  the  year  1749,  Drawn  up  at  the 
request  of  a  Weekly  Society  of  Gentlemen  in  New  York, 
and  addressed  to  them  at  one  of  their  meetings,  by  Dr. 
Jno.  Bard,  New  York,  1749."  and  as  in  the  text  the 
writer  speaks  of  the  epidemic  as  now  prevailing,  it  is  to 
be  inferred  the  society  existed  in  the  year  1749.  This  is 
the  only  mention  of  this  society  that  I  know  of,  but  it 
seems  authentic  enough  to  give  it  the  second  place  among 
such  bodies  in  their  order  of  foundation. 

In  1765  a  numlier  of  medical  men  in  Philadelphia 
formed  themselves  into  a  society  under  the  name  of  the 
"  Philadelphia  Medical  Society." 


'Historical  Sketch  of  Medical  Science  in  Massachusetts,  Missa- 
chusetts  Historical  Society's  Coll«ctions,  second  series,  vol.  \.  p.  105. 
"History  of  Medicine  in  New  Jersey. 
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It  enjoyed  a  brief  existence  of  three  years,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  period  it  merged  with  the  American 

Society  for  Promoting  Useful  Knowledge,  which  sub- 
sequently changed  its  name  to  the  American  Philosophical 
Society,  and  as  sucli  is  probably  the  best-known  scientific 
society  in  America  at  the  present  day.  When  the  societies 
united  the  members  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society 
were  Drs.  Graeme,  Cadwalader,  Redman,  Morgan, 
Kearsley,  Clarkson,  Bayard,  Harris,  Rush,  Sowman, 
Glentworth.  and  Potts.  None  of  its  records  have  de- 
scended to  us. 


New  Jersey  Medical  Society. 

The  oldest  of  still  existing  medical  societies  is  the 
Medical  Society  of  New  Jersey. 

Wickes  '  says  the  first  public  mention  of  its  foundation 
is  to  be  found  in  the  Nt^w  York  Mercury,  as  follows: 

"A  considerable  number  of  the  Practitioners  of  Physic  and  Sur- 
gery in  East  New  Jersey,  having  agreed  to  fonti  a  Society  for  their 
mutual  improvement,  the  advancement  of  the  profession  and  pro- 
motion of  the  public  good,  and  desirous  of  extending  as  mudi  as 
possible  the  usefulness  of  their  scheme,  and  of  cultivating  the  ut- 
most harmony  and  friendship  with  iheir  brethren,  hereby  request 
and  invite  every  gentleman  of  the  profession  in  the  province,  that 
may  approve  of  their  design,  to  attend  their  first  meeting,  which 
will  be  held  at  Mr.  DufTs,  in  the  city  of  New  Brunswick,  on 
Wednesday  the  23rd  of  July,  at  which  time  and  place  the  Ginsci- 
lution  and  Regulations  of  the  Society  are  to  be  settled  and  sub- 
scribed. 

"  East  New  Jersey,  Jtme  STth.  i;66." 

On  that  day  sixteen  physicians  met  and  drew  up  and 
adopted  the  following: 


*  Hiitory  of  Medicine  In  New  Jersey,  from  which  my  infomiatton 
concerning  it  is  entirely  derived. 
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"IHSTHUHENTS  OT  ASSOOATUlH  AND  CONSTTTtmoK 
or  TBB 

New  Jesscy  Midical  Society. 

"  Whereas,  Medicine,  comprehending  properly  Physic  and  Sur- 
gery, i»  one  of  the  iito&t  useful  scicuccs  to  mankind,  and  at  the 
same  time  ihc  most  dif&cult  to  be  attained,  so  much  so  that,  indeed, 
perfection  therein  is  perhaps  never  to  be  acquired,  the  tongcst  life 
spent  in  its  pursuit  always  finding  somcihing  new  to  occur,  and 
lamenting  something  still   wanting  to  perfect  the  art. 

"  And,  ait  every  means,  therefore,  that  will  tend  to  enlarge  the 
stock  of  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  pursuit  of  thi*  science, 
should  be  eagerly  bought  after  and  prosecuted;  and  whereas,  among 
those  gentlemen  of  particular  towns,  neighbourhoods  or  districts, 
who  have  already  been  initialed  in  the  healing  arts  and  engaged  in 
the  practice,  nothing  seems  better  adapted  to  such  a  desirable  end 
than  a  friendly  correspondence  and  communicatton  of  sentiment, 
especially  if  uniied  in  a  well-regulated  society;  the  improvements 
of  each,  cither  from  study  or  observation,  being  by  this  method  dif- 
fused to  many,  and  each  member,  as  well  as  ihc  public,  thereby  being 
essentially  benefited — exclusive  of  the  pleasures  of  social  inlcrcottrse 
and  the  many  useful  rcfinemenLi  that  niiglit  flow  from  thence.  And 
whereas,  further  considerable  advantages  from  societies  of  this  kind, 
properly  instituted,  might  frequently  arise,  particularly  where  the  law 
or  custom  has  not  established  necessary  regulations  respecting  the 
admission  of  candidates,  the  due  rewards  for  practitioners  service*, 
the  maintenance  of  the  dignity  of  the  profession,  and  the  security 
of  the  public  from  impositions  and  the  like,  it  being  in  such  cases, 
till  better  remedies  be  provided,  in  the  power  of  a  society,  including 
the  respectable  practitioners  of  a  city,  county,  or  large  district,  to  do 
much  for  the  advancement  of  their  art.  and  the  interest  of  the  people 
among  whom  they  reside. 

"  Moved  by  sentiments  of  tins  kind,  and  with  the  most  upright  and 
sincere  intention  of  promoting  the  above  mentioned  and  other  good 
purposes,  we.  the  subscribers.  Practitioners  of  Physic  and  Surgery 
in  New  Jersey,  now  assembled.  Have  Af^recd  lo  form  ourselves, 
and  do  hereby  form  and  unite  ourselves  info  an  amicable  and 
brotherly  society,  to  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  TAc  Nfw 
Jersey  Medical  Society.  And  for  the  better  carr>'ing  our  said  good 
designs  into  execution,  have  voluntarily  and  unanimously  consented 
to,  ratified  and  confirmed  the  following  Articles  or  Laws  as  the 
fundamental  Consljtulion  of  onr  .Association;  which  Cnnstitution 
we  do  hereby  engage,  each  for  himself,  to  the  whole,  and  to  one 
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another,  as  far  as  po»ib1e.  inevitably  to  obsenre  and  fully  to  sub- 
mit to,  as  obligating  on  us. 

*  tstly.  Tlut  we  will  never  enter  any  house  in  quality  of  mtr  pro- 
fession, nor  undertake  any  case,  either  in  physic  or  surgery,  but 
with  the  purest  iniention  of  giving  the  utmost  relief  an<l  assistance 
that  our  an  shall  enable  us,  which  wc  will  diligently  and  faithfully 
exert  for  that  purpose. 

"2ndly.  That  wc  will  at  all  time."  when  demcd.  be  ready  tn  con- 
sult or  be  cotuultcd  by  any  of  our  brethren,  in  any  case  subniitleil 
to  us.  And  that  in  all  cases  where  we  eonceire  difficulty,  and  cir- 
cumstances will  admit,  we  will  advise  and  recommend  such  con- 
sultation. 

"  i'd'y-  1  hat  we  will  not  pretend  lo  or  keep  secret  any  nostrum  or 
specific  medicine  of  any  kind,  as  being  inconsistent  with  the  gener- 
ous spirit  of  the  profession,  but  will  at  all  times  be  ready  to  dis- 
close and  communicate  lo  any  member  of  the  Society,  any  discovery 
or  improvement,  wc  have  made  in  any  matter  respecting  the  healing 
art  Parttcubrly  we  each  engage  that  we  will  in  all  consultations, 
openly,  freely,  candidly  and  without  reserve,  give  to  each  other  our 
sitKere  opinion  of  the  case;  and  of  the  means  we  thiiUt  most  likely 
to  effect  a  cure. 

"  4lhly.  That  wc  will  on  all  occasion*  treat  one  another  as  be- 
comes the  medical  character,  and  that  each  of  us  will  respectively 
do  our  utmost  to  maintain  harmony  and  brotherly  affection  in  the 
Society,  to  promote  the  usefulness  of  it  both  tn  the  profe.ision  and 
the  public,  and  at  all  limes  to  support  the  Institution  and  advance 
the  dignity  of  medicine. 

"  Sthly.  That  as  we  have  separated  ourselves  to  an  office  of 
bercrolence  and  charity,  we  will  always  most  readily  and  cheerfully, 
when  applied  to.  a-sstsi  grati;,  by  all  means  in  our  power,  the  dis- 
tressed poor  and  indigent  in  our  respective  neighbourhoods,  who 
may  have  no  legal  maintenance  and  support  from  their  county; 
but  where  such  legal  provision  takes  place,  there  we  shall  expect 
a  reasonable  reward  from  the  particular  town  or  countj-  to  which 
such  poor  may  belong. 

"6thly.  That  wc  will  hold  meetings  twice  every  year,  at  such 
time  and  place  a*  the  majority  ^hall  determine,  at  whicb  meetings 
all  matters  not  hereafter  excepted  or  agreed  to  be  otherwise  p.ir- 
ticularly  decided,  shall  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  votes,  every 
member  meeting  on  an  equal  footing:  and  each  of  us  for  himself 
engages  punctually  to  attend  the  Mid  half-yearly  meetings,  while 
he  continueJi  an  inhahitant  of  thin  Province,  under  penalty  of  three 
pounds  proclamation  money,  except  in  case  of  sickness,  or  other 
reasonable  impediment  to  be  judged  and  allowed  of  by  the  Society. 
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*'7thty.  That  as  Ui«  widely  dispersed  sicuation  of  the  members 
of  ihiii  Society  will  for  the  most  pun  render  a  general  ineeting 
oflcncr  than  twice  a  year  inconvenicni,  and  yet  to  answer  iui  im- 
jwrtant  purpose*  a  more  frequent  communication  seems  necessary. 
To  remedy  as  much  as  may  be  this  difficulty,  it  1*  agreed,  lliat  such 
mcnibcTit  of  this  body,  whose  residence  in  respect  of  each  other  will 
allow,  shall  form  themselves  into  less  Assoctattoas,  and  shall  meet 
at  least  once  in  two  months,  in  order  lo  converse  on  some  medical 
subject,  lo  communicate  any  particular  observation,  or  otherwise 
lo  advance  the  general  scheme.  And  thai  e^ch  of  thexe  lcs»  Socie- 
ties shall  keep  minutes  of  their  several  proceedings,  to  be  laid  before 
the  General  Society  at  their  meetings.  And  that  every  one  of  these 
smaller  Societies  shall  have  power  to  m:ike  such  By-Laws  for  their 
own  order  and  regulation  as  they  shall  judge  proper,  provided  they 
are  in  nowise  repugnant  to  the  General  Laws  and  Fundament:il* 
of  this  Society.  It  is,  nevertheless,  hereby  intended,  that  if  any 
member  or  members  are  so  particularly  situated  that  he  or  they 
cannot  conveniently  give  attendance  at  any  such  smaller  Society,  in 
such  case  the  said  member  or  members  arc  to  be  exempted  from  the 
obligations  of  this  article,  and  are  left  lo  hin  own  selection  in  thia 
matter.  But  it  is  expected  that  such  members  will  frequent  the 
meetings  of  some  lesser  SocLcly  as  often  as  they  reasuiiahly  can, 
in  the  manner  of  visiting  brethren:  and  when  anything  worthy  of 
notice  occurs,  that  they  wit!  speedily  and  freely  communicate  to 
one  of  the  said  Societies. 

"  8thly.  That  at  the  liaU-yeaxly  or  general  mceitngs,  all  such 
other  law.i  and  further  regulations,  a.s  may  from  lime  to  time  be 
judged  expedient  or  necessary,  for  promoting  the  good  purposes  of 
the  Society,  shall  be  constituted  and  established;  and  that  the 
Society  will  then  take  into  consideration  all  such  other  matters  as 
may  occur  before  them,  either  from  ilic  several  inferior  Societies, 
{which  arc  to  be  esteemed  as  so  many  branches  of  this  body),  or 
proposed  by  individuals  in  any  other  proper  way:  and  will  proceed 
in  such  manner  therein,  as  Ihey  shall  deem  most  advancive  of  the 
designs  of  this  Institution." 

The  91th.  lolh  and  iiih  sections  provide  for  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent. Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  and  their  duties. 

The  I2th  section  provides  for  extraordinary  meetings. 

"  Ijthly.  That  any  gentleman  hereafter  desiring  to  become  a 
member  of  this  Society,  shall  a1  least  one  month  before  some  general 
meeting  signify  his  intention  to  the  Secretary  for  the  time  being, 
who  shall  immediately  notify  the  same  to  the  several  members; 
and  the  said  candidate  shall,  at  the  ensuing  meeting,  be  regularly 
balloted  for  by  means  of  squares  and  tri-ingles  or  such  other  device 
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as  may  b«  a^eed  on,  and  tf  npon  examining  the  ballots,  it  shall 
appear  thai  ihrcc-fourtlis  of  the  members  present  voted  in  the 
affirmative,  he  shall  be  declared  a  ni ember— otherwise  not. 

"  i4thly.  That  this  Society  shall  not  b«  dissolved  bat  by  the 
coiicurrcacc  of  scven-cightha  o(  the  whole  body. 

"Lastly  this  Society  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  dtscoaragc  and 
discountcoance  all  quacks.  mouEtcbanks.  impostcrs,  or  other  i^o- 
rant  pretenders  to  medicine;  and  will  on  no  account  supfkort  or 
patroaiie  any  but  those  who  have  been  regularly  initiated  into 
medicine,  either  at  some  UnivereiLy,  or  under  the  direction  of  some 
able  master  or  masters,  or  who  by  the  study  of  the  theory  and  of 
the  practice  of  the  art,  have  otherwise  qualified  themselves  to  the 
satisfaction  of  this  St>cicty  for  the  exercise  of  the  profession. 

"Given  under  our  bands,  at  the  city  of  New  Brunswick,  the 
twenty-third  day  of  July.  Anao  Domini,  tjOi. 

"  Ro»T.  McKraN  TuDS.    WlCGlKi 

Cbris.  Manlove  WnxiAM  Adams 

John  Cocukan  Bern.  Budd 

Moses  ■Bi«>Mnaji  Lawhesce  V.  DtuvEea 

Jasjcs  Gillilano  John   GaiTriTH 

Wm.  BuitrfET  Isaac  Hakws 

JoNA.  Dayton  Joseph   Sackett.  Ja." 


The  meetings  of  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Society  con- 
tinued regularly  until  1 775,  when  they  were  interrupted 
by  the  war. 

In  November,  1781,  they  were  again  resiimed. 

At  the  meeting  in  May,  1785,  Dr.  Beatty  read  a  rtTwrt 
upon  the  "  State  of  the  Society  since  1775,"  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  was  as  follows : 

"That  with  regret  we  observe  the  vacation  of  six  years  in  the 
Journal  of  this  Society;  and  to  prevent  any  reflections  which  might 
arise,  unfavourable  to  iLs  reputation  in  the  mlnd^  of  uninformed 
or  diAiikKcniious  persons,  it  is  thought  necessary  lo  assign  here  the 
cause  and  reason  of  the  suspeutiun  in  medical  erudition. 

"The  war  (which  has  been  productive  of  the  happy  Revolution 
in  America)  having  claimed  the  allcniion  of  all  ranks  of  Freemen, 
most  of  the  members  of  this  Society  took  an  early  decided  piirl  in 
the  oppo:(ilion  to  British  tyranny  and  oppression,  and  were  soon 
engaged  either  in  the  civU  or  military  duties  of  the  State.  Added 
to  this,  the  local  situation  of  the  war  (the  scene  of  action  being 
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chiefly  in  this  and  the  adjoioitig  States)  rendered  an  attendance  on 
tbe  usual  stated  meetings,  doC  only  unsafe  but  in  a  great  measure 
imiiracti cable  from  the  scattered  and  dJAUiiit  residence  of  the  mem- 
bers. Sensible,  howe%'er,  thai  improvcmcni*  which  would  do  honour 
to  the  mail  elevated  understandings,  arc  oftentimes  hit  upon  by 
men  of  more  confined  abilities,  and  that  in  medicine,  as  well  as  in 
every  other  circumstance  in  life,  it  is  our  duty  to  avail  ourselves  u 
much  as  possible  of  all  discoveries  tending  to  the  common  benefit; 
as  soon  as  sufficient  order  and  harmony  was  restored  lo  civil  govern- 
ment and  society,  a  convening  of  the  members  was  deented  necessary 
and  proper;  as  well  to  re-establish  it  upon  its  former  liberal  and 
reputable  principles,  as  to  place  it  under  the  patronage  of  liie 
Authority  of  the  State." 

The  meetings  were  continued  with  regnlarity  iinlil 
1795,  but  from  that  date  utitil  1807  there  were  no  meet- 
ings. Dr.  VVickes  explains  the  reason  for  this.  In  June, 
1790,  a  new  medical  society  had  arisen,  '*  The  Medical 
Society  of  the  Eastern  District  of  New  Jersey."  Its 
origin  was  largely  due  to  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Micheati,  and 
its  foundation  was  vehemently  opposed  by  the  older 
organization,  because  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
old  society  were  drawti  from  Essex  and  the  adjacent 
counties,  which  were  included  in  the  Eastern  District  of 
New  Jersey.  At  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  New  Jersey 
Medical  Society  the  following  minute  is  recorded ; 

"  It  being  represented  that  Dr.  Micheaii  ha*  taken  an  active  part 
in  originaiing  and  establishing  a  Society  in  the  County  of  Essex, 
new  and  independent  of  this  corporation,  and  the  Board  deeming 
his  conduct  as  a  member  of  this  Society  very  reprehensible  —  Or- 
dered, that  the  Secretary  write  to  Dr.  Michcau  and  enclose  him  a 
copy  of  this  minute,  and  require  his  attendance  at  the  next  stated 
meeting  to  answer  in  the  premises." 

The  new  society,  though  very  successful  for  a  few 
years,  became  defunct  in  1807.  and  in  that  year  the  Medi- 
cal Society  of  New  Jersey  revived  its  meetings. 

Shortly  after  its  fouiulation.  in  1776,  the  New  Jersey 
Medical  Society  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the 


Miie- 

:_— lamr 


^^                   IN   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

1 

^38^^^^H 

■      shall  interpose,  or  some  other  happier  method  be  dcvi^d  for  de-                              ^| 

H      teraiinins  a  matter  so  intere»tms  Ifotli  tu  tlie  public  and  tbe  profes-                      ^^^| 

H      sion. 

^^M 

H                                   "A  Tasu^  of  Fkes  and  Rates. 

■ 

B            "  For  sundry  articles  and  services  in   medicine  and 

surgery,  as                     ^^^| 

■        agreed  on  and  tstabliihed  by  tlie  New  jersey  Medical 

Society,  at                        ^^^| 

their  general  meeting  in  New  Brunswick,  July  23rd, 

t766.                                      ^H 

■                                                             "  PROCLAUAIION   MoNEV. 

£ 

^^H 

H       Visits  in  towns.     Visiting  in  towns,  whereby  the 

^^^^1 

^ft                  physician  and  surgeon  can  readily  attend  the 

^^^1 

V                 patient  without  riding,  to  be  charged  for  ac- 

^^H 

cording  ti)  the  duration  of  the  ailment  and 

^^H 

degree  of  attendance,   viz.:    in   slight  cases 

^^H 

whereby  a  visit  or  two  may  be  wanted 

0. 

00'(?)0'                             ^H 

Per   Week.      In  other  cases    rc<)uirittg   longer   and 

^^H 

daily  care  and  attendance ;    for  each  week's 

^^^M 

attendance,  and  in  proponion  for  leaser  or 

^^^^M 

more  time,  exch'^iv**  nf  mcriieini**- 

0. 

^^^^^H 

Visits  in  the  Country  un- 

der   half    a    mile    10    be 

^^^^^^1 

Visits  in  the  Country 

charged  far  as  in  towns. 

^^^1 

a 

^^^^^1 

Above  $^  a  mile  & 

Every  visit  above  a  mile  and 

^^^^1 

not  more  than  . 

not  exceeding  a  mile  and 

^^^^1 

i5i 

a   half. 

Every     visit     above     fifteen 

a 

^H 

Above    i}^    &    not 

half  miles  and  not  exceed- 

^^H 

more  than  15 

ing  fifteen   miles,  for  each 

^^H 

tx 

^^1 

Every     visit     above     fifteen 

Above  fifteen  4  not 

miles    and    not    exceeding 

^^1 

more  than  35 

twenty-five  miles,  for  each 
mile  above  fifteen  and  un- 

^1 

der  twenty-five. 

0. 

^^M 

Above  25,     Every  visit  above  twenty-five  miles,  for 

^^H 

0. 

^^^1 

Every  visit  in  the  night;  exchisive  of  other  things. . 

a 

^^^1 

^        Consultations.     Consultation   Fees,  viz.,   Fvcry  first 

^^^^H 

^k                 visit  and  opinion  by  the  consulted  physician  or 

^^^1 

0. 

6.                ^H 

0. 

■                                                                ^ 

1 

THE  HISTORY   OF   MEDICINE 


Surgical    operaiioai 
and  services 


Sinuses     and 

acesses 


Ab- 


Fecs  for  surgical  operations 
aad  services,  exdiuive  of 
risits  and  traveling  charges, 
viz.: 

Phlebotomy  a 

Exlractii^  a  toolb & 

CuttijiK  an  issue o. 

Cupping  with  scarification o. 

Wounds.  As  first  dressings  of  all  large  or  deep  in- 
cised or  contujied  wounds,  including  ung'ts 
&c.,  except  in  very  extraordinary  cases,  where 
the  surgeon  ^hall  consult  the  Society,  who  will 
adjudge  the  proper  charge  in  such  particular 

cases a 

Succeeding  dressings  of  do.,  each  time o. 

Opening  large  sinuses  or  ab- 
scesses and  first  dressing.,    o 
Succeeding  dressing  of  do., 

each  a 

Infiammations.  Advice  for  large  inflammations  and 
abscesses,  when  attended  twice  a  day,  per 
week,  and  proponionably  for  a  greater  or  less 

time  o. 

Do.  when  attended  once  a  day,  per  week,  Ac. .  -    o. 
Ulcers.     Dressing  all  maligiiant,  putrid  or  phage- 

damic  ulcers,  each  dressing 0. 

Dressing  small  cutaneous  or  superficial  wounds, 
small  and  healing  ulcers  and  small  abscesses, 

each  dressing a 

Opening  small  abscesses  and  sinuses 0 

Drawing  off  the  urine  by  the  catheter,  each  time    a 

Administering  a  clyster o. 

Trepan.    Operation  of  Ihe  trepan 3. 

Dressing  each   time O. 

Couching,  &c    Couching  or  extracting  Ihe  cataract    3. 

Cutting  the  Iris 3- 

Fistula    Lachrymalis i. 

Each  dressing  do a 

Broncholomy    , I. 

Exiirpation  of  the  Tonsils  i. 

Extraction  of  the  polypus  of  the  nose I. 

Operation  of  the  Hare-lip l. 

Operation    for   the   Wry-neck I. 

Each  dressing  in  the  live  preceding  cases Oi 
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0. 

a 


I. 

a 

a. 

Ol 

7. 

6. 

J^ 

9- 

00. 

a. 

3- 

9- 

00. 
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£ 

Atni>iit3tions.    Amputation  of  th«  breast 3. 

Ditto  of  the  fore  and  back  arm 3. 

Ditto  of  the  leg  and  thigb 3. 

Each  dressing  for  Uie  first  14  cUys  after  the 

preceding   amputations o. 

Each  succtediag  dressing a. 

AmpuUtion  of  the  fingers,  or  Iocs,  each o. 

Each  dressing  do o. 

Suture  of  the  tendons  and  Gastroraphy,  each..  1. 

Each  dreisins  do 0. 

Bubonocele  Epipluocle  and  Hernia  Fetnoralis, 

each  3. 

Each  dressing  do o. 

Kxomphalos  and  Hernia  Ventralis. I. 

Each   dressing , o. 

Hydrocele,  Radical  operation 3. 

Ditto,  palliative  by  puncture i. 

Caatration,  each  Testicle 3. 

Each  dressing  do O, 

Pbymoiiis  and  paraphjrmosis o. 

Each  dressing a 

Paracentisis i. 

Fistula  in  aao,  deep,  sinuous  and  of  long  stand- 
ing    3- 

Do.  small  and  recent a. 

Each  dressing  in  such  Fistulas 0. 

Empyema  I. 

Each  dressing  do O, 

Extirpation  of   small  encysted  and  stnall  can- 
cerous  Tumors 1. 

Each  dressing  do 0. 

Cutting  for  the  stone  in  the  bladder 5, 

Each  dressing  do a 

Catting  for  the  stone  in  the  urethra I. 

Each  dressing  do 0. 

Assistant  Surgeon's  fee  in  all  operations 
Midwifery,  viz..  Delivering  a  woman  in  a  natural 

case  I. 

In  a  preternatural  case 3. 

In  a  iabourious  case,  requiring  forcepi  or  extri- 
cation with  the  crotchet.  &c 3. 

loocutatton.    Inoculation  of  the  small  pox  including 
medicine  and  attendance 


s. 

d. 

00. 

0. 

OOl 

0. 
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FrKZxres   and   Dts-         rx^.  jmi  t&;pres.aini  jc  :ae 
t-y-'''^'-"-'  acse.  VTTs  aecesarr  iircs»- 

2:f  SlTJtjg  ZIK  C3rc  ......      z. 

'*^'''-'*  .-  — ...... .  —  —  —  —  — .  z. 

T  rm-i.iw  c:  zbe  neoL  v.cit  iiE=7 x 

'  n-ra-^-T  cf  :=£  Hsoerss^  asui  b.sa i. 

Disaa  oc  the  Giccc  ud  tb z. 

Smpie  saccarc  oi  =be  CancK.  aad  a? x. 

Ditu  i: :  t=«  sore  ac*i  ^aoc  arrs.  S3ii  de t. 

DtilccuiQii  or  fraccsre  of  tile  wrsc  Stdk.  vsa 

45      I. 

Dialocarioc  of  ibe  xbxgii  buoe.  wu*t  ilitso x 

Dino  o:  the  'met.  wia  A? l 

Dino  or  tracrnre  ot  the  Patei'j.  wtii  A? a 

Dino  of  the  znUe.  with  ^ t. 

SLzip'e  fracmn:  of  tbc  iliigh  or  Ice  !x?ae$.  with 

do z 

Simple  dino  of  the  heeL  wiA  *Iino u 

Diflocadon  of  the  ingers  or  raes.  with  do a 

Compocnd  fracmres  of  all  kiads.  one-third  sore 

than  simple,  besides  the  daily  dre^uns:.  whicfa 

15  u>  be  charged  at  the  rate  fixed  for  larse 

wounds,  when  the  fractnre  is  of  the  thigh,  leg 

or  arm:    but  at  the  rate  of  small  wocads 

when  of  the  fingers  or  toes,  ftc 
Other  surgical  cases  not  here  oscotiotMd.  cither 

to  be  proposed  to  the  Sodetr  for  their  dcd~ 

non,  or  to  be  charged  as  nearlj  to  the  tcno.' 

of  this  table  as  possible. 
RjUes  of  extemporaneons  forms  of  medicine,  exda- 

sive  of  Ttshing  and  traii'eling  fees,  viz : 

Bolns  Cathartic  or  emetic a         a.        o. 

Ditto  with  musk a         3.       q. 

Every  other  do.  alterative  for  persons  above 

years  of  age 

Decoction  with  one  otmce  Cort.  Pernv.  and  pro- 

portionably  with  greater  or  leso  quantity a  7.        6. 

Other    decoctions    and    wines    made    with    foreign 

medicaments,  per  pomid a 

Do.  with  indigenous  or  native  medicines,  per  pound    a 

Draughts,  each a 

Electuary  Cathartic,  per  ounce a 
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Do.  Alterative,  per  ounce. o.  5.  o. 

Elixirs  and  Es:^«nces,  per  ounce o.  3.  9. 

Emulsions   O.  1.  0, 

EpiGpastic  plasters  for  the  oeck,  side  or  tubck o.  3.  o. 

Do.  for  the  anus,  wrists  or  legs,  each o.  1.  6. 

Each  drcfising  of  the  large  blisters o.  1.  O, 

Each  do  of  the  lesser o.  o.  & 

Ingredients  lor  nitrous  decoctions.  I  pound a  7.  6. 

IngredietLts  foreign  fur  other  Jecoctions,  &C,  per  0«.  0.  X  a 

Ditto  for  Clysters a  3.  0. 

Musk  Jalap 0.  x  6. 

Jataps.  per  ounce a  1.  0. 

Linctus  and   Lotions,  per  ounce a  3.  6. 

Lozenges,  per  ounce a.  3.  o. 

Mixtures  compounded  of  aqueous  and   spirituous, 

and  Saline  or  solid  substances,  per  ounce o.  1.  0. 

Mixtures  compaundcd   of   aqueou:<   and    spirituous, 

such  as  Tinctures,  Elixirs.  Essences,  Ac.  per 

oz a  J.  9. 

Ointments,  viz.  Merc- fort,  per  ounce Ol  a.  6. 

Do.  nit.,  per  ounce O.  a.  O. 

PilU,  viz.  Calhart.,  one  dose a  2.  o. 

Mercur,  per  dose a  1.  6. 

Anodyn,   per   dose a  I.  a 

Alterative,  per  dose a  2.  o. 

Pottoni  cachart.,  with  ruaiina,  per  ounce a  4.  a 

Powders,       Cathart  f  Rhubarb,  per  dose a  3.  0. 

v'tz,                   \  Ml  others,  per  dose a  a.  o. 

Powders  Emetic,  per  dose o.  a.  a. 

Do.  Alterative,  per  dose O.  I.  O. 

Salts  Cathartic,  per  dose a  I.  6, 

Do.  will]  manna.  1  ounce,  per  dose a  3.  o. 

Tartar  Cream  of.  per  dose a  1.  6. 

All  medicines  charged  by  the  dose  to  persons  under 

three  years  of  age  one-fourth  less  than  to 

those  above  that  age. 

Tinctures,  per  ounce a  3.  o. 

Salivation,  including  medicmes 3.  00.  o. 

Simple  Gonorrbnen.  incltid.  do 2.  5.  o. 

Gonorrb.    attended    with    Chancres,    or    particular 

trouble  3.  00.  o. 

"  All  other  prescribed  forms  not  here  specified,  to  be  submitted 

to  the  direction  of  the  Society,  and  rated  as  near  as  possible  to  the 
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Icoor  of  this  Tabic.  The  Society  reserve*  to  themselves  the  right, 
at  all  times  hereafter,  of  making  all  »uch  alterations  in  and  addi- 
tions lo  this  Table,  as  shall  appear  to  Ihetn  just  and  expodient. 

"  RoBT.  McKzAN,  President 

"Resolved  and  enaeled.  That  every  member  of  thin  Society,  shall 
at  all  times  hereafter,  when  he  makes  out  a  bill,  charge  exactly 
agreeable  to  the  preceding  fixed  rates,  without  addition  or  diminti- 
ikm.  and  shall  deliver  it  in  (his  form  and  no  other.  But  it  is 
nevertheless  meant  and  intended,  that  every  member  afterwards 
be  at  liberty  to  abate  what  part  of  such  bills  he  may  think  proper, 
on  account  of  poverty,  Irtctidi^hip,  or  other  laudable  motives,  but 
on  no  other  consideration  whatever,  under  pain  of  expulsion. " 

A  Medical  Society  o£  New  York. 

Wickes  "^  quotes  from  Dr.  Peter  Middleton's  "  Intro- 
ductory lecture  at  the  Opening  of  the  Medical  School  in 
King's  College."  in  November,  1769.  his  mention  of  the 
"institution  of  Societies,"  or  "well-regulated  Associa- 
tions of  Gentlemen"  for  the  advancement  of  the  profes- 
sion, and  the  doctor's  remark,  *'  .A.nd  permit  nie  to  add 
as  otic  of  the  many  instances  of  the  utility  of  these  socie- 
ties, that  whatever  merit  there  is  in  the  present  Institu- 
tion, it  was  first  planned  and  concluded  upon  in  a  Medical 
Society  now  subsisting  in  this  place ;  and  May  It  Long 
Subsist." 

Dr.  Wickes  thought  this  society  to  be  identical  with 
that  in  existence  in  1749,  but  it  would  seem  that  there  is 
too  great  a  hiatus  in  our  knowledge  of  ihc  existence  of  a 
society  to  warrant  a  belief  that  one  had  remained  in  con- 
tinuous being  through  all  those  years.  It  is  hardly  likely 
that  it  would  remain  totally  unnoticed  in  contemporary 
medical  annals. 

In  the  Library  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine 
Wickes   found  a  manuscript   book  of   minutes,   called 
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"  Minutes  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  from  Nov.  14,  1794,  to  July  8,  t8o6,"  It  begins 
as  follows:  "A  number  of  Medical  Gentlemen  wishing 
to  associate  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  friendly  pro- 
fessional intercourse,  determined  to  meet  at  the  City  Hall, 
on  the  evening  of  Nov.  14,  1794.  when  there  appeared," 
following  which  are  the  names  of  eighteen  physicians. 
Then  "  After  some  conversation  on  the  subject  of  tlie 
meeting,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  ihc  present 
associates  will,  on  the  dissolution  of  the  Society  known 
by  the  name  of  the  '  Medical  Society,'  form  themselves 
into  a  Society  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  that  they  will  use 
the  seal  of  the  same." 

Hence  it  would  appear  that  the  Medical  Society  o£  the 
State  of  New  York  is  the  immediate  and  legitimate  de- 
scendant of  the  medical  society  mentioned  by  Dr.  Middle- 
tun  in  his  address. 

In  1806  this  "  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York"  became  the  "  Medical  Society  of  tlic  County  of 
New  York." 

The  American  Medical  Society. 

In  the  Universal  Asylum  and  Columbian  Magasine 
for  April,  1790,  we  find  the  following  account  of  the 
American  Medical  Society: 

"  Ak  Account  of  tdk  Amoucan  Mkmcal  Society. 

"In  the  year  1773  a  number  of  .students  who  had  assembled  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  from  different  parts  of  the  ODntinent.  to  hear 
the  Lectures  of  the  Medical  Profcft»orii,  thought  that  the/  might 
derive  some  ad^-antage  from  associating  themselves,  in  order  to 
discuss  various  questions  in  the  healing  art,  and  to  communicate 
to  each  other  their  observations  on  different  subjects.  Such  asso- 
ciations had  been  found  highly  liencficial  to  the  students  of  medicine 
in  Europe,  and  it  was  thought  might  be  still  more  so  in  a  country. 
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the  diieasei  ud  nmrdiex  o(  wHkh  bad  not  b«n  fully  CKpfciged. 
These  id<M  gKTt  riat  to  tht  Aowrkan  Modioli  Society,  wfakk  mmm 
ranks  Bmoiig  its  mcmben  natty  of  tfac  raou  raspecttbte 
characters  on  thU  Continott. 

"Tlic  object  of  thin  Society  U  the  promotion  of  medical 
in  iteneral.  by  collcclinB  nuicriali  for  iccarktc  histories  of  diiruMi 
as  they  atipcitr  in  thi.s  country,  by  Kcorditqc  cvtD  anomakMis  cbsc^ 
which  may  have  a  tendency  to  throw  light  upon  the  nature  of  a 
particukr  discafc,  or  upon  inime  part  of  the  animal  economy,  by 
pointicg  out  the  effecls  and  u»ii  of  new  remedies  or  of  tbow  wtttch 
have  been  already  in  u»e,  by  explainine  the  nature  of  various  pro- 
cesses of  the  animal  economy,  and  in  i^liori  by  rccordins  and  pre- 
serving whatever  may  have  a  tendency  lo  give  mi>rc  accurate  ideaj 
of  the  nature  of  diseases  and  of  the  means  of  removing  them. 

"TTic  euayi  which  have  from  time  to  lime  been  read  before  ibe 
■ociely,  have  amonntcd  lo  n  considerable  number,  As  it  was  thoagfat 
that  the  ptibli«hing  of  some  of  them  would  extend  the  beneiits  of 
the  Society  beyond  its  more  immediate  memhcrs,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  select  stich  essays  as  might  appear  worth)'  of  public 
notice.  The  Constitution  is  now  published  in  order  to  show  the 
nature  of  the  Society,  and  in  spme  measure  to  serve  as  an  intro' 
ductlon  to  kubscquont  publicatioos. 

"■  OjNSTmrnoN  OF  run  AucaiCAK  Medical  Sonirv. 

"A«T.  I.  The  Society  shall  be  called  the  American  Medical 
Society, 

"  AliT.  a.  It  shall  coniist  of  Senior  and  Junior  members. 

*'A«T.  3.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice-President,  a 
Treasurer  and  a  Secretary,  to  be  chosen  by  ballot  on  the  ist  Mon- 
day in  November  annually,  Thc«  shall  also  be  a  Perpetual  Sec- 
retary, The  President,  Treasurer  and  Perpetnal  Secretary.  »liaU 
be  elected  from  amongnt  the  Senior  members,  the  Vice-President 
and  Annual  Secretary  from  amongst  the  Juniors. 

"  AaT.  4-  The  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-President,  or 
oldest  Junior  member  present,  shall  regulate  the  business  of  the 
meeting,  and  where  the  voices  are  equal  he  shall  give  the  casting 
vote. 

'■  The  Treasurer  Rhall  collect  the  contributions  and  fines  due 
from  the  members,  and  at  the  close  of  every  session  shall  render 
an  exact  account  of  his  receipts  and  disbursements.  He  shall  he  a 
resident  in  the  city. 

"The  Perpetual  Secretary  shall  perform  the  office  of  Ubrarfan. 
and  shall  preserve  the  seal,  and  all  communications  made  to  the 
Society.    He  shall  be  a  resident  in  the  city. 
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"The  Annual  Secretary  shall  keep  exact  minutes  of  the  tnns- 
actton!)  of  the  Society,  shall  collect  ballots,  notify  the  election  or 
rejection  of  ca^ndidatcs,  and  introduce  them,  when  elected,  to  the 
Prcsid'enL 

"  Abt.  5.  The  election  of  every  candidate  ihall  be  by  ballot.  AD 
candidates  must  have  been  proposed  ai  l^ast  one  week  before  they 
can  be  balloted  for,  and  for  their  admission  the  concurrence  of 
two  thirds  of  the  member*  present  »tiall  be  necemary.  No  candi- 
dates for  Junior  membership  shall  be  proposed  except  from  the  first 
of  November  to  tlie  Ia»t  of  January  followins  iticlustve.  Any  mem- 
ber who  divulges  the  proposal  or  rejection  of  a  candidate,  shall  be 
expel  led. 

"Aat.  6.  Candidates  for  Senior  members  must  be  persons  dis- 
tinguished for  medical  knowledge.  Those  who  have  bem  two  years 
Junior  members,  and  such  as  during  that  time  Ei^aduaie  in  medi- 
cine, shall  become  Senior  members  without  any  ftirthcr  election. 

"  Art.  7,  Candidntes  for  Junior  membership  shall  read  and 
defend  before  the  Society  a  dissertation  on  some  philosophical  sub- 
ject connected  with  medicine. 

"  Am.  8,  Every  Junior  member  on  his  admission  shall  sign  this 
Constitution  in  testimony  of  his  consent  to  be  icovemed  thereby. 
He  .shall  receive  a  certificate  of  his  membership  signed  by  the 
President  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  Society.  He  shall  pay 
into  the  hands  of  tEte  Treasurer,  annually,  the  sum  of  two  dollars. 

"  Ari.  0,  A  majority  of  the  Junior  members  residing  in  the 
city,  together  with  the  Seniors  then  present  shall  constitute  a 
qnonim  competent  to  the  transaction  of  all  business. 

"  Art,  10.  At  every  stated  meeting,  whtn  no  candidates  offer, 
one  or  more  medical  cases  or  dissertations  shall  be  read  by  Junior 
members  in  rotation,  the  subject  of  which  shall  be  at  the  choice 
of  the  reader,  who  shall  answer  to  the  free  and  candid  examina- 
tion of  the  members,  any  of  whom  may  join  with  him  in  support 
of  his  sentiments. 

"Art,  II  .\  correct  copy  of  every  dissertation  or  ca?e  read 
before  the  Society  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary,  within  two 
weeks  after  being  read. 

"  Ajit,  12.  The  Society  shall  meet  on  the  ist  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber annually,  a  notilicatfon  of  which  shall  be  made  by  the  Secretary 
in  the  public  paper*.  Meeting'*  *hall  afterwards  be  held  weekly 
until  the  second  Monday  in  February  following. 

"  AsT.  13.  In  order  to  the  partial  or  total  repeal  or  amendment 
of  this  Constitution,  a  proposal  to  that  purpose  must  be  given  to 
the  President  in  writing,  be  read  by  him  to  the  Society,  and  en- 
tered upon  the  minutes  two  wcek»  liefore  it  shall  be  taken  up  for 


.■.•.-...■iv  OF  y^- 


\  M..  A- 


,^.-,   ■;  v^t  the  Ameiie: 
:^         .V  vMiHfrs  subsecji]cnti\ 
.'•0  various  numbers  of  v. 
,   ;,'':.:ii  Magazine  along-  wii 
.,  .  :;-".s  uiKin  Female  Education.'"  " 
■„    iv;c;!/tNi."  and  "The   Influence  oi 
\..'.  i    SoU!:e  of  Beauty,"  ami  historical  .u 
\-;!:;  .".  l'r:issia  or  the  American  Revolution, 
».\i  -I'lne  Snow  Mehing  on  a  Lady's  Bosom' 
:u\»ii!i);  a  Lady  lament  the  short  lived  pleasure  -> 
.iiut  ^luick  decay  of  Ijeauty,"  and  correspondence,  <>i 
a-.  s.nniiles  may  be  selected  "  A  letter,  containing  !■> 
*m1  .ind  literary  information,    (by  a  gentleman  in  L' 
iUmO,"  and  "  A  Letter,  on  simplicity  in  Manners,  and  tli. 
iniiHirtance  of  religious  opinions,    (by  a  gentleman   in 
Wilmington)." 

In  the  number  for  May,  1790,  we  find  an  article  enti- 
tU'il  "  Two  Cases  of  Hepatitis,  read  before  the  American 
Mtnlical  Society,  January  27th,  1787,  by  Mr.  John  Pur- 
iiell  of  Maryland."  In  one  of  these  cases  an  autopsy  re- 
vealed the  correctness  of  the  diagnosis.  The  other  case 
recovered,  but,  "  about  a  year  and  a  half  after,  necessity 
and  domestic  unhappiness  drove  him  to  the  pernicious 
custom  of  drinking  rum.  which  in  a  very  short  time  ter- 
minated his  existence." 

In  the  Columbian  Magazine  for  July,  1790,  Samuel 
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Knox,  of  York  County,  Pennsyh-ania.  published  "  A 
Case  of  Scrophula;  read  before  the  American  Medical 
Society.  January  7.  1785."  The  man  was  a  patient  in 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

A  Medical  Society  composed  of  Harvard  Students. 

In  1771  there  were  a  number  of  students  at  Harvard 
College  interested  in  anatomical  studies  who  formed 
themselves  into  an  *'  Anatomical  Society,"  which  held 
private  meetings  for  the  discussion  of  medical  subjects 
and  were  very  proud  of  the  skeleton  which  was  in  their 
possession.  There  are  no  records  of  this  Society's  pro- 
ceedings extant,  and  the  few  facts  we  know  regarding  it 
can  hardily  justify  its  consideration  among  the  more 
serious  efforts  at  organization  by  medical  men. 

The  Boston  Medical  Society. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  1780.  a  meeting  of  physicians  was 
held  in  Boston,  and  they  constituted  themselves  the  Bos- 
ton Medical  Society.  Chief  among  them  were  Drs. 
Samuel  Danforth,  Isaac  Rand,  Jr.,  Thomas  Kast.  and 
John  Warren.  The  object  of  the  Society  was  to  regulate 
physicians'  fees.  Tlic  war,  now  drawing  to  a  close,  had 
upset  all  business  transactions  out  of  their  former  routine, 
and  the  high  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life  as  well  as  the 
depreciated  currency  then  in  circulation  required  a  chaim^ 
in  the  modes  of  payment  which  had  prevailed  before  the 
war.  Most  of  the  men  who  were  members  of  the  Boston 
Society  were  also  prominent  in  founding  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society. 

The  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 
The  Massachusetts   Medical   Society  was   ftmnded  in 
1781.     Its  history  has  been  very  fully  written  by  the 
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Hon.  Josiah  Bartlett  in  "  An  Historical  Sketch  of  the 
progress  of  Medical  Science  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  being  the  suhstaiicc  uf  a  tliscourse  read  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Medical  Socictj',  June  6,  iSio, 
with  alterations  and  additions,  to  January  i,  1813,"* 
and  by  Dr.  Samnel  Abbott  Green  in  "  A  Centennial  Ad- 
dress delivered  before  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society, 
at  Canibridge,  June  y,  1881."  From  their  accounts  I 
have  drawn  in  the  subsequent  pages. 

The  Society  was  incorporated  in  1781  by  the  following 
act: 

"  CoUUONWEALTn   OF  Massacohusetts 
"  In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1781 

"An  Acl  to  incorporate  certain  Physicians  by  the  Name  of  The 

Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 

''As  health  is  essentially  necessary  to  the  happiness  of  society; 
and  as  its  preservation  or  rccovcrj"  is  closely  connected  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  animal  economy,  and  of  the  propcrlie*  ant!  effeets 
of  medicines  i  and  as  the  benclit  of  medical  institutions,  fonncd 
on  liberiLl  principles,  and  encouraged  by  the  patrotiagt  of  the  law, 
is  univcrsalSy  acknowledged; 

"  Bt  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repretmta- 
lives  in  General  Court  assembied,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
That,  Nathaniel  Walker  Appleton.  William  Baylies.  Benjamin  Cur- 
tis, Samuel  Danforth,  Aaron  Dexter,  Shirley  Ewing.  John  Frink, 
Joseph  Gardner,  Samuel  Holtcn,  Edward  Augustus  Holyokc,  Ebene- 
Mr  Hunt,  Charles  Jarvis,  Tln^mas  Kasi,  Giles  Crouch  Kellogg,  John 
Lynn,  James  Lloyd,  Joseph  Ormc,  James  Pecker,  Oliver  Prcscott, 
Ch:irles  Pynchon.  Isaac  Rand,  jun..  Micaiah  Sawyer,  John  Sprague, 
Charles  Stockbridge.  John  Barnard  Swctt,  Cotton  Tufts.  John  War- 
ren. Thomas  Welsh,  Joseph  Whipple.  William  Whiting,  be.  and 
they  hereby  are  formed  into,  and  conslitttted  a  body  politic  and 
corporate,  by  the  name  of  The  Massachusetts  Medical  Sfjcicty ; 
and  thai  they  and  their  successor;^,  and  such  other  persons  as  iIiaII 
be  elected  in  the  manner  hereafter  mentioned,  shall  be  and  continue 
a  body  politic  and  corporate  by  the  same  name  forever. 


'Massachusetts    Historical    Society's    Collection,    second    series^ 
vol.  i.  p.  (05, 

*  Published  at  Boston  by  A.  Williams  and  Co.,  t88t. 
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"  ^nd  be  it  enacted  by  the  antkority  aforesaid.  That  the  fellows 
of  Miid  society  may  from  tim«  to  lime  elect  a  prc»idenl,  vicc-prc*i- 
denl,  and  secretary,  with  other  ollicers  as  ihey  shall  judge  necessary 
and  convenient:  and  they  the  fellows  of  satd  sucicly,  slmll  have 
full  power  and  authority  from  time  lo  time,  to  determine  and 
establish  the  names,  number  and  duty  of  their  several  officers,  and 
the  tecutrc  or  estate  they  shall  resjiectirely  have  in  their  offices; 
and  also  to  authorize  and  empower  their  president  or  some  other 
officer  to  administer  such  oaths  to  such  officers  as  they,  the  fel* 
lows  of  said  society,  shall  appoint  and  determine  for  the  well 
ordering  and  good  government  of  said  society,  provided  the  same 
be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  thik  commonwealth. 

"And  be  1/  enacted  by  the  aulfwrily  aforesaid.  That  the  fellows 
of  said  society  6hal1  have  one  common  seal,  and  power  to  break, 
change  and  renew  the  same  at  their  pleasure. 

"  /liij  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  they,  the 
fellows  of  said  society,  may  sue  and  b«  sued  in  all  actions,  real, 
personal  or  mixed,  and  prosecute  and  defend  the  same  into  final 
judgment  and  execution,  by  the  name  of  The  Massachusetts  Medi- 
cal Society. 

"And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  fellows 
of  said  society  may  from  time  to  time  cleet  such  prrsons  to  be  fel- 
low* thereof.  a«  they  shall  judge  proper;  and  that  they,  the  fel- 
lows of  said  society,  shall  have  power  to  suspend,  expel  or  dis- 
franchise any  fellows  of  said  society. 

"And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  fellows 
of  said  society  shall  have  full  power  to  make  and  enact  such  rules 
and  bye  laws  tor  the  better  Rovcmmcnt  of  said  society,  as  are  tiot 
repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth;  and  10  annex  reason- 
able fines  and  penalties  to  the  breach  of  them,  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  Itvrnly  pounds,  tt>  be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  said  society. 
and  to  their  o*.'n  use.  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  common- 
wealth proper  to  try  the  same,  and  also  to  establish  the  lime  and 
manner  of  convening  the  fellows  nf  said  society:  and  also  to  de- 
termine the  number  of  fellows  that  shall  be  present  to  constitute  a 
meeting  of  said  society;  and  also  that  the  number  of  said  society, 
who  are  inhabitants  of  this  commonwealth,  shall  not  at  any  one 
time  be  more  than  seventy,  nor  less  than  ten;  and  that  their  meet- 
ings shall  be  held  in  the  town  of  Boston,  or  such  other  place  within 
this  commonwealth,  as  a  majority  of  the  members  present  in  a  legal 
meeting,  shall  judge  most  fit  and  convcnienL 

"  And  whereas  it  is  clearly  of  importance,  that  a  just  discrimina- 
tion shonld  be  made  between  such  as  are  duly  educated  and 
properly  qualified  for  the  duties  of  their  profession,  and  those  who 
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^mgrmtlj  »mj  mieMgJtf 


mf^iemt,   sAcrrfry    the 


wlCt$   Iff   IH0KJ 


miiriimBtr 


b*  tn4amtered. 


'Be  it  Ihtrefore  eitoettd  bj  the  aalbaritf  afortta^,  ThxZ  the 
prcsMksl  and  Cdlows  o<  aid  tcdety.  or  tatk  of  tlKir  oficcrs  or 
tdlom  as  ifaer  thafl  afpoiat,  sinll  have  ftdl  power  ad  mdioritr. 
to  ntamrng  all  cwdiditw  for  tlie  practice  of  fbftie  and  wai^trjt 
(who  ikaQ  offer  UwnuciTcs  for  grafntnatioB.  rapcctiic  their  ikm 
ta  ibeir  profcsnon)  and  if  apon  ladh  fxinwiurion,  the  said  caiufi« 
dates  ihall  be  fosad  drilled  is  their  pro£e»ioa,  and  fined  lor  tfaa 
practice  of  it.  Ifac7  <hall  receirc  the  apfMofaation  of  the  iocietjr,  hi 
letters  testinioinal  of  mch  rrarmMliow.  mdcr  the  seal  of  the  said 
jodcQTf  siKoed  bj  tbe  president,  or  soch  other  penoa  or  persons 
as  lliall  be  ^ipoimed  for  that  purpose. 

"  A»d  bf  i!  fttrttur  enaettd  by  the  amtkofitj  aforftatd,  Thu  if 
tbe  iaid  president,  and  stich  other  person  or  persons,  so  elected  and 
appointed  for  the  purpoK  of  examining  candidates  as  aforesaid, 
shall  obstinately  rcftue  to  examine  any  candidate  »o  offering  him- 
self for  examination  as  aforesaid,  each  and  ercrj  each  person  so 
elected  and  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  sttbject  to  a  fine  of 
Onf  hundrtd  foumdi,  t4  be  reeorered  by  the  said  candidate,  and 
to  his  own  Pie,  in  any  court  within  this  conunoowealth  proper  to 
try  the  same. 

''And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  anthority  aforetaid.  That  the 
fellows  of  said  society  may,  and  shall  forever  be  deemed  capable 
in  law,  of  having,  holding  and  taking  in  fee  simple  or  any  less 
estate  by  gift,  grant  or  devise  or  otherwise,  any  land,  leoement  or 
other  esutc.  real  or  personal:  provided  tbe  annual  income  of  the 
whole  real  estate  that  may  be  given,  granted  or  devised  to,  or 
ptirchased  by  the  said  society,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  poundt,  and  the  anntial  income  or  interest  of  said  per- 
sonal estate,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  six  hundrtd  pounds;  all 
the  sums  mentioned  tn  this  act  to  be  valued  in  silver  at  six  shillings 
and  eight  pence  per  ounce;  and  the  annual  income  or  interest  of  the 
said  real  and  personal  estate,  together  with  the  fines  and  penalties 
paid  to  said  society,  or  recovered  by  them,  shall  be  appropriated  to 
SDch  pnr^ses  as  are  consistent  with  tbe  end  and  design  of  the 
institution  of  said  society,  and  as  the  fellows  thereof  shall  determine. 

"And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  first  meeting  of  the  said 
Medical  Society  shall  be  held  in  some  convenient  place  in  the  town 
of  Boston;  and  that  Edward  Augustus  Holyoke.  Esq..  be,  and  be 
hereby  it,  authorised  and  directed  to  fix  the  lime  for  holding  the 
said  meeting,  and  to  notify  the  same  to  the  fellows  of  said  Medical 
Society. 
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"In  the  House  or  Repressntativks,  October  30,  1781 
"  This  bill    having  had   three   several    readings  passed    to   be 
enacted. 

"MATllANlliL  GOILUAU.  SpCOkcr. 

"  Ik  Sknatk.  Korember  i,  1781. 
"  This  bill  having  had  two  several  readings,  passed  to  be  en- 
acted. 

"  Samuel  Adaus,  President. 
"A  true  copy  Approved  JoaK   HaKCOCK. 

"Attest 

**JoHN  AvcRY,  jmt..  Secretary." 

In  The  Boston  Gasette  and  the  Country  Journal"  for 
November  17,  1781,  Dr.  Holyokc  published  a  notice 
calling  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  as  directed  by  its  act 
of  incorporation.  This  meeting  was  held  in  the  County 
Court-House,  in  Boston,  on  November  28,  1781,  and 
there  were  present  at  it  nineteen  of  the  thirty-one  cor- 
porators. Dr.  Holyoke  was  elected  president,  Dr.  Isaac 
Rand,  Jr.,  secretary,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Welsh,  treasurer, 
all  of  the  appointments  being  merely  pro  tern. 

At  the  third  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  on  June  5» 
1782,  a  permanent  organization  was  effected  and  the  fol- 
lowing officers  elected : 

President,  Edward  Augustus  Holyoke.  Esq. 
Vice-Preiideni.  Dr.  James  Pecker. 

Dr.  Samuel  Danforth, 

Dr,  Joseph  Gardner, 

Hon.  Samuel  Hotten,  Esq.. 

Jamp*  I.Ioj'd,  Ksq., 

Ur.  Isaac  Rand.  Jun., 
^  Hon.  Cotton  Tufts. 
Corre*ponding  Sccreiary,  Dr,  John  Barnard  Swctt. 
Recording  SecreUry,  Dr.  Nathaniel  Walker  Applcton. 
Treasurer.  Dr.  Thomas  Welsh. 
Vice-Treasurer  and  Librarian,  Dr.  .\aron  Dexter. 


Counsellors. 
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Censors,  . 


Dr.  Simucl  Danforth. 
Dr.  Charles  Jarvis, 
Dr.  Joseph  Orme, 
Hon.  Cotton  Tufts,  Esq^ 
Dr.  John  Warreo. 


The  Society  adopted  as  its  seal  "  A  Figure  of  i^^scu- 
lapius  in  his  proper  habit  pointing  to  a  wounded  Hart 
nipping  the  Herb  proj^r  for  his  Cure,"  with  the  motto 
"  natura  duce." 

The  presidents  of  the  Society  were  as  follows : 


I.  Edward  A.  Holyokc 

3.  Wm.  Rnectand,  1784. 

3.  Edward  A.  Holyoke,  1786. 

4.  Cotton  TuftH,  1787. 


Samuel  Danforth.  1795. 
iHaac  Rand,  1796. 
John  Warren,  1804. 


The  vice-presidents  during  the  same  period  were, — 

I.  James  Pecker,  1782.  6. 

X  Cotton  Tufls.  1785.  7. 

3.  Isaac  Rand.  Sr..  1767.  8. 

4.  Samuel  Danforth,  1790.  9. 

5.  Samuel  Holtcn,   1795. 


luac  Rand,  1797. 
Ebenezcr  Hunt,  1798. 
John  Warren,  1800. 
Joshua  Fisher,  iSOrf. 


In  1785  the  Society  appointed  corresponding  and  ad- 
vising committees  for  the  different  counties  of  Massa- 
chusetts in  which  medical  associations  were  formed  to 
promote  professional  intercourse  and  progress. 

In  1789  the  Society  prescribed  the  studies  necessary  to 
a  candidate  for  their  license  to  practise.  They  ordained 
that  every  candidate  mu.st  have  a  competent  knowledge 
of  Greek,  Latin,  the  principles  of  geometry,  and  experi- 
mental philosophy,  and  that  the  jieriod  of  instruction 
should  in  no  case  be  less  than  three  years,  with  attendance 
on  the  practice  of  a  reputable  physician.  A  subsequent 
by-law  adopted  as  a  regulation  that  after  the  4th  of  June, 
1813,  no  candidate  should  be  admitted  to  an  examination 
imless  he  had  previously  stiidied  with,  and  attended  the 
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practice  of  a  fellow  or  honorary  member  of  the  Society. 
The  Society  made  trienniaHy  publications  of  authors  to 
be  studied,  by  which  the  most  modern  valuable  contribu- 
tions to  medical  science  were  circulated.  The  censors 
met  for  the  examination  of  candidates  for  hccnscs  once 
every  four  months.  The  first  hcense  was  granted  in 
1782. 

In  1790  the  Society  issued  a  number  of  "  Medical 
Papers."  For  want  of  funds  the  second  vohimc  did  not 
make  its  appearance  until  i8o5.  The  third  appeared  in 
1808.  These  three  numbers  completetl  tiie  first  vc^Iunie 
of  the  series  of  "  Medical  Communications  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society." 

In  March,  1803,  the  Society  had  an  act  passed  by  the 
Legislature  wliich  allowed  tliem  to  admit  any  number  of 
persons  to  fellowship,  instead  of  limiting  the  member- 
ship to  seventy,  as  had  been  done  by  the  act  of  incorpora- 
tion. 

In  1&08  Drs.  James  Jackson  and  John  Collins  Warren 
published  a  Phamiacopccia  with  the  official  sanction  of  the 
Society,  its  object  being  to  introduce  a  uniform  nomen- 
clature and  to  bring  about  greater  uniformity  in  physi- 
cians' prescriptions. 

In  1810  Dr.  James  Thacher  published  "The  Ameri- 
can New  Dispensary,"  also  with  the  official  sanction  of 
the  Society,  having  as  its  basis  the  Pharmacopceia  of 
Jackson  and  Warren. 

In  the  year  1831  the  Society  began  the  publication  of 
"  The  Library  of  Practical  Medicine,"  consisting  oi  re- 
prints of  famous  foreign  works  on  medicine,  as  well  as 
of  works  by  its  members.  This  useful  series  numbered 
twenty-five  volumes  before  the  Society  stopped  its  publi- 
cation in  1868. 

"  The  Publications  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  So- 
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cicty"  began  in  i860,  and  were  continued  until  1871. 
They  consist  nf  reports  of  cases  and  jiapers  read  at  the 
Society's  meetings,  which  are  comprised  in  three  pub- 
lislied  volumes.  After  187 1  papers  of  this  character  were 
printed  in  the  Society's  "  Communications." 

The  Medical   Society  of  New   Haven  County  and   the 
Connecticut  State  Medical  Society. 

As  earty  as  the  year  1763  we  find  the  physicians  of 
Norwich,  Connecticut,  attempting  to  organize  themselves, 
and  petitioning  the  General  Court  of  the  colony  of  Con- 
necticut for  an  act  of  incorporation  giving  the  physi- 
cians of  tlie  colony  a  right  to  meet  in  a  body  and  adopt 
measures  to  regulate  tlie  practice  of  medicine  in  the 
colony. 

The  menioriat  is  so  interesting  that  1  have  reprinted  it : 

"To  THE  Honourable  General  Assembly  or  the  Colony  or 
Connecticut  to  be  Held  at  New  Haven  the  second  Thursday  of 
October  next — The  Meoiorial  o(  us  the  Subscribers  Physicians  in 
said  Colony  Humbly  sheweth  That  whereas  life  is  the  most  De- 
sirable of  all  Sublunary  Enjoyments  and  Health  so  invaluable  a 
Blessing  that  without  it  in  some  Degree  Life  is  little  Worth  and 
that  the  Fromoting  Medical  Kiic^wledge  among  Pliysiciani  is  the 
Keccssary  and  direct  means  to  Restore  health  and  even  Preserve 
Life  and  is  of  greai  Importance  as  it  will  Render  The  Practice  of 
Physic  more  safe  and  Serviceable  to  the  Patient  and  at  the  same 
time  yeald  more  Satisfaction  and  Honour  To  the  Profession— 

"  And  whereas  more  than  one  hundred  years  have  already  passed 
away  since  the  Planting  this  Colony  and  Nothing  has  been  Publickly 
done  to  Distinguish  between  the  Honest  and  Ingenuous  Physician 
and  the  Quack  or  Emperical  Pretender  by  Reason  of  which  Im- 
posltirc  and  Imposition  has  been  and  is  still  but  too  Commonly 
Practised  among  us  to  the  greM  Injury  of  the  People  at,  well  as 
the  Disparagement  of  the  Prnfession — We  your  Honours  Memo- 
rialists would  therefore  humbly  pray  your  Honours  to  Take  the 
Matter  under  your  wise  Coniiidcraliim  and  Order  &  Enact  that  the 
Physicians  in  each  County  in  this  Colony  for  their  Mutual  Edifica- 
tion and  Instruction  have  Liberty  and  power  To  meet  ToKCther 
in  their  Respective  Counties  at  sttch  time  and  Place  as  they  shall 
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Appoint  once  in  ihree  months  and  at  the  First  of  such  their  Meet- 
ings choose  a  Committee  of  three  or  More  approved  Physicians  to 
Continue  for  the  space  o£  one  year  iind  Aiitiually  to  be  Choten 
such  Committee  for  the  time  Being  to  have  full  power  to  Examine 
and  if  found  duly  Qualified  Approve  such  Candidates  for  the 
Practice  of  Physic  who  shall  offer  Themselves  (or  Examination 
and  if  any  Person  offering  himself  Shall  be  Adjudged  not  Quali- 
fied and  so  not  approved  by  such  Committee  that  such  Person  may 
apply  himself  to  any  County  and  be  there  Examined  AntI  Deter- 
mined by  iuch  meetiiiK  and  Approved  of  if  they  think  Fit  by  Proper 
Certificate  and  that  for  the  future  no  Person  or  Persona  that  are 
not  Already  deemed  Physicians  who  shall  pretend  in  Practise 
Physic  without  such  Approbation  first  had  And  Obtained  Appear- 
ing by  Pruper  Certifiicate  be  Allowed  to  Bring  or  Maintain  any  Ac- 
tion against  any  Person  or  Persons  To  Recover  any  Debt  Demand 
or  other  thing  for  any  service  he  or  they  sliall  Pretend  to  have 
done  or  Presumed  as  a  Physician — Or  otherwise  Enact  and  order 
some  proper  regulation  for  the  Practice  of  Physic  as  vn  your  Wis- 
dom ^hatl  be  thought  most  Proper  And  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall 
ever  Pray 

"  THEorniLDS  Rogers  Joshua  Perkins   Physician 

Joshua  Downeh  Eusiia  Thacy 

CvntL  Carpenter  Moses  Morris 

Pur.  Tuxker  John    Barker 

Obaoiau  KiHSBtntY  Eusba  Lord 

Ebekezek  Robikson 
"  Dated  at  Norwich  The  27th  day  of  Septf  1763 
"  In  the  Lower  House 

"  Tlie  Question  was  put  whether  any  thing  should  be  gratited 
on.  this  Memorial — 

"  Reaolved  in  the  Negative 

"Test      Abrx  Davintort  Clerk." 

Til  1766  an  attempt  to  effect  the  same  object  was  made 
by  the  physicians  of  Litchfield  County.  This  likewise 
was  abortive. 

On  April  12,  J774,  a  notice  was  inserted  in  the  Con- 
necticut Couraiit  calling  on  the  physicians  of  New  Lon- 
don County  to  meet  and  foim  an  organization  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  legislation  on  medical  matters.  A 
similar  notice  appeared  in  the  same  paper  in  April  for 
the  Hartford  County  physicians. 
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In  the  Courant  for  September  14,  1779,  the  following 
was  published: 

"  Resolution  passeil  at  a  mcetiag  of  Fhys  from  Mass.,  York,  & 
Conn.  States 

"  The  end  of  society  is  the  common  welfare  &  the  good  of  th« 
jieoplc  Associated.  The  end  of  thi»  meeting  is  to  form  a  Medical 
Society,  to  unite  its  members  in  a  cordial  affection,  to  add  life  and 
viffour  to  tlie  healing  an  —  to  suppress  quackarism  isic]  &  encour- 
age medical  knowledge  &  virtue  .  .  .  One  of  the  greatest  eviU 
mankind  iuffer  ii  disease  &  2ndly  the  miserable  ignorant  &  in- 
judicious  application  of  medicine.  Imagine  n  person  groaning 
under  the  pangs  of  some  disease  or  the  anguish  of  some  wotind. 
An  ignorant  pretender  is  called  in  for  asai&tance  by  who&e  ^pli- 
cation the  patient  instantly  expires  or  a  foundation  laid  that  the 
patient  spins  out  a  miserable  existence.  .  .  . 

"To  form  rules  quadrate  with  the  rights  of  mankind  in  general 
&  this  Soc.  in  particular  will  be  the  design  of  this  meeting  &  to 
adopt  STich  rules  as  the  society  agree  to  &c  &c — where  upon  we 
resolve  Jst  That  this  meeting  shall  be  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  Sharon. 

"3nd  That  we  will  choose  a  president  ft  clerk  &c  (accord'g  to 
the  usual  forms  of  organization) 

"  Dated  at  Sharon  July  5.  1779 

"  OUVES  Tuu-ER,  Ok 

"N.  B. 

"Any  Gentlrnicn  of  the  Faculty  that  arc  disposed  to  join  this 
Med.  Soc.  will  meet  with  a  kind  reception  on  the  last  Tuesday 
of  Sept  next  or  on  any  of  our  future  meetings." 


All  the  above-mentioned  organizations  proved  verj- 
ephemeral  in  character,  but  in  1784  was  formed  the  Medi- 
cal Society  of  New  Haven  Cotmty.  This  Society  pos- 
sesses the  proud  distinction  of  publishing  the  first  volume 
of  transactions  ever  issued  by  a  medical  society  in  the 
United  States.  This  volume  was  published  under  the 
title  "  Cases  and  Observations  by  the  Medical  Society  of 
New  Haven  County  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  Insti- 
tuted in  the  Year  1784 — Published  in  1788." 

The  preface  states  that 
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"a  number  of  Physicians  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  Haven 
stimulated  by  the  importance  of  the  object,  and  the  laudable  ex- 
ample of  the  faculty  in  the  various  nations  o(  Europe,  and  in  some 
parts  of  America,  formed  %  society  in  the  year  1784,  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  themselves  in  Medical  Knowledse." 

The  volume  contains  one  cut,  of  a  deformed  fffitus, 
and  twenty-six  papers  with  the  following  titles: 

Article  I.  Ca«e  of  Mnsultus  fro:ti  an  adhc»ion  of  the  Liver  to 
the  DiapliraBm,  proving  fatal.  Coinniunicatcd  by  Dr.  Samuel  Nes* 
bitt.  F.M.S. 

Article  11.  Case  of  Puerperal  Fever  successfully  treated.  Com- 
nuinicaCcd  by  Dr.  EInathan  Beach,  F.M.S. 

Article  III.  Two  cases  o£  difficult  Deglutition  from  extraneous 
bodies  lodged  in  the  CuLa.    By  Dr.  Abraham  Toralinson,  F.M.S. 

Article  IV.  Case  of  a  Fractured  cranium  successfully  treated. 
By  John  Spalding.  Surgeon,  F.M.S. 

Article  V.  Case  of  a  Gangrene  of  the  Scfolum.  By  Dr.  Leverett 
Hubbard,  F.M.S. 

Article  VI.  Case  of  Lock'd  Jaw  successfully  treated  by  Elec- 
tricity.   By  Dr.  Eneas  Munson,  F.M.S. 

Article  VII.  Case  of  an  Hacmalcmests  successfully  treated.  By 
Dr.  Samuel  Ncsbill.  F.M.S. 

Article  VIII.  Case  of  an  Enteritis  —  Communication.  By  Dr. 
Ebeiie^er  Beardtly,  F.M.S. 

Article  IX.  Case  of  a  dcfdrmcd  Partus,  with  a  cut  Communi- 
cated by  Dr.  Leverett  Hubbard,  F.M.S. 

fVrticle  X.  Case  nf  the  faut  effects  of  the  corrosive  sublimate  of 
Mercury.     By  Dr.  I-cvi  Ives,  F.M.S. 

Article  XI,  Case  of  the  fatal  e(Tects  of  driokins  cold  water  when 
heated.    By  Dr.  Samuel  Ncsbitt  F.M.S. 

Article  XII.  Case  of  an  Asthenia  from  an  extraordinary  cause. 
By  Dr.  Samuel  Ncsbitt,  F.M.S. 

Article  Xfll.  Case  of  an  Hydrocephalus  tntemus.  By  Dr. 
Ebenezer  Bcardsly.  F.M.S. 

Article  XIV.  Caie  of  a  Scirrhous  Tumour  in  the  Pylorus.  By 
Dr.  Ehenczcr  Bcardsly,  F.M.S. 

Article  XV.  Case  of  a  singular  wound  in  the  Eye.  By  John 
Spalding,  Surgeon,  F.M.S. 

Article  XVI.  Case  of  a  Peripncumony.  By  Dr.  Ebeneier 
Bcardsly.  F.M.S. 

Article  XVII.  Caec  of  an  amputation  of  Ihc  leg  in  consequence 
of  a  divided  artery.    By  John  Spalding.  Surgeon.  F.M.S. 
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Anicle  XVm.  A  letwr  from  Dr.  Humphrey  Gale,  F.M.S.,  oa 
the  bite  of  b  mad  dog.  CommunicBted  by  Br.  Leverelt  Hubbard, 
F.MS. 

Article  XIX.  Caw  showing  the  good  effects  of  the  antiphlogistic 
regimen  in  the  eruptive  variolous  (ever.  By  Dr.  Samuel  Nexbitt. 
F.M.S. 

Article  XX.  History  of  a  dysentery  occasioned  by  sluKnant  air. 
By  Dr.  Ebetvezer  Bcardsly.  F.M.S. 

Article  XXI.  Case  of  a  division  of  (he  tcndo  AchiUis.  By  Dr. 
Samuel  Nesbitt,  F.M.S. 

.Article  XXII.  Case  of  a  wound  in  the  Trachea  Arteria  and 
v££ophagu£.    By  John  Spalding,  Surgeon,  F.M.S. 

Article  XXIII.  Case  of  an  enlarged  Gall-bladder.  By  Dr. 
Ebenc7er  Bcardsly.  F.M.S. 

Article  XXIV.  Case  of  Dysentery  Symptoms  from  worms.  By 
Dr.  Samuel  Ne^bitt.  F.M.S. 

Article  XXV.  Case  of  a  scirrhus  in  the  pylorus  of  an  infanL 
By  Dr.  Hezekiah  Bcardsly,  F.M.S. 

Article  XXVI.  Case  of  Calculi  in  the  Lnngs.  By  Dr.  Eneas 
Mtinson,  F.M.S. 

In  1791  the  Windham  Coutity  Medical  Society,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  canie  into  existence,  and  in  179a 
many  more  medical  societies.  In  1792  the  Connecticut 
State  Medical  Society  was  organized  and  received  its 
charter.  This  charter,  as  will  be  seen,  gave  the  Society 
very  complete  control  of  the  practice  of  medicine  in  the 
State : 


*'  Charter  of  tdk  Medicai  Socnrv  op  the  Stati  or  CottKtcrtaxT. 
(Enacted  in  May  1792) 

"  tVherfos  well  regulated  medical  societies  Uavc  been  found  to 
contribute  to  the  di^usion  of  tme  science,  and  particularly  the 
knowledge  of  ihe  healing  art;    Therefore, 

"  t.  Be  it  enacted  by  Ihe  Governor  and  Council  and  House  of 
Represtntalii'ts  in  General  Court  assembled,  thai  there  be  a  medical 
society  founded  within  this  sla,te,  lu  consist  of  the  following,  vix. 
James  Potter,  Leveret  Hubbard,  Charles  Phelps.  Joshua  Porter, 
Amos  Mead.  Charles  Matlier,  Josiah  Hart,  Eliaktm  Fish.  Samuel 
Ftagg,  Eneas  Munson,  Jarcd  Potter,  John  Lester,  David  Rogers, 
Philip    Turner.    EHsha    Perkins,    Isaac    Knight,    Daniel    Sheldon, 
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Phineas  Miller,  James  Schovillc,  Samuel  WuoJward,  Ichabod  War- 
ner. Jeremiah  West.  David  Sutton,  ElJhu  Tudor.  Timothy  Rogers, 
Joseph  Baker,  John  R-  Watrous,  Seth  Bird,  Minor  Grant.  Sinioa 
Wolrotl,  John  Osborn,  Asa  Hamilton,  Thcoijhilus  Rogers,  Lemuel 
Hopkins.  Philemon  Tracy,  Mason  F.  Cogswell,  Thaddcus  Rett*, 
Thomas  Coit.  Joshua  Downer.  Etnuthati  Beach.  John  Turner.  John 
Spalding,  Levi  Ive5,  James  Clarke.  Albigcnce  Watdo.  John  Dark, 
and  Elisha  Lord,  with  such  other  phjrsicians  and  snrgeon$.  as  shall 
hereafter  he  a]>pro%'ed  of,  and  admitted  from  time  to  time,  as  is 
herein  after  provided,  that  is  to  say.  the  physicians  and  snrgcons, 
livinK  in  the  respective  counties,  shall  have  liberty  10  meet  logeiher 
on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  September  next,  and  at  such  place  within 
their  respective  counties,  as  shall  be  appointed  by  Lemticl  Hopkins^ 
Eneas  Munson,  Simon  Wotcott,  Albigcnec  Waldo,  James  Potter. 
Seth  Bird,  Jeremiah  West,  and  John  Osborn;  and  hy  them  notified, 
by  advertis.iRg  in  some  public  Gazette  in  the  counties  in  whkh 
they  respectively  dwell,  and  when  so  met,  they  shall  have  authority 
by  their  major  vote  in  such  respective  meetings,  to  determine  the 
qualifications,  and  admission  of  their  own  members,  and  the  per- 
Sion*  wEin  »ha)l  thus  be  admitted,  «hall  ha*,'e  authority  tn  make  a 
choice  of  a  chairman  and  clerk,  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  such 
meetings. 

"  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  such  county  meetings  formed  as 
aforesaid,  and  all  future  county  meetings,  which  the  memhera  »0 
approved  and  as  aforesaid,  with  such  others  .-.s  shall  hereafter  be 
duly  approved  and  admitted  pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  annually 
hold  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  September,  which  they  arc  hcrriiy 
authorized  to  do,  and  at  such  place  as  th^y  shall  appoint  the  said 
future  meetings,  having  organired  themselves  with  a  chairman  and 
cterk.  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  authoriied  and  directed  to  choose  by 
ballot,  from  amongst  ihemselvei..  five  persons  from  each  county, 
except  for  the  county  of  Middlesex  and  Tolland,  and  three  for  each 
of  those  counties,  10  compose  a  convention  of  said  society:  which 
members  so  to  be  chosen  for  first  said  convention,  shall  meet  at  tht 
court  house  in  Middlctown,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October  next 
at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon;  and  for  the  future  annual  con- 
ventions at  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall  appoint,  and  bcinff 
so  met.  they  arc  hereby  authorized,  by  ballot  to  choose  a  president, 
vice-president,  treasnrcr.  and  secretary,  and  such  other  officers  as 
they  may  think  proper,  and  the  convention  so  formed,  shall  b« 
known  by  the  name  of  The  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Coo- 
necticiK  Medical  Society;  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term 
of  otic  >*car,  and  shall  have  full  power  to  make  by-laws  to  promote 
the  ends  of  said  society,  provided  they  be  not  repocnant  to  the 
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laws  of  this  stale  or  of  the  United  States,  and  may  expel  tnembers 
from  said  society,  for  any  misdemeanours  as  relative  to  &ald 
•Ociety;  to  appoint  examining  committees  in  the  retpcctivc  eoiui- 
ties,  who  shall  cxantiite  s^uch  candidates  as  may  offer  themselves  for 
that  purpoie.  and  licenM  such  as  shall  be  found  qualified  for  the 
practice  of  physic  or  surgery,  and  to  receive  them  on  their  desire 
as  members  of  said  society  in  ihdr  respective  counties;  to  confer 
honorary  degrees  on  oucli  of  the  faculty  as  they  may  from  time  to 
time  find  of  distinguished  merit,  to  purchase  and  hold  to,  and  for, 
the  benefit  of  said  !>octety,  property,  both  real  and  personal,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  sixteen  thousand,  six  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  dollars,  and  lo  manage,  improve  and  convey  the  same  for  the 
oommoa  good  and  interest  of  said  society,  and  may  have  a  com- 
mon seal,  and  the  same  alter  or  renew  at  their  pleasure;  and  the 
said  society,  in  their  corporate  capacity  may  sue  and  be  »ued  as 
other  societies  and  bodies  corporate  may  by  law,  as  relative  to  the 
contraeis,  right-i  and  interests,  of  said  society.  Twenty  members 
to  be  present  to  be  a  quorum  to  transact  the  business  of  said 
society. 

"  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several 
members  of  the  society,  according  to  their  ability,  to  communicate 
useful  information  to  each  other  in  their  respective  county  meet- 
ings, and  such  meetings  shall,  from  time  to  time,  transmit  lo.lhe 
convention,  ^uct)  curious  ca>es  and  observations,  as  may  come  to 
their  knowledge;  and  il  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  convention  to 
cause  to  be  published,  such  extraordinary  cases,  and  such  observa- 
tions on  the  Ktate  of  the  air,  and  on  epidemical  and  other  disorders 
as  they  may  think  proper,  and  the  said  ccimty  meetings  and  con- 
ventions shall  have  power  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time,  as  tlicy 
may  think  necessary,  to  promote  the  designs  of  their  institution. 

"4.  Be  il  further  enacted.  That  if  this  act.  or  anything  herein 
contained  shall  be  found  tnadequalc  or  inconvenient,  it  may  by  the 
genera]  assembly  be  altered,  amended  or  repealed." 


In  1800  the  charter  was  amended  by  the  addition  of  the 
following  clause: 

"Be  il  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Council  and  House  of 
Re^esentatives  in  Central  Court  ajsembled,  That  no  person  in 
future  shalE  commence  or  enter  upon  the  practice  of  phy.«c  or  sur- 
gery in  this  state,  who  has  not  been  duly  licensed,  by  some  medical 
society,  or  college  of  physicians  or  shall  lake  benefit  of  laws  for  the 
recovery  of  any  debts  or  tees  for  such  practice." 
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The  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia. 

Tlie  history  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadel- 
phia has  heen  most  thoroughly  and  entertainingly  written 
by  Dr.  W.  S.  W.  Ruschenberger  in  his  "  Account  of  the 
Institution  and  Progress  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of 
Philadelphia  during  a  Hundred  Years,  from  January*, 
1787."  Upon  it  I  have  relied  in  my  account  of  its  history 
for  practically  all  my  information.  I  have  also  made 
free  use  of  tlie  "Early  History  of  Medicine  in  Phila- 
delphia." by  Dr.  George  W.  Norris.  Both  of  these  books 
possess  far  more  than  a  local  interest  in  their  account  of 
the  times  when  Philadelphia  was  the  centre  of  medicine 
in  America,  and  when  the  medical  students  who  gathered 
there  received  instruction  from  as  gifted  and  learned  a 
group  of  teachers  as  it  has  probably  been  the  fortune  of 
any  one  city  to  boast  of  at  one  time. 

Even  as  early  as  the  year  1767  Dr.  John  Morgan, 
according  to  Norris,  was  endeavoring  to  found  a  College 
of  Physicians.  Thomas  Peim  wrote  to  Richard  Peters 
on  February  25,  1767, — 

"  I  have  b&d  n  IcUcr  from  Dr.  Morgtin,  and  {iropo»aU  for  erect- 
ing a.  College  of  Physicians.  I  think  il  very  early  for  such  an  e$- 
tablij-bmem,  and  wish  the  faculty  would  not  press  for  such  i  ibing. 
I  shall  confer  with  Dr.  Fothcrgill  upon  it." 

The  Proprietaries,  finally,  whether  acting  upon  the  ad- 
vice of  Dr.  Fothergill  or  not  is  not  known,  refused  to 
grant  a  charter,  so  tliat  the  scheme  fell  through.  Dr. 
Riischcnberger  quotes  passages  from  letters  written  in 
the  year  1783  by  Dr.  Francis  Rigby  Brodbelt,  of  Spanish 
Town,  Jamaica,  and  Dr.  Samuel  Powel  Griffitls,  in  which 
mention  is  made  of  the  projected  founding  of  such  a 
college. 

The  first  stated  meeting  of  the  College  of  Physicians 
of  which  the  minutes  are  preserved  was  held  on  Tuesday, 


410 


THE  HISTORY  OF  MEDICINE 


the  2d  of  January,  1787.  There  had  been,  however, 
meetings  for  organization  earlier  than  this;  a  constitu- 
tion had  been  adopted  and  oflRcers  elected.  At  this  meet- 
ing the  constitution  was  signed  by  the  members  who 
were  present,  being  nine  senior  and  fonr  junior  Fellows. 
Drs.  Benjamin  Rush,  Benjamin  Dnfficid,  and  Samuel  P. 
Griffilts  were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  form 
of  diploma  or  certificate  of  membership  and  to  devise 
a  seal  for  the  College.  Drs.  William  Shippen,  Adam 
Kuhn,  and  William  W.  Smith  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  draw  up  a  set  of  by-laws.  The  constitution  was 
printed  in  The  Pentisylvania  Packet  and  Daily  Adver- 
tiser for  February  !,  1787. 

The  following  notice  was  also  printed  : 

"All  communications  that  arc  included  in  the  objects  of  the 
College,  spccili«d  in  the  preamble  of  ihc  constitution,  may  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Secretary  (post  paid,  when  tiiey  arc  sent  by  that 
conveyance),  or  to  any  fellow  of  ihc  College. 

"  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  friends  of  medical  »dence  in  every  part 
of  the  United  Stales  will  concur  in  promoting  by  useful  com- 
munications the  important  designs  of  this  institution. 

"  Published  by  order  oi  llic  College. 

"James  Htn^HiNSON.  Secretary. 


"  The  present  officers  of  the  College  are : 


Preiidrnl 
John  Redman 

Vice-President 

John  Jones 

William  Shippcn,  Jr. 
Benjamin  Rush 


Censors 


Treasurer 
Gerardus  Clarkson 

Secretary 
Jame.i  Hutchinton 

John  Morgan 
Adam  Kuhn" 


The  first  constitution  read  as  follows : 

"  CoNsriruiiOM  or  tbb  College  of  Physicians  or  Pbilapelphia 
January  2nd,  1787, 

"The  Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  influeciced  by  a  conviction  of 
many  advantages  that  have  arisen  in  every  country  from  Literary 
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institutiona,  have  associated  themselves  under  tlic  name  and  title 
of  the  Colkge  of  Physician*  of  Philadelphia. 

"  The  objects  of  this  College  arc,  to  advance  Ihc  Science  of 
Medicine,  and  thereby  to  Icbscn  Human  Misery,  by  investiKattng 
the  diseases  and  remedies  which  are  peculiar  to  our  Country,  by 
obscr\'ing  Ihc  effects  of  different  seasons,  c]i[n£ite&,  and  sittialions 
upon  the  Human  body,  by  recording  the  changes  that  are  produced 
in  diseases  by  the  progress  of  Agricuiiiire.  Arts,  Population,  and 
Manners,  by  searching  for  Medicines  in  our  Woods,  Waters,  and  the 
bowels  of  the  Earth,  by  enlarging  our  avenues  to  knowledge;  from 
the  discoveries  and  publications  of  foreign  Countries;  by  appoint- 
ing stated  limci  for  Literary  intercourse  and  communications,  and 
by  cultivating  order  and  uniformity  in  the  practice  of  PhysicJe. 

"  For  the  purpose  of  obtaining  these  objects,  the  following  Kulcs 
have  been  adopted : 

"  isi.  The  College  shall  con.sist  of  twelve  Senior  Fellows  and 
of  an  indefinite  number  of  junior  Fellows  and  Associates, 

"2nd.  The  Senior  and  junior  Fellows  shall  reside  in  the  City, 
or  District  of  Southwark,  or  Liberties  of  Philadelphia, 

"^rd.  The  Associates  shall  consist  ol  such  persons  of  merit  in 
the  prQre&ston  of  Medicine  who  do  not  live  within  the  limits 
described  for  Fellows,  without  any  regard  to  Diversity  of  Nation 
or  Religion. 

"4th.  The  junior  Fellows  shall  consist  of  such  Practitioners  of 
Physic  as  arc  of  good  moral  character  and  decent  deportment,  and 
who  are  not  under  twenty-four  years  of  age. 

'■  5th,  The  Senior  Fellows  shall  be  chosen  from  among  the 
Juniors,  by  Ihc  Seniors  only,  within  one  month  after  a  vacancy  is 
declared.  The  Junior  Fellows  and  Associates  shall  be  chosen  by 
the  joint  votes  of  all  the  Fellows.  Thrcc-fuurths  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  Senior  Fellows  shall  concur  in  the  admission  of  Seniors. 
and  three-fourths  of  the  Fellows  shall  concur  in  the  admission  of 
Juniors  and  Associates. 

"6th.  All  Laws.  Regulations,  and  Appointments  to  offices  shall 
be  made  by  a  Majority  of  the  joint  votes  of  the  Fellows. 

"  7lh.  The  officers  of  the  College  shall  consist  of  a  President, 
Vice-President,  fonr  Censors,  a  Treasurer,  and  Secrctar>'.  who 
shall  be  chosen  annually  from  among  the  Senior  Fellows  on  the 
first  Tuc.tday  iu  July, 

■'8th.  The  Stated  Meetings  of  the  College  shall  be  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  every  month.  Besides  these  meetings  the  President,  or 
in  his  absence  or  indispo.sltion  the  Vice-President,  shall  have  power 
to  call  extraordinary  meetings  whenever  important  or  unexpected 
business  shall  require,  of  which  he  shall  be  the  judge. 
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"  It  shall  likewise  be  in  the  power  of  any  six  FeUowa  of  the 
College  who  coQcur  in  their  desires  of  a  meeting  to  authoriie  tbe 
President  or,  in  lti&  absence,  the  Vice-President  to  call  it 

"  9Tfa.  The  business  of  the  Censors  shall  be  to  inspect  [he  Records 
and  examine  the  uccounti  and  expenditures  of  the  Collesc  and 
report  iliereon;  and  all  conununica lions  made  to  the  Society,  after 
being  read  at  one  of  their  slated  mreling»,  .thull  be  referred  to  the 
CenMirs.  and  such  other  members  of  the  College  as  shall  be  nomi- 
nated for  the  purpose  to  examine  and  report  thereon  to  tlie  Collie, 
who  shall  determine  by  a  vote  laken  by  Ballot,  on  the  propriety  of 
publishing  them  in  their  transactions. 

"  loth.  The  business  of  the  Secretary  shall  be  to  keep  minutes  of 
the  meetings  and  transactions  of  the  Society,  and  to  record  them 
in  a  Book  provided  fur  that  purpose.  Likewise  to  receive  and  pre- 
serve all  books  and  papers  belonging,  and  letters  addressed  to  the 
College, 

"nth.  The  bukiiiexs  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  to  receive  all  the 
monies  of  the  College,  and  to  pay  them  to  the  order  of  the  President 
or  Vice-President  only,  which  order  shall  be  the  Voudier  of  his 
expenditures. 

"  12th.  Every  member  of  the  College  shall  have  a  certificate  of 
his  election,  with  the  iiea1  of  (he  College  affixed  thereto,  signed  by 
the  President  and  Vice-President,  and  cowntcrsigned  by  Ibe  Cen- 
sors and  Secretary.  The  style  of  the  certificates  and  all  addresses 
from  the  College,  shall  be  as  follows:  The  President  (or  the  Vice- 
President),  and  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia. 

"13th.  No  associate  who  comes  (o  reside  within  the  limits  men- 
tioned in  the  Second  Rule  Khali  be  admitted  to  a  Fellowship  in  the 
College  withowt  being  elected  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  the 
admission  of  Junior  Fellows.  No  new  member  shall  be  chosen 
who  has  not  Iwcn  proposed  at  a  previous  Stated  meeting. 

"  14th.  No  Law  or  Regulation  shall  be  adopted  that  has  not  been 
proposed  at  a  previous  stated  meeting,  nor  shall  any  part  of  the 
Constitution  be  altered  without  being  proposed  for  consideration 
for  three  months.  The  President,  or  the  Vice-President  when  he 
lakes  the  chair,  shall  have  no  vole,  except  on  questions  where  there 
is  an  equal  division  of  voices. 

"Two-fifths  of  the  Fellows  shall  be  a  quorum  for  all  Business, 
except  the  election  of  members,  the  expenditure  of  money,  the 
making  of  Laws,  or  the  altering  of  the  Constitution;  in  the  three 
last  cases,  a  majority  of  the  Fellows  shall  be  a  quorum. 

"  15th,  F.vcrj-  Fellow  upon  his  admiission  shall  subwrribe  to  the 
above  Rules,  as  a  Testimony  of  his  consent  to  be  bound  by  them. 
He  stall  at  the  same  time  pay  into  the  bands  of  the  Treasurer  the 
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tuiTi  of  right  dollars;  towarde  establishing  a  fund  for  the  use 
of  che  College;  he  shall  likewise  pay  two  dollars  annually  for  the 
same  purpose. 

'*  Senior  Fellows. 

Gerardus  ClarVson, 
Samuel  Duffield, 
Thomas   Parke. 
Janes  Hutchinson. 
George  Glentworth, 


John  Morgan, 
John  Redman, 
John  June.*, 
Wilhara  Shippcn,  Jr., 
Adam  Kuhn, 


Benj,  Rush, 


Andrew  Ross, 
Wm.  W.  Smith. 
James  Hall, 
William  Clarkson, 
William  Curric, 
Benjn.  Say, 
Samuel  P.  Grifiitts, 
J.  Morris. 


Abra.  Chovet. 


'Junior  Fellows. 


Nathan  Dorsey, 
B.  Puffield. 
John  Carson, 
John  Foiilkc. 
RobL    Harris. 
John  R,  B.  Rodgcrs. 
Caspar  Wistar,  JunV. 
Jas.    Cunningham." 


The  constitution  was  amended  to  what  is  practically 
its  present  form  on  November  6,  1787. 

The  first  meeting-place  of  the  CoUege  was  in  buildings 
occupied  by  the  University  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
at  Fourth  and  Arch  Streets.  The  meetings  were  held 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month,  at  four  p.m.  from 
October  to  March  and  at  five  v.u.  from  April  to  Septem- 
ber. Subsequently  the  meml>ers  leased  a  room  in  the 
hall  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society  from  Decem- 
ber 10.  1791,  till  June  10,  1794,  for  about  twenty-three 
dollars  a  year,  and  having  furnished  it  at  a  cost  of 
seventy-two  dollars,  held  their  meeting  there.  This  lease 
was  subsequently  renewed  from  time  to  time,  and  the 
College  remained  as  tenants  of  the  American  Philo- 
sophical Society  until  July  1,  1845,  ^  period  of  more  than 
fifty-three  years.  In  1845  ^^^Y  niovcd  into  a  hall  in  the 
Mercantile  Library  Company's  building  at  the  southeast 
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comer  of  Fifth  and  Library  Streets.  In  1854  the  G)l- 
lege  began  to  hold  its  meeting's  in  the  small  building 
known  as  the  Picture  House,  from  its  containing  tlic 
picture  Benjamin  West  had  painted,  on  the  grounds  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  This  continued  to  be  the 
home  of  the  College  until  March,  1863,  when  they  moved 
into  their  own  buildings  at  the  northeast  corner  of 
Thirteenth  and  Locust  Streets.  In  1852  the  night  for 
meeting  was  changed  to  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  month 
in  compliance  witli  the  request  of  twenty-nine  members 
of  the  College,  who  were  also  members  of  the  Academy 
of  Natural  Sciences,  which  always  met  on  the  first  Tues- 
day. We  find  that  at  an  early  date  the  College  mani- 
fested its  benevolent  interest  in  the  welfare  of  others,  for 
at  the  meeting  on  April  3,  1787,  committees  were  ap- 
pointed to  submit  plans  for  establishing  hot  and  cold 
baths  and  a  botanical  garden  for  the  city.  On  November 
7,  1787,  the  College  adopted  a  petition  to  the  legisla- 
ture, prepared  by  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Jones, 
Rush,  and  Griffitts,  "  setting  forth  tlie  pernicious  effects 
of  spirituous  liquors  upon  the  human  body,  and  praying 
that  such  a  law  may  be  passed,  as  shall  tend  to  diminish 
their  consumption." 

On  the  3d  of  June,  1788,  a  committee  was  appointed, 
consisting  of  Drs.  Redman,  Jones,  Kuhn,  Shippen,  Rush, 
Griffitts,  Wistar,  and  Hutchinson,  "  to  form  a  pharma- 
copoeia for  the  use  of  the  College."  This  was  the  first 
attempt  to  issue  an  official  Pharmacopceia  in  the  United 
States. 

On  April  7,  1789,  a  circular  letter  was  issued  request- 
ing the  co-operation  of  those  interested  in  the  matter 
towards  tJie  formation  of  a  Pharmacopceia  of  the  United 
States.  The  committee  had  evidently  determined  to  en- 
large the  scope  of  their  work.    This  letter  read  as  follows : 
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"  SiK  The  Physicians  o£  ihU  city,  from  a  desire  of  extenjing 
medical  knuwledge.  and  o(  promoting  harmony  and  uniformity  In 
the  practice  of  physic  have  associated  thc-msclvc:^  under  ihc  ii^une 
of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia. 

"  With  a  view  to  render  their  institution  more  extensively  useful, 
they  have  resolved  to  address  the  most  re^iMxtablc  medical  char- 
acters ill  the  United  Sut'SS,  intimating  their  designs,  and  requesting 
such  information  as  may  be  most  conducive  10  carry  them  into 
effect. 

"  One  of  the  Objects  of  this  Collc^  has  been  that  of  forming 
a  Pharm^copieia  adupted  to  the  prnent  state  of  medicine  in 
America;  for  which  purpose  a  commillec  of  their  members  has 
been  some  lime  since  appointed,  who  have  made  some  projrrcss  in 
their  work.  When  we  consider  the  great  number  of  publications 
of  this  kind  which  Europe  has  been,  and  is  annually  producing, 
we  think  no  doubt  can  arise  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  »ome 
standard  amongst  ourselves  to  prevent  that  uncertainty  and  irregu- 
larity which  in  our  present  situation  must  infallibly  attend  on  the 
composition  of  the  Apothecary  and  the  prescription  of  the  Physician. 
And  as  we  wish  this  Work  may  be  accominodatcd  to  the  practice 
of  medicine  throtifihout  the  United  StatcK,  arid  that  every  uneful 
addition  may  be  made  to  former  publications,  we  request  that  you 
will  favour  us  with  your  sentiments  on  the  subject,  and  particularly 
inform  us  what  Kative  American  Remedies  have  been  discovered 
amongst  you.  It  will  be  necessary  to  give  the  botanical  and  ver- 
nacular names  of  such  substances,  and  to  ascertain  their  virtue 
with  the  most  scrupulous  Precision.  As  we  arc  dc.'^irous  of  pub- 
lis.hing  a  volume  of  Transactions  as  often  as  materials  arc  afforded, 
we  shall  be  much  obliged  la  you  for  whatever  Communications  you 
may  favor  us  with  on  medical  subjects. 

"  Although  we  particularly  address  those  Physicians  who  are  best 
known  to  us,  yet  as  there  must  be  many  others,  men  of  learning 
and  rank  in  the  Profession,  the  knowledge  of  whom  has  not  yei 
reached  this  place  from  the  want  of  that  intercourse  which  would 
be  so  desirable  and  useful  to  the  Advancement  of  Medical  Science, 
we  wish  that  you  would  conimunieate  10  them  our  intentions  and 
that  they  would  excuse  this  unavoidable  omission,  and  furnish  us 
with  their  assistance  as  though  they  were  severally  addressed, 

"Letters  and  communications  are  to  be  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
dent or  Secretary  of  the  College. 
"Signed  by  order  of  the  College 

"John  Rbdmah.  President 

•'  Sauuel  PowEi.  Grhtitts,  Secretary. 

"  PUIIJIDELPHIA." 
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One  hundred  of  these  letters  were  s«nt  out,  and  man? 
individual  responses  approving  of  the  scheme  wcrv  re- 
ceived. At  the  meeting  of  the  College  on  August  3.  179a 
a  letter  was  read  from  the  Medical  Society  of  Nev 
Haven  offering  its  heartiest  co-operation.  It  was  signed 
hy  a  committee  composed  of  Drs.  Lcverett  Hubbard. 
Eneas  Munsun,  EI>enezer  Beardsly,  Elnathan  Beach,  and 
Samuel  Kcsbett. 

There  were  many  practical  obstacles  to  the  tnuncdiate 
carrying  out  of  the  schcnK.  but  the  matter  was  kept  con- 
stantly in  mind.  On  June  6,  1797,  Drs.  Griffitts,  Barton, 
and  JnmcH  wltc  nppnintcd  to  prepare  a  list  of  "  inedical 
substances  nnU  phurnmccuticiLl  processes"  to  be  described 
in  the  Phnnnacoticeia.  All  this  agitation  on  the  subject 
Martitl  nuny  others  in  the  same  line  of  work,  and  in  1808 
Drt.  JamcB  Thacher  mid  John  Collins  Warren  publisfied, 
imdcr  the  iiutipicctt  of  ttic  Massachusetts  Medical  Society, 
the  lirot  olTiciul  PhunnaiHiptria  issued  in  the  United  States. 
It  was  received  with  much  cordiality,  and  met  with  the 
heartiest  cummemlatinn  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of 
Philadelphia,  although  it  might  have  been  expected  to 
arouse  sonic  feeling  of  diBapi»intmeiit  at  the  forestalling 
of  their  own  project."* 


"Tlie  >ub»9qiieiit  liiMory  of  the  cvcnU  finally  leading  to  the  pub- 
llcallun  of  the  **  Ll(iite<l  Siaics  Pbarmacopceia"  U  oE  much  interest. 
I  have  condonutj  It  (rum  Ur.  Rushenberger's  book.  On  November 
Jl,  1818,  a  circular  letter  was  sent  to  the  College  of  Physicians  by 
fjfi.  Divld  llftack,  Jitltn  R.  B.  Rodgcr«,  Samuel  L.  MilchcU,  John 
i4*afn«,  Jfihn  Watt»,  Jr.,  T,  Romcyn  Beck.  Lyman  Spalding, 
Wrtcht  I'oM.  and  Alexander  H.  Steven*,  of  New  York,  proposing 
i  frian  to  bf  laid  licforc  the  College  at  its  next  meeting.  The  plan 
4«|llit«i1  wa>  lliat  a  I'harmacopaia  should  be  composed  under  the 
(Uttifh*9  vt  tilt  mcorjKirated  medical  societies  and  schools  of  the 
UnlM  tilalv*,  and  m  SutcR  or  Territories  where  no  such  cor- 
ffifniM  IMki  f^ilaicd,  liy  voUmiary  as.<u>ciations  of  the  pltyucians 
prtMltlfiK  tl(  Ibrm     That  conventions  should  be  held  in  the  four 
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On  November  11,  1788,  the  College  petitioned  the 
Legislature  for  permission  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  its  in- 
corporation, which  was  granted,  and  the  bill  presented 


grand  divbiuna  of  Lhe  United  States,  and  tlic&e  district  conventions 
should  each  elect  delegates  to  a  general  convention  to  be  held  in 
VVashingion,  District  of  Columbia,  on  the  ist  of  January,  i8m. 
That  the  general  convention  should  fonn  a  national  Pharmacopoeia 
baited  on  the  previous  district  coiivcniion  Pharmacopccias.  This 
plan  owed  its  ioccptioti  to  Dr.  Lyman  Spalding.  It  was  approved 
by  the  College,  and  Drs.  Parke.  GrifTttts.  Hewson,  /ones.  Stewart. 
Alice,  and  Parrish  were  appointed  as  its  delegates  to  the  district 
convention  of  lhe  Middle  State;,  which  met  in  the  chamber  of  the 
College  of  Physician)!  of  PliJladelpliia  un  June  i,  1819.  There  were 
delegates  in  attendance  from  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  Stale  of  New  York,  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  Western  District  of  New  York, 
the  New  Jersey  Medical  Society,  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Faculty 
of  Maryland,  the  Medical  Society  of  Delaware,  and  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

This  convention  adjourned  on  June  4,  after  considering  two 
Pharmacopicias  in  outline  and  a  code  of  ethics,  and  electing  as 
delegates  10  the  National  Convention  Drs.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell, 
Alexander  H.  Stevens.  Lyman  Spalding,  and  John  Watts,  Jr.,  of 
New  York;  Drs.  Thomas  Parke  and  Thomas  T.  Hcwson,  of  Phila- 
delphia: Dr.  Allen  McLane,  of  Wilmington,  Delaware;  Drs, 
Elisha  De  Rutlx  and  Samuel  Baker,  of  Baltimore;  and  Dr.  Henry 
Hunt,  of  Washington.  District  of  Columbia. 

The  convention  of  the  eastern  district  of  the  United  States  had 
been  held  at  Boston  on  June  1,  tStg,  and  had  included  delegates 
from  the  Medical  Society  of  Massachusetts,  (he  Medical  Society  of 
Vermont,  Brown  University  in  Rhode  Island,  the  Medical  Society 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  the  Medical  Society  of  Connecticut  Drs. 
Ives,  of  Connecticut,  and  Bigelow,  of  Massachusetts.  w<re  elected 
its  delegates  to  the  National  Convention. 

The  National  Convention  met  in  Washington  on  January  t.  1820, 
and  they  compiled  a  Codex  Medicamentariua,  or  Book  of  Rules 
and  Directions,  for  selecting  and  compounding  the  articles  em- 
ployed in  practice. 

This  convention  decided  that  meetings  of  such  a  body  should  be 
held  every  ten  years  for  the  purpose  of  revision  of  the  Pharmaco- 
pccia  as  necessity  arose. 
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in  February,  1789.  Tlie  date  of  incorporation  was  March 
26,  1789. 

On  Jtinc  3.  1788.  Drs.  Jones,  Wistar.  and  Griftitts  were 
appoJut«l  a  committee  to  formulate  a  plan  for  a  library 
for  the  College.  The  Fellows  were  requested  to  contrib- 
ute books,  In  Deceml^Kr,  1788.  Dr.  John  Morgan  gave 
the  College  twcnty-fotir  volumes,  and  in  the  following 
month  he  added  some  more.  On  July  7,  1789,  Drs.  Jones, 
Parke,  and  Wistar  were  appointed  to  prepare  a  list  of 
books  to  be  pnrcbascd  for  the  College  Library,  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  fifty  [munds. 

In  October,  1789,  Dr.  William  Shippen  presented  the 
College  with  the  works  of  Dr.  John  Morgan  in  eight 
volumes,  and  Dr.  Jolin  Jones  presented  some  Ixjoks.  !n 
the  ensuing  November  the  president  was  authorized  to 
expend  fifty  jjounds  for  books  for  the  Library.  In  1790 
a  number  of  volumes  were  imported  from  England,  and 
in  1793  Dr.  Rush  presented  the  College  with  tlie  works 
of  Sydenham.  In  1794  the  unbound  pamphlets  belong- 
ing to  the  College  were  ordered  bound  into  volumes.  In 
'795  '^^  Library  received  a  number  of  valuable  <!ona- 
tions,  especially  from  Dr.  Parke." 

"  In  i8js  ilie  Kiippa  Lambda  Society  deposited  ilieir  library  with 
that  of  the  College.  On  June  7,  1836,  the  Library  contained  only 
two  hundred  and  ninety-one  volumes. — namely,  thirty-one  folios, 
sixty-seven  quartos,  and  one  hundred  and  nincty-lhree  ociavos.  In 
1844  the  mcdicAl  library  of  Dr.  Otto  was  pttrthased.  It  was  placed 
in  a  room  over  the  office  of  Dr.  Hodge  ai  Ninth  and  Waliuit  Streets. 
On  June  j.  1845,  the  Library  Conimiltcc  reported  that  one  case  ol 
books  stood  on  the  landing  of  the  stairway  Leading  to  "our  mom:" 
that  the  Olio  collection  wa*  al  Dr.  Hodgc'i.  office,  and  that  the 
library  was  very  little  used.  On  December  1.  1&46,  the  Philadel- 
phia Medical  Society  deposited  its  library  with  that  of  the  College, 
but  on  December  7,  1859,  the  Society  took  ii_s  book^  away  again. 
In  1858  the  College  received  twelve  hundred  and  sixty-five  volumes 
from  Dr.  Thoniaii  F.  Bctton.     In  1864  Or.  Samuel  Lewis  jireAL-nled 


I 


IN  THE  UNITED   STATES. 


419 


iring  the  spring  of  1789  influenza  was  epidemic  in 
the  city,  and  the  president  called  a  special  meeting  of  the 
College  on  April  16  lo  consult  the  memliers  as  to  the 
propriety  of  warring-  the  anthorilies  against  a  general 
illumination  of  the  city,  which  had  been  proposed  in 
honor  of  Washington,  who  was  to  pass  throngh  on  his 
way  to  be  inaugurated.  It  was  fearetl  the  sick  might  be 
seriously  affected  if  a.  general  celebration  were  instituted. 
At  this  meeting  Drs.  Redman,  Jones,  and  Rush  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  wait  upon  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  the  next  morning  and  "  inform  them  that  al- 
though the  College  of  Physicians  do  sincerely  join  their 
fellow -citizens  in  their  joy  on  the  occasion  yet  they  can- 
not be  so  inattentive  to  the  health  of  many  under  their 
care,  as  to  decline  informing  the  Council  that  a  genera! 
illumination  of  the  city,  might  be  productive  of  fatal  con- 
sequences." Dr.  Ruschcnbcrger  says  that  though  there 
was  *■  a  handsome  display  of  fireworks  in  the  evening," 
no  general  illumination  is  mentioned. 


the  Coltege  with  upward  oi  two  Ihousand  five  hundred  volumes,  a 
collection  which  has  ever  since  bccu  known  as  the  Lewis  Library. 
and  kept  distinct  from  the  rest  of  the  books  in  the  College  Ubrary. 

In  1S66  Dr.  George  B.  Wood  agreed  to  give  the  College  five 
hundred  dollars  iinnUHlly  in  order  thxt  the  Library  might  be  kepi 
open  daily  for  the  use  of  the  Fellows.  In  1869  the  College  rcccired 
four  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  ninety  cents  from  the 
PhiladelE>hi.i  Medical  Society  at  the  lime  when  the  latter  dLisotvcd. 

In  18S0  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell  presented  one  thousand  dollars  to 
establish  a  Journal  Fund,  to  which  he  has  Aubsequcnlly  added  very 
munificently. 

Among  the  generous  doitors  to  the  Library  of  recent  years  may  be 
mentioned  Dr*.  .Mfred  Slille  and  f.  Minis  Hays,  and  Mrs.  C.  F. 
Weightman,  Mrs.  Helen  C.  Jcnks.  and  Mr  William  Weightman. 

On  .^jiril  I,  i9S4,  Ihe  SainueJ  D.  Gru&it  Library  of  the  Academy 
of  Surgery  was  deposited  with  the  College.  It  is  lo  become  the 
proiKfty  of  the  College  should  the  Acadctny  of  Surgery  ever  cease 
to  exiM. 
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In  November,  1789,  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
L^islattire  to  amend  the  quarantine  laws  of  the  State 
applied  to  the  College  for  its  advice  on  the  subject  Drs, 
Redman,  Jones,  Shippen,  Rush,  and  Hutchinson  were 
appointed  to  draft  an  answer. 

On  May  7,  1793,  the  first  steps  were  taken  towards 
publishing^  the  Transactions  of  the  College.  A  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  Drs.  Ross.  Wistar,  and  GriffiUs.  was 
appointed  to  attend  to  the  printing,  another,  consisting-  of 
Drs.  Leib.  Currie,  and  Gibbons,  to  sec  about  the  publi- 
cation, and  Drs.  Rush,  Shippen,  and  (iriflitts  were  as- 
sigfned  the  duty  of  composing  a  suitable  preface.  On 
September  3,  1793.  the  Secretarj-  reported  tliat  he  had 
received  a  number  of  copies  of  the  first  part  of  volume 
one  of  the  Transactions.  A  copy  was  directed  to  be  sent 
to  the  author  of  each  paper  in  the  volume  and  to  the 
medical  societies  of  the  United  States  and  Europe.  Then 
the  publication  of  formal  transactions  halted  for  many 
years.  In  1798  a  pamphlet  was  published  entitled  "  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia 
relative  to  the  Prevention  of  the  Introduction  and  Spread- 
ing of  Contagious  Diseases."  In  1800  another  pamphlet 
was  published  under  the  title  "  Facts  and  Observations 
relative  to  the  Nature  of  the  Pestilential  Fever  which  pre- 
vailed in  this  City  in  1793,  1797,  and  1798.  By  the 
College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia." 


The  Philadelphia  Medical  Society. 

In  1789  there  was  instituted  another  Philadelphia  medi- 
cal society,  which  received  articles  of  incorporation  in 
1792,  and  was  rechartered  in  1827.  It  had  a  flourishing 
existence  for  half  a  centurj*.  wlicn  it  amalgamated  with 
Uie  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia. 
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The  Delaware  Sute  Medical  Society. 

The  Delaware  State  Medical  Society  was  incorporated 
February  3,  1789,  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  under 
the  title  of  "  The  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  Delaware." 

The  corporators  were  John  McKinly.  Nicholas  Way, 
Jonas  Preston,  Ebenezer  Smith,  George  Munro,  Thomas 
McDonoiigh,  Joshua  Qayton,  Ezekicl  Nccdham.  James 
Tilton,  William  MoUeston,  Edward  Miller,  James  Sykcs, 
Nathaniel  Luff,  Robert  Cook,  Matthew  Wilson,  Joseph 
Hall,  John  Marsh,  John  Polk,  John  Stephens  Hill,  Julius 
Augustus  Jackson.  William  McMechen,  Henry  Lalimer. 
James  McCallniont,  Joseph  Capelle,  Archibald  Alexander, 
Henry  Peterson,  and  Levarius  Hooker  Lcc. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  at  Dover  on  May  12,  1789, 
and  its  first  officers  were.  President,  James  Tilton;  Vice- 
President,  Jonas  Preston,  M.B. ;  Secretary.  Edward  Mil- 
ler, M.B. ;  Treasurer,  James  Sykes;  Censors,  Nicholas 
Way.  M.D. ;  Matthew  Wilson,  M.D. ;  Joshua  Gayton. 
Natlianiel  Luff.  The  Society  has  maintained  a  continu- 
ous existence  to  the  present  time. 

New  Hampshire  Medical  Society. 

In  1791  the  Legislature  of  New  Hamp-shire  granted  a 
charter  to  a  body  of  physicians  incorporating  them  under 
the  above  title.    Their  charter  read  as  follows: 


"State  of  New  ItAMPSHUUE. 

"In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
njnely-one. 

"  (L.  S.)  An  Act.  to  incorporate  certain  Physicians  by  the  name 
of  the  New  Hampshire  Mc(iic;i]  Society, 

"As  health  is  essentially  necessary  to  the  happln-ss  of  society; 
and  a*  jl»  preservation  or  recovery  is  closely  connected  with  the 
knowledge  of  tlie  animal  economy,  and  of  ihe  properties  and  effects 
of  Medictoe;  and  as  the  benefit  of  Medical  Instituiioos,  formed  on 
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libtra)  principle'!,  and  encouraged  by  the  patronage  of  the  Law,  is 
universally  acknowledged; 

"  Be  1/  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Refresnt' 
talivet  in  Central  Court  convened.  That  Josiah  BartJelt.  Josbta 
Brackcit.  Ammi  Ruhamah  Cotter.  Hall  Jackson,  Nathaniel  Pcabod^r, 
William  Page,  Mr>«s  Oirr,  James  Bracken,  John  Rogers.  John 
Jacknon,  H/ra  (Jrccii.  Ebcncicr  Kockwood,  WiUtara  Cogswell,  Ken- 
dall Osgood.  George  Sparhawk,  William  Parker.  Samuel  Tcnney, 
Benjamin  Page,  and  Isaac  Thorn,  be,  and  ihcy  hereby  are,  formed 
into,  constituted  and  made  a  Body  Politic  and  Corporate,  by  the 
name  of  the  New  Hampshire  Medical  Society,  and  that  they  and 
their  successors,  and  such  other  persons  as  shall  be  elected  in  the 
manner  hereafter  mentiuned,  shall  be  and  continue  a  Body  Politic 
and  Corporate  by  the  same  name  forever. 

"2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Fellows  of  said  Society 
may,  from  time  lo  time,  elect  a  President,  Vice-President,  and 
Secretary,  with  such  other  Officers  as  they  shall  judge  necessary 
and  coHvenienl.  And  the  Fellows  of  Kaid  Society  »ha11  ti:ive  fult 
power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  to  determine  and  establish 
the  names,  number,  and  duly  of  the  heveral  Ofltcers,  and  the  tenure 
and  estate  they  have  in  their  offices,  respectively:  and  also  to 
authori;!c  and  empower  their  President,  or  some  other  officer,  to 
administer  such  oalliN  10  such  officer.>i  a«  they,  the  Fellows  of  said 
Society,  shall  appoint  and  determine,  for  the  well  ordering  and 
good  government  of  the  said  Society— provided  the  same  be  not 
repugnant  10  the  Laws  of  this  State. 

"3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Fellows  of  said  Society 
shall  have  one  common  Seat,  and  power  10  break,  change,  and 
renew,  the  same  at  their  pleasure. 

"4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Fellows  of  said  Society 
may  sue  and  be  sued,  in  all  actions,  real,  personal,  and  mixed,  and 
prosecute  and  defend  the  same  unto  final  judgement  and  execution, 
by  the  name  of  the  New  Hampshire  Medical  Society. 

"5-  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Fellows  of  said  Society 
may,  from  lime  to  time,  elect  such  persons  to  be  Fellows  thereof, 
as  they  may  judge  proper;  and  that  they,  the  Fellows  of  said 
Society,  shall  have  power  to  suspend,  expel,  or  disenfranchise,  any 
Fellows  of  said  Society. 

"6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Fellows  of  said  Society 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make  and  enact  such  Rules 
and  By-Laws,  for  the  better  government  of  said  Society,  as  arc 
not  repugnant  to  the  Ejiws  of  this  Slate;  and  to  annex  reasonable 
fines  and  penalties  to  the  breach  of  them,  not  exceeding  the  sum 
of  Twenty  Pounds,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  said  Society, 
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and  to  Uicir  aM-ii  use,  in  any  Court  of  Record  in  Ihis  State  proper 
to  try  the  ^ame;  and  also  to  establish  the  lime  and  manner  of  con- 
veninK  the  members  of  said  Society;  and  also  to  determine  the 
number  of  Fellows  that  shall  be  present  to  constitule  a  meeting  of 
ssid  Society:  and  also  that  the  members  of  said  Society,  who  arc 
inhabitants  pf  this  State,  shall  not  at  any  lime  be  more  than  >cventy, 
nor  lr!t»  than  Fifteen;  and  that  their  meetings  shall  be  held  in  Con- 
cgrd,  or  such  other  place  within  tins  Sute  as  a  majority  of  the 
members  present,  to  a  le^l  meeting,  shall  judge  most  £t  and  con- 
venient. 

"  And  whereas  it  is  clearly  of  importance,  Hut  a  just  discrimina- 
tion should  be  made  between  snch  as  are  duly  educated  and  properly 
qualified  for  the  duties  of  their  profession,  and  iliose  who  may 
ifCnorantly  and  wickedly  adminis^ler  medicine,  whereby  the  health 
and  lives  of  many  valuable  individuals  may  be  endangered,  or  per- 
haps lo*t  to  the  conim«nily. 

"7.  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted.  Thai  the  President  and  the 
Fellows  of  said  Society,  or  such  of  their  officers  or  Fellows  as  they 
may  appoint,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  examine  all 
candidates  for  the  practice  of  Physic  and  Surgery,  who  shall  offer 
themselves  for  examination  respecting  their  skill  in  their  profession, 
and  if  upon  examination,  the  said  candidates  shall  be  found  skilled 
in  their  profession,  and  fitted  for  the  practice  of  it.  they  shall  receive 
the  approbation  of  the  Society,  in  letters  tcstimoTiial  of  such  exami- 
nation, under  the  Seal  of  said  Society,  signed  by  the  President,  or 
fcueh  otlier  person  or  pcmons  as  shall  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

"8,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  if  the  said  President  and 
such  other  pertron.  or  persons  so  selected  and  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  candidates  as  aforesaid,  shall  obstinately  and 
unreasonably  refuse  to  examine  any  candidate  so  of?cring  himself 
for  examination  a*  aforesaid,  such  and  every  *nch  person  so  elected 
and  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  subject  to  a  line  not  exceeding 
One  Hundred  Pounds,  nor  less  than  Twenty  Pounds,  to  be  recovered 
by  the  said  candidate,  and  to  hi-t  own  use.  in  any  Court  within  this 
State  proper  to  try  the  same. 

"9,  And  be  il  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  Medical  Society,  from  time  to  time,  to  describe  and  point  out 
such  a  medical  instniction  or  education,  as  they  shall  judKc  requi- 
site for  candidates  for  the  practice  of  Physic  and  Surgery,  pre- 
vious to  their  examination  before  them,  or  their  officers  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  respecting  their  skill  in  their  profession,  and  shall 
cause  the  same  to  be  published  in  two  newspapers  printed  in  different 
counties  in  this  Stale.  And  every  candidate,  examined  and  approved 
by  the  President  and  Fellows  of  sud  Society,  or  such  of  their 
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officers  or  Fellows  as  they  shall  appoint,  shall  be  held  to  pay  such 
reasonable  fees  of  office  as  shall  be  established  by  said  Society  for 
the  examination  of  candidates,  and  letters  testimonial  in  favour  of 
such  as  shall  be  approbated.  And  the  Treasurer  of  said  Society  for 
the  time  being,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  sue  for  and 
recover  the  same,  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same* 

"  10,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Fellows  of  said  Society 
may  and  shall  forever  be  deemed  capable  in  law,  of  holding  and 
taking,  in  fee-simple,  or  any  less  estate  by  gift,  grant,  devise,  or 
otherwise,  any  lands,  tenements,  or  other  estate,  real  or  personal, 
provided  that  the  annual  income  of  the  whole  real  estate  that  may  be 
given,  granted,  or  devised  to,  or  purchased  by,  the  said  Society, 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  Pounds,  and  the  annual 
income  or  interest  of  said  personal  estate  shall  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  One  Thousand  Pounds ;  And  the  annual  income  of  the  said  real 
estate  and  personal  estate,  together  with  the  fines  and  penalties  paid 
to  said  Society,  or  recovered  by  them,  shall  be  appropriated  to  such 
purposes  as  are  consistent  with  the  end  and  design  of  the  institution 
of  said  Society,  and  as  the  Fellows  thereof  shall  determine. 

"ll.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  His  Excellency  Josiah 
Bartlett,  Esquire,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  directed  to 
fix  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  first  meeting  of  said  Medical 
Society,  and  to  notify  the  Fellows  thereof  accordingly. 

"State  of  New  Hampshire. 
"In  the  House  of  REPRESENTATrvES,  Feb.  ir,  1791. 
"  The  foregoing  bill  having  been  read  a  third  time,  passed  to  be 
enacted. 

"  Sent  up  for  concurrence 

"  MosES  Dow,  Speaker. 

"  In  Senate,  Feb.  16,  1791. 
"  This  bill  having  been  read  a  third  time — 
"  Voted,  That  the  same  be  enacted 

"  JosiAH  Bartlett,   President 
"A  true  Copy.— Attest— 

"Joseph  Peabson,  Secretary." 

In  1816  a  bill  was  passed  increasing  the  limit  of  mem- 
bership from  seventy  to  two  hundred. 

Dr.  Josiah  Bartlett,  who  was  the  first  president  of 
the  Society,  occupied  a  most  prominent  position  politically 
as  well  as  medically  in  New  Hampshire.     At  the  time 
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of  the  Society's  incorporation  he  was  president  of  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  and  in  1791  became  the  first 
governor  of  that  State. 

Il  is  curious  to  note  that  in  New  Hampshire  as  well  as 
Massachusetts  the  subject  of  the  authorization  of  those 
who  desired  to  practise  medicine  was  left  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  tiic  medical  society  of  tlie  State. 

The  following  rules  regarding  the  licensing  of  medical 
practitioners  were  adopted  by  the  New  Hampshire  So- 
ciety : 

"  Sec.  1  QualiScation  of  Licentiates.  I.  No  candidate  (or  the 
practice  of  FhyHic  and  Surgery  .iliall  be  admitLec]  to  exami nation, 
until  he  shall  have  atlaincd  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

"2.  He  shall  have  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  English  and 
Latin  Languages,  and  a  general  acquaintance  with  the  principles 
of  Geometry,  and  of  Natural  and  Mora]  Philosophy. 

"3.  He  shall  have  .itudicd  three  full  yearst  under  the  direelion  of 
some  reputable  Physician  or  Physicians,  possessing  the  requisite 
qualiCicaiions  for  consultation,  as  specified  in  Chap.  I.  Sec  VII. 

"  Sec.  II.  Censors.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Censors  to  cxamitic 
all  candidates  for  the  practice  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  that  pos- 
sess the  requisite  qualifications,  ^tiey  shall  meet  at  least  twice  in 
every  year  and  shall  give  public  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  each 
meeting,  one  of  which  shall  be  the  day  preceding  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Society,  \ny  two  of  the  Censors  present  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  for  business.  In  every  examination,  the  following  course 
shall  be  pursued:— -Ttiv  candidate  shall  be  called  on  for  written 
testimonials  of  his  having  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the 
Society  in  respect  to  education:  and  it  shall  be  especially  inquired, 
whether  any  portion  of  the  time  which  he  has  professed  to  devote 
to  his  professional  education,  has  been  employed  in  school -keeping, 
or  any  other  occupation ;  and  all  time  so  employed  shall  be  deducted 
from  the  time  professedly  devoted  to  his  Medical  education.  Like- 
wise, the  candidate's  knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  and  of  the 
principles  of  Geometry,  and  of  Natural  and  Moral  Philosophy, 
shall  be  carefully  irniuircd  into,  and  fully  -(hewn,  cither  from  teachers 
of  established  reputation  and  good  credit,  or  actual  examination: 
and  in  every  case  where  the  Censors  are  not  fully  satisfied  do  these 
points,  the  examination  shall  close,  and  letters  of  approbation  and 
license  shall  be  refused.  In  case  the  Censors  are  satisfied  on  the 
points  above  stated,  the  candidate  shall  be  critically  examined  in  the 
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loltou'ing  branches,  viz.,  Anatomy,  Phybiology,  Chcmi&try,  Materia 
Mcilica.  Midwifery.  Surgery,  Patholofiy,  and  Therapeutics;  and  if 
the  acquiKincnts  of  the  candidate  appear  to  be  such  as  to  qualify 
him  to  take  charge  of  the  lives  and  health  of  his  fellow-men,  he 
tihall  receive  a  letter  of  flpprobiittion  and  liceni>e  of  the  form  follow- 
tng — for  which  he  shall  pay  the  sum  of  Ten  Dollars,  to  be  de- 
voted exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  the  Library: — 

"  State  or  Ntw  Hampshire, 

"  We,  the  Censor),  of  Ihe  New  Hamimhire  Medical  Society,  doly 
appointed  and  authorized,  have  examined  A.  B.,  of  C.  in  the  county 
of  D..  a  candidate  for  the  practice  of  Physic  and  Surgery;  and 
having  found  him  qualified,  do  approve  and  license  him  a  practi- 
tioner in  Medicine  and  Surgery,  agreeably  to  Law  in  that  case  made 
and  provided. 

"Dated  at  .  this  — day  of .  A.D.  i8— 

G   H   I   ^^°^**^^ 

"  By  virtue  of  the  power  in  me  vested.  I  have  hereunto  caused 
the  Seal  of  the  New  Hampshire  Medical  Society  to  be  affixed. 

"  L  J.  President 
■'  Attest  K.  L.  Secretary." 

The  following  provision  \vas  made  in  cases  of  physi- 
cians from  other  parts  who  wished  to  practise  in  New 
Hampshire : 

"Sec.  IIL  Forti^nert.  The  Censors,  upon  application  from  any 
person  educated  in  another  State  or  Country,  shall  examine  such 
c\-ideiice  as  he  i^hall  offer  for  the  purpose  of  proving  himself  duly 
qualified  lo  practice  Medicine  and  Surgery;  and  if  it  shall  appear 
that  the  person  presenting  such  testimonials  has  received  an  educa- 
tion e<|ual  to  that  required  by  this  Society,  the  Censors  lihall  certify 
the  same  to  the  Secretary,  and  license  hirei  m  the  form  following: — 

"State  op  New  Hampshire. 

"  We,  the  Censors  of  the  New  Hampshire  Medical  Society,  duly 
appointed  and  authorized,  have  examined  the  Letters  TcMimontal 
of  A.  B.,  of  C,  in  the  Slate  <>f  D.,  and  having  found  them  satis- 
factory, do  hereby  admit  him  to  all  the  privileges  of  those  who  have 
been  educated,  examined,  and  licenced  in  this  State. 

"  Dated  at .  this  —  day  of .  A.D.  i8— 

(-    J    t  Censors. 
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"  By  virtue  of  ihe  power  in  me  ve&ted.  1  hav«  hcretnito  caused 
the  Seal  of  the  New  HB.m[)<ihire  Medical  Society  to  he  affixed. 

"  I-  J.  President. 
"Attest  K.  L.  Secretary." 

The  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Faculty  of  the  State  of 

Maryland. 

This  venerable  Society  was  incorporated  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  Slate  in  1798.  The  first  meeting  was  held 
in  Annapolis,  on  the  first  Monday  in  June,  1799-  Its 
centennial  celebration  was  observed  with  fitting  exercises 
at  Baltimore  in  April,  1899. 

The  Medical  Collegium  of  the  Moravians  at  Bethlehem. 

Dr.  Charles  Mclntire.  of  Easton,  Pcmisylvauia,  has 
recently  published  a  most  interesting  address  entitled 
"  Physic  and  its  Practisers  in  Old  Northampton."  in 
which  he  states  that  in  1744  Bishop  Spangenberg,  in 
reorganizing  the  Moravian  community  at  Bethlehem,  es- 
tablished a  "  Medical  Collegium,"  which  appears  to  have 
been  composed  of  laymen  as  well  as  physicians,  having 
for  its  object  the  care  of  the  health  of  the  community. 
An  infirmary  was  established  under  the  charge  of  the 
Collegium,  and  the  members  seem  to  have  held  meetings 
at  which  medical  matters  were  discussed.  I  do  not  think, 
however,  that  the  Medical  Collegium  can  be  classed  as  a 
medical  society. 

Dr.  Mclntire  quotes  Bishop  Levering  as  characterizing 
it  "  as  the  combination  of  a  hospital  staff  and  a  board 
of  health/*  and  probably  this  estimate  of  its  functions  is 
the  correct  one. 

Codes  of  Ethics. 

Since  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth  century  almost 
all  the  medical  societies  foimdwl  in  the  United  States 
have  adopted  a  code  of  ethics  in  some  form  or  other. 
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These  codes  are  practically  all  of  them  founded  on  the 
..  ^|-^^g  of  Ethics  for  the  Medical  Profession,"  by  Dr. 
Thomas  Percival,  an  English  physician  of  the  city  of 
Manchester,  who  was  born  in  1740  and  died  in  1804. 
He  was  the  friend  and  correspondent  of  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin. Dr.  Priestley,  and  many  other  men  who  were  promi- 
nent in  science  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Dr.  Hayes 
prefixed  the  following  note  to  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the 
American  Medical  Association: 

"  On  examining  a  great  number  of  Codes  of  Ethics  adopted  by 
different  societies  in  the  United  States,  it  was  found  that  they  were 
all  based  on  that  by  Dr.  Percival,  and  that  the  phrases  of  this  writer 
were  preserved  to  a  considerable  extent  in  all  of  them.  Believing 
that  language  so  often  examined  and  adopted  must  possess  the 
greatest  of  merits  for  such  a  document  as  the  present,  clearness 
and  precision,  and  haviiig  no  ambition  for  the  honors  of  authorship, 
the  Committee  which  prepared  this  Code  have  followed  a  similar 
course,  and  have  carefully  preserved  the  words  ol  Percival,  when- 
ever they  convey  the  precepts  it  is  wished  to  inculcate." 
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CHAPTER   IX. 

PRE-KEVOLUTIONA«Y    MEDICAL   BrBUOGRAPHY. 

The  first  printing-press  in  Amt'rica  was  put  up  at  Cam- 
bridge. Massachusetts,  in  1639.  and  was  under  the  con- 
trol of  Harvard  College.  In  1662.  as  there  had  been  some 
publications  put  forth  from  it  which  seemed  "  to  open  the 
door  of  heresy,"  it  was  put  in  charge  of  two  licensers. 
The  stricter  supervision  was  maintained  over  everything 
put  forth  by  it.  Of  course  the  vast  majority  of  books 
printed  at  it  were  expositions  of  pnritanica!  theology. 
The  earliest  printing-press  erected  in  Virginia  was  not 
put  up  unril  16R1,  and  for  many  years  it  was  throttled 
by  an  order  of  Governor  Effingham  prohibiting  its  use. 
From  1683  to  1729  no  printing  was  done  in  the  colony  of 
Virginia.  When  wc  reflect  on  the  scarcity  of  printing 
appliances  and  that  practically  all  the  demand  for  litera- 
ture in  New  England  was  of  a  theological  nature,  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at  that  books  dealing  with  the  natural 
sciences  should  be  but  rarely  written. 

The  first  man  to  publish  a  work  on  a  solely  medical 
topic  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Tliacher.  who  was  iKirn 
in  England  on  the  ist  of  May,  1620.  His  father  was  the 
Rev.  Peter  Thacher,  of  Saruni,  who  had  designed  cnii- 
gratirg  to  New  England  but  was  withheld  by  domestic 
reasons.  Thomas  arrived  in  America  in  1633  when  but 
fifteen  years  of  age.  He  had  received  a  good  school  edu- 
cation in  the  old  country,  and  upon  his  arrival  In  New 
England  he  continued  his  studies  under  Dr.  Chauncy. 
who  afterwards  became  one  of  tlie  presidents  of  Harvard 
College.     He  became  an  erudite  Oriental  scholar,  pub- 
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lishcd  a  Hebrew  lexicon,  and  was  proficient  in  Arabi< 
Dr.  Matlier  is  authority  for  the  statement  that  he  w; 
an  admirable  mechanic  and  could  make  excellent  clocks 
He  was  ordained  a  minister  at  Weymouth.  June  2.  i6j 
He  not  only  preached  the  gospel  but  also  practised  medi<- 
cine  in  that  town  untit  his  removal  to  Boston,  where 
assume<I  charge  of  a  church  and  liecame  eminent  also 
a  physician.    He  was  taken  ill  with  a  fever  shortly  aft< 
visiting  a  sick  patient,  and  died  on  the  15th  of  Octobei 
1678,  when  fifty-eight  years  old. 
Dr.  Jamea  Thacher  '  says, — 

"As  B  preacher  he  was  very  popular,  beiiifi  remarkably  fluent  an^ 
copious  in  prayer    He  was  zealous  against  the  Quakers,  for  he 
licvcd   Itial   their  doclrinc  subverted  the  gospel,  and  led  men 
the  pit  of  lUrltneM  under  Ihe  pretence  oi  giving  them  light" 

Besides  a  Hebrew  lexicon  and  his  broadside  on  stnall-^ 
pox  he  also  wrote  a  catechism.  In  1677  '^^  published  his 
"  Brief  Rule"  as  to  "  Small  Pocks."  This  was  the  firat 
medical  publication  in  the  colonies.  It  was  printed  11 
double  column,  on  one  side,  as  a  poster,  fifteen  and  a 
by  ten  inches.  A  copy  of  it  is  in  the  Library  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  of  Pliiladelphia,  to  which  institutionij 
it  was  presented  by  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell,  and  from  1I 
the  accompanying  fac-simile  has  been  made. 

In  the  following  lists  I  have  included  some  books  which] 
were  not  only  medical  but  contained  other  matters,  als( 
some  almanacs  and  other  writings  published  by  physi- 
cians, though  not  dealing  strictly  with  professional  mat- 
ter.«.    In  some  instances  I  have  been  unable  to  find  ^my^ 
information  concerning  the  book  except  its  title,  and  ii 
many  cases  the  latter  is  very  delusive,  as  the  theologicalj 
writers  of  those  davs  used  to  choose  the  most  fantasticall 
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titles,  and  often  used  physical  terms  in  relation  to  spirit- 
ual matters.  I  have  also  included  works  by  Cotton 
Mather  and  others  which  refer  to  medical  matters  of 
interest. 

1694.  Oliver.  John.  "  A  Present  to  be  given  to  Teem- 
ing Women  by  their  Husbands  and  Friends.  Boston — 
Reprinted  by  Benj.  Harris." 

1695.  "■'^"  Almanac  by  C.  Lodovick,  Physician — 
Boston." 

1698.  Mather,  Cotton.  '*  Mens  Sana  in  Corpore  Sano. 
A  Discourse  on  Recovery  from  Sickness."  f  i2mo,  pp. 
68.    Boston. ) 

1713.  Mather,  Cotton.  "  Wholesome  Words — A  Visit 
of  Advice.  Given  unto  Families  That  arc  Visited  with 
Sickness;  By  a  Pastoral  Letter,  bricfiy  declaring  the 
Duties  incumbent  on  all  Persons  in  tlie  Families  that  have 
any  Sick  Persons  in  them."     (16  mo,  pp.  24.     Boston.) 

There  are  several  other  works  by  Cotton  Mather  bear- 
ing medical  titles  but  treating  of  theological  matters. 
Thus,  in  1714  he  published  "  Insanabilia,  An  Essay  upon 
Incurables,  aimed  at  the  Comfort  and  Counsel  of  many 
who  encounter  things  for  which  there  is  no  Remedy  but 
Patience,"  and  in  1717,  "  Febrifugium,  An  Essay  for 
the  Cure  of  Ungodly  Anger." 

Likewise  we  find  a  treatise  published  at  Boston  in  1723 
entitled  "Euthanasia;  or  Sudden  Death  made  Happy 
and  Easy  to  the  Dying  Believer;  Exemplified  in  John 
Frizell." 

.About  the  year  1720  Cadwallader  Colden  published 
"An  Account  of  the  Diseases  and  Climate  (]f  New  York." 
Colden  was  a  Scotchman  who,  after  studying  in  Edin- 
burgh and  Aberdeen,  came  to  Philadelphia  in  1708.  He 
went  home  to  England  in  1715.  but  returned  to  America 
in  1716.  and  two  years  later  settled  in  New  York  City 
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iatTodneedr  sod  wc  find  a  nmnfaer  of  pamphlcis 
ing  it 

Dr.  Zabdid    Bojrlstoa   poWwtirri  "  Same  Aoooam 
what  is  said  of  Inocolatidn,  or  Tfansplantiiig  the 
Pox.  by  Dr.  Enamiel  Tunoaoit  and  Jaoofaos 
with    Remarks    on    the    Lawfalness  of   the    Method.* 
(i6aio,  pp.  32.    Boston.) 

Benjamin  Oilman  published  "  Some  Obsenratwos 
the  new  method  of  rccetving  the  Small  Pox  hy  Ii^isft-^ 
ing  or  InocolaKon."    ( 120x1,  pp.  i6t    Bostoo. ) 

A  Hr.  Grainger  wrote  "  The  Impositioa  of 
tion  as  a  Duty  rdigioosly  considered."    (i2n>o.  p(L  i& 
Boston.) 

The  two  following  letters  were  among  the  effusioosl 
pat  forth: 

( 1 )  "A  Letter  to  a  Friend  in  the  Coimlry.  attempt- 
ir^;  a  Solution  of  the  Objections  against  Inoculation.'* 
(8vo.     Boston.) 

(2)  "A  Letter  from  one  in  the  Countrj*  to  his  Friend 
in  the  Oty;  in  Relation  to  the  Distress  occasioned  by 
Inoculation/'     (8vo.     Boston.) 

Cotton  Mather  produced  two  articles  on  the  subject  of 
Inoculation : 

( 1 )  "A  Solution  of  the  Scruples  of  a  Religious  or 
Conscientious  Nature  against  Inoculation."  (i2mo. 
Boston.) 
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(2)  "An  Account  of  the  Method  and  furllier  Success 
of  Inoculation  for  the  Small  Pox  m  London."  (Svo. 
Boston.) 

Increase  Mather  wrote  "  Some  further  Account  from 
London  of  the  Small  Pox  inoculated ;  with  some  further 
Remarks  on  a  late  scandalous  Pamphlet  entitled  Inocula- 
tion, &c."  (2d  ed-,  i6mo,  pp.  8.  Boston),  ami  alsf> 
"  Several  Reasons  proving  that  Inoculation  is  a  Lawful 
Practice,  &c."     (Single  sheet,  folio.    Boston.) 

John  Williams  wrote  "Arguments  proving  that  In- 
oculation of  Small  Pox  is  not  contained  in  itie  Law  of 
Physics,  cither  natural  or  divine,  and  therefore  unlawful. 
With  a  Reply  to  Increase  Mather."  {i2mo,  pp.  20. 
Boston. ) 

An  anonymous  hand  wrote  "A  Letter  to  John  Wil- 
liams attempting  Solutions  to  his  Scruples  respecting 
Inoculation." 

1723.  Dr.  William  Douglass,  of  Boston,  at  (hat  time 
the  most  prominent  medical  man  of  the  city,  published 
the  three  following  screeds;  "  Inoculation  of  the  Smalt 
Pox  as  Practised  in  Boston,  considered  in  a  Letter  to 
A.[lexander]  S.[tuart],  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  in  London." 
(i2mo.  Boston.)  "Inoculation.  The  Abuses  and 
Scandals  of  some  late  Pamphlets  in  favor  of  Inocula- 
tion modestly  obviated,  and  Inoculation  further  consid- 
ered, in  a  Letter  to  A.  [lexanderl  S.[tuart],  M.D..F.R.S.'* 
(i2mo.  Boston.)  "  Postscript  to  the  Above,  Being  a 
short  Answer  to  Matters  of  fact,  &c.  misrepresented  in 
a  late  doggerel  Dialogue  (between  Acadeinicus  and 
Sawny,  &c)."  (Svo.  Boston.)  In  the  same  year  John 
Williams  wrote  an  "Answer  to  the  Letter  addressed 
to  hini^  attempting  to  remove  his  Scruples  respecting 
Inoctdation  for  the  Small  Pox."  (16  mo,  pp.  18. 
Boston. ) 

38 


434 


THE   HISTORY  OF   MEDICINE 


1723.  There  was  published  in  this  year  an  edition  of' 
a  book  wliich  went  through  many  subsequent  editiotis 
and  would  appear  to  have  had  a  large  sale, — namely, 
"Curiosities  of  Common  Water;  Or  the  Advantages 
thereof  in  Preventing  and  Curing  many  Distempers,  by 
John  Smith,  printed  by  S.  Ketmer  of  Philadelphia." 

1724.  Dr.  Darby  Dawne  published  "  Healtli,  a  Poem, 
Shewing  how  to  Proaire,  Preserve  and  Restore  it.  To 
Which  is  annexed  The  Doctors  Decade.  4tb  edition,  Cor- 
rected."    (Small  4to,  pp.  27.     lioston.) 

Samuel  Keimer  printed  a  book  the  title  of  which  sounds 
interesting.  "  Distinct  Notions  of  the  Plague."  I  have 
been  unable  to  see  a  copy  or  learn  anything  concerning 
the  nature  of  its  contents. 

1726.  Inoculation  literature  continued  to  flourish  for 
many  years  after  the  first  introduction  of  the  practice. 
In  this  year  Increase  Matlier  wrote  "  Several  Rejisons 
for  proving  that  Inoculating  or  Transplanting  the  Small 
Pox  is  a  lawful  Practice,  and  that  it  has  been  blessed  by 
God  for  the  saving  of  many  a  Life." 

1728.  Dr.  Zabdiel  Boylston,  the  first  to  inoculate  in 
America,  published  a  "  History  of  the  Small  Pox  Inoai- 
lated  in  New  England." 

In  1730  he  again  issues  "  History  of  the  Small  Pox  In- 
oculated in  New  England  upon  all  sorts  of  Persons, 
With  Directions  to  the  Inexperienced.  Dedicated  to  her 
Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales."  This  resulted 
in  the  publication  of  a  "  Letter  to  Dr.  Zabdiel  Boylston, 
occasioned  by  a  late  Dissertation  concerning  Inoculation 
of  the  Small  Pox." 

Benjamin  Colman  wrote  a  "  Narrative  of  the  Success 
and  Method  of  Inoculating  the  Small  Pox  in  New  Eng- 
land, with  a  Reply  to  the  Objections  against  it  from 
Principles  of  Conscience." 
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William  Cooper  also  came  to  the  support  of  inocula- 
tion in  a  "  Reply  to  the  Objections  against  taking-  the 
Small  Pox  in  the  Way  of  Inoculation." 

Dr.  Douglass  continued  to  attack  the  practice,  and 
published  two  articles  against  it,— viz.,  "A  Practical 
Essay  concerning-  the  Small  Pox.  &c.,*'  and  "A  Disserta- 
tion concerning  the  inoculation  of  the  Small  Pox." 

There  was  also  published  in  this  year  "  Inoculation,  A 
Dissertation  concerning  Inoculation  of  the  Small  Pox. 
Giving  some  Account  of  the  Rise,  Progress.  Success.  Ad- 
vantages, and  Disadvantages  of  receiving  the  small  Pox 
by  Incisions.  Illustrated  by  sundry  Cases  of  the  Inocu- 
lated," and  *'  A  Sermon  preached  at  St.  Andrews,  ITol- 
born.  July  8.  17^2.  by  Rev.  Edmund  Massey.  against  the 
Dangerous  and  Sinful  Practice  of  Inoculation."  The 
latter  was  reprinted  from  the  third  English  edition. 

In  1730  was  also  published  a  book  which  had  a  wide 
circulation, — namely,  "The  American  Instructor;  or 
Young  Man's  Best  Companion.  To  which  is  added,  the 
Poor  Planters  Physician ;  with  prudent  Advice  to  young 
Tradesmen."  This  edition  was  reprinted  at  Philadel- 
phia. WTicre  it  was  first  put  forth  I  do  not  know,  but 
it  went  through  many  subsequent  editions. 

A  curious  little  publication  was  an  "  Eleg\*  on  the 
Death  of  that  .Ancient,  Venerable,  and  Useful  Matron 
and  Midwife,  Mrs.  Mary  Broadwell,  who  rested  from 
her  labours  Jan.  2,  1730,  aged  100  years  and  one  day." 
Published  at  Philadelphia. 

1732.  This  year  Benjamin  Franklin  reprinted  at 
Philadelphia  a  book  originally  printed  in  London,  which 
rejoiced  in  the  following  title :  "  The  Horrour  of  the 
Gout;  Or  a  Rational  Discourse  demonstrating  that  the 
Gout  is  one  of  the  greatest  Blessings  which  can  befal 
Mortal  Man ;  that  all  Gcntlenten  who  arc  weary  of  it  are 
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their  own  Enemies ;  that  those  practitioners  who  offer  at 
the  Cure  are  the  vainest  and  most  mischievous  Cheats 
in  Nature.  By  way  of  a  Letter  to  an  Eminent  Citizen. 
Wrote  in  the  heat  of  a  violent  Paroxysm,  and  now  pub- 
lished for  the  Common  Good.  By  Philander  Misiatrus." 
This  is  a  very  witty  and  amusing  publication,  giving  us 
an  idea  of  what  gout  meant  to  its  sufferers  in  those  days. 

Thomas  Harward  published  "  Electuarium  Novum 
Alexipharmacum,  A  new  Cordial,  Alexiterical  and  Re- 
storative Electuary."  It  was  in  twenty-six  pages,  octavo, 
and  was  a  treatise  on  pharmacy.  Harward  was  a  clergy- 
man. 

John'  Walton  published  at  Boston  an  "  Essay  on 
Fevers." 

1733.  The  Rev.  Samuel  Hall  published  "  Bitter  Af- 
flictions remembered  and  improved.  Sermon  occasioned 
by  the  raging  of  the  Small  Pox  in  New  Cheshire."  It 
was  issued  at  New  London. 

1734.  Benjamin  Franklin  published  a  new  edition  of 
the  "  Poor  Planters  Physician,"  under  the  title  of  "  Every 
Man  his  own  Doctor;  or  the  Poor  Planters  Physician. 
Prescribing  plain  and  easy  Means  for  Persons  to  cure 
themselves  of  all,  or  most  of  the  Distempers  incident  to 
this  Climate,  and  with  very  little  Charge,  the  Medicines 
being  chiefly  of  the  Growth  and  Production  of  this  Coun- 
try." It  must  have  given  pleasure  to  the  practical  Frank- 
lin to  print  a  book  of  such  great  utility.  Hildebum'  says 
of  it,— 

"  This  popular  work  was  probably  written  by  John  Tennent,  and 
was  first  printed  at  Williamsburg.  It  was  imprinted  by  Franklin 
in  1736,  and  incorporated  in  the  ninth  edition  of  Fisher's  'American 
Instructor,'  Philadelphia,  1748.  A  translation  into  German  was  pub- 
lished in  1749." 

*The  Issues  of  the  Press  in  Pennsylvania. 
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1736.  Dr.  William  Dong:lass  published  "A  Practical 
History  of  a  new  Epidemic,  Eruptive,  Miliary  Fever, 
which  prevailed  in  Boston  in  the  years  1735  and  1736," 

Ja.bez  Fitch  published  an  "  Account  of  the  Throat  Dis- 
temiwr,  then  prevalent  in  Ncwhatnpshire,"  This  "  dis- 
temper" was  diphtheria,  and  was  identical  with  the  fever 
described  by  Douglass. 

Dr.  John  Tennent  published  an  "  Essay  on  the  Pleu- 
risy" at  Williamsburg,  Virginia. 

^7i7-  John  Brown  published  a  "  Relation  of  some  of 
the  remarkable  Deaths  among  the  Children  of  Haverhill, 
under  the  late  Distemper  in  the  Throat;  with  an  Ad- 
dress to  the  Bereaved."  (Boston.)  This  was  the  same 
epidemic  of  which  Fitch  and  Douglass  wrote. 

1738.  We  find  William  Oioper  writing  a  "  Reply  to 
the  objections  which  have  been  made  against  Inoculating 
for  the  Small  Pox."    (8vo.    Boston.) 

Joseph  Emerson  published  "  A  Word  to  those  that  are 
afflicted  very  much.  A  sermon  in  Maiden,  Oct.  20th, 
1738.  On  the  repeated  Deaths  of  Children  in  said  Town, 
by  the  Throat  Distemper."     (8vo,  pp.  26.     Boston.) 

1739.  This  year  we  find  only  an  anonymous  "  Letter 
about  a  Good  Management  under  the  Distemper  of  the 
Measles,  at  this  time  spreading  in  the  Country,"  which 
was  published  at  Boston. 

1741.  Dr.  Cadwallader  Colden^  of  New  York,  pub- 
lished an  ■'  Essay  on  the  Iliac  Passion,"  which  was  printed 
by  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Cole  published  a  "  Dissertation  on  In- 
oculating for  the  Small  Pox"  at  New  London. 

1743.  In  this  year  Dr.  John  Lining  published,  in  the 
"  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,"  an  arti- 
cle containing  the  results  of  a  series  of  experiments  made 
upon  himself  in  the  year  1740.    Norris  says  these  experi- 
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ments  were  among  the  most  valuable  of  their  kind  that 
have  ever  been  pubUshed.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the 
year  1740  he  made  careful  obser\'ations  upon  himself, 
ascertaining  his  weight  each  morning  and  evening,  to- 
gether with  the  weight  of  his  food,  and  of  his  urinary 
and  alvine  discharges.  Dr.  Lining  was  a  Scotchman,  who 
came  to  America  in  1730  and  settled  in  Cliarlcston.  South 
CaroUna.  He  was  a  correspondent  of  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin's, and  was  the  first  person  to  bring  an  electrical  ap- 
paratus into  South  Carolina.  In  1753  he  published  in 
the  "  Edinburgh  Essays  and  Observations"  an  account, 
of  the  "  American  Yellow  Fever." 

1745.  "  The  Art  of  Preserving  Health.  A  Poem,  in 
Four  Books,  by  John  Armstrong,"  was  reprinted  at  Phila- 
delphia. I  have  a  copy  of  this  most  prosy  and  uninter- 
esting medical  compend  in  poetry  in  my  possession.  II 
merely  recites  the  rules  of  hygienic  living  necessary  to' 
health.  The  author  was  an  English  physician,  a  great 
friend  of  Thomson,  the  poet 

There  was  also  published  out  of  Bishop  George 
Berkley's  famous  book  "  An  Abstract  from  his  Treatise 
on  Tar  Water,  adapted  to  Diseases  frequent  in  America. 
By  a  Physician." 

Dr.  Thomas  Cadwalader  published  his  "Essay  on  thej 
West  India  Dry  Gripes.  With  the  Method  of  Preventii 
and  Curing  that  Cruel  Distemper.  To  which  is  added  aal 
Extraordinary  Case  in  Physick."  (410.  Philadelphia.)! 
It  was  printed  by  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Dr.  George  W.  Norris^  says  "  West  India  Dry  Gripes" 
resulted  from  our  forefathers'  habit  of  drinking  punch. 

"  This   beverage   wa^    made    from   Jamaica    Rum,   and    was 
Eosbionablc  drink,  until  poioted  out  as  giving  rise  to  the  djseuw  ia 
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question,  which  it  did,  in  .consequence  of  containing  poisoning  quali- 
ties derived  from  Ihc  leaden  pipe*  which  were  used  in  tiii  distilla- 
tion," 

The  curious  case  was  one  of  osteomalacia. 
Dr.  Cadwallader  Coldeti  published  in  lliis  year  "An 
Essay  on  Yellow  Fever." 

1748.  An  anonymous  work  published  at  Boston  this 
year  was  entitled  "  A  Treatise  proving  that  most  of  the 
Diseases  incident  to  Uie  Fair  Sex  are  owing  to  Flatu- 
lencies not  seasonably  vented." 

1749.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Prince,  following-  the  ex- 
ample uf  his  ecclesiastic  ]>redece5sur.  Bishop  Berkley, 
wrote  a  "  Narrative  of  the  Success  of  Tar  Water."  (8vo, 
pp.  90.  Boston.)  He  also  wrote  an  appendix  to  Thomas 
Prior's  "  Authentic  Narrative  of  the  Success  of  Tar 
Water." 

Somewhere  about  1749  or  1750  Dr.  John  Bard  wrote 
an  "  Essay  on  the  Nature  of  the  Malignant  Pleurisy  that 
proved  so  remarkably  fatal  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Hun- 
ting:ton.  Long  Island,  and  some  other  places  on  Long 
Island,  in  the  winter  of  1749.  Drawn  up  at  the  request 
of  a  Weekly  Society  of  Gentlemen  in  New  York,  and 
addressed  to  them  at  one  of  their  meetings."  There  is 
nothing  to  indicate  that  this  work,  the  manuscript  of 
which  is  in  the  Library  of  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine,  was  published,  though  the  statement  is  some- 
times made  that  it  was  so.  Dr.  Bard  was  a  very  distin- 
guished man.  In  1760  he  published  in  the  London 
C  England)  Medical  Observations  and  Inquiries  '*  A 
Case  of  Extra-Uterine  Pectus." 

1750.  Philadelphia  became  the  centre  of  a  medical 
controversy  this  year  which  caused  quite  a  literary  battle 
to  ensue. 

A  Scotch  physician,  Dr.  Adam  Thompson,  who  had 
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emigrated  to  Mao'land  and  later  had  settled  in  Philadel- 
phia, published  "  A  Discourse  on  the  Preparation  of  the 
Body  for  the  Small  Pox ;  And  the  Manner  of  recei\-ing 
the  Infection.  As  it  was  deliver'd  in  the  Publick  Hall  of 
the  Academy  before  the  Trustees,  and  others,  on  \\'ednes- 
day.  the  21st  of  November,  1750,"  which  was  printed  by 
Franklin.  In  it  he  advocated  giving  the  patient  to  be 
inoculated  a  preparatory  course  of  antimony  and  mer- 
cury. He  said  his  idea  was  founded  upon  the  teachings 
of  Boerhaave, 

1751.  Dr.  John  Kearsley,  famous  as  the  architect  of 
the  State  House  and  Christ  Church,  published  in  this 
year  "  A  Letter  to  a  Friend ;  Containing  Remarks  on  a 
Discourse  Proposing  a  Preparation  of  the  Body  for  the 
Small  Pox.  And  the  Manner  of  receiving  the  Infection. 
With  some  Practical  Hints  relating  to  the  Cure  of  the 
Dumb  Ague,  Lung  Fever,  the  Bilious  Fever,  and  some 
other  Fevers,  incidental  to  this  Province."  It  was 
printed  by  Franklin.  A  reply  to  this  was  issued  in  "  A 
Defence  of  Doctor  Thompson's  Discourse  on  the  Prepara- 
tion of  the  Body  for  the  Small  Pox,  etc.  Wherein  every- 
thing that  has  yet  been  advanced  against  it  is  fairly  ex- 
amined; particularly  Dr.  Mead's  Censure  of  Dr. 
Boerhaave's  opinion  concerning  a  specific  Antidote,  and 
Mr.  Kearsley's  Remarks.  In  a  letter  to  a  Physician  in 
Philadelphia,  By  Alexander  Hamilton,  Physician  at  An- 
napolis, in  Maryland,"  This  came  from  the  press  of 
William  Bradford. 

In  this  year  was  printed  by  Franklin  a  book  with  the 
following  comprehensive  summary  of  its  contents  as  a 
title:  "  Medici na  Britanica;  Or  a  Treatise  on  such 
Physical  Plants  as  are  Generally  to  be  found  in  the 
Fields  or  Gardens  in  Great  Britain;  Containing  a  par- 
ticular Account  of  their  Nature,  Virtue,  and  Uses.    To- 
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gether  with  the  Observations  of  the  most  learned  Physi- 
cians, as  well  ancient  as  modem,  communicated  to  the 
late  Mr.  Ray,  and  the  learned  Dr.  Sim.  PauH.  Adapted 
more  especially  to  the  Occasions  of  those  whose  Condi- 
tion or  Conditions  or  Situation  of  Life  deprives  them, 
in  a  great  Measure  of  the  Helps  of  the  Learned.  By 
Tho.  Short,  of  Sheffield,  M.D.  To  which  is  added.  An 
Appendix ;  Containinjf  the  True  Preparation,  Preserva- 
tion, Uses  and  Doses  of  most  Forms  of  Remedies  neces- 
sary for  private  FamiUcs.  The  Third  Edition. — With 
a  Preface  by  Mr.  John  Bartram,  Botanist  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  his  Notes  throughout  die  Work,  shewirtg  the 
Places  where  many  of  the  described  Plants  are  to  be 
found  in  these  Parts  of  America,  their  Differences  in 
Name.  Appearance  and  Virtue,  from  those  of  the  same 
Kind  in  Europe;  and  an  Appendix,  containing  a  De- 
scription of  a  Number  of  Piants  peculiar  to  America, 
their  Uses,  Virtues,  &c." 

1752.  In  this  year  there  was  published  at  Boston  a 
"  Sennon  before  the  President,  &c,  of  tlie  Hospital  for 
the  Small  Pox,  and  for  Inoculation,  March  5,  1752,"  by 
the  Rev.  Isaac  Maddox. 

Nathaniel  Williams  published  in  Boston  "  The  Method 
of  Practice  in  the  Small  Pox;  with  Observations  on  the 
Way  of  Inoculation." 

1753.  Dr.  John  Lining  published  his  famous  "His- 
tory of  the  Yellow  Fever."  It  was  published  at  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  and  is  the  first  medical  publication 
in  the  Southern  States. 

In  the  I'cnnsylvania  Gasette  for  February  20  of  this 
year  and  in  sub.sequent  numbers  there  were  advertised 
"  Proposals  for  printing  by  Subscription,  Lectures  on  the 
most  important  Branches  of  Physick;  Calculated  for 
Students  in  that  Science.     Wherein  a  Theory  is  laid 
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down,  and  a  Practice  established  on  rational  Principles, 
as  well  as  frnni  Experience,  and  a  just  Observation  of 
Facts,  founded  on  the  Histories  of  the  several  Diseases. 
The  whole  adapted  to  the  Climate  of  North  America, 
To  be  in  2  vols.  Svo,  containing  upwards  ol  400  pages 
each." 

1754.  Dr.  John  Fothergill's  "  Life  and  Travels  in  the 
Work  of  the  Ministry"  was  reprinted  in  Philadelphia. 

Benjamin  Franklin  wrote  and  printed  "  Some  Account 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital ;  from  its  First  Rise,  to  the 
Beginning  of  the  Fifth  Month,  called  May,  1754."  This 
little  book  was  written  for  circulation  through  the  colo- 
nies and  in  Great  Britain  in  order  to  procure  subscrip- 
tions to  the  Hospital,  which  had  been  started  in  1751  and 
was  on  the  point  of  moving  to  a  new  site,  which  it  has 
occupied  ever  since. 

1756.  In  this  year  smallpox  was  epidemic  in  Philadel- 
pliia,  and  Dr.  Laughlin  Macleane  published  "  An  Essay 
on  the  Expediency  of  Inoculation,  and  the  Season  most 
proper  for  it.  Humbly  inscribed  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Philadelphia."  There  is  an  interesting  account  of  this 
Dr.  Macleane  in  Graydon's  Memoirs.  He  had  studied 
medicine  at  Edinburgh,  where  he  knew  Oliver  Gold- 
smith, and  had  come  to  America  as  a  surgeon  in  the 
British  army.  He  left  the  army  and  had  a  drug-store 
in  Second  Street  near  High,  with  a  "  Golden  Pestle"  as 
the  sign.  He  went  back  to  Edinburgh,  became  a  member 
of  Parliament,  and  was  then  appointed  collector  of  the 
port  of  Philadelphia.  He  soon  left  America,  however, 
and  again  returned  to  England,  from  whence  he  went  out 
to  India,  and  served  Warren  Hastings  in  a  confidential 
capacity. 

1760.  In  Boston  was  published  "  Small  Pox,  Direc- 
tions concerning  Inoculation."    (A  small  tamo.) 
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In  this  year  in.  Philadelphia  there  was  published  "  The 
Case  of  Mr.  T.[honias]  L.[avvrence]  with  regard  to  the 
Method  pursued  therein  by  J.fohn]  K.[earsley],  Senior, 
Surgx^on.  with  the  uncommon  Treatment  the  said  J.  K. 
hath  met  with,  in  his  Procedure  tliercin."  I  cannot  find 
out  what  this  had  reference  to.  It  is  probably  some 
ancient  piece  of  scandal,  wliich  it  is  just  as  well  should 
be  forgotten. 

1761.  Dr.  Sylvester  Gardiner,  a  celebrated  physician, 
who  in  tlie  War  for  Independence  was  a  Tory,  and  had 
his  goods  seized  by  Dr.  John  Morgan  for  the  benefit  of 
the  patriots,  issued  a  "Proposal  to  Build  an  Inoculating 
Hospital  for  Small  Pox  at  Boston  —  Addressed  to  the 
Freeholders,  and  other  Inhabitants  of  tliat  Town,  March, 
176 1. 

Benjamin  Grosvcnor  published  at  Boston  "  Health ; 
An  Essay  on  its  Nature,  Value,  Uncertainty.  Preserva- 
tion, and  Best  Improvement."  This  was  the  third  edi- 
tion. 

In  Philadelphia,  Benjamin  Franklin  published  a  second 
edition  of  his  "  Account  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital." 
bringing  it  down  to  May,  1761. 

1763.  At  Germantown,  Pennsylvania,  was  issued 
"The  Plague  in  London.  The  Dreadful  Visitation;  in 
a  short  Account  of  its  Progress  and  Effects  in  the  year 
1665.  &c."     (l2mo.  16  pp.) 

1764.  In  this  year  Dr.  Alexander  Garden,  of  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  published  "An  Account  of  the  Medi- 
cal Properties  of  Pink-Root."  Dr.  Garden  was  a  Scotch- 
man, who  had  stmlied  at  Edinburgh  and  Aberdeen.  In 
1774  he  was  elected  a  Fellow  o£  the  Royal  Society  of 
London.  The  well-known  plant  Gardenia  was  named  in 
honor  of  him  by  Linnaeus,  the  famous  Swedish  botanist. 
He  had  a  consumptive  tendency,  and  during  the  latter 
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p^n  «f  fai*  Ulr  Ik  tnacfied  imKh  <hiuuglj  Bopofc  is 
MWidb  oC  hoddL     la  iam  tmcb  he 

ff^pcd  alyjui  tixtX'Iotif  yean. 

1765.  Dr.  Cadwalbder  CbUoi  pnbbdKd  «  "  TnMiK 
on  Wounds  and  Fevers."  ThU  boolc  was  iaof  sr^^ui^tid 
9»  ft  •Undjird  authority  in  ttw  cxmiitxy.  It  is  va^damaMf 
rcfrrrcd  to  and  quoted  by  medical  aodun. 

Ut.  Jotm  Jones  published  at  New  York,  about  ^n  jcar 
If 7^*5)'  ^  traxiK  entitled  " Otwervations  oo  WoonAs^" 
Thi»  book  I  have  do  information  conccnm^  except  tiic 
hurt  fttatrment  that  it  was  published,  m^de  by  Tho^KS 
In  liin  "  Hirtory  of  Printing  in  North  .-Vmcncaw" 

In  this  year  the  famous  John  Morgan  puUisbed  **A 
Discourne  Upon  the  Institution  of  Medical  Schools  m 
America;  Delivered  at  a  Public  Anniversary  Coramence- 
mctit,  Ik](1  in  the  College  of  Philadelphia  May  30  and 
31.  1765-  With  a  Preface  Containing,  amongst  ocher 
things,  The  Author's  Aiwlogy  for  attempting  to  intro- 
duce the  regular  mode  of  practising  Physic  in  Philadel- 
phia ;  By  John  Morgan,  M.D. ;  Fellow  of  the  Roj'al 
Society  at  London ;  Corresfwmleni  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Surgery  at  Paris;  Mcmlicr  of  the  Arcadian  Belles 
Lettres  Society  at  Rome;  Liceniiale  of  the  Royal  Col- 
l^;e  of  Physicians  in  London  and  in  F-cIinburgh;  and 
ProfesHor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in 
the  College  of  Philadelphia,  Philadelphia.  Printed  and 
Kild  by  William  Bradford,  al  the  corner  of  Market  and 
Pfollt  Streets,  1765."  To  Dr.  Morgan  has  been  justly 
givrn  llic  title  of  Fotmdcr  of  American  Mciticine.  In  this 
ofMrrtin  he  tells  of  the  foiiiuliiig  of  the  medical  school  of 
whNl  li  "ow  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Dr.  Benjamin  Oiurch  published  an  "  Elegy  upon  the 
Times,"  a  patriotic  complaint  of  ihe  miseries  suffered  by 
the  j-Vmcricans.  Dr.  Church  was  at  the  outbreak  of  ihe 
Revolution  probably  the  best-known  medical  man  in  New 
England.  He  was  appointed  to  the  head  of  the  medical 
deparlxnenl  of  the  Continental  army,  but  was  soon  after 
caught  in  treasonable  correspondence  with  the  English 
and  dismissed.  He  wrote  many  pieces  both  in  poetry 
and  prose. 

1766.  Dr.  Church  published  an  "  Elegy  on  the  Death 
of  Dr.  Jonathan  Mayliew." 

1767.  In  this  year  there  was  a  famous  suit  between 
Dr.  Sylvester  Gardiner,  of  Boston,  and  James  Flagg.  and 
the  following  list  of  publications  bearing  upon  it  were 
issued : 

"Dr.  Gardiner  vcrstis  James  Flagg.  Merchant." 

"Address  to  the  Public"  (in  answer  to  the  above). 

"  Dr.  Gardiner's  Statement  in  Relation  to  the  Case 
between  him  and  James  Flagg." 

"  Short  Vindication  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Referees  in 
the  Case  of  Gardiner  vs.  Flagg." 

*'A  Full  Answer  to  the  Pamphlet  entitled  'A  Short 
Vindication  of  the  Referees.'  " 

"  Letter  to  Messrs.  Edward  Payne  and  Henderson 
Inches  (Referees)." 

"  Letters  to  the  Public,"  etc. 

In  the  subsequent  year  was  published  "  Gardiner.  Syl- 
vester, vs.  Flagg.  James.  Two  Pamphlets  relating  to  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Referees  in  the  Case." 

There  was  published  at  Philadelphia  in  this  year  "An 
Essay  on  Inoculation  for  the  Small  Pox.  Wherein  the 
Nature  of  the  Disease  is  explained,  the  various  Methods 
of  Preparation  that  have  been  practised  in  America  are 
critically  examined,  and  that  which  the  Author  has  found, 
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from  his  own  experience,  to  be  most  successful,  is  clearly 
laid  dowTi.  With  an  Ai^)endix  containing  a  Chinirgical 
Examination  of  Mr.  Sutton's  Medicines.  By  Thomas 
Ruston.  M.D." 

1768.  In  this  year  Lionel  Chalmers  published  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina.  "An  Elssay  on  Fevers." 
Dr.  Chalmers  after  graduating  from  the  University  of 
Edinburgh  came  to  America  and  settled  in  South  Caro- 
lina. In  1 754  he  communicated  a  paper  on  "  Opisthot- 
onus and  Tetanus"  to  the  Medical  Society  in  London 
(England),  which  was  published  in  the  first  volume  of 
Transactions  put  forth  by  the  Society.  In  1776  he  pub- 
lished in  London  a  "  Treatise  on  the  Weather  and  Dis- 
eases of  South  Carolina." 

1769.  Dr.  John  Mitchell  in  this  year  published  his 
book  on  the  "  Principles  of  Botany."  He  was  an  Eng- 
lishman, who  came  to  America  in  1700,  settling  in 
Virginia.  In  1743  he  published  in  the  "  Philosophical 
Transactions  of  London"  an  *'  E^say  on  the  Causes  of 
the  Different  Colours  of  People  of  Different  Qimates." 
He  wrote  an  excellent  account  of  the  "  Yellow  Fever  in 
Virginia  in  1741  and  1742,"  but  it  was  not  published  in 
his  lifetime.  At  his  death  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,  and  he  gave  it  to  Dr.  Rush,  who  in  turn 
gave  it  to  Dr.  Hosack,  by  whom  it  was  finally  published 
in  the  American  Medical  and  Philosophical  Register  for 
1814,  vol.  iv. 

In  1769  was  published  an  address  entitled  "An  Histori- 
cal Inquiry  into  the  Ancient  and  Present  State  of  Medi- 
cine," by  Dr.  Peter  Middleton.  It  was  delivered  at  the 
opening  of  the  Medical  School  of  New  York  in  that  year. 
Dr.  Middleton  was  a  Scotchman,  who  came  to  America 
and  practised  medicine  in  the  city  of  New  York.  In 
1750  he  and  Dr.  John  Bard  injected  a  body  and  dissected 
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it.  He  was  the  first  professor  of  Physiology  and  Pa- 
thology ia  the  Medical  College  of  New  York.  In  the 
nintli  volume  of  the  Medical  Kef^osiiory  there  is  published 
a  letter  by  him  to  Dr.  Richard  Bayley  on  Crotip.  Dr. 
Middletoii  died  in  1781. 

Dr.  Samuel  Bard  delivered  an  address  at  the  Com- 
mencement exercises  of  King's  College,  New  York,  in 
1769,  which  was  published  in  Oie  same  year,  under  the 
title  of  "A  Discourse  on  the  Duties  of  a  Physician."  In 
this  address  he  urged  strongly  the  necessity  of  founding 
a  hospital  in  the  city.  Dr.  Hard  was  a  native  of  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  was  bom  in,  1742.  His  father  was  the 
well-known  Dr.  John  Bard. 

In  r76g  there  was  published  in  New  York  the  thir^ 
tcenth  edition  of  a  work  entitled  "  Primitive  Physick, 
or  an  easy  and  natural  Method  of  curing  most  Diseases," 
by  Dr.  John  Wesley. 

The  Bradfords  printed  in  this  year  "  Observations  on 
the  Angina  Maligna;  or  the  Putrid  and  Ulcerous  Sore 
Throat,  with  a  Method  of  Treating  it  By  a  Lover  of 
Pennsylvania."  The  author  is  supposed  to  have  been 
Dr.  Benjamin  Rush.  Hildeburn*  quotes  W.  F.  Aticc  as 
saying  that  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  which  we  now 
term  diphtheria,  "  is  admirable.  The  treatment  ordered 
is  very  remarkable,  inasmuch  as  it  denounces  bleeding 
in  all  cases  of  the  disease,  and  is  the  one  generally  adopted 
nowadays." 

Dr.  Jacob  Ogden.  who  was  bom  in  New  Jersey,  gradu- 
ated from  Yale  College  and  practised  medicine  at  Ja- 
maica, Long  Island,  wrote  a  letter  on  the  "  Malignant 
Sore  Throat  Distemper,"  addressed  to  Mr.  Hugh  (.jaine. 
It  was  printed  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Medical  Reposi- 

*Issu«i  o!  ihc  Prow  in  Pcntisylvioia. 


448  THE    HIST- 

ti>ry  of  X.  . 
Iftter  wa.s  li. 
i.in  tliL'  ^aiiii- 

niany  Facts,  ri 
I''!ii\vcr,    r's(j..   ;■ 
jiirL-il  KfiHitatiiii 
by  l_)r.  Ji'lin   Ki..;: 

Kcarslcy  alji.t  |,-.;' 
Mil;^iiziiU-  I'f  Lund'  ■ 

1771.  Dr.  Saiiii;i  l 
tlit'  Xaiurc.  (.'au>c  a; 
Snro  'l"lirri;ir  1  )isiL'in]H-. 

William    t.'aiia,L,''aii    pr 
{ ii  Hit,  and  all  (,"liri>iiic  I ';  . 
cc'cdiiii,^  imni  liif  same  r,. 
And  a  R.atinnal  and  Xai;:: . 

James  Tiltiin  ]inlilisln.'(l  T 
with   tliL-   title   ""  iJis.seitatiii 
Siili     M'  idcraniiiie     \  iri     adni' 
Smith.    S.T.n.    L\.i;e,L,ni    et    A 
l^nei'acii.    I!\   Curat' uum   .Viici 
!!■  m  Aniplis<:ma'  t'i>I!e;:;ii  ct  Aea<U 
1.)l'"  ■'])tinn'  niaxim'^  aniiiiL-nte.  I'ri  ■ 
mi.-'lLie  in  Medicina  i  junorilius  et   1 
time  ci  iiij^eijuendii  I  {'.rudiliirnm  iix.a:. 
tinnit  Jachn^  Til  ton.  .M.H.     Dnxerihr- 

S.  A.  '[i>siit  puhli^heil  "Ad\iee  in   : 
their  Health." 

T.    !):m-'la!e   uT' 'te  an   anicle  entitin! 
T\lcili..d  <if    h:' 'cn'atin;^-    \>T  tlie   Small    I' 
ai"e  a'!'ieii   -' ime  h'.xpcrinients  in^litnted   \\ 
<I;-ci'\^'r  I'le  I-jVecis  I'f  a  -.imilar  Treatment 
rai  I'ux." 
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1772.  In  this  year  was  published  in  Boston  the  tenth 
edition  of  William  Cadogan's  "  Essay  on  the  Nursing  and 
Management  of  Children."  There  was  another  edition 
also  printed  at  Philadelphia. 

Benjamin  Rush  published  **  Sermons  to  Gentlemen  on 
Temperance  and  Exercise." 

There  was  also  pubh'shed  "A  Funeral  Eulogium  Sacred 
to  the  Memory  of  the  late  Reverend  William  Ramsay,  by 
Jonathan  Elmer,  M.D." 

1773.  Dr.  Benjamin  Oiurch  delivered  the  "Annual 
Oration  in  Conmiemoratton  of  the  Boston  Massacre" 
on  March  5.  Thacher  says  it  "discovers  a  rich  fancy; 
it  is  certainly  one  of  the  very  best  of  the  *  Boston  Ora- 
tions.' " 

There  was  reprinted  in  this  year  "  The  History  of  In- 
oculation, by  M.  de  La  Condamine,"  which  had  been  first 
published  in  1754. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Rush  published  "  Experiments  and  Ob- 
servations on  the  Mineral  Waters  of  Philadelphia,  Abing- 
ton  and  Bristol,  Pa.  Read  June  18,  1773,  before  the 
American  Philosophical  Society — Philadelphia."    Hilde- 


burn' 


says,— 


"The  waiers  of  Abington  and  Bath,  near  Bristol,  were  much 
resorted  to  til]  near  the  middle  of  the  present  century.  The  fame 
o(  the  supposed  '  Philadelphia  Mineral  Water,'  on  llie  disagreeable 
taste  and  fetid  siucll  of  which  Dr.  Rush  has  much  to  say,  was  short- 
lived. The  tme  causes  of  these  qualities  beinj[  discovered  to  arise 
not  from  mineral  sources,  but  from  one  which  put  an  immediate 
stop  to  the  use  of  the  water,  and  made  its  advocates  and  their  dix* 
CLplcs  a  subject  of  ridicule." 

Dr.  Rush  also  published  "  An  Address  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  British  Settlements  on  the  Slavery  of  Negroes 
in  America  (zd  Ed.).    To  which  is  added  a  Vindication 
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of  the  Address  in  Answer  to  a  Pamphlet  cntitJed  *  Slavery 
not  forbidden  in  Scripture;   or  a  Defence  of  the  W< 
Indian  Planters.'     By  a  Pennsylvanian." 

1774.  In  this  year  was  published  a  work  which  was 
more  used  than  any  other  book  of  Its  kind  ever  has  been 
or  ever  will  be, — viz.,  "Domestic  Medicine;  or  the 
Family  Physician :  Being  an  Attempt  to  render  the  Medi- 
cal Art  more  generally  useful  by  shewing  people  what  is 
in  their  own  power  both  with  respect  to  the  Prevention 
and  Cure  of  Diseases.  Chiefly  Calculated  to  recommend 
a  proper  attention  to  Regimen  and  Simple  Medicines.  By- 
William  Uiichan.  M.D.,  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physi- 
cians, Edinburgh.  The  2nd  American  Edition  with  con- 
siderable Additions  by  llie  Aullior." 

Benjamin  Rush  published  "An  Oration  Delivered 
February  4,  1774,  before  the  American  Philosophical 
Society,  held  at  Philadelphia.  Containing  an  Enquiry 
into  the  Natural  History  of  Medicine  among  the  Indians 
in  North  America,  and  a  comparative  View  of  their  Dis- 
eases and  Remedies,  with  those  of  civilized  Nations. 
Together  with  an  Appendix  containing  Proofs  and  Illus- 
trations." 

1775.  In  this  year  Robert  Bell,  a  publisher  of  Phila-] 
delphia,  issued  "  Proposals  for  Printing  by  Subscription, 
Lectures  on  the  Duties  and  Qualifications  of  a  Physician 
with  the  Elements  of  the  Practice  of  Physic.     By  John 
Gregory,  M.D."    The  same  publisher  also  printed  "Lec-i 
turcs  on  the  Materia  Medica,  as  delivered  by  William  Cu!-| 
len,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of; 
Edinburgh.  Now  Published  by  Permission  of  the  Author, 
and  with  many  Corrections  from  the  Collation  of  dif- 
ferent Manuscripts  by  the  Editors."     This  work  went 
through  subsequent  editions,  and  Cullen's  Practice  was 
published  by  Bell  in  1781. 
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John  Hill  published  at  Philadelphia  "  The  Old  Man's 
Guide  to  Health  and  Longer  Life;  with  Rules  for  Diet, 
Exercise,  and  Physic." 

A  most  important  work  appeared  this  year,  which 
served  as  a  text-book  for  the  military  surgeons  in  the 
ensuing  war.  This  was  *'  Plain,  Concise,  and  Practical 
Remarks  on  the  Treatment  of  Wounds  and  Fractures," 
by  John  Jones,  M.D.  It  was  intended  as  a  guide  on 
mihtary  surgery,  and  was  a  most  excellent  book  for  its 
purpose-  Three  editions  were  published  of  it ;  the  second 
in  1776  and  the  third  in  1795.  Dr.  Jones  had  studied 
medicine  under  Dr.  Thomas  Cadwalader,  of  Philadel- 
phia, aiid  his  book  is  dedicated  to  him  in  terms  of  warm 
admiration.  After  completing  his  studies  with  Dr.  Cad- 
walader Dr.  Jones  went  abroad,  and  pursued  his  medical 
studies  in  London,  Edinburgh,  Leyden,  and  France.  He 
received  the  degree  of  M.D.  from  the  University  of 
Rheims.  He  performed  the  first  lithotomy  ever  done  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  was  Professor  of  Surgery  ia 
the  Medical  School  of  New  York.  In  1780  he  removed 
to  Philadelphia,  and  succeeded  to  Dr.  John  Redman's 
place  as  one  of  the  physicians  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital. He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians of  Philadelphia  and  its  first  vice-president.  He 
was  a  friend  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  attended  that 
great  man  in  his  last  illness,  afterwards  publishing  a 
very  interesting  account  of  the  philosopher's  last  hours. 
Dr.  Jones  died  in  June,  1791,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of 
his  age. 
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CHAPTER    X. 

MEDICAL    LEGISLATION    IN    THE    COLONIES. 

The  laws  passed  by  th«  various  colonial  Legislatures 
bearing  upon  the  practice  of  medicine  have  been  tran- 
scribed from  the  archives  of  the  different  States  by 
Toner/  Wickes,^  and  S.  A.  Green."  To  those  which  are 
given  in  their  pages  I  have  been  able  to  add  a  few,  but 
the  field  is  well  covered  by  their  researches. 

One  of  the  earliest  laws  passed  by  any  of  the  colonies 
in  relation  to  medical  men  is  the  act  passed  by  Virginia 
in  1639,  which  was  revised  at  the  session  of  the  Assembly 
in  1645-46: 

"  Whereas  by  the  ninth  act  of  Assembly,  held  the  31  st  of  October, 
i6jg.  con&idenition  bring  had  and  taken  of  th«  iminoderate  and 
excessive  rates  and  prices  exacted  by  practitioners  m  physiek  and 
chirurgcry  and  the  compUints  made  to  the  Assembly  of  (be  bad 
consequence  tliercof,  it  so  happening  through  the  said  intollerable 
exacttonn  that  the  hearts  of  divers  masters  were  hardened  rather  to 
suffer  their  servants  to  perish  for  want  of  fit  means  and  applications 
than  by  seeking  relief  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  griping  and  avari- 
cious men;  be  apprehended  by  such  masters,  who  were  more  swayed 
by  politick  respects  than  Xian  (Christianl  duty  or  charity,  that  it 
was  more  gsinfuU  and  saving  way  to  stand  to  the  hazard  of  Ihcir 
servants  than  to  entertain  the  certain  charge  of  a  physilian  or 
chirurgeon,  whose  demands  for  the  most  parte  exceed  the  purchase 
of  the  patient.  It  was  therefore  enacted  for  the  belter  redress  of 
the  like  abuses  thereafter,  until!  some  filter  coarfe  should  be  ad- 
vised on,  for  the  r^culating  physittans  and  chiiurgeons  within  the 
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colony,  that  it  bIiouM  be  lawful  and  free  for  any  person  or  perttont 
in  »uch  czsce  where  they  stiouM  conceive  the  acco'l  of  physitian  or 
chirurgcoR  to  be  unreasonable,  either  for  his  pains  or  for  bis  drugss 
or  medicines,  to  arrest  the  said  physitian  or  chirurKcon  eilhcr  to  the 
quarter -court,  or  counry-coiirt  where  they  inhjihilt,  where  the  said 
physilian  should  declare  upon  oalh  the  true  value,  worth,  and  c|uan- 
lily  of  his  druggv  and  medicines  adininixtcrrd  lo  or  for  the  u»c  uf 
ph.  [paiiem].  Whereupon  the  court  where  the  matter  was  tryed 
was  to  adjudge  and  allow  to  the  said  physitian  or  chtrurgeon  such 
saiisfaciion  and  reward  as  they  in  their  di<%cretioits  should  think 
fitt.  And  it  was  further  ordered,  that  when  it  should  be  sufficiently 
proved  in  any  of  the  said  courts  that  a  physitian  or  ehirurgeon  bad 
neglected  his  patient,  or  that  he  had  refused,  being  thereunto  re- 
quired, his  helpe  or  assistance  to  any  person  or  persons  in  Ricknesi 
or  extremity,  that  the  said  physitian  or  ehirurgeon  should  be  cen- 
sured by  the  said  court  for  such  his  neglect  or  refusal,  which  said  act 
and  every  clause  therein  mentioned  and  rc[>ea[cd,  this  present  Crand 
Assembly  to  all  intents  and  purposes  doth  revive,  ratifie.  allow,  and 
confinne,  with  this  only  exception  thai  pits  Ipaltentsj  shall  hare 
their  remedy  at  the  county  courts  respectively,  unless  in  case  of 
ftppeal." 

The  same  State  enacted  three  more  laws  bearing  on  the 
practice  of  medicine  during  the  seventeenth  century :  (  i  ) 
"An  Act  regulating  Chinirgcons  accounts,"  in  1662; 
(2)  "An  Act  allowing  Chirurgeons  accounts  to  be 
plearleri  after  decease  of  the  party."  1662;  (3)  "An 
Act  relating  to  Physicians  and  Chirurgeons  accounts," 
1691. 

In  1722  the  State  of  Virginia  passed  an  "  Act  to  oblige 
Ships  coming  from  places  infected  with  the  plague  to 
perform  their  quarantine." 

In  1736  the  Virginia  Assembly  passed  "  An  Act  regu- 
lating the  fees  and  accounts  of  the  practicers  in  physic." 

"  (I)  iVhrrras  the  practice  of  physic  in  this  colony  is  most  com- 
monly taken  up  and  followed  by  surgeons,  apothecaries,  or  such  u 
have  only  served  apprenticeships  to  those  trades,  who  often  prove 
very  unskillful  in  the  art  of  a  physician;  and  yet  do  demand  ex- 
cessive fees  and  exact  unreasonable  prices  for  their  medicines  whicli 
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they  administer,  lad  do  loo  often,  for  the  sake  of  maldns  np  kxig 
and  expeiuive  btUs,  load  their  patieou  wiili  sreater  quaadtie* 
thereof,  than  are  neecs^ry  or  nsefoL  oooctalittg  all  the  composi-' 
tioos,  as  well  1o  prevent  the  discovery  of  their  practice,  as  of  the 
true  value  of  what  they  administer;  which  is  become  a  gricrvajace, 
dangerous  and  intolerable,  aa  well  to  the  poorer  sort  of  people,  as 
others,  &  doth  require  the  moit  effecttial  remedy  that  the  nature 
of  the  thing  will  admit. 

"  (11)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Lieulenamt-Cavemor.  Comm* 
cil,  aiui  Burgejaes  of  the  present  Generat  Assembly,  and  it  it  hereby 
emocU4,  by  the  anthority  of  the  tome.  That  from  and  after  the 
pa»siiig  of  thii  Act.  no  praaicer  in  physic  in  any  action  or  suit 
whatsoever,  hereafter  to  be  commenced  in  any  court  of  record  in 
this  Colony,  shall  recover,  for  visiting  any  sick  person,  more  tliaa 
the  raic^  bercaflcr  mentioned:    that  is  (o  say — 

"  Surgeons  and  apothecaries  who  have  served  an  ^vrcnticesfaip 
to  those  trades,  shall  be  allowed : 

£       *.        d. 
For  every  WsJt  and  preicriplion  in  town,  or  witbm 

five   mites 0  5         oo 

For  every  mile  above  five  and  under  ten 0  I         oo 

For  every  visit  of  ten  miles 0        to         oo 

For  every  mile  above  ten 0       OO        ob 

With  an  allowance  of  all  ferriage  in  iheir  joomeyt. 

To  sargcons.  for  a  simple  fracture  and  cure  thereof    a        oo        oo 

For  a  compound  fracture  and  cure  thereof 4       OO        oo 

But  those  persons  who  have  studied  physic  in  any 

university,  and  taken  any  degree  thei^in.  shall 

be  allowed  for  every  viwt  and  prescription  in 

town  or  wilhin  five  miles 0        10        oo 

If  above  five  miles,  for  every  mile  more  under  ten. .     o  I         oc 

Fur  a  visit,  if  not  above  ten  miles i        oo       oo 

And  for  every  mile  above  ten o         I        ott 

"  (III)  And  to  Ihe  end  the  true  value  of  the  medicine  adminU- 
tered  by  any  praclicer  in  physic,  may  be  better  known,  and  judged 
of.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  avthority  aforesaid.  That  whenever 
any  pills,  bolus,  potion,  draught,  electuary,  decoction,  or  any  medi- 
cine, in  any  form  whatsoever,  shall  be  administered  to  any  *ick 
perion.  ihc  person  admirislering  the  same  shall,  at  the  same  time, 
deliver  in  his  bill,  expressing  every  particular  thing  made  up 
therein;  or  if  the  medicine  adminii^tcTed  be  a  simple,  or  compound, 
directed  in  the  dispensatories,  the  true  name  thereof  shall  be  ex- 
pressed in  the  same  bill,  together  with  the  quantities  and  prices,  iq 
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both  cases.  And  in  faiJure  thereof,  such  practicer,  or  any  apothe- 
cary. niAking  up  the  prescription  of  another,  ^hall  be  nonsuited,  in 
Any  action  or  suit  hereafter  commenced,  which  sliall  be  grounded 
upon  such  bill  or  bills:  Nor  shalE  any  book,  or  account,  of  any 
practicer  in  phytic,  or  any  apothecary,  be  permiiced  to  be  given  ia 
evidence,  before  a  court;  unless  the  article  therein  contained,  be 
charged  according  to  the  direction  of  this  act. 

"  (IV)  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
that  this  act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force,  for  and  during  two 
years,  next  after  the  passage  tliereof  and  from  thence  to  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  a&semhiy."* 

In  1769  Virginia  passed  an  "  Act  to  regulate  the  inocu- 
lation of  small  pox  within  the  colony."  This  act  was 
amended  in  1777.  , 

In  [649  an  attempt  was  made  to  regulate  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  Massachusetts  by  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing law : " 

"  CBmtmcioNS.  Midwives,   Physitiavs 
"  ForasTTiuch  as  the  Law  of  God  allowes  no  man  to  impaire  the 
Life,  or  Limbs  of  any  Person,  but  in  a  judicial  way; 

"  Jt  is  therefore  Ordered.  That  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever, 
imployed  at  any  time  about  the  bodye  of  men.  women,  or  children, 
for  preservation  of  life,  or  health;  as  Chirurgcons.  Midwives, 
Physitians  or  olhcrs.  prcMime  to  exercise,  or  put  forth  any  act 
contrary  to  the  known  approved  Rules  o(  An,  in  each  Mystery  and 
occupation,  nor  exercise  any  furcc,  violence  or  cruelty  upon,  or 
towards  the  body  of  any,  whether  young  or  old,  (no  not  in  the  most 
difficult  cases)  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  such  as  arc  skilt- 
fnl  in  the  same  Art,  ('^  »"ch  may  be  had)  or  at  least  some  of  ihc 
wisest  and  gravest  tlien  present,  and  consent  of  the  patient  or 
patients  if  they  be  mentis  compotes,  much  less  contrary  to  such 
advice  and  consent;  upon  such  severe  punislimeni  as  the  nature  of 
the  fact  may  deserve,  which  Law  nevertheless,  is  not  intended  to 
discourage  any   front  all  lawiull   use  of  their  skill,  hut  rather  to 

'Transcribed  by  Toner  in  his  "Contributions  to  the  Annals  of 
Medical  Progress."  from  Henning's  Statutes. 

'  Ancient  Charters  and  Laws  of  Massachusetts,  p.  76.  Also 
quoted  by  Green.  "  History  of  Medicine  in  Mastadiusetts,"  and  by 
Tooer,  "Annali  of  Medical  Progress." 
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incourage  and  Oirrct  thrni  in  the  tight  uic  thereof,  and  inhibit  and 
rcstreioe  the  presumptuous  arrogancy  of  such  as  through  prcsidepce 
of  their  own  skill,  or  anjr  other  minister  respects,  dare  boldly  attempt 
to  exercise  any  violence  upon  or  towards  the  bodycs  of  young  or 
old,  one  or  other,  to  the  prejudice  or  hajrard  of  the  life  or  limbe 
of  man,  woman,  or  d)Ud." 

Green  •  quotes  a  petition,  which  is  in  the  Massachusetts 
Archives,  assigned  to  the  date  1653,  and  is  of  much  in- 
terest.   It  is  as  follows: 

"  To  THE  HoNOR»o  Court. 

"  Wtiereas  there  be  many  Chirurgions  that  came  over  in  the  &hipt 
into  this  Bay,  &  lii^fe  practise  both  phy»ick  and  Chirurgery  to  tbe 
hazaxding  of  the  lives  &  limbes  of  some,  &  the  detriment  of  many. 
being  unskilled  in  those  Arts.  May  it  please  this  Honored  Court 
to  take  into  Consideration  whether  such  ought  not  10  be  restrainedt 
&  that  iirst  they  may  be  exercised  by  the  skilfull  &  authorised 
Phisilians  &  Chirurgions  in  this  towiie,  &  then  being  found  skilfull, 
&  approved  by  them  may  by  some  Magistrates  be  licensed  to  prac- 
tise the  time  they  are  resident  here,  but  if  any  one  shall  presume 
on  shore  to  practice  wthout  libert)-  granted,  that  some  fine  may  be 
imposed  vpon  him  for  every  such  default  according  to  yon'  dis- 
cretion." 

In  i6gg  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  passed, 
"  An  Act  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  sickness." 
In  1 701  it  passed  an  act  "authorizing  the  selectmen  to 
provide  for  those  sick  witii  contagious  diseases."  Massa- 
chusetts enacted  more  laws  to  prevent  the  spread  of  con- 
tagious diseases  than  any  other  colony,  as  the  following 
list  will  show. 

In  the  summer  of  1716  a  committee  was  appointed  by 
the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  to  select  a  site  for 
an  isolation  hospital  for  quarantine  purposes.  It  was 
proposed  to  locate  it  on  Spectacle,  or  else  on  Squantum 
Island,  but  the  owner  of  the  former  asked  an  exorbitant 
price  for  his  island,  and  the  towns  of  Dorchester  and 
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Braintree  protested  so  vigorously  against  the  use  of 
Squantum  for  the  purpose  that  it,  too,  had  to  be  aban- 
doned. The  next  year,  however.  Spectacle  Island  was 
seaired  and  a  hospital  erected  on  it,  which  served  its  pur- 
pose until  1737,  when  the  location  was  changed  to  Rains- 
ford  Island,  where  it  continued  until  1847,  when  it  was 
transferred  to  Deer  Island,  from  whence,  in  1867,  it  was 
transferred  to  Gallop's  Island,  where  it  continues. 

In  1730  the  General  Court  passed  "  An  Act  empower- 
ing courts  to  adjourn  and  remove  from  town.-;  appointed 
by  law  for  holding  courts,  in  case  of  sickness  by  the 
smallpox."  In  1731  an  act  was  passed  "to  prevent  per- 
sons concealing  the  smallpox,  and  requiring  a  red  cloth 
to  be  hung  out  in  all  infected  places." 

In  1742  was  passed  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  spreading 
of  the  smallpox,  and  other  infectious  diseases  and  con- 
cealing the  same." 

In  1743  an  act  was  passed  "  regulating  the  hospital  on 
Rainsford  Island,  and  further  providing  in  case  of  infec- 
tious sickness." 

In  1750  an  act  was  passed  "  to  regulate  the  importation 
of  Germans  and  other  passengers,  coming  to  settle  in  this 
Province,  providing  that  sufficient  provisions  and  room 
be  given  them  to  prevent  the  contraction  of  disease." 

In  t758  a  supplementary  quarantine  act  was  jiassed, 
enabling  magistrates  to  seclude  those  suffering  from  con- 
tagious diseases  on  Rainsford  Island. 

The  above  shows  certainly  a  very  earnest  desire  to  con- 
fine contagious  diseases  within  as  close  limits  as  possible. 

In  some  letters  of  John  Hancock's''  recently  published 
there  is  one  containing  a  reference  to  the  annoyance  he 
experienced  in  consequence  of  the  quarantine  enforced 

*John  Hancock.    His  Dook.  by  Abram  English  Brown. 
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on  a  brig  consigned  to  him,  in  wliich  smallpox  had  de- 
veloped on  the  voyage  from  England.    He  says, — 

"  I  should  be  glad  the  masters  would  be  carcfall,  who  Uiejr  take 
on  board  a»  paiMogers,  for  this  misfortune  of  tb«  smallpox  on 
board  the  Brig,  was  wholly  owing  to  a  Negro  Servant  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, who  had  in»t  recovered  of  that  disorder;  this  will  create 
ns  an  Exptnct  of  £sa  stg." 

The  letter  is  dated  December  6,  1 764. 

In  1781  the  act  incorporating  the  Massachusetts  Medi- 
cal Society  was  passed. 

Toner  gives  the  following  list  of  laws  enacted  during 
the  colonial  jjeriod  in  Connecticut  relating  to  the  practice 
of  medicine:   "An  Act  to  prevent  the  small-pox  being 
spread  in  this  colony  by  pedlars,  hawkers,  petty  chapmen," 
enacted  1722;  physicians  and  chirurgeons  to  be  exempt 
from  performing  military  duty,  enacted  in  the  bill  regu- 
lating the  militia  in  1722;  physicians  and  chirurgeons  to 
be  taxed  and  rated  as  others,  enacted  1722;  an  act  amend- 
ing the  act  of  171 1,  enacted  1728;  an  act  providing  in 
all  cases  of  contagious  sickness,  enacted  1729;    an  act 
providing  in  case  of  infectious  diseases,  enacted   1732; 
an  act  additive  to  the  act  of  1729,  requiring  that  all  goods 
coming  from  infected  places  be  aired  Irefore  exposure  for 
sale,  enacted  1752;  an  act  additive  to  the  foregoing  pro- 
viding for  vessels  coming  from  infected  parts,  enacted 
1756;  an  act  additive  to  the  same,  regulating  inoculation, 
enacted  1760:   an  act  additive  to  the  same  concerning 
inoculation,  enacted  1761;  an  act  reviving  the  original 
act  of  1729,  with  all  its  additives,  enacted  1769;    an 
act  for  the  suppression  of  mountebanks  (dealers  in  quack 
medicines),  enacted  1773. 

Toner  only  found  one  law  in  the  colonial  statutes  of 
Rhode  Island  which  is  of  interest  in  our  present  inquiry. 
It  was  "  An  act  to  prevent  Uic  spreading  of  the  small- 
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pox  and  other  contagious  diseases  in  this  State."  It  was 
first  enacted  in  1743,  and  again  passed  in  revised  form  in 
1748. 

In  the  province  of  New  York  many  laws  were  enacted 
at  a  very  early  period  hearing  upon  the  practitioners  of 
medicine  and  surgery  within  its  limits. 

Toner  quotes  from  the  Dxitch  Records  for  February  2, 
1652,  the  following  quaint  minute: 

"  On  the  pctitioa  of  the  cbirurgcons  of  New  Amsterdam  that  none 
but  ihcy  alone  be  allowed  to  shave;  the  director  and  council  undcr- 
starnl  ih.il  shavin;  alone  doth  not  appertain  cxclii*ively  to  chirur- 
gcry,  but  is  an  appendix  thereunto;  that  no  man  can  be  prevented 
operating  on  himself,  nor  to  do  another  the  friendly  act,  provided 
it  be  through  courtesy,  and  not  for  gain  whicli  is  hereby  forbidden. 
It  was  then  further  ordered  that  ship-barbers  shall  not  be  allowed 
to  dress  any  wounds  nor  administer  any  potions  on  shore  without 
the  previous  knowledge  and  special  consent  of  llic  petitioners  or 
at  best  of  Doctor  La  Montague." 

Dr.  Johannes  La  Montague  was  a  member  of  Governor 
Kieft's  Council,  and  a  man  of  great  eminence  and 
authority  in  the  affairs  of  the  province. 

In  December,  1657,  a  city  ordinance  was  passed  giving 
notice 

"To  all  Chinirgeons  of  the  City  that  when  they  arc  called  to  dress 
ft  wound  they  iiluill  ask  the  patient  who  wounded  him  and  tliat  in- 
formation thereof  be  given  to  the  Schoiit"  (»,r,  sheriff). 

In  16G5  the  Duke  of  York  published  a  code  of  laws  by 
which  the  settlers  in  the  grant  made  to  him  the  previous 
year  should  be  governed.  This  grant  included  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  and  also  Martha's  Vineyard  and  Nan- 
tucket.   Among  these  laws  we  find  the  following: 

"Chirubceoks,  MiDwrvKs.  PaysiciAns  — That  no  perwn  or  per- 
sons whatever  employed  about  the  twdy.-!  of  men.  women,  or  chil- 
dren for  the  preservation  of  life  or  health,  as  chirurgroni.  midwives, 
physicians,  or  others,  presume  to  put  forth  or  exercise  any  act 
contrary  to  the  known  approved   rule  of  art  in  each  mystery  or 
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occtvMton.  or  exercise  any  force,  violeace.  of  cmelt;  npon  or 
towards  the  body  of  any.  whether  young  or  old.  wtcbout  the  advice 
and  counsel  of  such  as  are  skilful  in  the  same  art,  (if  such  may  be 
bad,)  or  at  least  of  some  of  the  wisest  and  gravest  then  present, 
and  consent  of  the  patient,  or  patients;  if  they  be  hu-n/u  cofmpotts. 
much  less  contrary  to  such  advice  and  consent,  upon  such  severe 
punishment  as  the  nature  of  the  fact  may  deserve;  which  law, 
nevertheles.1,  is  not  intended  to  discourage  any  from  all  lawful  use 
of  (heir  skill,  but  rather  to  encourage  and  direct  them  tn  the  right 
use  thereof,  and  to  inhibit  and  restrain  the  presumptuous  arrogance 
of  such  as  through  confidence  of  their  own  skill  or  any  other  sinister 
respects,  dare  boldly  attempt  to  cxerdsc  any  violence  npon  or 
towards  the  body  of  young  or  old.  one  or  other,  to  the  prejudice  or 
hasard  of  the  life  or  limb  of  man,  woman,  or  child." 

This  law  is  almost  exactly  the  same  as  that  enacted  in 
Massachusetts  in  1649. 

On  June  10.  1760,  the  General  Assembly  of  New  York 
passed  the  following  law  regulating  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine in  the  city  of  New  York: 

*  Whertas  many  ignorant  and  unskilful  persons  in  physick  aad 
surgery,  in  order  to  gain  a  subsistence,  do  take  upon  themselves  to 
administer  physick  and  practice  surgery  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
to  the  endangering  of  the  lives  and  limbs  of  their  patients,  and  many 
poor  and  ignorant  persons  inhabiting  the  said  city,  who  have  been 
persuaded  10  become  their  patients,  have  been  great  sufferers  thereby; 
for  preventing  such  abuses  for  the  future — 

"  L  Bt  it  enacted  by  his  honor  tht  lituttnant- governor,  the  coh»- 
cil,  and  the  general  assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  th* 
authority  of  the  lamr.  That  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this 
act  no  one  whatsoever  shall  practice  as  a  physician  or  surgeon  in  the 
said  city  of  New  York  before  he  shall  first  have  been  examined  in 
physick  and  surgery,  and  approved  of  and  admitted  by  one  of  His 
Majesty's  council,  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  the  King's 
Btlomcy -general,  and  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York  for  the 
time  being,  or  by  any  ttiree  or  more  of  them,  taking  to  their  assist- 
ance  for  such  exatnitiations  such  proper  pcriion  or  persons  as  they 
in  their  discretion  shall  think  fit.  And  if  any  candidate,  after  dtie 
examination  of  his  learning  and  skill  in  physick  and  surgery  m 
aforesaid,  shnll  be  approved  and  admitted  to  |>racti<:e  -is  3  physician 
and  surgeon,  or  both,  the  &aid  examiners,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  shall  give,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  the  person  so 
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admitted  u  aforesaid,  a  testimonial  ol  his  examination  and  admis* 
don,  and  in  the  form  followinB.  to  wit : 

"  To  ail  whom  these  presents  shall  come  or  may  concern: 
"  Know  ye.  that  we,  whose  names  arc  hereunto  subscribed,  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  Council,  and  Uie 
General  Ass«nibly,  made  and  published  at  New  York,  the  tenth  day 
of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty,  enlilk'd  '  An  act  to  rcxulutc  the  practice  of  physick  and  surgery 

in  the  city  of  New  York,'  have  duly  examined  physician  (or) 

surgeon,  or  physician  and  surgeon,  {as  the  case  may  be.)  and,  having 
approved  of  his  skill,  have  admitted  him  as  a  physician  (or)  surgeon, 
(or)  physician  and  surgeon,  to  practice  in  the  said  faculty  or  facul- 
ties throughout  thi^  province  of  New  York,  tn  testimony  whereof 
we  have  affixed  our  seah  to  this  instrument,  at  New  York,  this  — 

day  of  .  anno  Domini  one  thousand  . 

"  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforetaid.  That 
if  any  pcriion  ^hall  practise  in  the  city  of  New  York  as  a  physician 
or  surgeon,  or  both  as  a  physician  and  surgeon,  without  such  lesit- 
monial  as  aforesaid,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum 
of  five  pounds,  one-half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person  or  persona 
who  i^hall  sue  tor  the  same  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  church- 
wardens and  vestrymen  of  the  said  city  (or  the  use  of  the  poor 
thereof,  the  said  forfeiture  to  be  recovered  with  costs  before  the 
mayor,  recorder  or  any  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  said  city,  who  are 
hereby  empowered  in  a  summary  way  to  hear,  try.  and  determine 
any  suit  brought  for  such  forfeiture,  and  to  give  judgement  and  to 
award  execution  thereupon :  Provided.  That  thi.'s  act  shall  not  ex- 
tend to  any  person  or  persons  administering  physick  or  practising 
surgery  within  the  said  city  before  the  publication  thereof,  or  to  any 
person  having  his  Majcst}''s  commission  and  employed  in  his  service 
as  a  physician  and  surgeon." 

Toner  gives  the  titles  of  the  following  laws  enacted 
in  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania :  "  An  Act  to  prevent 
sickly  vessels  coming  into  this  government,"  enacted 
1700:  an  act  vesting  the  Province  Island,  and  the  huild- 
ings  thereon  erected  and  to  be  erected,  in  trustees,  and 
for  providing  an  hospital  for  such  sick  passengers  as 
shall  be  imported  into  this  province,  and  to  prevent  the 
spreading  of  infectious  distempers,  enacted  1742;  an  act 
for  prohibiting   the   imjiortation  of  German  or   other 
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in  too  great  ^nmitics  io  ^Bf  ooc  vessel,  ot- 
acud  1749;  an  act  ID  cuuutujgc  tiie  <niiliPiliHig  of  an 
hotfittal  for  tbe  rdael  of  the  sack  poor  of  tUs  imuvmcjc; 
and  for  die  recq<ioB  and  care  of  hnatJchy  enacted  1751 ; 

an  act  regarding  Ibe  iuyortatioo  of  Gcnzsuis  and  odiers, 
enaeled  1765;  an  act  to  prereot  infectioDS  ritscaars  bem^ 
DKOugfat  mo  du  province,  maiitcd  1774- 

No  medical  legislation  was  attexnpCed  in  New  Jersey, 
if  we  except  the  law  inclnded  amoi^  the  onctmenu  of 
the  Ddce  of  York,  in  1665,  tmtil  the  iooorporatioa  of 
the  New  Jersey  Medical  Society  tn  1766.  In  1772  die 
L^iilature  passed  the  following: 

'Am  At$  To  Rcfsblc  the  Pneikc  of  PbTsk  aad  Sarsoy  withim 
dM  Coloar  of  New  Jtnej. 

"  Pasted  S<pL  36.  I77X 
"  Whtrtat  tOABj  ignorant  and  tnukilful  persons  tn  Pfarsic  and 
Surceiy,  to  gain  a  mbMStence,  do  take  tipon  tbeniselru  to  adminis- 
ter Plqriic  and  practise  Surgerf.  in  the  Colony  of  Sew  Jersey,  to  the 
endangering  of  tbe  Livei  and  Limbs  of  their  Patients '.  and  many  of 
Hi*  Majc.itr'i  SubjecU  who  have  been  pcrjoadcd  to  become  thetf 
Paiients  have  been  Suffering  thereby;  (or  the  Prevention  of  stuJi 
Aboic*  for  the  future  Bt  It  EnacUd  by  iht  Govrrmor,  Council  and 
Gtntral  Aliembly  and  it  ii  hereby  Enatted  by  the  Aulkority  of  th* 
tamt,  Tliat  from  and  after  tbe  Publication  of  this  act.  no  Person 
whitsoerer  shall  practise  as  a  Physidan  or  Surgeon,  within  this 
Colony  of  New  Jersey,  before  he  shall  have  first  been  examined  in 
Pbyiic  and  Surgery,  approved  of,  and  admitted  by  any  two  of  the 
Judge*  of  Ihe  Supreme  Court,  for  the  time  being,  taking  to  their 
AHlslancc  for  such  Examination  such  proper  Person  or  Persons,  as 
they  in  their  Discretion  shall  thtnic  fit,  for  which  service  the  said 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  aforesaid,  shall  be  Entitled  to  a  Fee 
of  Iwenly  thillingi,  to  be  paid  by  tbe  Person  applying,  xnd  if  any 
Candidate,  after  due  Examination  of  his  Learning  and  Skill  in 
Physic  Of  Surgery,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  approved  and  admitted  to 
practise  ai  a  Physician  or  Surgeon,  or  boih.  the  said  Examiners,  or 
any  two  or  more  shall  give  under  their  Hands  and  Seals,  to  the 
Person  so  admitted  as  aforesaid,  a  Testimonial  of  his  Examination 
and  Admission  in  the  Form  following  to  wit: 
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"To  all  to  tithom  these  preiients  shall  come  or  may  eoncernt 
know  jrc,  that  Wc  whose  Names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  in  Pur- 
suance of  an  Act  of  the  Governor,  Council,  aiid  General  Assembly  of 
the  Colony  of  New  Jersey,  made  in  ihe  Twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George  the  Third,  Entitled,  An  Act  to 
regulate  the  Practice  of  Pkysic  and  Surgery  within  Ihe  Cotony  of 
New  Jersey,  having  duly  examined of Physician  or  Sur- 
geon, or  Physician  and  Surgeon  a«  the  case  may  be,  and  having  ap- 
proved of  his  Skill,  do  admit  him  ax  a  Physician  or  Surgeon,  or 
Physician  and  Surgeon,  to  practise  in  the  said  Faculty  or  Faculties, 
throughout  the  Colony  of  New  Jersey.  In  Testimony  whereof  we 
have  hereunto  subscribed  our  Names  and  afFlxcd  our  Seals  to  this 
Instrument,  at this  —  Day  of Anno  Domini  17 — 

"2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That  if 
any  Person  or  Perxonij  shall  ]>racli8e  as  a  Physician  or  Surgeon  or 
both  witliin  the  Colony  of  Nciv  Jerjey,  without  such  Testimonial  as 
aforesaid,  he  shrill  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  Oflfencc  the  Sum  of 
Five  Pounds;  one  Half  thereof  to  the  Use  of  any  Person  or  Persons 
who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  the  other  Half  to  the  Use  of  the 
Poor  of  any  City  or  Township  where  sucli  Person  shall  so  practise 
contrary  10  the  Tenor  of  this  Act;  to  be  recorded  in  any  Court 
where  Sums  of  this  Amount  are  cognizable,  with  Costs  of  Suit 

"3.  Provided  Altcays,  that  this  Act  shall  not  he  construed  to  ex- 
tend to  any  Person  or  Persons  administering  Physic  or  practising 
Surgery  before  llie  publication  hereof,  within  this  Colony,  or  to  any 
Person  bearing  his  Majesty's  Commission  and  employed  in  his  Scr- 
Ticc  as  a  Physician  or  Surgeon. 

"And  provided  ahvayi  that  nothing  in  thia  Act  shall  be  construed 
to  hinder  any  Person  or  Persons  from  bleeding,  drawing  Teeth,  or 
giving  Assistance  to  any  Person,  for  which  Services  such  Persons 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  make  any  Charge,  or  recover  any  Reward. 

"Providing  also,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  hinder  any  sktllfu!  Physician  or  Surgeon  from  any  of  the  neigh- 
boring Colonies  being  sent  for  upon  any  particular  Occasion,  from 
practising  on  such  Occasion  within  this  Colony. 

"4,  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That 
any  Person  now  practising  Physic  or  Surgery,  or  that  shall  hereafter 
be  licensed  as  by  this  Act  is  directed,  shall  deliver  his  Account  or 
Bill  of  Particulars  to  all  and  every  Patient  in  plain  English  Words. 
or  as  nearly  so  as  the  Articles  will  admit  of;  all  and  every  of  which 
Accounts  shall  be  liable,  whenever  the  Patient,  his  Executors  or 
Administrators  shall  require,  to  be  taxed  by  any  one  or  more  of  the 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  any  one  or  more  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  County,  City  or  Borough 
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■fcuiiB  ihi  pvt7  eoapUBiac  mUes,  cmSac  lo  tfadr 

Mdl  pCTHMA  UMfClB  mlllBO  U  taqT  HM)*  ***'"  fra^Cf . 

'  5.  ^»d  ^r  (f  fmrtkfr  tmacUd  by  CW  j<MfA«rity  a/onMaid;  That 
CTcr7  Flirsadas,  Soiceoa  or  ?*""^"*T"''  Dodor  wfap  dsB  cohm 
iaio,  aad  tnni  dviMch  this  ColciBr.  >Dd  efcn  any  State  or  Ifauii 
for  titt  Mir  of  Drsfi  or  M«JiciDW  of  aar  Kind.  AmU  for  every  mkIi 
Offence  forfeit  and  p^  the  loai  ai  Twenty  PomUs,  PracUmMiaa 
mofwy ;  to  be  reoovered  m  aaj  Coon  where  tbe  unie  may  be  €«)(• 
lUzaUc,  witb  Co«t»  of  Suit ;  one  Half  to  tbe  Per«oa  who  will  prose- 
cine  tbe  came  to  Effect,  the  other  Half  to  ihc  use  of  tbe  Poor  of  any 
Oty.  Bonmck  Tovndiip  or  Preciaet  where  tbe  offoee  dnll  be  coe»- 
niitcd. 

"6.  An4  be  it  further  enacted  by  tke  Authority  aforesmd.  That 
this  Act.  and  every  clause  and  Article  faerein  cootained.  shall  oon- 
lioue  and  be  in  Force  for  the  space  of  Five  Years,  and  from  ibencc 
until  tbe  End  of  the  neict  Scasioa  of  tbe  General  Assembly,  nnd  no 
longer." » 

This  law  was  re-enacted  in  1784. 

I  have  found  but  one  law  passed  by  the  colonial  gov- 
emn»ent  of  Delaware  which  bore  in  any  way  on  the  regu- 
lation of  medical  affairs.  It  was  enacted  in  1726,  and  was 
"  An  act  to  prevent  infected  vessels  coming  into  this 
Government." 

Toner's  list  of  colonial  laws  applying  to  medical  mat- 
ters in  the  colony  of  Maryland  is  as  follows:  an  act  for 
appointing  coroners  in  each  respective  county,  enacted 
1666;  an  act  to  prevent  the  spreading  and  infection  of 
the  small-pox  from  a  vessel  belonging  to  Amos  Wood- 
ward, merchant,  enacted  1731 ;  an  act  to  oblige  infected 
ships  and  other  vessels  coming  into  this  province  to  per- 
form quarantine,  enacted  1766;  an  act  to  continue  the 
foregoing  act,  enacted  1769;  an  act  to  prevent  infection 
from  the  ship  "  Chance."  enacted  1774. 

In  the  Carolinas  there  was  much  legislation  on  medical 
affairs  by  the  colonial  authorities.    Toner  found  the  fol- 
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lowing  laws  in  the  statutes  of  what  are  now  the  States  of 
North  and  South  Carolina,  passed  prior  to  the  Revolu- 
tion: An  act  relating  unto  the  office  and  duty  of  a  coro- 
ner, and  settling  and  ascertaining  the  fees  of  same,  en- 
acted 1706;  an  act  appointing  coroners,  enacted  1715; 
an  act  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  the  spreading  of 
contagious  distempers,  enacted  1712;  an  act  for  pre- 
venting as  much  as  may  be  the  spreading  of  contagious 
distempers,  enacted  1721 ;  an  act  for  tlie  better  prevent- 
ing the  spreading  of  the  infection  of  small-pox  in  Charles- 
ton, enacted  1738;  acts  additive  to  the  act  for  preventing 
as  much  as  may  be  the  spreading  of  contagious  distem- 
pers, enacted  1747,  1752;  an  act  to  prevent  the  spread- 
ing of  contagious  and  malignant  distempers  in  this 
Province,  enacted  1752;  an  act  appropriating  for  a 
pest-house  and  other  purposes,  enacted  1754;  an  act  to 
prevent  malignant  and  infectious  distempers  being  spread 
by  shipping,  imimrted  distempered  persons  into  this 
Province,  and  other  purposes,  enacted  1755;  an  act 
for  preventing  as  much  as  may  be  the  spreading  of  con- 
tagious and  malignant  distempers  in  this  Province,  and 
repealing  the  former  acts  heretofore  made  for  that  pur- 
pose, enacted  1759;  an  act  for  preventing  as  much  as 
may  be  the  spreading  of  smallpox  in  Charlestown,  and 
the  further  sprea<ling  of  that  distemper  in  this  Province, 
enacted  1760;  an  act  for  preventing  as  much  as  may 
be  the  spreading  of  the  smallpox,  enacted  1764.;  an  act 
reviving  and  amending  the  act  of  1759;  an  act  to  oblige 
vessels  having  contagious  distempers  on  board  to  per- 
form their  quarantine,  enacted  1774. 
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CHAPTER    XI. 


THE   DISCOVERV   OP   AN..ESTHESIA. 

The  discover>'  of  anxsthcsia  was  attended  by  the  bit- 
terest and  most  acrimonious  discussion  as  to  who  was 
the  real  discoverer.  In  the  following  account  I  have  set 
aside  very  briefly  the  claims  of  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson, 
Dr.  Horace  Wells,  and  Dr.  Marcy.  in  my  opinion  the 
credit  of  first  using  ether  as  an  anresthetic  is  due  to 
Crawford  W.  Long,  and  the  credit  of  demonstrating  its 
value  and  use  to  the  medical  profession  and  the  world 
must  be  ascribed  to  W.  T.  G.  Morton.  Dr.  Jacltson  was 
consulted  by  Morton  on  the  subject  of  procuring  some 
substance  to  annul  pain  during  surgical  operations  and 
he  advised  him  to  try  sulphuric  ether,  saying  that  it 
would  produce  unconsciousness  when  inhaled.  Jackson 
went  no  further,  however.  He  never  tried  the  experi- 
ment of  using  ether,  and  the  fact  he  stated  had  been 
known  to  the  scientific  world  for  years. 

Horace  Wells  was  a  dentist  of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 
In  1844  he  heard  a  chemist  lecture  on  the  subject  of 
nitrous  oxide,  and  saw  a  young  man  who  had  inhaled 
some  of  it  run  against  furniture  and  bruise  himself  with- 
out experiencing  any  pain.  The  next  day  he  gave  him- 
self the  gas  and  allowed  a  Dr.  Riggs  to  pull  one  of  his 
teeth.  He  felt  no  pain,  and  on  becoming  conscious  made 
his  famous  remark,  "A  new  era  in  tooth-pulling!"  He 
at  once  began  the  manufacture  and  use  of  nitrous  oxide. 
Dr.  Marcy  suggested  that  ether  would  make  an  available 
substitute,  producing  the  same  effect  without  requiring 


Db.  Chawford  W.  Long,  auku  twbntv-wx  yieaks. 
(Ffum  a  craron  iwnmit  miute  m  lew  montha  sfter  III*  first  ■i'*  o*  '<'**''  "•  aii 
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as  much  apparatus  as  the  gas.  but  Wells  thought  after  a 
superficial  investigation  that  ether  would  not  suffice. 

In  the  same  year,  1844.  two  years  after  Dr.  Long  had 
operated  on  patients  under  the  influence  of  ether,  Dr. 
Marcy  claimed  he  performed  an  operation  on  a  patient 
while  unconscious  from  the  drug.  Even  if  be  had  done 
so,  Long  antedated  him. 

Jackson,  Wells,  and  Marcy,  however,  all  pushed  their 
claims  for  the  discovery  of  anaesthesia.  Jackson  became 
insane  in  1875.  and  died  in  an  asylum  in  1880.  Wells 
died  in  1848  while  the  controversy  was  at  its  height. 
Marcy's  claims  were  very  generally  disregarded. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  men 
to  whom  is  really  due  the  honor  of  so  great  a  step  towards 
the  annihilation  of  suffering. 

Dr.  Crawford  \V.  Long  was  the  first  man  to  use  ether 
as  an  agent  to  relieve  the  pain  of  surgical  operations. 
As  the  subsequent  narrative  shows,  he  was  a  modest 
country  practitioner,  far  from  the  centres  of  medical 
learning  and  destitute  of  means  to  properly  exploit  his 
discovery.  He  docs  not  seem  to  have  actually  realized 
what  a  vast  benefit  the  discovery  of  anesthesia  would 
prove.  Probably  he  did  so  little  surgery  that  tlie  question 
of  the  relief  of  pain  was  not  presented  so  forcibly  to  his 
mind  as  to  tliat  of  others ;  yet  he  must  have  had  a  large 
obstetric  practice,  although  it  never  seents  to  have  oc- 
curred to  him  to  use  it  in  those  cases  at  all. 

Crawford  W.  Long  was  born  in  Danielsville,  Georgia, 
on  November  i,  1815.  His  father  seems  to  have  been  a 
man  of  considerable  prominence  in  the  community.  Long 
received  the  degree  of  M.A.  from  Franklin  College  at  the 
age  of  nineteen,  and  the  degree  of  M.D.  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania  in  1 839.  He  sjient  one  year  after 
this  in  a  New  York  hospital.    In  1841  he  settled  down  to 
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practise  at  JefTerson,  Jackson  County,  Georgia,  a  small 
town,  far  from  any  railroad.    It  appears  that  some  itiner- 
ant lecturers  on  cheniistr)-  passed  through  the  town  at 
times,  and  an  ahnost  invariable  part  of  their  entertain- 
ment consisted  in  making  some  of  the  audience  drunk 
with  nitrous  oxide.     Some  young  men  who  had  heard 
what  pleasure  could  be  derived  from  litis  inhalation  asked 
Long  to  try  it  on  them.     He  said  he  had  no  nitrous 
oxide,  but  that  ether  would  produce  the  same  effect. 
They  inhaled  it,  and  found  it  such  fun  that  ether  inhala- 
tions became  a  popular  source  of  amusement  all  through 
that  section  of  the  country.    During  January,  1842,  many 
such  frolics  were  held  in  Long's  office,  and  sometimes 
when  staggering  alxiut  those  who  were  drunk  liad  injured 
themselves  without  experiencing  the  least  pain.     Long 
remarked  this,  and  determined  to  use  it  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable in  a  surgical  operation.    On  March  30,  1842,  such 
an  opportunity  presented  itself,  and  he  operated  on  a 
man  named  James  Vcnablcs,  removing  a  small  cystic 
tumor  of  tlic  jaw.    The  following  is  Vcnablcs's  descrip- 
tion of  the  occurrence,  which  he  made  under  oath : 

"  I  James  M.  Venables,  of  tlic  county  of  Qibb  and  State  of 
Georgia,  on  oath  depose  and  stay,  thut  in  the  year  1842  I  resided  at 
my  mothrr's  in  Jackson  County  about  two  miles  from  the  village  of 
JclTerson,  and  aUended  the  village  academy  itiat  year.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  year  the  young  men  o£  Jefferson  and  the  country  adjoin- 
ing were  in  the  habit  of  inhaling  ether  for  its  exhilarating  powers. 
and  I  inhaled  it  freciucntly  for  Chat  purpose,  and  was  very  fond  of 
its  uise. 

"  While  attending  the  academy  I  was  frequently  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  C.  W.  Long,  and  having  two  tumors  on  the  tiack  of  tny  neck.  I 
several  times  spoke  to  him  about  the  propriety  of  cutting  them  out, 
but  postponed  the  operation  from  lime  to  time.  On  one  occasion  we 
had  some  conversation  about  the  probability  that  Ihe  liimors  might 
be  cut  out  while  I  was  under  the  influence  of  ether,  without  my  ex- 
periencing pain,  and  he  proposed  operating  on  me  while  under  its 
influence,    I  agreed  to  have  one  tumor  cut  out,  and  had  the  operation 
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performed  that  evening  after  school  was  dismissed,    This  was  in  the 
early  part  ot  the  spring  of  1843. 

"  I  commenced  inhaling  the  ctbcr  before  the  operation  was  com- 
menced and  continued  it  until  the  operation  was  over.  1  did  not  feel 
the  slightest  pain  from  the  operation  and  could  not  believe  the 
tumor  was  removed  until  it  was  shown  to  me. 

"A  DDOulh  ur  two  after  this  time  Dr.  C  W.  Long  cut  out  the 
other  tumor  situated  on  the  !^atnc  side  of  my  neck.  In  this  operation 
I  did  not  feel  the  least  pain  until  the  last  cut  was  made,  when  I  felt 
a  liule  pain.  In  this  operation  I  slopped  inhaling  the  ether  before 
the  operation  was  &nished. 

"  I  inhaled  the  ether,  in  both  cases,  from  a  towel,  which  was  the 
common  method  of  taking  iL 

(Signed)  "Jambs  M.  Venablzs. 

"  GEDJtGtA.  A 

Cobb  Co..  I  Sworn  to  before  mc 

July  33rd.  1849.    3  Alfred  Manes.  J.  P." 

Long-  read  the  following  paper  before  the  Georgia 
State  Medical  Society  in  1842,  and  It  gives  such  a  suc- 
cinct statement  of  the  whole  matter  that  I  prefer  giving 
it  in  full  to  making  any  abstract  from  it : 

"In  the  month  of  December,  1841.  or  Jaa,  t8«i,  the  subject  of  the 
inhalation  of  nitrous  oxide  gas  was  introduced  in  a  company  of 
young  men  assembled  at  night  in  the  village  of  Jefferson.  Ga.,  and  the 
party  requested  me  to  prepare  them  some.  I  informed  them  I  had 
not  the  requisite  apparatus  for  preparing  or  preserving  (he  gas,  but 
that  I  had  an  article  (sul.  ether)  which  would  produce  equally 
exhilarating  effects  and  was  as  safe.  The  company  were  anxious  to 
witness  its  effects,  the  ether  was  introduced  and  all  present  in  turn 
inhaled.  They  were  so  much  pleased  with  its  effects  that  they  after- 
ward frequently  used  it  and  induced  others  to  do  the  same,  and  the 
practice  soon  becanie  quite  fasliionabte  in  the  country  and  some  of 
the  contiguous  counties.  On  numerous  occasions  I  inh.iled  ether  for 
its  exhilarating  propenies,  and  would  frequently,  at  some  short  time 
subsequent  to  it«  inhalation,  discover  bruised  or  painful  Kputs  on  my 
person  which  I  had  no  recollection  of  causing  and  which  1  felt  satis- 
fied were  received  while  under  the  influence  of  ether.  I  noticed  my 
friends  while  etherized  received  falls  and  blows  which  I  believed 
were  sufficient  to  produce  pain  on  a  person  not  in  a  state  of  anes- 
thesia, and  on  (]uesliomng  tlicm  they  uniformly  assured  me  that 
they  did  not  (eel  the  least  pain  from  these  accidents.  Observing 
these  facts  I  was  led  to  believe  that  anxslhesia  wa<  produced  by  the 
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inhatalion  of  ether,  and  that  its  use  would  be  applicable  in  surgical 
operations. 

"  The  first  patient  to  whom  I  administered  ether  in  a  surgical 
operation  was  Mr.  James  M.  VenabEes,  who  then  resided  within  two 
miles  ol  Jefferson,  aiid  at  present  lives  in  Cobb  Co.,  Ga.  Mr.  Vena- 
bles  consulted  mc  on  several  occasions  in  regard  to  the  propriety 
of  removing  two  small  tumors  situated  on  ihc  back  part  o(  his  neck, 
but  would  poiitponc  from  time  to  lime  having  the  operation  per- 
formed from  dread  of  pain.  At  length  I  mentioned  to  him  the  fact 
of  my  receiviiiK  bruises  while  under  i\x  influence  of  the  vapor  of 
ether  without  sufFcring:,  and  as  I  knew  him  to  be  fond  of  and  ac- 
customed to  inbalc  ether,  I  suggested  to  him  the  probability  that  Uie 
operation  might  be  performed  without  pain,  and  proposed  operating 
on  him  while  under  its  influence.  He  consented  to  have  one  tumor 
removed,  and  the  operation  was  performed  the  same  evening.  The 
ether  was  given  to  Mr.  Vcnablcs  on  a  towel,  and  when  fully  under 
its  influence  I  extirpated  the  tumor,  tt  wa«  encysted  and  about 
half  an  inch  in  diameter.  The  patient  continued  to  inhale  ctlier 
during  the  time  of  the  operation,  and  when  informed  jl  was  over, 
seemed  incredulous  until  the  tumor  was  shown  him. 

"He  gave  no  evidence  of  suffering  during  the  operation,  and 
assured  me,  after  it  was  over,  that  he  did  not  experience  the  least 
degree  of  pain  during  its  performance.  This  operation  was  per- 
formed on  the  30th  March,  1843.  The  second  I  performed  ob  a 
patient  etherized  was  on  the  6th  June,  1843,  and  wa.s  on  the  same 
person,  for  the  removal  of  the  other  small  tumor.  This  operation 
reiiuircd  more  time  than  the  first,  from  the  cyst  of  U)e  tumor  having 
formed  adhesions  to  the  adjoining  parts. 

"The  patient  wis  iii&eusible  to  pain  during  the  operation  ttntU 
the  last  attachment  of  the  cy.>>t  was  separated,  when  he  exhibited 
signs  of  slight  suffering,  but  asserted  after  the  operation  was  over 
that  the  sensation  of  pain  was  so  slight  as  scarcely  to  be  perceived. 
In  this  operation  the  inhalation  of  ether  ceased  before  the  first  in- 
cision was  made.  Since  that  time  I  have  invariably  desired  patients, 
when  practicable,  to  continue  the  inhalation  during  the  time  of  the 
operation.  Having  permitted  such  a  length  of  time  to  elapse  with- 
out making  public  my  cxpcriinctiCs  in  etherisation,  in  order  to  show 
the  corrccmei.s  of  my  statements  1  procured  this  certificate  of  the 
patient  on  whom  the  first  operation  was  performed,  the  certificate 
of  two  who  were  present  at  the  time  of  the  operation,  and  a\v> 
those  of  his  mother,  brothers  and  sisters  and  a  number  of  his  im- 
mediate friend*  who  heard  him  »peatc  of  the  operations  soon  after 
they  were  performed.  The  Soullifm  Med.  and  Surg.  Journai  (De- 
cember, 1K49)  contained  but  two  of  the  certificates.    I  have  a  number 
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of  oihers  which  can  be  seen  or  read  if  desired  by  Uie  Society,  My 
third  case  was  a  negro  boy  who  had  a  disease  of  a  toe  which  ren- 
dered amputation  necessary,  and  the  operation  was  performed  July 
3rd,  1842,  without  the  boy  evincing  the  slightest  sign  of  paiti. 

"  These  were  all  the  surgical  operations  performed  by  me  during 
the  wimer  of  184J  upon  patients  etherized,  no  other  case  occurring 
in  which  I  believed  the  inhalation  of  ether  appHcable.  Since  '43 
I  have  performed  one  or  more  surgical  operations  annually,  00 
patients  in  a  Ktate  of  etheriiation. 

"  I  procured  some  certificates  in  regard  to  these  operations,  but 
not  with  the  same  particularity  &s  in  regard  to  the  first  operations, 
from  the  fact  of  my  sole  object  in  the  publication  being  to  establish 
my  claim  to  priority  of  discovery  of  the  power  of  ether  to  produce 
aiueslhcsia.    However,  these  certificates  can  be  exainined. 

"  The  reasons  which  inifluenced  me  in  not  publishing  earlier  are 
as  follows: 

"  I  was  anxious,  before  making  my  publication,  to  try  etherization 
in  a  sufficient  number  of  cases  lo  fully  satisfy  my  mind  that  anrs* 
thesia  wan  produced  by  the  etiier,  and  was  not  the  effect  of  the 
imagination  or  owing  to  any  peculiar  insusceptibility  to  pain  in  the 
persons  experimented  on. 

"  At  the  time  I  was  experimenting  with  ether  there  were  physi- 
cians high  in  authority  and  of  justly  distinguished  character  who 
were  the  advocates  of  mesmerism,  and  recommended  the  induction 
of  the  mesmeric  stale  as  adequate  to  prevent  pain  in  surgical  upera- 
tioos.  Notwithstanding  thus  sanctioned  I  was  an  unbeliever  in  the 
science,  and  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  mesmeric  state  could  be  pro- 
duced at  a.11  it  was  only  on  those  of  strong  imaginations  and  weak 
minds,  and  was  to  be  ascribed  solely  to  the  workings  of  the  patient's 
imagination.  Entertaining  this  opitiion,  I  was  the  more  particular  in 
my  experiments  in  etheriration.  Surgiai!  operations  are  not  of  fre- 
quent occurrence  in  a  country  practice,  and  especially  in  the  practice 
of  a  young  physician,  yet  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  two 
cases  in  which  I  could  satisfactorily  test  the  anxtthetic  power  of 
ether.  From  one  of  these  patients  I  removed  three  tumors  the  same 
day;  the  inhalation  of  ether  was  used  only  in  the  second  operation, 
and  it  was  effectual  in  preventing  pain,  while  the  patient  suffered 
severely  from  ihc  extirpation  of  the  other  tumor.  In  the  olhcr  case 
I  amputated  two  fingers  of  a  negro  boy ;  the  boy  was  etherized 
during  one  operation  and  not  during  the  other;  he  suffered  from  one 
operation  and  was  insensible  during  the  other.  After  fully  satisfying 
myself  of  the  power  of  ether  to  produce  anaesthesia,  I  was  desirous 
of  administering  it  in  a  severer  surgical  operation  than  any  I  had 
performed.    In  my  practice,  prior  to  the  published  account  of  the  use 
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of  clhcr  a»  an  inacsthctic,  I  had  no  opportunity  of  «x|>enmenting 
with  it  in  a  capital  opetalion,  my  cases  being  confined,  witb  one  ex- 
ception, to  the  extirpation  of  i^all  tumors  and  the  amputation  oE 
ftngers  and  tors.  While  cantiousty  experimenting  with  ether,  as 
cases  occurred,  with  the  view  of  fully  testing  its  anesthetic  powers 
and  ivi  applicability  to  t.evere  at)  well  a.i  minor  surgical  operations, 
others  more  favorably  situated  engaged  in  similar  experiments  and 
consequently  the  publication  of  etherization  did  not  'bide  my  time.* 
I  know  that  I  delayed  the  publication  too  lonj;  to  receive  any  honor 
from  the  priority  of  discovery,  but  having  by  the  persuasion  of  my 
friend*  prevented  my  claim  l«fore  the  profcnsion,  I  prefer  thai  its 
correctness  be  fully  investigated  before  the  Med.  Society.  Should 
the  Society  say  that  the  claim,  ihouah  well  founded,  \»  forfeited  by 
not  being  presented  earlier,  1  will  cheerfully  respond,  so  mote  it  be. 

"  Not  wishing  to  intrude  upon  the  time  of  the  Society,  I  have 
made  ihix  Khort  compendium  of  all  the  material  points  staled  in  my 
article  in  the  Journal,  and  if  the  Society  wishes  any  fuller  informs- 
tion  on  the  iiubjcct  I  will  cheerfully  comply  with  their  wishes." 

Long  did  not  push  himself  into  the  arena  as  a  claimant 
for  the  honor  of  the  discovery  of  anaesthesia  until  1854, 
wheii,  at  tlie  solicitation  of  his  friends,  he  wrote  to  Sena- 
tor  Dawson,  giving  him  an  account  of  what  he  had  done 
Morton  was  then  diligently  pushing  his  claim  for  com- 
pensation before  Congress,  and  it  was  evident  if  that 
body  were  to  yield  him  its  olTicial  recognition  it  would 
have  definitely  settled  all  claims  in  his  favor.  Long 
does  not  appear  to  have  at  any  time  considered  the  fact 
of  pecuniary  reward.  Senator  Dawson  told  Dr.  C.  T. 
Jackson  of  this  new  claimant  for  the  honor,  and  Jackson 
called  upon  Long  to  discuss  the  matter  personally  with 
him.  Long  convinced  Jackson  of  the  justness  of  his 
ciaim,  and  the  latter  wrote  to  Senator  Dawson  and  told 
him  that  he  withdrew  his  claim,  as  he  believed  Long  was 
the  discoverer.  In  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  for  April  11,  1861,  Dr.  Jackson  publicly  an- 
nounced, in  a  letter  to  the  editors,  that  he  considered 
Dr.  Long  to  be  justly  entitled  to  the  honor  of  being  the 
discoverer  of  ether  anjesthesia. 
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Long  was  very  modest  and  retiring,  and  his  claim  was 
allowed  to  be  almost  forgotten  until  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims 
stated  it  once  more,  in  an  article  in  the  Virginia  Medical 
Monthly  for  May,  1877. 

Long,  in  1842,  married  Miss  Caroline  Swain,  niece  of 
Governor  Swain,  of  North  Carolina.  His  life  seems  to 
have  been  a  peaceful,  happy,  and  honored  one.  He  died 
of  apoplexy,  June  16,  1878,  aged  sixty-two. 

It  is  sometimes  said  he  died  in  poverty,  bijt  this  is  a 
mistake.  He  left  an  estate  valued  at  forty  thousand 
dollars. 

The  credit  of  demonstrating  to  the  world  the  practica- 
bility of  the  use  of  ether  as  an  anaesthetic,  and  of  realizing 
the  immense  boon  the  substance  was  to  mankind,  must 
be  ascribed  to  William  Thomas  Green  Morton,  who  was 
bom  at  Charlton,  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts,  on 
August  19,  1819.  His  father  kept  a  store  and  had  also 
a  farm  of  considerable  size,  on  which  the  son  spent  most 
of  the  days  of  his  youth.  He  received  an  ordinary  school 
education,  and  then  began  life  as  a  clerk  in  a  store.  As 
a  boy  Morton  is  said  to  have  had  a  strong  desire  to  sttidy 
medicine,  but  his  father  had  not  the  means  to  gratify  his 
aspirations.  The  young  man  had  a  decided  bent  for 
mechanics,  and  in  1840  he  began  the  study  of  dentistry 
in  the  Baltimore  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  which  had 
recently  started  on  its  career,  the  first  regularly  estab- 
lished college  of  dentistry  in  the  United  States.  Morton 
joined  its  first  class,  and  after  receiving  his  diploma  en- 
tered into  partnership  witli  Dr.  Horace  Wells  to  practise 
dentistry  in  Boston.  Little  could  either  of  them  foresee 
of  the  bitter  feud  which  was  subsequently  to  spring  up 
between  them.  In  1843,  their  business  having  proved 
unprofitable,  they  dissolved  partnership,  and  Morton 
opened  dental  parlors  by  himself.     In  1844  he  married 
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Miss  Elizabeth  Whitmaii,  of  Farmuigtcm,  Coooecticut, 
who  remained  his  loj-al  helpmeet  in  all  his  subsequent 
trc'uUes.  He  proved  ver^-  successfnl  in  his  practice,  so 
much  so  that  in  1844  he  entered  as  a  student  in  the  Har- 
vard Medical  School,  continuing  during  his  work  there 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  did  not  graduate  from 
Harvard,  as  is  sometimes  erroneously  stated,  because  his 
successful  demonstration  of  anxsthesia  occurred  before 
the  completion  of  his  course,  and  resulted  in  overwhelm- 
ing him  with  demands  on  his  time  to  such  an  extent  that 
he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  medical  studies. 

Morton's  mind  was  first  directed  to  the  study  of  the 
production  of  anaesthesia  by  his  discovery  of  a  new 
method  of  inserting  artificial  teeth.  The  old  way  had 
been  to  solder  the  artificial  tooth  upon  a  gold  plate,  the 
latter  being  placed  directly  over  the  fangs  of  the  old 
teeth.  To  fasten  the  artificial  teeth  upon  the  plate  it  was 
necessary  to  use  a  gold  solder  of  softer  consistency  than 
the  metal  plate,  as  a  heat  sufficient  to  heat  the  solder 
would  have  melted  the  plate  beneath.  This  method 
caused  a  reaction  to  occur  between  the  metals  in  the 
solder  and  the  gold  plate,  as  a  result  of  which  the  solder 
would  change  color,  and  each  tooth  would  have  a  black 
line  at  its  base.  Likewise,  the  retention  of  discharge  be- 
tween the  roots  of  the  old  tooth  and  the  plate  resulted  in 
a  decomposition  of  the  organic  material,  which  rendered 
the  breath  intolerably  offensive.  Dr.  Morton  found  a 
way  to  use  a  solder  of  the  same  material  as  the  plate,  but 
his  plan  involved  the  removal  of  the  old  fangs.  This  was 
always  a  very  painful  process,  and  thus  his  mind  was  set 
to  work  on  some  plan  by  which  this  troublesome  feature 
might  be  obviated.  Morton  tried  to  lessen  the  pain  in 
many  instances  by  producing  alcoholic  intoxication  or 
by  the  administration  of  large  amounts  of  opium.    Dr. 
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Rice '  g^ves  the  following  extract  from  a  case-book  of 

Morton's : 

"  Mrs.  S to  h*ve  the  whole  of  teeth  in  both  jaws  extracted. 

Commenced  giving  opiates  about  noon.  Gave  first  150  drops  of 
laudanum,.  Twenty  minutes  later,  (tave  150  additional.  Waited  ten 
minutes  and  gave  100  drops  more.  Gave  auo  drops  more  with  inter- 
vals of  five  minutes.  Whole  amount  given  500  drop*  in  fnrly-five 
minuteii.  At  the  rxpimtion  of  this,  she  was  sleepy,  but  able  to  walk 
to  the  chair.  Immediately  on  extraction  of  first  looth  she  vomited. 
She  continued  in  this  way  (or  one  hour,  during  which  time  ih«  rest 
of  the  teeth  were  extracted.  She  was  conscious,  bat  insensible  to 
a  considerable  degree.  On  returning  home,  she  continued  to  vomit 
at  intervals  during  the  afternoon.    Entirely  recovered  in  a  week." 

In  one  of  his  cases  he  applied  ether  locally  and  found 
it  benumbed  the  part. 

There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  Morton  experimented 
extensively  with  sulphuric  ether  in  pursuit  of  his  object, 
and  that  from  an  early  date  that  substance  seemed  to  him 
to  possess  proi>erties  which  might  he  utilized  to  prcxluce 
anaesthesia.  In  the  course  of  his  experiments  he  suc- 
ceeded in  rendering  himself  unconscious  by  its  inhala- 
tion, and  on  that  same  day,  the  30th  of  September,  1846, 
he  extracted  a  tooth  whilst  the  patient  was  unconscious 
from  ether.  It  was  also  on  this  date  that  he  spoke  to 
Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson  on  the  subject,  and  that  conversation 
was  destined  to  play  a  most  important  part  in  tiie  subse- 
quent wrangling.  It  would  appear  from  the  evidence 
before  the  Senate  Committee  that  Dr.  Morion  called  on 
Ur.  Jackson  with  a  view  of  obtaining  information  bear- 
ing uix>n  his  researches.  As  a  man  who  deemed  himself 
on  the  verge  of  a  great  discovery  and  trembling  with 
fear  lest  some  one  should  anticipate  him.  he  took  the 
greatest  pains  to  conceal  the  real  progress  he  had  made 
and  the  nature  of  the  substance  he  was  experimenting 

'  Trials  of  a  Public  Benefactor. 
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wiUl  The  power  of  ether  to  produce  unconsciousness 
when  inhaled  led  Jackson  to- mention  it  to  ilorton.  The 
latter  pretended  to  have  ne%-cr  heard  of  this  property 
possessed  by  ether,  and  dissembled  so  skilfully  that  Jack- 
son afterwards  maintained  that  Morton  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  ether  at  this  time,  and  that  he  was  the  first  to 
sugf^est  its  use  to  him.  There  w^ere  four  persons  present 
at  this  interview,  and  in  their  relation  of  what  occurred 
they  all  diflfered.  All  agreed  in  one  point, — namely,  that 
Dr.  Morton  assumed  total  ignorance  of  sulphuric  ether, 
its  nature  and  qualities,  and  left  the  impression  on  the 
minds  of  those  present  that  he  knew  nothing  of  it. 

Morton,  wishing  to  get  endorsements  and  support  from 
the  me^lical  profession,  decided  to  try  and  induce  the 
surgeons  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  to  allow 
him  to  demonstrate  his  discovery  in  their  presence.  He 
therefore  called  on  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren  and  requested  an 
oi4»rjrtunity  to  use  what  he  called  his  "  preparation"  on 
a  case  at  the  Hospital.  Dr.  Warren  promised  to  aid  him, 
and  soon  after  Morton  received  the  following  letter: 

"  Deab  Sir:  I  write  at  the  request  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  to  invite 
yim  to  be  present  on  Friday  morning  at  lo  o'clock,  at  the  hospital, 
to  administer  to  a  patient  who  is  then  to  be  operated  upon  the  prepa- 
ration which  you  have  invented  to  diminish  the  sensibihty  to  pain. 
"  Yours  respectfully 

"C  F.  Heywood. 
"HouHc  Surgeon  to  the  General  Hospital,  October  14th,  1846. 
"  Dr.  Morton,  Tremont  Row." 

The  day  thus  fixed  was  October  16. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  A.  A.  Gould,  the  distin- 
guished naturalist,  of  Boston,  Dr.  Morton  had  a  new 
form  of  apparatus  constructed  for  use  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  ana:sthetic.  This  caused  some  delay  in  his 
arrival  at  the  Hospital,  and  it  was  at  first  supposed  by 
those  gathered  in  the  operating-room  that  he  was  afraid 
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to  appear  and  had  backed  out.  The  best  account  of  the 
scene  by  an  eye-witness  is  that  written  by  Dr.  Washing- 
ton Ayer,  of  San  Francisco,  published  in  the  "  Account 
of  the  Semi-Centennial  of  Anjesthesia"  at  Harvard.  He 
writes : 

"The  day  arrived;  the  time  appointed  was  noted  on  the  dial, 
when  the  patient  was  Ictl  into  the  operating-room,  and  Dr.  Warren 
and  a  board  of  the  most  eminent  surgeons  in  the  State  were  gathered 
around  the  sufTerer,  'All  ia  ready— the  stiIlne:^s  oppressive,'  It  had 
been  announced  '  that  a  test  of  some  preparation  was  to  be  made  for 
which  the  astonishing  claim  had  been  made  that  it  would  render  the 
person  operated  upon  free  from  pain.'  The»c  are  the  words  uf  Dr. 
Warren  that  broke  the  stillness. 

"  Those  present  were  incredulous,  and,  as  Dr.  Morton  had  not 
arrived  at  the  time  appointed  and  Rfteen  mimiies  had  passed,  Dr. 
Warren  said,  with  significant  meaning,  '1  presume  he  is  otherwise 
engaged.'  This  was  iollowed  with  a  '  derisive  laugh,'  and  Dr.  War- 
ren grasped  his  knife  and  was  about  to  proceed  with  the  operation. 
At  that  moment  Dr.  Morton  entered  a  side  door,  when  Dr.  Warren 
turned  to  him  and  in  a  strong  voice  said.  'Well,  sir,  your  patient  is 
ready.'  In  a  few  minutes  he  was  ready  for  ihc  surgeon's  knife,  when 
Dr.  Morton  said.  '  Your  patient  is  ready,  sir.' 

"  Here  llic  most  sublime  scene  ever  witnessed  in  the  operatiiw- 
rooni  was  presented,  when  the  patient  placed  himself  voluntarily 
upon  the  table,  which  was  to  become  the  altar  of  future  fame.  Not 
that  he  did  so  for  the  purpouc  of  advancing  the  science  of  medicine, 
nor  for  the  good  of  his  fellow-men,  for  the  act  itself  was  purely  a 
personal  and  selfish  one.  He  was  about  to  assist  in  solving  a  new 
and  important  problem  of  ihcrapcutici,  who-iie  benefits  were  to  be 
given  to  the  whole  civilised  world,  yet  wholly  unconscious  of  the 
sublimity  of  the  occasion  or  the  part  he  wa-t  taking. 

"  That  was  a  supreme  moment  for  a  most  wonderful  discovery. 
and  had  tlie  patient  died  under  the  operation,  science  would  have 
waited  long  to  discover  the  hypnotic  eftccts  of  some  other  remedy 
of  equal  potency  and  safety,  and  it  may  be  properly  questioned 
whether  chloroform  would  have  come  into  use  as  it  has  at  the  present 
time. 

"  The  heroic  bravery  of  the  man  who  voluntarily  placed  himself 
upon  the  cable,  a  subject  for  the  surgeon's  knife,  should  be  recorded 
and  his  name  enrolled  upon  parchment,  which  should  be  himg  upon 
the  walls  of  the  surreal  amphilbeatre  in  which  the  operation  was 
performed.    His  name  was  Gillicrt  Abbott. 
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"  The  opentioa  wu  for  a  coagcnilil  umor  cm  the  left  side  of  tbe 
neck,  extendinc  tUmg  tbe  jaw  to  the  muoUary  gUnd  and  into  the 
moeth,  embTacing  the  margin  of  tbe  tonsnc.  The  opcralion  was  iuc- 
ccsffn] ;  and  wben  tbe  patient  necoTcrcd  be  declared  be  bad  ku^crrd 
DO  pain.  Or.  Warrea  tnrned  to  ibotc  pr«»ent  and  uid. '  GcotlciiMii, 
this  is  DO  htttnbng.* " 

The  following  is  the  Hospital  record  of  the  case: 

**  Gilbert  Abbott,  age  twcttly,  pamter,  »ingle ;  tumor  qd  face.  This 
man  bad  from  birth  a  tumor  ooder  the  jaw,  od  tbe  Uti  side.  It 
occupies  all  &pace  anterior  to  neck,  botmded  on  tbe  icuidc  by  median 
lioe,  on  the  outside  is  even  witb  tbe  edge  of  jaw ;  below,  on  n  level 
with  the  Pomum  Adami.  and  in  front  tapers  gradually  as  far  aa 
anterior  edge  of  jaw;  integuments  not  adherent  to  it;  skin  lanotrth 
and  of  natural  color;  it  is  uniformly  soft,  except  in  centre,  where  a 
small  bard  lump  can  be  felt,  correspooding  in  size  and  stttiaiion  with 
sabmaxillary  gland ;  can  be  made  to  disappear  by  compression,  btn 
icemi  rather  to  be  displaced  than  emptied.  The  edge  of  the  lower 
jaw-booc  can  be  felt,  through  tbe  tumor,  to  be  irregular.  On  exanu- 
nation  of  the  inndc  of  tbe  mouth,  find  a  soft  smooth  tnmor,  a  hcmi- 
spbere  about  five  line^  in  diameter,  of  a  livid  color,  on  tbe  left  lobe 
of  tongue,  about  an  inch  behind  tip.  That  portion  of  the  organ  in 
front  and  underneath  the  tumor  n  of  a  dark  purple  color.  This 
tmnor  is  readily  emptied  by  slight  pressure,  but  it  fills  again  in  oot 
or  two  seconds,  but  not  sooacr  when  pressure  is  made  simultaneously 
upon  tbe  external  tnmor.  For  distance  of  live  lines  from  angle  of 
mouth  on  right  side  the  lower  lip  is  of  a  livid  hue.  This  seems  to 
be  a  conlinualton  of  a  stripe,  similar  in  appearance,  which  extends 
from  angle  of  jaw  on  right  side  about  on  level  of  lower  teeth;  it  is 
about  four  lines  wide  and  slightly  raised;  its  color  seems  to  depend 
on  small  spots  like  grKnuUtions,  of  a  livid  color,  set  on  mucotis 
membrane  of  ordinary  appearance. 

"  This  case  is  remarkable  in  the  annals  of  «urgery.  It  was  the 
first  surgical  operation  performed  under  tbe  intluencc  of  ether.  Dr.  * 
Warren  had  been  applied  to  by  Mr.  Morton,  a  dentist,  with  tbe 
request  that  he  would  ir>-  the  inhalation  of  a  fluid  which,  be  said, 
be  had  found  to  be  effectual  in  preventing  pain  during  operations 
upon  the  teeth.  Dr.  Warren  liaving  sati.^ficd  himself  that  the 
breathing  of  the  fluid  would  be  harmless,  agreed  to  employ  it  when 
an  opiwriuiiiiy  presented.  None  occurring  within  a  day  or  two  in 
private  practice  he  determined  to  use  it  in  this  patient.  Before  tbe 
operation  began,  some  time  was  lost  in  waiting  for  Mr.  Morton,  and 
ultimately  it  was  thought  be  would  not  appear.     At  length  he  ar> 
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rived,  and  explained  hi»  detention  by  informing  Dr.  Wiirren  that 
he  had  been  occupied  in  preparing  his  apparatus,  which  consisted  of 
a  tube  connected  with  a  kI^ss  nlobe.  This  apparatus  he  then  pro- 
ceeded 10  apply,  and  after  four  or  five  minutes  the  patient  appeared  to 
be  asleep,  and  ihc  operation  was  performed  as  herein  described.  To 
the  iiUfpriNe  of  Dr.  Warren  unij  the  other  gcnlLcnicn  present,  the 
patient  did  not  shrink,  nor  cry  out,  but  during  the  insulation  of  the 
veins  he  began  lo  move  his  limbs  and  utter  exuaordinary  expres- 
sions, and  these  movements  seemed  to  indicate  the  existence  ai  pain; 
but  after  he  had  recovered  his  faculties  he  said  that  he  had  ex- 
perienced none,  but  only  a  sensation  like  that  of  scraping  the  part 
with  a  blunt  instrnment,  and  he  ever  afterward  continued  to  say 
that  he  had  not  fell  any  pain. 

"  Note.— The  results  of  this  operation  led  lo  the  repetition  of  the 
use  of  ether  in  other  cases,  and  in  a  few  days  its  success  was  estab- 
lished, and  its  use  resorted  to  in  every  considerable  operation  in  the 
dty  of  Bo»ton  and  its  vicinity." 

A  few  days  later  Dr,  Morton  was  told  that  the  "  sur- 
geons of  the  hospital  thought  it  their  duty  to  decline  the 
use  of  the  preparation  until  jnforme<l  what  it  was."  After 
some  further  correspondence  and  interviews  Morton  told 
them  what  the  substance  was,  thus  really  showing  the 
spirit  of  a  public  benefactor.  There  has  been  much  dis- 
pute as  to  Morton's  conduct  in  this  matter,  some  holding 
that  it  was  monstrous  for  htm  to  try  and  secrete  the 
nature  of  his  discovery  and  secure  a  patent  for  his  rights, 
others  justifying  his  course  in  the  matter.  1  think  that 
due  attention  should  be  given  to  the  fact  that  Morton 
had  worked  hard  and  by  virtue  of  his  labors  discovered 
something  of  the  greatest  commercial  value.  Just  im- 
agine what  it  would  mean  to  a  man  to  hold  such  a  patent. 
Dentists  have  always  been  in  the  habit  of  patenting  any 
devices  or  appliances  which  they  have  discovered,  and 
no  one  has  thought  any  the  worse  of  them  for  doing  it. 
Morton  was  not  a  doctor,  and  consequently  under  no 
professional  obligations.  It  would,  of  course,  have  been 
a  beautiful  and  noble  thing  for  him  to  have  freely  given 
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this  great  i#xc  to  =ie  -rzryL  b=z  3  ■■»*  ahnosk  too  mndi 
t'>  erpecs-  Ar>i  ae=.  n  is  be:  rigit  to  jSaoe  aomt  bdicf 
in  vb£i  MoTLtd  f'-i'-T^t^  -wih  the  r^isoa  he  wished  the 

narzre  cf  ibe  satetznce  he  =sed  o  recailn  a  secret, — 
namerT,  t^:»t  he  srgri  perfect  the  oetbod  of  its  use,  and 
WA  ojiat  bef  vre  the  wccvi  with  bis  discorery  until  he  had 
bexme  prysitivdr  a^sored  of  its  t&acy.  Certainlr  the 
surgeons  of  the  ^taMachssetts  General  Hos|Mtal,  than 
whom  no  more  compcient  set  of  judges  cookl  be  found, 
belJtr.ed  in  Morton's  sinceritv  from  the  outset  and  main- 
tained their  confidence  in  him  to  the  last 

A  patent  was  issued  to  Morton  on  Xovcmber  12,  1846, 
and  on  iJeccmber  21,  1846,  be  secured  an  English  patent 
through  an  English  subject  named  Dore,  who  at  once 
assigned  his  rights  to  Morton. 

Morton  called  the  anaesthetic  "  Letheon,"  but,  of 
course,  this  term  was  soon  given  up  for  the  real  name  of 
the  sutistance, — ether.  The  term  anaesthetic  was  first 
suggested  by  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  in  the  following 
letter  to  Dr.  Morton ; 

"  Boston,  Not.  aist,  1846. 

"  My  Deak  Sn : — Everybody  wants  to  have  a  hand  in  a  great  dis- 
covery. All  I  will  do  is  to  give  you  a  hint  or  two,  as  to  Tiam^s,  or 
the  name,  to  be  applied  to  the  state  produced  and  the  agent  The 
state  fchould  I  think  be  called  'Anaesthesia.'  This  signifies  insensi- 
bility, more  particularly  (as  used  by  Linnaeus  and  CuUcn)  to  objects 
of  touch.  (See  Gooo^N osology,  p.  259.)  The  adjective  will  be 
'  Anaesthetic'  Thus  we  might  say,  the  state  of  anaesthesia,  or  the 
atueHthetic  state.  The  means  employed  would  be  properly  called  the 
anti-xsthctic  agent.  Perhaps  it  might  be  allowable  to  say  anaesthetic 
agent,  but  this  admits  of  question. 

"  The  words,  antincuritic,  ancuric,  neuro-leptic,  neuro-lepsia,' 
ncuro-elasts,  etc.,  seem  too  anatomical;  whereas  the  change  is  a 
physidlogical  one,  I  throw  them  out  for  consideration.  I  would 
have  a  name  pretty  soon,  and  consult  some  accomplished  scholar, 
such  as  President  Everett  or  Dr.  Bigelow,  senior,  before  fixing  upon 
the  terms,  which  will  be  repeated  by  the  tongues  of  every  civilized 
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nte«  of  mankind.  You  could  mention  these  words  which  I  i^uggcit 
for  their  consideration;  but  there  may  be  others  more  apt^ropruie 
and  agreeable. 

"  Yours  respectfully, 

"  O.  W.  HOLMM. 

"  Da.  Morton." 

Although  the  medical  profession  in  Boston  were  almost 
unanimous  in  extolling  the  benefits  of  ether  and  in  their 
support  of  Dr.  Morton,  his  di-woveiy  met  with  the  usual 
fate,  and  he  had  to  contend  against  the  most  determined 
opposition.  There  were  the  claims  of  Marcy,  Jackson, 
and  Wells  to  be  met  and  combated,  there  was  a  very 
general  fear  amniig-  physicians  that  the  use  of  ether  was 
attended  with  great  danger,  and  among  religious  people 
many  cranks  held  that  as  the  Almighty  had  destined  the 
human  race  to  suffer  pain,  it  was  wrong  for  any  one  to 
attempt  to  change  his  decree.  Its  use  in  obstetrics  wa.<t 
especially  condemned,  and  curiously  enough,  no  one  seems 
to  have  thought  of  the  ingenious  argument  subsequently 
used  by  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson  in  defence  of  Uie  use  of 
chloroform  in  childbirth, — namely,  that  the  Lord  threw 
Adam  into  a  deep  sleep  at  the  time  of  Eve's  birth. 

But  Morton  had  the  gameness  of  a  good  fighter,  and 
in  spite  of  all  discouragements  he  maintained  an  up- 
hill contest  and  persevered  in  trying  to  obtain  what  he 
considered  his  just  rights.  The  United  States  govern- 
ment infringed  its  own  laws  and  used  ether  in  the  army 
and  navy  without  any  regard  to  the  recently  granted 
patent  rights  of  Morton.  As  soon  as  this  fact  became 
known  no  one  hesitated  to  do  the  same  thing,  and  poor 
Morton  found  that  his  imagined  forttme  was  nothing  but 
a  chimera.  He  had  sold  the  right  to  use  ether  to  a  num- 
ber of  persons,  and  had  employed  agents  to  disseminate 
his  discovery  and  to  grant  licenses  for  its  use  in  various 
parts  of  the  United  States.    When  his  patent  rights  were 
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nullified  he  became  involved  in  endless  lawsuits  with  these 
people.  The  latter  part  of  his  life  was  devoted  to  efforts 
at  obtaining  some  pecuniary  recompense  from  the  govern- 
ment for  all  he  had  undergone.  In  this  project  he  failed. 
Many  scientific  bodies  granted  him  small  sums  of  money, 
and  the  medical  profession  united  in  many  places  in  sub- 
scribing to  testimonials  for  his  benefit.  Dr.  Morton  died 
in  1868  a  disappointed  man.  He  was  made  of  sterner 
stuff  than  Jackson,  who  went  insane,  or  Wells,  who  took 
his  own  life,  but  it  is  said  his  death  was  accelerated  by 
the  disappointments  and  sorrows  he  had  borne. 
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THE  KXAUINATION  Or  Dl.  CHUKCH. 


I  REPUNT  Dr.  Church's  inanuscripl  from  the  Massachusetts  His- 
torical Society's  Collections,  first  series  vol.  i.  p.  84: 

"The  following  account  of  the  examination  of  Dr.  Benjamin 
Qiurch  was  written  while  he  was  in  prison,  at  Cambridge,  having 
ackaowledgcct  that  he  was  the  author  of  a  letter  containing  the  state 
of  the  army,  stores,  etc,  which  was  intercepted  and  thought  to  be 
part  of  a  trcachcrons  correspondence,  as  it  was  written  to  a  genlle- 
man  in  Boston.  The  letter  was  in  cyphers.  It  was  afterwards  pub- 
H.«hcd;    frequent  reference  is  made  to  it  in  this  relation. 

"  On  Friday  October  27.  the  high  Shcriflf,  How,  a  messenger  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.M.  came  to  my  prison, 
accompanied  by  Adjutant  General  Gates,  and  the  several  officers  of 
die  guard,,  with  a  summons  from  the  Honorable  House,  commanding 
my  immediate  alicndancc  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  I  requested  to  be 
indulged  with  an  opportunity  to  change  my  linen,  which  was  indulged 
me  while  the  guard  was  parading,  and  the  officer  of  my  escort. 
waited  upon  tlic  General,  for  hiii  directions.  By  the  time  I  hud  put 
myself  in  decent  apparel,  I  received  orders  to  proceed:  I  had  pro- 
cured in  this  interim,  a  chaise  from  a  friend,  into  which  the  messen- 
ger entered  with  mei  in  which  manner  we  proceeded,  (To  my  utter 
astonishment,  the  House,  forgetful  of  their  dignity  and  privileges, 
in  a  manner  unprecedented,  suffered  me  to  be  held  in  custody  of  a 
tnilitary  guard  during  the  whole  time  of  my  trial  before  the  Hon- 
orable House)  in  the  centre  of  a  guard  of  twenty  men,  with  drum 
and  fife,  from  my  prison  in  Cambridge  to  Watcrtown,  being  three 
miles.  When  arrived  at  ihc  Meeting  House  in  Waterlown,  where 
the  Assembly  then  sat,  the  messenger  of  the  House  announced  my 
arriva];  upon  which,  wc  received  orders  to  tarrj'  at  the  door  tilt 
called  for;  after  waiting  a  few  minutes,  the  doorkcciicr  opening  the 
door,  directed  the  messenger  to  bring  in  the  prisoner.  I  was  then 
ushered  into  the  House,  and  advancing  up  to  the  bar,  which  was 
placed  about  midway  of  the  broad  alley,  I  made  my  obeisance  to 
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the  Honorable  Speaker  of  the  HouM,  James  Warren,  Esq.  and  to 
tb«  Members  of  the  Honorable  House  of  Representatives  there  as- 
sembled. The  galleries  being  opened  upon  this  occasion,  were 
thronged  with  a  numerous  collection  of  people  of  all  ranks,  to  attend 
so  novel  and  so  important  a  trial.  The  Honorable  Speaker  then 
began,  by  informing  me,  that  the  Honorable  House  of  Representa- 
tives, having  been  informed,  that  I.  a  member  of  that  House,  was 
put  under  arrest  by  his  Exccllenc}'  General  Washington;  and  their 
jealousy  for  the  privileges  of  the  House  having  been  excited  thereby 
they  had  appointed  a  committee  of  the  Honorable  House,  to  wait 
upon  and  confer  with  his  Exccllenc)-  upon  the  subject ;  to  which  they 
had  received  the  following  answer.  Here  his  Honor  recited  a 
letter  from  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  attested  by  his  Sec- 
retary, the  Honorable  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.  specifying,  that  at  a  meet- 
ing of  a  General  Court  Martial,  held  at  Cambridice,  on  October 
third,  Present,  hi-s  Excellency  General  George  Washington,  Esq., 
President,  all  the  Major-Generals  and  Brigadier- Generals  of  the 
Army,  and  Adjutant-General  Gates,  Benjamin  Church,  Esq.  Direclor> 
General  of  the  Hospital  was  summoned  before  them ;  when  a  Court 
of  inquiry  being  held,  il  was  their  unanimous  opinion,  that  said  Ben- 
jamin Church  was  convicted  of  holding  a  criminal  correspondence 
with  the  enemy,  each  member  being  questioned  jfrialim  upon  the 
matter.  After  the  Speaker  had  read  the  doings  of  the  Court  Mar- 
tial, the  criminal  letter  as  dccyphcrcd  by  Mr.  West  was  produced 
and  read  to  the  House :  upon  which  the  Honorable  Speaker  observed, 
'that  the  Honorable  House,  from  a  regard  to  their  own  honor  and 
reputation,  and  to  express  their  abhorrence  of  such  conduct  in  one 
of  their  members,  had  summoned  me  to  the  bar  of  that  House,  to 
make  answers  to  the  charges  exhibited  against  me,  and  to  proceed 
in  such  manner  as  to  vinrlicate  the  reputation  of  the  House.'  And 
then  holding  out  the  letter,  demanded  '  if  that  was  a  tnie  copy  of 
the  letter  I  wrote  in  cyphers;'  to  which  I  replied:  'May  it  please 
your  Honor  and  the  Honorable  House,  although  I  am  a  member  of 
this  Honorable  House,  or  have  been,  and  have  sustained  some  little 
part  in  the  struggles  of  this  very  respectable  body  for  several  months 
past,  yet  in  the  matter  in  which  I  hold  some  capital  consideration, 
I  profess  myself  to  be  totally  unacquainted  respecting  the  gcner&I 
design,  mode  of  process,  and  the  issue.  If  I  might  entreat  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Honorable  House  I  would  inform  them,  about  a 
month  since,  I  was  Liken  by  an  armed  force,  and  have  been  con- 
fined a.  close  prisoner  for  twenty-eight  days;  secluded  by  my  stem 
gaolers  from  the  cheering  eye,  and  consoling  tongue  of  friend  and 
acquaintance,  imlcss  by  a  special  license,  which  has  been  sparingly 
granted!    and  never  indulged  with  the  aid  and  advice  of  council 
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learned  in  the  taw;  six  days  retained  in  the  most  rigorous  confine- 
ment. I  was  then  led  before  a  <1  was  not  even  there  favored  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Advocate  General.  They  cannot  pretend  it  was 
not  A  trial,  »s  Ihejr  made  up  their  judgement,  aiid  determined  I  wat 
convicted  of  a  criminal  corrcsponcJencc,  &c)  general  court  martial 
attended  by  my  guards ;  after  a  scrutiny  novel  and  undecisive, 
which  I  then  apprehended  to  be  a  trial,  I  was  remanded  back  to  my 
prison;  but  at  my  request,  and  the  indulgence  of  Ihc  General,  at- 
tended only  by  the  officers  of  tlic  guard.  There  I  have  been  held  in 
the  most  cruel  iitipriKmrnent  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  ever  since. 
This  morning,  may  it  please  your  Honors,  ai  tlie  liour  of  10  o'clock, 
without  any  previous  intimation  of  such  design,  without  any  expec- 
tation of  such  an  event,  I  am  summoned,  ^x  improviso,  and  immedi- 
ately to  the  bar  of  this  Honorable  House.  Bowed  to  the  dust  by 
infirmity  produced  by  distrcsK,  harassed  and  sickening  with  painful 
suspense,  aggravated  vexations,  rigorous  imprisonment,  and  a  load 
ol  sorrows  no  longer  supporuble.  am  I  called  upon  tu  make  my  de- 
fence. Though  in  a  situation  to  wound  the  Ixisom  of  compassion, 
and  from  the  eye  of  humanity  to  steal  a  tear,  relying  on  conscious 
integrity,  that  trial  I  wish  not  to  evade:  only  let  me  be  dctcnnined. 
Sir.  whether  the  jurisdiction  of  this  House  extends  to  the  whole 
enormity  of  the  transaction  of  which  I  stand  accused;  whether, 
may  it  please  your  Honor,  this  trial  shall  be  linal  and  decisive'  To 
which,  his  Honor  the  Speaker  made  answer.  "  that  the  Honorable 
Kou5«  had  determined  to  examine  this  matter  no  farther  than  as  it 
related  to  a  member  of  that  House'  To  which  I  rejoined:  '  Sorry 
am  I,  Sir,  that  my  plea  for  justice  cannot  be  heard :  I  have  been  led 
from  Caiaphas  to  Herod,  and  from  Herod  to  Pontius  Pilate;  to 
what  tribunal  shall  I  make  my  final  appeal?  The  House  will  par- 
don me;  but  while  they  appear  so  tremblingly  alive  |o  preserve 
their  reputation  unsullied,  Lhcy  should  not  forget  the  sinister  influ- 
ence such  precipitation  will  have  at  the  future  trial  of  perhaps  an 
innocent  man;  my  cause  will  be  pre- judged,  and  my  guilt  ascer- 
tained by  the  sanction  of  thix  important  body  before  due  inquisitjon 
is  made.  1  did  hear.  Sir.  that  this  House  had  determined  on  my  (As 
the  general  Court  Martial  had  convicted  mc  without  a  trial,  perhaps 
the  Honorable  House  will  think  themselves  warranted  in  their  jen- 
UHCt  of  fxeommunieation)  expulsion;  I  immediately  transmitted 
10  your  Honor  a  formal  re«igniitton  of  my  Mat  as  a  member  of  this 
KouM,  in  some  measure  to  prevent  the  ill  consequences  which  their 
censure  might  produce  hereafter. 

** '  This  Honorable  House  may  possibly  remember  when  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  arraigned  in  the  language  of  Lord  Chatham  "  for  blas- 
pheming his  God  and  libelling  his  King,"  the  House  of  Commons. 
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of  which  he  was  then  «  member,  did  not  evidence  a  prcm»ture  dis- 
tress lest  ibcir  imiaacukte  honors  should  be  tainted ;  their  generous 
humaotty  induced  tbcm  to  take  no  cognizance  of  the  act.  till  by  dne 
proceu  of  law  he  wa«  condemned  to  exile.  After  which  they  ex- 
pelled him  from  the  Hou*e.*  The  Honorable  Major  Hawley  then 
moved,  that  the  Honorable  Speaker  would  put  the  guesiion  to  me, 
whether  the  letter  then  read  was  a  true  copy  of  ihe  letter  1  wrote  in 
cyphcn.  I  replied  it  was  not  an  exact  copy.  Major  Hawlcy  then 
urged,  that  perhaps  there  was  sonic  trifling  literal  variations  which 
made  no  material  difference,  but  rcqiwsted  that  1  might  be  asked 
whether  the  letter  then  read  did  Dot  conuin  the  true  meaning  and 
import  of  my  letter  in  general.  The  qttcstion  was  piii  by  the 
Speaker:  to  which  I  answered  as  follows:  'I  perceive  the  Honor- 
able House,  inOucnccd  by  a  partial  purpo^  are  clelermined  upon  an 
immcdialc  lri;il.  The  Honorable  gentleman  from  Northampton  per- 
fectly inislakes  me  if  he  supposes.  1  mean  through  chicane  or  eva- 
sion to  interrupt  your  inquisition;  confirmed  in  assured  innocence, 
I  stand  prepared  for  your  keenest  searchings.  I  noM  first  Icam, 
may  it  please  your  Honors,  of  my  being  convicted  by  a  general 
Court  Martial  of  a'  (It  ai^>ears  to  me  a  strange  perversion  of  lan- 
guage ID  assert  that  I  wa^  convicted  of  a  criminal  correspondence 
with  the  enemy,  when  there  was  no  single  circumHtance  to  lead  to 
such  a  conviction  ?>cyond  the  letter  itself  which  carried  in  it  such 
evident  marks  of  fallacy  as  to  destroy  itt  own  testimony;  add  to 
thiii — it  savors  not  a  litdc  of  Hibernianism  to  construe  the  bare 
writing  a  letter  (which  was  never  conveyed  to  the  person  for  whom 
it  was  wrote)  a  conviction  of  an  actual  criminal  correspondence. 
The  most  severe  construction  that  common  understanding  could 
affix  Co  this  writing,  were  it  indi$putably  calculated  lo  betray  the 
interest  of  the  community,  would  be  an  *  attempt  to  correspond  with 
the  enemy,'  but  the  person  for  whom  the  tetter  was  designed,  was 
not  in  office,  was  not  a  solrficr ;  he  was  my  friend  and  brother.  I 
have  a  great  veneration  for  several  of  the  venerable  pcrsotiagcs,  who 
composed  this  Court — but  abstracted  from  the  consideration  of  srtf, 
T  lament  that  tho.ic  worthy  characters  should  have  been  betrayed 
into  so  injurious,  so  unjustifiable  a  construction  of  an  innocent  piece 
of  artifice  to  serve  the  common  cause.  If  I  was  then  convicted,  I 
suppose  my  continued  imprisonment  is  the  penalty  awarded  for  my 
tratisgrcssion :  if  so,  tlie  month  is  up,  and  I  ought  to  be  di^diarged, 
but  of  this  more  hereafter)  'criminal  correspondence  with  the 
enemy;  what  leads  lo  such  a  conviction  is  perfectly  unknown  to 
me;  and  I  presume  it  in  something  singular  that  I  should  first  be 
acquainted  with  the  judgement  of  that  Court  in  my  attendance  upon 
this.    It  has  been  frequently  objected  to  us  by  our  adversaries,  that 
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we  were  struggling  lo  establish  a  tyranny  much  more  intolerable 
than  that  wc  meant  to  oppose.  Shall  we  juEtiCy  the  prcdtcuoii  oE 
our  enemies?  Will  it  be  for  the  honor  or  interest  of  the  com- 
munity that  one  of  your  friends  and  partisans  is  reduced  to  depre- 
cate Ihal  power,  which  liy  hJa  constant  exertions  he  has  been  in 
some  measure  instrumental  in  supporting?  You  profess,  you  are 
contending  for  the  rights  and  liberties  of  British  subjects.  Why 
(hen  deny  appeak  to  common  law?  Am  I  impertinent  in  claiming 
the  rights  of  Magna  Charter,  and  bill  of  rights;  have  1  no  title  to 
a  trial  by  jurors,  or  the  benefit  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act?  but  if 
by  a  forced  construction  I  am  deemed  amenable  to  martial  law.  for 
matters  transacted  before  my  appoinlmcni  to  the  hospital,  anti  before 
the  promulgation  of  those  laws;  why  arc  the  rules  and  articles 
framed  by  the  Continental  Congress,  for  the  governmcnl  of  the 
Army,  violated  in  every  letter,  to  accumulate  dislressc*  upon  me? 
" '  1  have  suffered  aJready  the  utmost  penalty  annexed  to  the 
breach  0/  that  law.  for  which  I  now  stand  committed.  Am  I  to  be 
the  victim  of  the  unsatiablc  rage  of  my  enemies?  Am  I  perpetually 
to  be  subjected  to  the  successive  pains  and  penalties  of  every  capri- 
ciotts  power?  It  is  3  maxim  in  that  government  which  I  claim  as  my 
inheritance.  Sir  and  for  which  you  have  expressed  the  highest  vener- 
ation. "  Mi^ieni  e<iuidcm  est  servilus.  ubi  jus  eat  vagum  et  incerium," 
miserable  indeed  19  that  state  of  slavery  where  the  right  of  the 
subject  is  vague  and  uncertain.  But  I  will  not  engross  the  time  of 
this  Honorable  Court.  1  did  say.  Sir,  the  letter,  as  now  read,  is 
not  a  literal  construction  of  that  I  wrote  in  cyphers,  as  far  zs  my 
memory  serves,  for  the  letter  was  written  in  great  ha»te.  I  never 
have  been  favored  with  a  copy  since,  to  consider  of  it;  and  have 
never  seen  it  till  to-day.  except  the  very  cursory  reading  I  gave  it 
when  before  the  General  Court  Martial,  at  which  lime  the  perturba- 
tion of  mind  incidental  to  sucli  a  situation  naturally  prevented  such 
a  close  attention  as  to  enable  me  to  recollect  the  contents.  1  believe 
in  general  the  «nse  is  preserved;  in  some  instances  it  is  perverted. 
It  has  been  proposed  that  the  letter  be  read  in  paragraphs,  and  (hat 
1  be  questioned  in  order.  If  it  wilt  be  agreeable  to  the  Honorable 
House,  I  will  read  the  letter  in  paragraphs:  I  will  candidly  and 
faithfully  execute  my  intention  in  the  course  of  my  reading,  and  lo 
convince  the  Honorable  House  that  I  mean  not  to  cavil  at  triAing 
inaccuracies.  I  will  correct  the  erroneous  passages  a«  I  proceed,  and 
restore  the  true  reading  on  a  diflfercui  sheet."  This  motion  was 
acceded  to  by  the  Honorable  House,  and  the  copy  of  the  letter  being 
handed  me  by  John  Pitta.  Esq.  I  began :  '  Previous  to  any  remarks 
upon  the  substance  of  this  reprobated  letter  in  my  hand,  by  your 
Honor's  leave,  and  the  indulgence  of  the  Honorable  House,  I  will 
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repeat  the  circumstances  which  led  to, 
the  letter:    sometime  after  my  return 
passing  in  my  chaise  toward  Mystick,  I  : 
household  furniture  toward  Cambridge. 

bed  was  a  woman  with  two  children;    tli-  

name,  asking  me  if  I  did  not  know  lui 
familiar  to  me;   I  answered  yes,  and  inquiri'i 
she  informed  me  the  day  before,  and  told  iii' 
me  from  Boston,  from  my  brother;   she  took  . 
her  pocket,  and  opening  it,  handed  the  letter 
delivered  it  to  me;    it  was  directed  to  me;   upi 
I  found  it  written  in  cyphers  and  signed  J.  F.    I  . 
and  rode  a   few   rods;    curiosity   induced  me   t' 
repair  to  my  lodgings  to  dccyphcr  the  letter  ujv 
with  the  contents;   this  is  the  letter,'  to  the  spcakv. 
the  Honorable  House  as  follows, 

"'Dear  Doctor 

" '  I  have  often  told  you  what  the  dreams  of  your 
sons  would  come  to;    do  you   forget  my  repeated  cam 
make  yourself  too  obnoxious  to  government;    what  say- 
singer  and  Johnny  Dupe  to  fighting  British  troops  now  : 
at  Philadelphia,  I   suppose,  plotting  more  mischief,   wIk; 
your  High  Mightiness  has  been  Ambassador  extraordina: 
care   of   your   nob,   Mr.    Doctor;     remember   your  old   fri- 
orator,  he  will  preach  no  more  sedition.     Ally  joins  me  in 
you  to  come  to  Boslon.     You  may  depend  upon  it  goveriu 
determined  to  crush  this  rebellion,  a  large  reinforcement  of  ■■ 
is  hourly  expected,  when  they  are  determined  to  penetrate  int' 
country ;  for  God's  sake,  Doctor,  come  to  town  directly ;  I'll  engit^ 
procure  your  pardon;    your  Sister  is  unhappy  under  the  apprc!: 
sion  of  your  being  taken  and  hanged  for  a  rebel,  which  God  gr-.- 
may  not  be  the  caf.e;   you  may  rely  upon  it  the  Yankees  will  ncv. 
be  a  match  for  the  troops  of  Great  Britain.    The  Yorkers  have  I'l 
haved  like  damned  fools  in  robbing  the  Kin^s  stores,  as  govcrnmti'.' 
had  intended   to   have  granted   them   some  exclusive   privileges   ii: 
trade,  had  they  continued  loyal.     It  will  now  be  a  rendezvous  for 
British  troops.     We  know  well  enough  that  you  are  divided,  your 
people  are  discouraged,  that  you  want  discipline,  artillery,  ammuni- 
tion ;   and  government  has  taken  effectual  care  that  you  shall  not  be 
supplied  by  other  powers.    I  have  wondered  that  we  have  not  heard 
from  you ;    difference  of  politicks  has  not  cancelled  my  friendship 
for  you.     Let  me  entreat  you  not  to  take  up  arms  against   your 
rightful  King,  as  your  friend  Warren  did,  for  which  he  has  paid 
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dearly.  1  cannot  send  your  sulkry  and  other  matters  you  sent  for; 
you  may  thank  your  own  people  lor  that,  who  Rrsl  set  the  example 
by  preventing  anything  from  being  brought  to  them.  I  think  you 
might  have  &ent  ih  a  bit  of  freth  pork  now  and  then.  Vou  ste  Han- 
cock and  Adams  are  anainted  already.  If  you  cannot  pass  (Ik  lines, 
you  may  ctjme  in  by  Capt.  Wallace,  via  Rhode  Island,  and  if  you  do 
not  come  immediately  write  me  in  this  character,  aiid  direct  your 
letter  to  Major  Cane  on  his  Majesty's  service,  and  deliver  it  lo 
Capt,  Wallace,  and  it  will  come  safe.  We  have  often  heard  your 
people  intend  to  attack  the  town;  by  God,  I  believe  they  had  »uch 
a  dose  on  Bunker's  Hill  as  to  coo]  their  courage.  Your  Sister  has 
been  for  running  away.  Kitty  has  been  very  sick,  we  wished  >'oii 
to  see  her;  she  is  now  picking  up.,  1  remain  your  sincere  friend  and 
brother, 

"•J.  F. 
'"P.S.    Don't  fail  to  write  me  soon.' 


"This  letter  being  read  I  proceeded,  'your  Honor  well  knows 
what  was  our  situation  after  the  action  of  Bunker's  Hill;  insomuch 
that  it  was  generally  believed,  had  the  British  troops  been  in  a 
condition  lo  pur.>iue  their  success,  tliey  mJfthc  have  reached  Cam- 
bridge with  very  little  opposition.  Not  many  days  after  this  we 
had  a  report  circulated  very  Kcnerally,  and  as  generally  credited,  of 
the  arrival  of  a  rcinfarcctncnt  of  5000  British  troops  in  Boston. 
This  Honorable  House  have  not  forgot  the  general  anxiety  excited 
thereby,  together  with  the  consideration  of  our  not  being  in  a 
capacity  to  make  any  tolerable  resistance  from  the  reduced  state 
of  our  magazines;  was  there  a  cnan  who  regarded  his  country  who 
would  not  have  sacrificed  his  life  tf>  effect  a  tolerable  accommoda- 
tion? my  fears  I  must  confess  were  greatly  excited  At  this  in- 
terval, a  week  perhaps,  or  ten  days  after  I  had  received  this  letter, 
1  was  confined  to  my  lodgings  by  a  stormy  day.  contemplating  our 
disagreeable  siiuation.  I  pulled  the  lener  out  of  my  pocket  and 
reading  it;  the  idea  of  writing  an  answer  to  my  brother  started 
into  my  mind;  imagining  I  could  improve  the  opportunity  to  effect 
a  happy  purpose  [  immediately  set  about  II  One  circumstance 
which  was  an  inducement  to  writing  at  that  time  was.  that  a  young 
woman  in  the  same  house  was  to  set  off  for  Newport  the  next 
morning.  1  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  letter  by  paragraphs, 
after  premising  that  I  have  endeavored  to  adopt  the  air  and  lan- 
guage of  a  lory  throughout,  (or  the  purpose  of  securing  confidence, 
and  obtaining  the  intelligence  I  wanted.  "  Three  attempts  have  I 
made  to  write  you.  the  last  the  man  w.is  discovered,  but  fortunately 
my  letter  4c,"    May  it  please  your  Honor:    had  I  written  or  at- 
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irmpTfd  to  wriie  into  Boscos;  u  it  not  -wtrj  extnor^narj  that 
dcriiif  cy  locc  coofisciiiaii  wbca  the  Tex;  aittipodes  hare  been 
alamxd  ai  the  transacrioii.  and  crcry  taafoe  has  been  damoroos 
asaiuft  me.  is  it  not  strange.  Sir,  that  no  proof  has  been  ^THnwt..*^ 
aggiatt  me  oi  saeh  correspondence:,  bu  io  this  Tcry  letter,  which 
is  crowded  with  fallacT,  asd  otrnoostr  desigoed  to  deceh-e?  The 
idea  of  the  man  being  discovered  btn  escaped.  ~  the  letter  bcin^  ftc" 

was  suggested   by  the  affair  of  Doctor  ,  who  was  taken,   as 

reported,  going  into  Bostofi,  was  searched  but  no  letter  fonnd.  I 
heard  of  the  matter  opoo  my  retnni  from  Philadelphia,  and  that 
the  letter  was  so  concealed,  which  was  idly  repented  to  be  the 
reason  of  its  not  being  detected.  The  other  two  attenqits  are  men- 
tioned in  a  subsequent  paragraph,  "  twice  hare  I  been  to  Salem,  Ac" 
this  idea  was  started  bj  the  following  incident ;  about  a  week  befcMX 
I  set  out  on  mjr  joumer.  Major  Bigeiow  informed  me  he  had  recetved 
intelligence  that  provisions  and  other  matters  were  conveyed  into 
Boston  by  the  Custom  Honse  boat  from  Salem,  which  ought  to  be 
immediately  pro-ented.  I  instantly  laid  the  matter  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  and  they  determined  to  take  measures  immediately 
to  present  her  passing  into  Boston.  I  solcimily  declare.  Sir,  I  never 
wrote  one  letter  into  Boston  since  I  left  it.  I  solemnly  declare  I 
have  never  been  to  the  town  of  Salem  these  seven  years  pasL— "  I 
went  by  the  way  of  Providence  to  visit  Mother,"  This  passage  I 
think,  Sir,  confirms  my  declaration  that  the  letter  was  designed  for 
my  brother,  and  not  for  Major  Cane.  I  should  hardly  have  ac- 
quainted the  Major  of  my  going  to  visit  my  Mother,  and  surely  I 
should  not  have  neglected  to  affix  the  relative  my  to  the  substantive, 
were  not  the  letter  addressed  to  a  relative  character.  The  next 
paragraph  is,  "  the  Committee  for  warlike  stores  ending  at  Bunker's 
Hilll"  Here,  may  it  please  your  Honor,  is  a  capital  omission, 
which  leads  to  a  suspicion  of  my  having  written  before.  In  the 
original  copy,  I  remember  perfectly  well,  after  the  words  "  haviog 
taken  a  previous  resolution  to  make  the  offer  to  General  Ward" 
were  added  "  for  the  purpose  of  fortifying  Bunker's  Hill."  This 
part  of  the  sentence  was  either  inadvertently  left  out  by  myself  in 
copying  the  letter  into  cyphers,  or  omitted  fay  the  person  who  de- 
cyphered  the  letter;  this  accounts  for  the  references  below  "as  I 
have  hinted"  and  reconciles  this  passage  with  the  first  paragraph 
that  "  I  had  made  three  attempts  to  write  him  without  success.  The 
true  state  of  the  fact,  is  as  follows:  The  taking  and  fortifying 
Dorchester  hill  was  the  first  object  in  contemplation  when  I  left  the 
camp ;  I  was  sensible  we  had  not  heavy  artillery.  When  at  Provi- 
dence, being  informed  that  they  had  a  considerable  number  there, 
I  applied  to  the  Honorable  Mr.  Ward,  who  resided  then  at  Provi- 
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denc«.  and  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  War,  for  such  of  ihein 
as  they  could  spare.  Mr.  Ward  called  the  Committee  Ic^cthcr,  when 
they  generously  granted  them,  and  they  were  gent  down.  The  appli- 
cation  was  made  spontaneously  by  mc  and  I  wrote  a  Ictlcr  of  apology 
to  General  Ward  (or  officiousness  in  this  matter.  The  ri:ii:>on  uf  my 
covering  thin  transaction  in  my  letter  was  a  constant  communi'Cation 
between  Newport  and  Boston;  there  was  no  doubt  but  they  would 
have  account  uf  this  t  rails  act  iun ;  did  I  not  iiccdunt  fur  it  in  a 
way  to  conceal  my  bciog  active  in  the  matter,  I  should  have  been 
defeated  in  my  intentions  in  writing.'  Here  1  was  interrupl^,  and 
the  House  voted  to  sdjoum  to  3  o'clocic;  I  was  ordered  to  make 
such  corrections  in  the  interim,  as  to  make  it  correspond  with  the 
original  draught  1  was  then  by  the  order  of  the  Honorable  House 
conducted  by  ray  guaril  under  custody  of  the  Messenger  of  the 
House,  where  at  the  public  expense  \  was  regaled  with  half  a  mug 
of  flip  and  the  wing  of  a  chicken,  and  wa.s  then  reconvened  to  the 
House  in  the  manner  1  came  from  thence.  When  arrived  at  the 
door  of  the  House,  the  messenger  communicated  my  arrival ;  he 
was  directed  to  detain  the  prisoner  at  the  door  till  called  for.  I  was 
continued  in  the  cold  on  a  bteak  eminence  for  the  space  of  half 
an  hour,  which  after  a  month's  close  confinement  was  not  very 
eligible,  and  during  the  whole  time  surrounded  by  my  guards  with 
additional  mobility.  Dtgito  MotiStrari,  el  dicier  hie  est,  during 
which  time  a  solemn  vote  wait  pa.ued  to  invite  the  Honorable  his 
Majesty's  Council  for  this  Colony  and  sundry  military  gentlemen 
10  he  present  at  the  trial,  and  when  their  Honor;  had  taken  their 
seats,  orders  were  given  to  admit  the  prisoner;  I  was  then  intro- 
duced to  the  bar  of  the  House;  the  Speaker  addressing  himself  to 
me,  informed  me  the  House  were  ready  to  hear  me,  and  ordered 
me  to  proceed;  1  began  as  follows:  "May  it  please  your  Honor; 
to  the  patient  attention,  the  apparent  candor,  and  generous  hti- 
manity  of  the  Honorable  House,  I  (eel  myself  deeply  indebted.  I 
shall  now  proceed  by  their  continued  indulgence  to  .«omc  further 
obscrvaiions  on  the  letter,  not  doubting  from  the  approved  justice 
and  benignity  of  thi]>  Honorable  Assembly,  a  full  acQuittancc  from 
the  groundless  charges  levelled  against  me.  The  next  paragraph  is 
"  which  together  with  the  cowardice  of  the  clumsy  CoL  Gcrrish, 
&c"  to  defeat  There  i.<)  a  mistake  in  the  word  lucky  in  this  sen- 
tence: the  original  was  unlucky,  the  negatii-c  being  marked  by  an 
additional  stroke  on  the  1;  here  I  cannot  but  obf^erve.  Sir,  that  not- 
withstanding the  apparent  labor  and  design  throughout  the  wholly 
to  maintain  the  character  of  a  tory,  yet  in  this  paragraph  I  have 
inadvertently  betrayed  myself:  having  mentioned  Co(.  Gcrrish  and 
Col.  Scamtmoa  IScamiwcll]  in  terms  of  reproach  and  indigoalioa 
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for  not  enicastiiK  the  KJnii's  troops,  after  giving  an  account  in  the 
next  paragraph  of  the  number  killed  and  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker's  Hill,  which  grcalty  falls  short  of  the  truth,  and  an  oblique 
sarcAiim  upon  them  for  their  cxtnivaRant  calculation  in  lliit  matter, 
1  proceed  in  several  succeeding  paragraphs  in  the  most  exaggerated 
lerm^  possible,  to  alarm  liiin  with  a  very  formidable  account  of 
the  .spirit,  supplies,  rc&ourccs,  industry,  union,  and  resolution  of  the 
Colonies,  all  coniiniied  by  ocular  demonstration,  beginning  with 
"  ihe  people  of  Connecticut"  and  continued  a»  far  as  "  are  readily 
exchanged  for  cash."  As  far  as  my  contracted  reading  and  obsef- 
vation  extends,  may  it  please  your  Honor,  it  has  been  the  policy 
of  those  w«  have  heretofore  deemed  oar  enemies  to  speak  in  coa- 
temptuous  terms  of  the  courage,  strength,  tmion,  and  resources  of 
Iheic  Colonies;  they  have  I  apprehend.  Sir,  constantly  cndcavore<l 
to  discourage  us,  and  enctiuragc  the  cn«my  by  remonstrating  in  the 
warmest  manner  the  impossibility  of  our  making  any  effectual  re- 
sistance against  thrm.  I  am  condemned  for  a  representation  per- 
fectly the  reverse  of  this.  I  would  ask.  Sir,  who  are  your  friends? 
Is  it  criminal  and  injurious  to  you  to  say  vre  arc  able  and  determined 
to  witluland  the  power  of  Britain;  is  it  criminal.  Sir,  to  alarm 
them  with  a  parade  of  our  strength  and  preparation,  is  it  bad  policy 
or  a  proof  of  enmity,  when  under  the  most  alarmine  apprelicnsions 
of  instant  ruin  from  their  attack,  by  an  innocent  strategcm  to  divert 
them  from  such  a  ruinous  enterprise?  The  next  matter,  moot 
strenuously  urged  and  insisted  upon,  ts  an  immediate  accommotla- 
tion.  or  the  Colonies  arc  dLsjoiocd  from  Britain  forever :  sec  from : 
"add  to  ibis — '"for  God's  sake  prevent  it  by  a  speedy  acrommo- 
datjoo."*  Here  may  it  please  your  Honor,  the  plot  is  unravelled: 
tbe  scope  and  design  of  the  letter  is  here  folly  explained;  to  effect 
the  reconciliation  so  vehemently  urged,  so  repeatedly  recommended. 
For  what  cause  have  I  worn  the  garb  of  a  friend  to  goneruiutBt 
throughout  this  letter,  for  what  cause  ha%-e  I  repeated  EallMT  ipm 
fallacy;  for  what  cause  bare  I  exaggetated  yo«r  force,  bat  to 
effect  a  tmion,  to  disarm  a  parricide,  to  restore  petce  to  my  di»* 
tracted  country:  if  this  is  the  work  of  an  etiemy  where  are  we  to 
took  for  a  friend?  There  are  two  or  tliree  passages  which  frotn 
being  misunderstood  have  been  greatly  exaggerated  which  I  shall 
explain  hercaficr.  The  next  pan^raph  beginntnc  at  "  writiac  ihi^ 
to  "  discovery."  arc  totally  futile  and  spochrypbaL  The  next  pas- 
sage, "  I  am  not  in  place  here,  Ac.**  is  in  answer  to  Ms  request  in  his 
letter,  ikot  to  take  up  arms  against  the  King,  and  to  qnxt  tbe  lean 
of  a  filter,  as  well  as  to  carry  on  the  dec^tioa:  hot  even  here 
through  baste  and  inattention  I  have  committed  a  UvBdcr  wbiA 
should  have  been  araided.     I  have  mentMoed  a  rcAdiBess  id  take 
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up  with  an  appointment  in  my  own  wajr,  not  cansidering  that  in  the 
capacity  of  ft  physician  or  surgeon  I  should  be  deemed  aiding  and 
asststLtrg  and  criuftUy  abn^^xiouis  with  those  wlio  were  nctually  in 
arms.  The  concluding  paragraph  contains  pariicularly  direction! 
for  writing  me;  from  hence  I  think  Sir,  the  following  conclusions 
arc  fairly  dcduciblc:  first,  my  endeavors  to  appear  so  zealous  a 
friend  to  governmcm.  and  so  seemingly  open  and  communicative 
were  to  engage  him  to  a  full  and  free  communication  on  his  part 
for  purposes  \'rry  obvious;  again.  Sir,  I  think  it  is  indisputably 
proved  from  this  paragraph,  that  a  previous  correspondence  never 
subsisted  between  us;  if  thts  had  been  the  case.  Sir.  can  it  be  snp- 
po»ed  I  should  be  so  extremely  minute  and  circumstantial  in  point- 
ing out  a  mode  and  clianncl  of  conveyance,  or  if  wc  had  heretofore 
communicated,  should  I  not  have  intimated  my  reasons  for  altering 
the  plan?  I  have  urged  labor  and  pains  writing  him,  I  have  urged 
secrecy,  1  have  urged  danger,  merely  to  impress  his  mind  with  my 
being  realously  attached  to  his  party,  to  secure  full  failh  and  credil 
to  influence  him  to  an  unlimited  confidence  in  his  return  to  mt  If 
in  this  I  have  trammrestied  the  motive  will  surely  absolve  me.  Here, 
may  it  please  your  Honor,  concludes  the  letter  innocently  intended, 
however  indiscreetly  executed ;  a  letter  which  has  alarmed  the  world, 
wounded  me  in  the  esteem  of  my  friends,  and  glutted  Ihc  malice  of 
my  enemies.  I  shall  now  by  your  Honor's  leave  make  a  few 
observations  on  some  particular  passages  and  then  conclude.  One 
or  two  paragraphs  have  been  urged  as  proofs  of  my  having  carried 
on  a  correspondence  with  this  person  for  some  time  past;  the 
words.  "  as  I  hinted  before  to  you,"  is  one;  thii  I  have  explained 
to  you  already:  another  is  "you  know  I  never  deceived  you."  The 
man  I  wrote  to,  had  implicitly  swallowed  the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Hutch- 
inson :  that  all  the  oppo!>ition  arose  from  a  small  but  very  busy 
faction:  that  the  Americans  would  never  dare  to  fight  the  British 
troops,  TTiese  sentiments  I  had  constantly  and  warmly  opposed, 
assuring  him,  the  continent  w^s  engaged  in  the  opposition  to  the 
present  measures,  and  if  blood  should  be  drawn,  lie  would  be  con- 
vinced of  the  spirit  and  resolution  of  Americans.  These  facts  he 
assented  to  the  last  time  I  saw  htm.  and  acknowledged  I  had  not 
deceived  him ;  which  fully  explains  this  passage.  That  the  letter 
is  totally  fallacious  as  far  as  evidence  is  admissible,  you  cannot 
doubt.  Sir.  The  pains  taken  to  send  letters  is  in  every  instaiKe  in- 
contestably  fehe;  the  matter  of  sending  cannon  from  Providence, 
as  there  related,  is  equally  so,  and  probably  calculated  to  effect 
political  purposes.  Why  then,  may  it  please  your  Honor,  shall 
unbounded  credit  be  given  to  that  letter,  which  hcar«  such  glaring 
marks  of  fallacy  and  design,  and  couched  in  terms  totally  incoa- 
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■onanl  with  the  eaodaa  oi  mj  whole  life:  afsinst  tW  coorktiofi 
■rMng  from  (fast  cctMhict.  •gainsl  017  solcnui  coecurnag  drcniD- 
•tancc*.  to  prove  that  it  «w  mtvA  u  a  pkcc  of  political  denh  to 
•ave  my  coontrr:  If  I  had  mta:ided  to  tamtnenn  a  spy.  Sir.  why 
dtd  I  Dot  commonicaic  other  matters  than  ihooc  which  were  of 
public  ootoriety?  The  affair  of  nAbtnff  the  Kini^f  stores  in  New 
Yoric.  19  adopting  hii  very  language;  the  eacpe^fitioa  against  Caoada, 
11  barely  mentioned,  and  introduced  merely  because  it  was  pob- 
lUbed  at  the  tame  time,  and  in  the  »ame  papers  with  the  matter 
mentioned  by  himself:  it  wa>  impossible  but  he  shoald  hare  known 
it.  and  therefore,  had  I  suppressed  it.  it  might  have  excited  a  jeal- 
CNuy  no  way  favorable  to  my  porpofte.  Were  there  not  sundry 
important  matters  then  a|[)tating,  which  T  was  well  acquainted  with; 
if  I  bad  been  an  enemy  why  did  I  not  mention  those  matters,  whl^ 
lo  communicate  would  be  to  defeat.  Were  I  that  enemy,  may  it 
pleau  your  Honor,  which  the  tongue  of  slander  proclaims  me 
to  be;  should  1  have  made  such  an  ostcnlatkms  parade  of  oar 
strength  and  resources;  should  I  not  rather  have  dwelt  with  a 
malicious  pleasure  on  our  weakness;  should  I  not  rather  have  ad- 
vised the  enemy  when  to  attack  us  with  assurance  of  success: 
should  I  not  rather  have  encouraged  them  to  prosecute  the  war 
with  vigor,  than  lo  desist  from  hostilities  and  propose  terms  of 
accommodation ;  certain  T  am.  Sir,  the  letter  bears  the  tmpressioa 
of  an  anxious  friend  to  his  country.  I  have  there  expressed  a  firm 
loyalty  (or  the  King,  so  has  this  House  in  every  pnblic  proceeding; 
I  have  told  him,  and  confirmed  it  with  abundant  fads,  that  the 
Americans  were  determined  vigorously  to  defend  their  rights;  so 
have  you,  gentlemen,  asserted  in  the  strongest  terms.  I  have  recom- 
mended with  all  the  warmth  of  an  honest  its\  to  put  an  end  to  the 
work  of  death;  is  not  this  the  universal  wish,  Sir:  you  will  say 
perhaps,  I  conversed  with  him  in  the  language  of  an  enemy:  he  ia 
a  friend  to  government,  so  called,  Sir;  I  wrote  ad  kominem;  I 
wrote  od  capium.  Where,  may  it  please  your  Honor,  is  the  crime, 
unless  it  be  a  crime  to  pur.tue  indirect  measures  in  a  time  of 
public  danger  to  prevent  a  public  calamity.  The  manner  in  which 
the  letter  was  written,  the  mode  of  address,  and  conveyance  have 
likewise  been  much  condemned;  but  if  it  be  considered,  Sir,  that 
thii  was  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  person  to  whom  I  wrote,  that 
affected  secrecy,  and  an  ostensible  coincidence  in  sentiment  were 
indispensable,  in  order  to  effect  my  design;  those  of  candid  and 
liberal  seniimenli  will  readily  pardon  me:  I  have  been  used,  Sir, 
to  direct  the  reins  in  my  little  theatre  of  poIiticVs.  T  had  no  sus- 
picion of  evil,  because  I  meant  none.  The  letter  was  intrusted  to 
a  man  I  did  aot  know,  whom  I  ne\'er  saw.    Two  months  it  lay 
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where  I  could  easily  have  obtained  it.     I  never  was  one  moment 

anxious  abuut  it;  surely,  may  it  please  your  Honor,  it  will  afford  a 
[i resumption  of  my  innocent  intention  at  least,  when  the  Icltcr  was 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  stranger,  who  resided  in  the  very  centre 
of  my  friends  and  relations,  lh.it  I  never  was  solicitous  enough  to 
write  to  one  of  those  to  secure  it  I  will  entreat  Che  patience  of  the 
Honorable  House  fur  a  nioraeni  longer;  when  1  was  in  Boston, 
exposed  to  ceruin  hazard,  solicited,  persecuted,  and  personally 
obnoxious,  did  I  ever  recede  one  moment  from  the  cause  of  my 
country?  Though  frequently  llircatcned  and  abused  as  I  passed 
the  streets,  my  house  assaulted,  and  my  windowH  broken  in  the 
night;  was  I  ever  intimidated  from  pursuing  with  my  utmost 
vigor  the  interest  of  ihc  public?  And  now.  Sir,  when  the  Colonies 
are  united,  the  opposition  general  and  formidable,  my  person  secure. 
and  no  other  temptation  to  revolt  but  the  hopes  of  pardon ;  to  be 
thus  influenced  at  this  time  mu!>t  betray  a  ver«alility  twrdering 
upon  insanity.  Were  my  small  but  sincere  services  ill  requited; 
were  I  entirely  neglected  in  the  dispenjiation  of  public  benefits.  I 
might  be  suspected  of  apostacy  from  chagrin  and  disappointment; 
but  the  matter  is  so  totally  different,  that  when  the  establishment 
of  an  hospital  wus  in  coiitenipl.ition,  I  had  every  satisfactory  en- 
couragement that  I  should  be  appointed,  and  in  »iich  a  way  as  to 
have  my  utmost  wi&hes  gratified.  Tlie  result  of  this  inquiry,  may 
it  please  your  Honor,  the  determination  of  this  important  body  is 
to  me  of  the  last  importance.  I  solicit  not  life;  that,  I  have  long 
held  in  my  hand,  a  ready,  a  devoted  oblation,  to  my  country;  I 
plead  for  more  than  life.  I  plead,  in  spite  of  one  act  of  pre- 
cipitation, and  even  that  from  a  virtuous  intention,  I  plead  a 
restoration  to  )'our  confidence  and  esteem,  to  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  roy  country  which  I  have  never  forfeited.  If  I  have  in- 
advertently erred,  judge  my  mistakes  with  candor.  The  irregularity 
of  a  measure,  which  they  arc  unable  to  account  for,  has  alarmed, 
has  startled  my  friends;  their  determination  is  suspended,  it  rests 
upon  yours. 

" '  I  demand  your  confidence,  gentlemen ;  the  warmest  bosom  here; 
does  not  flame  with  a  brighter  zeal,  for  the  security,  happiness,  and 
liberties  of  America,  than  mine;  consider,  gentlemen;  the  adopted 
character  justaincd  ihrottgh  thai  letter,  consider  the  apparent  design. 
and  attend  to  the  concluding  urgent  recommendation  of  an  immediate 
accommodation;  weigh  the  labors  of  an  active  life  against  the  in- 
discretions of  an  hour.  Be  pleased  to  consider.  Sir,  if  the  letter  had 
arrived,  but  it  never  arrived;  had  it  no*  produced  the  good  in- 
tended, it  could  not  have  produced  any  mischievoux  conseqtwnees  bat 
to  the  guiltless,  though  imfortunalc  author :  Consider. gentlemen,  what 
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a  miserable,  what  ao  embarrassed  situation  I  shall  be  flung  into,  if 
so  uiiliappy  ax  to  incur  your  censure;  here  I  ihall  i>c  wretched 
indeed ;  objected  to  the  sting  of  invective,  pointed  with  savage 
asperitr,  doubly  wretched  in  having  no  sanctuary  from  reproacfa  aod 
ruin. 

"'The  moit  obstinate  and  malicious  enemy  to  his  country,  finds 
a  secure  asyluin  in  that  retreat  where  1  have  sacrificed  my  fortune 
for  you,  and  where  I  am  effectually  barred  by  my  incessant  exer- 
tioas  in  your  service. 

"'To  your  wisdom,  gentlemen,  to  your  justice,  to  >*oar  tender- 
ness r  cheerfully  submit  my  fate.'  Here  I  was  questioned  respecting 
sundry  matters  which  were  uttered  during  my  defence  by  sundry 
members  of  the  Honorable  House,  and  was  directed  to  withdraw 
under  tlie  conduct  of  the  guard. 

"  Previous  to  my  departure  from  the  Hoasc,  I  addressed  myself 
to  the  Honorable  Speaker,  informing  the  House.  I  desired  to  be 
admitted  to  bail,  otherwise  I  was  fearful  of  falling  a  martyr  to  tbe 
severities  of  my  imprisonment,  and  then  withdrew. 

"  From  my  prison  in  Cambridge,  November  i,  1775. 

"  Attest.  B.  C  JuN." 
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DK.   JOHN    klOBGAN  S  UBUORIAL, 


To  Hl3  EXCELLEXCV,  GgNEBAL  WaSHIHGTON,  COUMAKDER-tH-CBZET 
OF  THE  AUEBICAN  AkUY. 

The  Memorial  and  Rrf>resentaiion  of  Doctor  John  Morgan,  respect- 
ing his  Care  of  llic  Sick,  and  Manner  of  conducting  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  General  Hospital  committed  to  his  Care. 

Snt. 

When  I  was  called  by  the  choice  of  my  country,  to  the  station 
of  Director-General  of  the  hospital  and  Physirian  in  Chief,  I  left  a 
respectable  and  lucrative  practice  against  the  judgement  of  some 
considerable  persons  in  my  native  city,  who,  from  regard  to  me, 
and  what  they  conceived  to  be  tny  interests,  endeavored  in  vain 
to  dissuade  me  from  accepting  the  post,  truly  honorable  as  they 
allowed  it  to  be.  Their  advice  had  no  inHiience  over  me.  With- 
out hesitation,  1  sacrificed  it,  with  every  future  prospect  of  better 
expectations  from  continuing  with  ilicm  to  the  sati.sfaction  oE 
serving  my  country.  At  The  Head  Of  The  Hospital,  In  The  Army, 
Undrr  Your  Excelicnc^i  Immediate  Command. 
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Having:  ti^d  some  experience,  in  times  past,  of  the  nature  of  the 
dcpartmcnl,  I  have,  ever  since  1  took  charge  of  it,  made  i1  my 
constant  study,  to  make  m/icU  master  of  tJic  subject,  and  to  acquire 
a  thorough  insight  into  it.  With  what  success,  I  do  not  think  can 
be  Judged  of,  from  the  out&ide  appearances  of  last  campaign,  and 
the  causes  which  prevented  the  several  regulations  I  proposed,  from 
taking  place  agreeably  to  my  wishes.  It  would  be  tedious  to 
enumerate  them  all ;  yet  it  cannot  be  amiu  to  point  at  some  of  the 
principal : 

The  first  of  these  which  I  shall  mention  was  the  want  of  suffi- 
cient time  and  opportunity  before  the  openini;  of  the  campaiitn  to 
have  alt  the  regimental  SHrgcnns  properly  furnished  by  Congress. 
and  made  acquainted  with  their  duty,  of  which  many  of  them  were 
very  ignorant,  and  the  error  of  ha.vinR  them  took  to  the  General 
Hospital  for  those  supplies  of  medicines  and  instnunents.  &c  which 
it  would  have  been  better  to  have  sent  to  thein  by  Continental  Drug- 
gists, who  might  have  the  meanA  of  collecting  and  preparing  every 
article  in  a  suitable  manner,  which  it  is  vain  to  attempt  in  a  moving 
army.  Another  cause  wa.t  the  want  of  a  suiEcient  niiiuber  of  certain 
hospital  officers  and  assistants,  and  the  means  of  procuring  them 
when  allowed  by  Congresfi.  which  was  late,  as  Commisjaries.  Store- 
keepers. Stewards,  Wardmaslers.  &c.(b)  This  difficulty  was  in- 
creased from  the  nature  of  the  campaign,  in  which,  contrary  to 
expectation,  it  became  necessafy,  to  shift  the  places  of  the  General 
hospital  frequently,  and  to  branch  it  out  in  such  a  number  of  hos- 
pitals widely  distant  from  each  other.{cl  To  these  may  be  added 
first  the  want  of  sufficient  help  from  other  departments,  which  it 
was  impossible  lo  remedy  in  the  slate  our  army  then  was.(d)  2dly. 
The  neglect  of  the  regimental  Surgeons,  to  report  the  sick  of  Iheir 
raiments  in  season,  and  in  an  orderly  manner  to  the  General  hos- 
pital, though  often  refjuired  in  General  orders.  Resolves  of  Congress, 
and  otherwise,  to  do  it:(e)  and  sometimes  keeping  back  their  sick 
from  entering  into  it  at  all,  or  till  they  became  very  numerous; 
then  discharging  them  all  at  once  into  the  General  hospital,  at  the 
lime  of  an  engagement  with  the  enemy,  and  when  the  allention  of 
the  whole  body  of  hospital  Surgeons  was  necessary  to  take  care  of 
the  wounded-  And  lastly,  the  frequent  and  long  absence  of  the 
regimental  Surgeons  from  their  regiments,  who  instead  of  sending 
the  sick,  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  to  the  General  hospital,  had 
them  conveyed  to  some  remote  regimental  hospitals,  where  they 
neither  had.  nor  could  obtain  suitable  necessaries  for  their  provision 
and  care,  (f)  On  my  first  arrival  at  Cambridge.  I  set  about  to  estab- 
lish rules  for  the  General  hospital  Surgeons.  I  had  heard  of  many 
abuses  being  practised  by  enormous  drafts  of  expensive  stores  from 
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the  Genera]  hospital,  to  which,  witli  your  Excellency's  approhatton. 
to  whom  I  nude  report  thereof,  I  put  a  stop  and  limited  the  demands 
of  reifimenlal  Surgeons  to  such  articles,  u  Indian  meal,  oatmeal, 
rice,  barley,  molasses,  and  the  like,  and  required  that  such  sick  an 
wanted  otherit,  should  be  sent  to  the  Central  hospital,  that  these 
things  might  be  dispensed  out  under  my  own  direction,  (s)  The 
next  reformation  I  attempted  was  1o  call  upon  all  the  Mates  in  the 
hospital  to  undergo  an  examination  of  their  ahilitiea,  in  order  to 
select  from  the  number  those  who  were  best  <)ualifkd  for  the  service 
This  was  followed  by  your  Excellency'*  orders,  to  »cc  that  all  the 
regimental  Surgeons  and  Mates  should  pass  a  like  examinatioiL  I 
bcfran  the  task,  but  the  movements  of  the  army,  the  aversion  of  Sur- 
geons to  undergo  these  examinations,  from  which  too  they  were  often 
Kreencd  by  their  Colonels,  and  by  pretence  of  sickness,  &c  and  the 
increa.sing  busineiu  on  hand  prevented  my  proceeding  far  in  it.  (h) 

When  the  army  lay  before  Boston,  the  smallpox  frequently  made 
its  appearance  in  it,  owinR  to  the  number  of  persons  who  came  out 
of  that  city  with  the  infection  upon  them,  which  endangered  the 
spreading  of  the  contagion  annongst  our  troops.  By  the  establish- 
ment of  the  umallpox  hospital  in  a  suitable  place,  with  proper  persons 
to  take  care  of  the  sick,  and  the  precaution  of  sending  all  infected 
persons  to  it,  so  soon  3»  known  to  have  the  disease,  and  io  cut  off  all 
town  communcation  betwixt  it  and  the  troops,  the  army  was  pre- 
ser»"ed  from  ever  receiving  any  injury  from  it-  When  the  troops 
marched  from  Cambridge  for  New  York,  all  the  sick  were  left 
behind  in  the  General  hospital,  amounting  to  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred men.  In  less  than  six  weeks,  during  which  time  but  few  died. 
I  was  able  to  discharge  the  hospital  of  every  man,  to  settle  and  pay 
every  account,  insomuch  ait  never  to  have  had  any  further  demands 
from  that  quarter.  During  this  time,  with  little  or  no  expense  to 
the  public  but  for  package  and  transportation,  I  collectet!  medicines, 
furniture  and  hospital  stores,  worth  many  thousand  pounds,  and 
sent  them  on  to  New  York.  The  like  quantity,  I  apprehend,  could 
not  be  procured  in  any  part  nf  America.  Nor  were  they  obtained 
for  the  use  of  the  army,  without  much  trouble  and  assiduity,  owing 
to  strong  opposition  that  was  made  to  prevent  ii.(k)  Besides  these, 
I  was  able,  by  means  of  the  subaltern  ofRccrs  in  the  hospital,  some 
of  whom  I  cmp]o3red  continually  at  the  work,  likewise  to  collect  to 
the  amount  of  near  two  thousand  rugs  and  blankets,  near  as  many 
bedsacks  and  pillows,  which  were  taken  up  from  docks,  and  were 
gathered  from  hospitals  and  barracks,  &c.  These  being  washed  and 
aired  ser\'cd  the  last  campaign  when  none  others  could  he  got,  and 
many  of  them  arc  yet  in  good  preservation.  At  New  Vork  I  col- 
lected some  hundred  sheets,  fracture  boxes,  and  other  useful  articles. 
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It  may  b«  thought  perhitps  that  I  place  a  higher  value  upon  these 

acquisitions  than  they  merit;  be  (hat  its  it  may  I  am  persuaded 
the  like  cguld  not  be  obtained  now  for  much  less  than  tliirty  thou- 
Eand  dollars,  wliich  i^  equal  tu  the  whole  amount  of  what  1  have  cver 
drawn  or  expended  for  the  General  hospital,  in  tlic  space  of  a 
twelve -month,  including  the  pay  of  all  the  officers  and  all  the  hos- 
pila]  cxpcnsca  o£  every  kind,  which  have  fallen  within  my  depart- 
ment to  tieltle,  and  for  the  faithful  expenditure  of  the  same,  E  am 
ready  to  produce  my  accounts,  receipts,  and  vouchers,  wlicnever 
called  upon  for  a  acltlcmt-ni.  Yci  the  General  hospital  has  had  the 
constant  charge  of  a  number  from  two  to  three  hundred  to  a  thou- 
sand sick  and  upwards  to  provide  for  and  attend.  Nor  have  any 
articles  of  the  public  stores  been  embezzled  or  mis-applied,  nor  the 
sick  suffered  in  the  General  hospital  for  want  of  anything  I  thought 
them  entitled  to  draw  from  the  hospital,  and  that  I  could  procure 
for  them. 

The  medicines  and  stores  provided  as  above  mentioned  have  been 
appropriated  with  equal  faithfulness  and  strict  economy  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  General  hospital;  or  issued  from  thence  to  regimental 
Surgeons,  or  remain  on  hand,  subject  lo  your  Excellency's  order.  1 
have  never  burdened  the  Uuorter-Maatcr  General's  department  with 
any  unnecessary  demand  from  thence.  And  as  to  the  Commissary- 
General,  he  will  do  me  justice,  as  he  has  often  declared  himself  on 
that  head,  that  my  drafts  were  within  the  mo>t  reasonable  bounds. 
I  am  persuaded  that  of  the  sick  who  have  been  drawn  for  in  the 
General  hospital,  if  none  of  them  have  been  drawn  for  at  the  same 
time  with  the  well  men  in  their  regiments,  the  stoppage  of  their 
rations  will  go  a  great  way  towards  paying  the  whcilc  of  (he  ex- 
penses that  the  hospital  has  been  put  to,  on  their  account.  Cor  pro- 
rision  and  stores  of  whatever  kind.(l) 

In  a  conference  I  had  with  your  Excellency  at  Cambridge,  on  the 
subject  of  hospital  expenses,  you  told  me.  and  I  took  it  as  a  hint 
of  caution  and  advice  to  observe  the  strictest  economy  in  my  depart- 
ment (from  which  I  have  never  deviated)  that  you  were  fearful 
the  expenses  of  the  Geueral  hospital  would  exceed  the  estimate  that 
hnd  been  made  of  them,  by  a  person  of  experience  in  General  hos- 
pital matters.  If  I  rightly  recollect  your  Excellency  thought  the  sum 
menlioned  to  be  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling  per  annum.  1  was 
surprised,  and  concluded  the  gentleman  was  mistaken:  I  resolved, 
however,  if  possible,  to  employ  such  strict  economy  in  (he  depart- 
ment, as  to  keep  within  those  hounds,  yet  was  fearful  it  could  not 
be  accomplished,  on  account  of  the  advanced  price  of  every  article 
of  living  and  hospital  «tores.  Desirous  of  knowing  what  were  the 
principles  on  which  he  founded  the  calculation,  I  wrote  to  the  per- 
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son  that  was  mentioned,  on  Ih«  subject,  in  answer  to  which  he  in- 
formed me,  that  the  estimate,  he  had  given  in  to  General  Gates  was 
ten  thousand  poundH  sterling,  for  every  ten  thousand  men,  for  six 
months,  and  so  in  proportion,  which  is  equal  to  ^40,000  ster.  per 
annum  (or  20,000,  the  number  then  kept  on  foot 

At  the  same  time,  as  one  qnaliCied  to  give  mc  full  information, 
I  wrote  to  him  with  a  view  to  clear  up  all  doubts,  or  to  confirm  my 
sentiments  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  regimental  Sur- 
geons were  supplied  in  the  British  service,  with  medicines  and  in- 
struments, and  to  know  what  right  they  had  to  draw  stores  from 
the  General  hospital ;  to  which  hi*  answer  corresponded  with  the 
opinion  1  had  ever  entertained  of  the  nature  of  the  service.  Till 
CooffTCSS,  or  your  Excellcncj-,  should  give  orders  for  a  different 
mode  to  be  pursued,  I  considered  myself  to  be  bound  in  duty  to  keep 
the  British  establishment  constantly  in  my  eye,  as  a  directory, 
making  allowance  for  the  nature  and  dilTercncc  ot  the  service,  (m) 

Moreover,  I  was  afterwards  favored  with  your  Excellency's 
opinion  on  the  subject,  contained  in  those  observatious  you  wu 
pleased  to  bestow  on  the  plan  of  regulations,  which  by  your  com- 
mand I  sketched  out.  for  getting  again  into  a  proper  train,  after  we 
had,  by  one  accident  or  ancitlier,  been  forced  from  the  original 
plan  of  a  General  hospital,  and  got  into  confusion,  on  account  of  the 
opposition  some  of  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  July  17  last,  met 
with  from  many  of  the  regimental  Surgeons,  and  the  impracticability 
of  complying  with  others  of  them,  in  the  situation  we  were  then 
placed-  Your  words  were,  "  What  is  the  practice  in  this  case  in  the 
British  army  ?  why  should  wc  think  of  improving  upon  ihetr  system, 
founded  on  long  experience?" 

Upon  first  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  station,  apprehending 
that  the  General  hospital  was  not  amply  supplied,  as  I  could  wish, 
with  bandages,  old  linen  and  other  implements  of  surgery,  that 
would  be  required,  in  c^sc  of  an  action.  I  set  myself  to  supply  those 
wants  immediately,  which  I  effecled  with  little  expense  of  money, 
but  with  great  labor,  in  which  I  had  all  possible  assistance  from  the 
hospital  Surgeons  and  Mates:  I  collected  large  quantities  of  old 
linen,  lint  and  sheets,  made  up  six  thousand  bandages,  and  six 
hundred  tourniquets,  for  the  use  of  the  General  hospital,  &c,  which, 
though  suJ!icicni  for  a  present  exigency.  I  did  not  think  more  than 
might  be  wanted  for  six  hospitals,  which  I  managed  at  that  time. 

Being  then  desirous  of  knowing  how  the  regimental  Surgeons 
were  supplied,  I  proposed  the  calling  upon  them  in  general  orders, 
for  that  purpose,  and  with  a  view  to  learn  whether  their  assistance 
could  be  depended  upon  in  the  field,  and  whether  they  were  properly 
furnished  with  medicines.    Except  Mr.  Magaw.  Surgeon  of  Col. 
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Thomson's  regiment,  and  a  few  otbcrs,  they  had  scarcely  the 
[fthadow  of  a  supply — I  gave  in  a  report  thereof,  wiin  a  weekly 
innirn  of  the  sick ;  I  also  staled  to  your  Excellency  what  I  conceived 
to  be  my  duty,  and  that  it  was  limited  ti>  ihe  care  of  the  sick  in  llie 
General  hospital,  This  enquiry  into  the  wants  of  the  regimental 
Surgeons,  made  them  turn  as  it  were  on  the  General  ho»piuI.  They 
wished  to  furnish  themselves  from  it,  with  those  articles  of  dressings, 
which  the  hospital  Surgeons  had  collected,  and  made  up  for  them- 
selves, which  those  gentlemen  thought  an  unrea.\on»bIe  demand. 
Farther  ihe  regimental  Surgeons  wanted,  contrary  to  all  usage,  to 
draw  from  the  General  hospital,  all  they  should  call  for,  in  the  way 
of  stores,  whether  dixtetic  or  medicinal,  for  the  use  of  the  sick  re- 
tained under  their  care,  in  regimental  hoiipiials,  and  to  be  provided 
by  nic  with  iiixlrunients  and  l)niida([cii,  or  to  fix  the  odium  of  their 
instiSciency  at  ray  door.  I  ihcrcfore  recommended  in  my  report 
the  nece^ity  uf  providing  (not  in  the  army  or  General  hospital 
but  from  Continental  Druggists  for  that  was  what  I  intended) 
"a  capital  set  of  medicines,  instrument.^.  &c.  as  soon  as  posjihle, 
and  advised  Hut  portable  chests  should  be  furnished  from  [for] 
every  regiment  for  a  whole  year,  at  once,  and  eadi  chest  be  provided 
with  instruments  and  bandages."  I  did  not  expect,  weak-handed  as 
I  was,  with  respect  10  officers  and  assistants  in  the  General  hospital, 
from  its  very  establishment  by  Congress,  that  this  task  would  be 
enjoined  on  me,  I  thought  my  duty  pointed  out  by  that  establishment, 
as  much  as  I  could  well  execute,  and  which  only  related  to  the 
General  hospital  itself;  although  with  an  earnest  desire  of  pro- 
moting the  good  of  the  service.  I  early  pointed  out  the  wants  of  the 
regimental  Surgeons,  and  in  time  for  having  them  supplied  with 
necessaries,  after  the  manner  that  has  always  been  practised  in  the 
British  army,  1  wrote  to  inform  your  Excellency.  "That  my  com- 
mission only  extended  to  the  care  of  the  General  Hospital;  the  plan 
of  establishment  by  Congres*.  of  July  28,  1775.  The  list,  number 
and  arrangements  of  officers,  and  my  instructions  from  Congress, 
which  were  wholly  silent  concerning  regiments,  their  Surgeons  or 
supplies  coniinned  this  opinion,"  not  to  say  anything  of  the  low 
estimate,  which  I  had  understood  was  formed  for  the  support  of 
the  General  hospital.  I  then  gave  it  as  my  opinion  grounded  on  the 
custom  of  the  British  army,  of  supplying  the  medicine  chests  by 
stoppages,  "That  if  the  sick,  remaining  in  regiments,  were  to  be 
supplied  at  a  public  expense  (and  not  by  stoppages)  that  expense 
ought  to  be  made  u  regimental  ch:irge.  and  might  be  delivered  in 
with  an  abstract  of  the  regiment,  (or  any  other  belter  way.)  that 
the  General  hospital,  having  nothing  to  do  with  the  affair  from  its 
very  nature,  otighl  not  to  be  burdened  with  their  supplies;    for  then. 
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on  the  number  of  sick  admitted  in  the  General  hospital  being  known. 
the  expense  ncccsisary  for  (heir  support  could,  after  a  while,  be 
better  estimated  from  experience." 

1  then  called  on  your  Excellency,  in  the  same  letter,  "  for  iosimc- 
tions  what  to  do?"  I  informed  you  "that  the  nature  and  design  of 
■he  General  hotpilal,  being  little  nndcrstood,  and  the  nature  of  my 
duty  so  much  mistaken,  both  by  the  regimental  Surgeons  and 
officers,  and  mnny  things  expected  from  me,  impo»&ible  to  be  com- 
plied  with,  I  apprehended  il  to  be  absolutely  necessary  that  certain 
regulations  should  be  fixed  upon,  to  ascertain  my  duty,  and  those 
of  the  Surgeons  and  oRiccrs  tinder  me,  as  welt  as  those  of  the  regi- 
mental Surgeons,  which  sit  ought  to  know,  and  not  hospital  and 
regimental  Surgeons  only,  but  in  general,  every  officer  of  any  rank 
in  the  army,  to  prevent  interference  and  mistakes. " — 

Besides  givint:  this  information,  in  order  to  briiiR  about  a 
farther  explanation  of  the  matter,  and  with  a  view  to  accomplish  the 
end  proposed  by  it ;  when  [  came  to  New  York,  I  laid  a  plan  before 
the  regimental  Surgeons,  to  ascertain  their  duty,  with  a  draft  for  a 
memorial  to  be  laid  by  them  before  Congress  staling  their  present 
difficulties,  of  which  they  approved,  and  I  wrote  pre^siiigly  myself 
on  the  subject  to  the  Doctors  Committee  of  Congress;  and  at  vari- 
ous other  times  I  have  delivered  my  opinion  on  the  dutie.^  of  regi- 
mental Surgeons,  which  may  he  seen  in  the  genera!  orders,  particu- 
larly of  July  .^rd,  and  July  sStb,  1776.  But  allhouRh  the  sentiments 
contained  in  those  orders  were  enjoined  by  your  Excellency  to  be 
made  the  rule  of  conduct,  and  I  think  they  were  well  calculated 
to  answer  the  purpose,  yet  they  were  little  regarded  by  many  of  Ihe 
regimental  Surgeons,  and  openly  opposed  by  others,  (n) 

With  respect  to  the  manner  in  which  [  came  to  have  the  charge 
of  supplying  all  the  regimental  Surgeons  with  medicine  chests,  &c. 
contrary  to  what  I  had  always  conceived  to  be  the  proper  method, 
or  usual  for  a  General  hospital,  as  I  had  always  declared,  I  beg 
leavr  to  remark,  that  the  surrender  of  Boston  having  put  us  in 
possession  of  a  large,  though  unassorted  stock  of  medicines,  hos- 
pital furniture,  &c.  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  order  me.  by  the 
Quarter-Master-General,  to  put  up  medicine  chcsLi  for  five  regi- 
ments, at  Boston,  Salem  and  Marblehead.  &c.  about  the  time  the  rest 
of  the  army  moved  to  New  York.  This  I  cannot  but  look  upon  as 
the  beginning  of  all  my  subsequent  difficulties.  When  I  arrived 
afterwards  at  New  York,  your  Excellency  was  at  Philadelphia,  and 
I  was  repeatedly  called  upon  by  letters,  and  in  the  way  of  personal 
applications  from  regimental  Surgeons  and  officers,  to  furnish  several 
regiments  that  were  at  New  York,  and  others  gone  to  Canada,  with 
medicine  chests.     My  hope  and  expectations  had  keen,  that  out  of 
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th«  whole  MocW  I  liiid  collected,  I  might  be  permitted  to  tnkc  tucli 
as  were  wanlcd  for  the  G«wral  hospital,  and  then  to  deliver  the 
remainder  to  any  ConuniiKLry  or  Continental  Drugaist,  appointed 
by  Congrass  or  by  your  Excellency,  to  receive  it.  for  the  use  of  the 
public,  and  pnrlicularly  for  fitrniitliing  regimental  Surgeons.  I  received 
several  intimations  at  this  time,  from  different  perM>nH,  lluit  Congress 
expected  from  mc  to  supply  the  northern  army  with  medicines  and 
hospiul  stores.  Having  received  no  orders,  however,  for  tliat  pur- 
pose and  the  campaign  then  opening,  I  thooght  it  highly  expedient 
to  receive  clear  instructions  on  that  head,  and  applied  (or  leave  to 
go  to  Philadelphia,  to  have  a  conference  with  jtomc  members  of  Con- 
gres«  to  know  what  I  had  to  depend  upon.  Ycur  Excellency  gave 
Ri«  leave  of  absence  for  ten  days,  and  altliough  it  proved  loo  short 
a  time  to  settle  the  business  of  my  department,  yet  I  returned  punc- 
tually on  the  day  appointed. 

Before  my  arrival  at  Piailadclphia,  I  learned  that  the  Congress 
had  purchased  a  valuable  slock  of  medicines,  which  were  in  the 
hands  of  some  druggisu  in  town,  out  of  which  (on  a  supposition 
I  imagine  that  they  had  more  than  would  be  wanted  for  public  use) 
such  considerable  sales  had  been  made  by  permission  of  Congress. 
and  large  quantities  sent  to  the  Southward,  that  it  aftpearcd  to  me 
there  was  danger,  from  the  great  reduction  that  was  made  in  it 
already,  lest  the  best  collection  of  medicines  I  had  ever  seen  in 
America  for  an  army,  might  slip  out  of  the  power  of  Congress 
from  such  sale,  &c.  which  might  prove  a  lo»s  they  might  not  have 
it  in  their  power  to  retrieve  in  the  whole  y*ar.(o)  I  therefore  pre- 
sumed to  caution  the  conimiiiec  against  it  Upon  conferring  with 
them  on  tlic  subject,  as  I  had.  though  contrary  to  usage,  been 
obliged  to  put  np  medicine  chests  for  some  regiments,  I  under- 
took, if  I  might  be  allowed  such  a  share  of  what  was  on  hand  as 
might  be  wanting  from  time  lo  time  to  assort  iho»  in  my  possession, 
to  use  my  best  endeavors  to  supply  regimcnul  cheats  to  the  regi- 
tiients  at  New  York  under  your  Excellency's  command,  (or  one 
campaign  by  way  of  trial :  for  I  did  not  want  to  shrink  from  any 
labor,  assigned  nic,  whether  my  proper  duty  or  not,  by  which  I 
might  «erve  ray  country,  as  far  as  it  was  practicable  for  me  to  do  it. 

I  did  not  conceive  from  all  I  was  able  to  learn  that  there  would 
be  more  than  forty  or  fifty  regiments  assembled  at  New  York; 
nor  did  I  suppose  that  one  half  of  tho*c  would  come  destitute  of 
medicines  and  chirurgici!  apparatus,  when  I  heard  that  the  South- 
ward regimenls  were  supplied  by  the  Continental  Druggists;  ami  I 
had  taken  pains  at  Cambridge,  occasionally  to  acquaint  General 
officers.  Commanders  of  regiments  and  regimental  Surgeons,  with 
my  idea  that  they  were  not  to  look  to  the  General  hospital  for 
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those  Bupplief,  but  have  their  regiments  furnished,  where  raised. 
as  beina  the  nioft  easy  and  natural  method;  nor  did  I  expect  such 
numerous  detachmcni^  of  militia,  all  of  which  came  unprovided,  and 
looked  to  me  for  supplier  of  every  thing  they  wanted,  not  chnttng 
to  send  thdr  sick  to  be  under  the  care  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  hos- 
pital. I  supplied  from  40  to  50  regiments  with  medidne  chests  by 
the  end  of  August,  besides  all  the  branches  of  the  General  hospital 
at  New  York,  in  the  bowery  and  neighborhood,  and  at  Long- 
litland,  which  reduced  many  of  our  capiul  articles  to  an  iosnfficiency 
for  the  General  liospital  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  camjaiga. 
And  these  I  wa*  obliged  to  collect  elsewhere  as  well  as  1  could:  for 
although  there  was  a  great  show  of  medicines  and  furniture  left,  yet 
many  of  the  prindpal  medicines  bdng  exhausted,  and  other  articles 
not  being  duly  prepared,  nor  stich  as  were  usually  called  for  or 
wanted  (or  reginicnut  use,  that  &how  availed  but  little.  To  give 
what  were  at  hand  and  cuuld  be  spared  from  hospital  use.  whid 
the  regimental  Surgeons  would  neither  accept  of  nor  be  answerable 
for.  would  be.  as  scriylurc  expn:s*«s  it,  to  give  one  that  asked  for 
bread,  a  stone;  or  for  an  egg,  a  ncrpent. 

It  was  by  your  Excellency's  command  that  I  shipped  off  part 
of  the  stores  as  I  did,  to  Stamford,  to  prevent  the  whole  being  lost, 
in  case  U^e  enemy  should  possess  themselves  of  New  York.  Fnmi 
thence  they  were  sent  into  the  country,  as  some  frigates  hsd  got 
into  the  Sound,  and  it  was  easy  to  land  ne-ir  Stamford,  whereby  the 
stores  might  be  dcs1  royed. (p)  It  was  by  a  like  command  that  I 
visited  Tappan,  Haverstraw,  and  Orange,  to  look  out  fur  a  suitable 
place  for  a  General  hospital;  and  by  your  orders,  in  writing,  that 
I  went  over  to  Newark  a  day  or  two  before  the  evacuation  of  New 
York,  to  make  provision  for  about  a  thousand  sick,  including  those 
wounded  ai  the  last  action  on  I-ong-lsland,  who  were  there  com- 
raiited  to  the  care  of  Doctors  Foster  and  Burnet.  Surgeons  in  the 
General  hospital,  with  seven  or  eight  Matcg  to  take  care  of  them.(q) 

Part  of  the  medicines  remaining  at  New  York,  were  ordered  over 
by  the  Adjutant-Gciieral,  to  whose  Itcr^rlna]  activity  and  the  as- 
sistance he  gave  to  the  Surgeons,  it  is  owing,  that  they  were  saved. 
The  most  valuable  part,  however,  was  still  left  in  New- York,  when 
the  eneitiy  had  affected  a  landing,  drawn  a  line  across  cJic  island. 
and  were  supposed  to  be  then  entering  New-York.(r) 

At  this  critical  juncture.  I  went  over  with  xorne  of  the  hospital 
officers,  and  brought  off  all  that  had  been  left,  in  a  pcttiauger.  which 
was  filled  therewith.  I  had  ordered  two  chests,  for  hospital  use, 
to  be  pttt  up  and  sent  to  King^bridge,  it  bdng  impossible  to  get 
more  up  there,  in  a  retreat. 

The  tick  and  wounded  above  mentioned  were  landed  in  haste 
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and  disorder,  at  Ilobuck,  VVehock,  &c.  Some  of  our  Mates  fell  into 
the  hands  of  (he  eiieiiiy,  Aiid  many  of  the  Nurses  and  Waiters  flcU. 
and  the  militia  ran  off  and  impressed  every  waggon  they  could 
find  in  the  neighborhood.  It  therefore  required  some  days  to  get 
on  all  the  sick  and  wounded,  through  many  difEculties,  from  tlie 
(right  of  the  inhabitant?,  and  their  reluctance  to  admit  of  the  hos- 
pitals being  siationed  at  llial  place.  1  had  provisions  to  collect,  a 
Commissary  and  Ward-Master  to  seek,  and  Nurses  and  Waiters 
to  procure,  with  every  thing  necessary  for  the  comfortable  accom- 
modation of  the  SLck  and  wounded.  I  had  but  tittle  aisisrHncc  enuufth 
to  perform  this  task,  your  Excellency  having  enjoined  me  to  leave 
the  most  considerable  number  of  Surgeons  and  Mates  at  York 
Island,  in  case  of  need.  I  made  all  possible  haste,  however,  to  put 
the  hospitals  at  New-Ark  on  a  safe  footing,  which  I  accomplished 
in  about  ten  days,  and  then  returned  to  licad-c|uar[ers. 

After  this,  judge,  Sir,  of  my  distress,  to  find  how  much  this 
affair  had  been  misrepresented  to  your  Excellency,  as  1  perceived 
it  was  by  a  letter  just  wriilcn  to  mc  by  your  Aide-dc-Camp,  setting 
forth  the  miserable  situation  to  which  the  sick  were  reduced,  and 
the  clamor  for  want  of  medicines,  absolutely  insisting  on  an  imme- 
diate and  suflicient  snpply,  for  "  whilst  I  was  reserving  the  medicines 
for  cases  of  emergency,  the  sick  were  dying  in  numbers  (or  want  of 
a  necessary  supply."  I  had  juHt  sent  to  an  eminent  private  Drug- 
gist, as  well  as  to  Mr.  tViUiam  Smith,  the  Continental  Druggist,  at 
Philadelphia,  praying  for  a  supply  of  such  articles  as  cither  I  had 
not,  or  could  not  be  got  at,  enclosing  each  of  them  a  list  for  the 
purposc.(s)  Instead  of  ten  pounds  of  Tartar  Emetic,  I  sent  for, 
four  ounces  were  all  I  coold  obtain  for  the  whole  army.  I  prevailed 
on  the  Surgeon  of  a  regiment  to  go  express  to  Hartford,  Norwich. 
Providence,  Rhode  Island  and  Boston,  to  procure  medicines,  which 
places  were  90  bare  of  the  anicles  iliat  we  principally  wanted,  as  to 
occasion  a  great  disappointment  What  is  more  worthy  of  remark. 
they  never  came  to  hand  till  a  short  while  before  the  retreat  from 
Hackcnsack.  I  had  applied  to  Governor  Trumbull  by  letter,  for 
some  assistance,  which  though  it  was  sent  as  expeditiously  as  pos- 
sible, took  time.(u)  I  also  applied  in  person  to  the  Sute  of  New- 
York,  at  Fl&b-Kills,  hearing  they  had  part  of  a  stock  of  medicines 
purchased  for  the  use  of  that  state  on  hand,  and  found  it  had  been 
ordered  to  Albany  for  the  use  of  the  Northern  department. 

What  made  it  more  astonishing  that  the  number  and  clamors  of 
the  sick  should  be  so  great  at  that  time  is.  that  in  a  consulution 
which  your  Excellency.  General  Green  and  General  Parsons  had. 
a  few  d-iys  before  the  evacuation  of  New-York,  it  was  there  pro- 
posed 10  send  off  the  sick  and  all  unfit  for  duty  in  brigades,  with 
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some  careful  officers  out  of  each  brigade  lo  atlcnd  than,  and  mone^ 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  suitable  accommodatKms  and  refresh- 
ments :  and  a  Surgeon  was  ordered  along  with  the  side  of  each 
brigade,  that  they  might  not  suiler  for  want  of  medical  assist- 
ance.(w)  I  am  still  of  opinion  it  was  the  best  step  that  could  have 
been  ukeo  to  prevent  the  sick  from  falling  into  the  enemy's  bands, 
unless  what  I  once  mentioned  to  yonr  Excellenry  a.<i  my  wish  coold 
have  been  accomplished,  viz.  That  protections  might  be  granted  to 
the  hofpitaU  on  both  sides,  and  the  tick  not  become  prisoners  of 
war,  but  their  persons  and  attendants  might  be  privileged  and  safe, 
as  was  the  case  betwixt  the  French  and  English  in  the  wars  of 
Europe. 

Yet  alt  the  confluences  of  the  sick  suffering  for  want  of  neces- 
urie»— sad  spectacles  of  human  woe  presenting  themselves  in  towns, 
villages  and  on  th«  roads,  and  straggling  through  the  country, 
thereby  exciting  the  terror  as  well  as  the  compassion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants :  have  been  ascribed  to  tny  department  and  the  officers  under 
me,  at  a  lime  when  we  ourselves  suffered,  and  called  in  vain  for 
assistance  front  other  departments,  and  50  far  as  we  were  able, 
became  fatigucmen  and  laborers  to  the  sick  and  wotmded.  as  we 
could  procure  none  from  the  army,  and.  »s  I  mentioned  before, 
many  of  our  attendants  and  nurses  Bed. 

At  the  time  of  my  greatcn  difficulty  to  procure  an  aisortmcnt  of 
medicines,  I  gave  orders  to  the  Apothecary  at  Newark  to  afford  what 
he  had  iKcrc,  which  was  alt  that  could  be  got  to  dispense;  to  i««e 
to  all  npplyers  for  regimental  sick,  what  could  be  spared  at  any  rate 
from  the  hospital  practice,  and  referred  such  as  called  upon  me 
for  mediL-ines,  to  him.(x)  Th»I  did  not  satisfy  all,  m^ny  expecting. 
as  it  seems,  wherever  ihey  happened  to  be  stationed  or  wherever 
any  part  of  the  hospital  was  open  for  the  reception  of  the  sick  and 
wounded,  that  they  had  a  right  to  draw  any  inedicines  they  wanted, 
and  to  be  furnished  from  thence  with  whatever  they  called  for, 
tJioitgh  llia,t  [>nrt  wa«  rally  provided  for  its  own  consumption,  and 
the  Surgeons  of  the  hospital  were  willing  to  take  care  of  the  sick 
&cnt  to  them  fur  lEiat  purpose. 

In  ilie  mid.1t  nf  this  scene  of  perplexity  and  confusion  I  re- 
ceived a  note  from  Col.  Grayson.  Aid-de-Camp  to  your  Excellency, 
desiring  to  know  from  you,  whether  I  could,  or  whether  I  thought 
it  in  the  lines  of  my  duty  to  supply  the  regimental  Surgeons  with 
what  they  wanted  ;  tu  which  I  returned  for  answer.  "  that  I  had 
never  conceived  it  to  be  properly  in  the  line  of  my  duty,  though  I 
had  done  everything  in  my  power  to  perform  that  service,  the  want 
of  a  better  establishment,  the  present  being  in  that  respect  contrary 
to  every  known  practice,  as  I  had  always  declared,  and  if  it  was 
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ever  so  much  expected  from  me  I  hati  not  the  means."  It  was  tbea 
by  your  order  thut  I  drew  up  the  proposed  regulations  for  n  better 
csiablifhmcnl,  which  I  forwarded  10  Congress  so  soon  as  it  was  re- 
turned to  me.  and  hcrcwilli  send  your  Excellency  a  copy,  (y)  II  was 
to  no  purpose  Ihai  I  niade  the  same  declaration  to  Officers  and  Sur- 
geons in  geacral,  as  I  had  done  to  your  Excellency.  Their  impor- 
tuniljes  continued  as  peat  as  ever. 

Immediately  after  this  I  received  a  charge  to  establish  further 
hospitals,  to  be  situated  more  conveniently  for  the  station  of  your 
army  at  that  time.  1  recommended  Hackensack.  Every  General 
officer  to  whom  it  was  mentioned,  apprD%-ed  of  it,  as  the  most  suit- 
able place  of  all  others  for  the  sick  of  the  army  on  York  Island, 
there  being  no  such  convenient  place  on  the  island  itself,  and  the 
enemy  had  just  made  a  descent  above  KinBsbridgc.  I  was  ordered 
over  Uic  river  to  view  I Ia.ckcnsack,  and  to  report  what  numbers  of 
sick  could  be  provided  for  at  thai  place.  On  my  return,  [  did 
accordingly  report  that  if  a  sufficient  number  of  carpenters  and 
masons  were  set  to  work  immediately  to  lit  up  the  church,  cotirt- 
houie,  manufactory  and  a  store  house  or  two,  &c.  six  or  seven  hun- 
dred men,  and  perhaps  more  might  be  accommodated  in  the  town. 
aitd  neighborhood;  but  it  would  require  many  workmen,  and  some 
lime  to  prepare  places  for  their  convenient  reception.  I  was  then 
ordered  back  to  carry  the  plan  into  execution  with  all  possible  dili- 
gence. I  went  accordingly,  and  next  day  no  less  than  300  men 
were  brought  into  the  neighborhood  for  me  to  look  after,  iliough 
I  was  quite  alone  in  respect  to  help.  They  daily  increased  in  num- 
bers, so  that  within  a  few  days  they  amounted  to  upwards  of  a 
thousand.  I  had  left  instructions  for  Dr.  Warren,  and  a  number  of 
Mates  and  other  hospital  officers  to  follow  and  attend  the  sick,  (x) 
At  first  we  had  neither  bread.  Jlour,  nor  fresh  provisions  in  readi- 
ness, nor  were  Commissaries  at  hand,  from  whom  I  could  obtain  any 
help.  General  Green,  to  whom  I  sent  to  fort  Lee  for  as.s)siance, 
was  gone  over  to  York-island.  So  soon  as  my  hands  were  strength- 
ened with  Dr.  Warren's  and  Mr.  Zabrisky's  help,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Commissary  and  Quarter- Master,  difltculties  abated  by 
degrees  every  day,  and  our  afTairs  got  into  a  more  promising  train. 
In  the  mean  while  the  two  armies  ha>-ing  marched  towards  the 
While  Plain*,  a  hnttle  was  expected.  I  therefore  h.tstened  to  join 
your  Excellency.  On  my  arriral  I  found  the  Surgeons  of  the  Genera! 
hospital,  in  consequence  of  orders  from  head-quarters,  to  look  out 
for  a  place  for  the  wounded  at  a  convenient  distance,  had  pitched 
upon  the  church  at  North-Castle,  as  the  most  suitable  they  could 
meet  with.  I  went  to  view  it  and  to  prepare  matters  if  the  enemy's 
troops  should  come  to  action. 
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Wliiht  we  were  uettins  in  readiness,  a  firing  of  caanon  ms 
heard  anew,  for  there  had  been  a  firing  heard,  the  day  before  at  fort 
Washington.  On  learning  it  was  at  the  White  Plains,  every  Sur* 
gcon  of  the  Ikuspital  then  present  set  out  with  nic,  immediately  for 
Ihc  Plains,  several  Mates  following,  with  a  waggon,  to  briog  the 
instroments  and  dressings.  We  fixed  near  the  lines,  and  I  never 
stirred  from  thence  till  the  enemy  retreated,  which  was  about  a 
week  after;  nor  till  your  Excellency  cro»$ed  the  river,  to  hasten  ta 
the  support  of  Fort  Washington.  In  the  mean  time,  the  situation  oE 
aH'sirs  would  not  jicrniit  m«  leave  to  return  to  North  Otsllc.  but 
for  a  few  hours,  to  give  directions  and  to  assist  in  providing  for 
the  sick  and  wounded;  an  hospital  Surgeon,  and  some  times  two  or 
more,  with  three  or  four  Mates,  attending  the  whole  time  at  the 
Plains,  in  expectation  of  a  second  action. 

Here  I  cannot  but  feel  for  the  liospital  Surgeons,  who  before 
they  could  obtain  any  quarters,  except  such  as  a  few  hours  industry 
enabled  them  to  do,  in  a  country  which  was  not  well  calculated  to 
afford  any  good,  were  suddenly  overwhelmed  with  numbers  of  sick 
sent  to  them,  as  well  as  the  wounded,  in  lime  of  an  engagement,  and 
wliiist  many  of  the  regimental  Surgeons  were  absent  in  the  country, 
having  left  their  corps  in  the  field,  without  assistance,  contrary  to 
the  orders  of  July  3d,  at  a  lime  when  an  engagement  was  coo- 
sidcrcd  as  inc^'iiablc,  there  were  few  at  hand  to  give  aid.  Hence, 
whiUt  the  hospital  Surgeons  were  preparing  matters  at  their  proper 
stations  in  the  hospiial,  clamors  were  excited  agiunsi  them  for  not 
being  with  the  troops,  and  when  tliey  were  detained  at  the  lines,  to 
suiiply  the  places  of  regimental  Surgeons,  who  ought  to  have  been 
there;  the  wounded,  who  were  conveyed  to  the  hospitals,  naturally 
demanded  the  attention  of  the  whole  liody  of  Surgeons,  to  adminis* 
Icr  aid  to  lhem.{v) 

When  I  was  at  liberty  to  repair  to  North  Castle,  all  my  applica- 
tions for  workmen,  to  put  the  hospital  in  order,  to  construct  chim- 
neys, and  secure  the  sick  and  wounded  from  cold,  the  effects  of 
which  were  severely  fell  at  llial  time,  and  of  which  it  is  thought 
some  died,  proved  abortive.  Such  then  as  could  not  be  accommo- 
dated here,  under  care  of  Doctors  Adams  and  McKiiight,  were  sent 
to  Stamford  and  Newark,  to  the  amount  of  above  a  thousand,  under 
the  care  of  Doctors  Turner  and  Eustis.  Surgeons  of  the  General 
hospital,  and  every  accommodation  po.%<iible  was  provided  for  them. 
Before  I  go  on  with  this  narrative  of  General  hospital  proceedings, 
I  shall  just  observe,  ihat  in  part  of  a  day  and  night's  lime,  several 
hundred  sick  and  wounded,  were  transported  from  Long-Island  to 
New- York,  amidst  a  heavy  rain,  which  fell  during  our  retreat.  They 
were  landed  at  different  wharves,  and  carried  into  different  houses. 
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whilst  myself  and  ihose  about  me  usi^d  all  our  endeavors  to  collect 
them  toEcther,  into  barracks,  and  hospitals  1  had  provided  for 
them;  and  although  all  possible  care  was  taken  to  prevent  it,  yet 
many  of  them  unnvoidahly  ^ufTered,  though  we  were  up  a  ftreiit  part 
of  the  night  in  this  service 

So  soon  as  I  was  able  to  attend  that  duty  tn  person,  I  gave  my 
assistance  in  drcssin^r  the  patients,  so  that  there  was  not  a  single 
one,  of  those  wounded  in  the  action  on  Long-Island,  who  were 
brought  to  the  General  hospital  at  New- York,  that  I  did  not  dress 
myself,  and  I  assisted  in  all  operations  that  1  knew  of,  wherever  I 
was  present  and  could  attend;  for  I  always  visited  as  many  sick 
officers  and  others,  ont  of  the  hospital,  by  myself  and  in  consultation, 
as  waf  any  ways  possible  for  me  to  do,  consistent  with  my  other 
calls  of  duty. 

How  much  pains  I  took  by  writing  and  conversation  to  assist  in 
getting  the  regimental  Surgeons  on  some  footing,  satisfactory  to 
them,  and  useful  to  the  army,  I  could  adduce  many  proof.s,  if  re- 
quired; that  I  never  could  effect  it,  h  what  1  have  to  lament.  Tlic 
causes  I  shall  not  lake  up  your  time  to  investigate.  If  the  plan. 
now  before  your  Excellency,  should  lake  place  either  in  whole,  or 
part,  it  may  perhaps  effect  that  desirable  purpose,  where  my  en- 
deavors mctst  rest. 

The  orders  and  instmctions  I  have  given  to  the  Surgeons  of  the 
General  ho«rpiisl,  at  different  times,  are  mimeroKs;  some  of  them 
your  Excellency  read,  approved,  and  subscribed  yourself. 

Sometimes  when  houses  for  hospitals  have  been  aii^igned  mc  by 
public  authority,  I  have  met  with  ^eat  opposition  in  getting  pos- 
session of  them,  from  protections  in  favor  of  the  proprietors,  and 
occupiers,  or  othen,  as  in  the  case  of  Sluyvesants,  and  in  those  in 
the  Dowry,  where  a  brigade  of  militia  dispossessed  the  sick  of  the 
houses,  assigned  for  that  purpose,  by  the  New -York  Committee. 

To  bring  this  narrative  of  my  conduct  to  a  conclusion,  So 
soon  as  I  heard  of  the  loss  of  Fort  Washington,  Fort  Lee.  Hacken- 
sack  and  Newark,  judging  your  Excellency  would  require  my  pres- 
ence, I  left  the  best  directions  I  could,  for  the  Surgeons  of  the  Gen- 
eral hospital  on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's-River,  and  hastened  to 
join  you,  which  I  did.  the  day  after  you  crossed  the  Delaware.  I 
was  distressed  to  lind  your  Excellency  entirely  destitute  of  Sur- 
geons, at  hand,  to  take  charge  of  the  wounded,  in  case  of  battle. 

With  your  Exellcncy's  approbttinn  I  proceeded  to  Philadelphia, 
to  lay  this  matter  before  Congress,  and  get  an  explanation  of  the 
meaning  of  their  resolves  of  October  gth,  respecting  my  being  sta- 
tioned on  the  cast  side  of  Hudson's-River.  I  applied  to  several 
members,  and  requested  an  audience,  but,  on  account  of  the  situa- 
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tioD  of  affairs  at  that  lime,  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  it  The  Con- 
gress was  fully  employed,  and  adjourned  within  a  day  or  two  afterv 
wards,  to  Maryland.  The  sick  were  brought  daily  to  the  city,  in 
great  numbers,  objects  of  pity.  For  the  care  of  tfaein.  I  gave  tbe 
best  advice  I  cotdd  to  Dr.  Potts,  who  was  employed  by  the  Council 
of  Safety  for  that  purpose.  Several  waggon  loads  of  medicines  and 
ho^ita]  arlicics,  which  had  been  prcscncd  (rora  falling  into  the 
cnem/s  band*,  and  sent  from  New- York  to  hfewark,  and  from  thence 
to  Pfatladelpbia,  were  brought  to  the  college,  in  no  good  condition. 
It  was  my  care  to  collect  from  than,  what  was  of  most  value,  and 
chiefly  wanted  for  hospital  use,  and  send  to  Bethlehem.  The  rest, 
by  order  of  Congress,  were  shipped  to  Wilmington  and  Cbriateen, 
where  I  »ent  a  Surgeon  to  review  and  sec  them  repacked  in  good 
order,  and  to  make  oat  an  invoice  of  the  same,  and  send  it  to  Con- 
gress, 

I  relumed  10  head-quarters,  and  that  day  received  a  letter  from 
an  honorable  member,  which  I  shewed  to  your  Ejccellency.  giving 
it  as  his  judgement,  that  it  was  the  design  of  Congress,  I  should  at- 
tend to  the  care  of  the  sick  on  the  cast  side  of  Hudson's- River,  and 
be  restricted  to  that  place,  which  1  could  not  but  consider  as  a 
singular  restriction  for  a  Director-General. 

In  obedience,  however,  to  this  resolve  of  Congress,  I  determined 
to  repair  to  that  station,  but  found  it  necessary  to  take  Bethlehem  in 
my  way.  nt  my  papers  and  baggiigc,  and  most  of  the  hospital  Sar- 
geons  and  Macc.^  of  my  department  were  at  that  place,  and  to  de- 
liver over  to  some  proper  persons,  for  the  iisc  of  your  Excellency's 
army,  the  chief  articles  of  the  medicines  I  had  .sent  there.  Of 
these,  however,  1  reserved  a  few,  and  comparatively  but  a  few,  of 
such  as  were  wanted,  with  some  few  stores,  likewise  wanted,  for 
the  sick  on  this  side,  logetlicr  with  my  instriuneats  and  bandages. 
Bui  your  Excellency  having  seen  fit  to  send  for  these,  by  express. 
they  were  accordingly  despatched  by  the  same  messenger. 

Of  ten  thousand  bandages  I  had  prepared  for  use  in  the  licginning 
of  the  campaign,  what  with  the  consumption,  loss,  supplies  to  the 
Ueiieral  hospital  and  regimental  Surgeons,  few  are  left. 

The  (lifBcuhics  of  attending  to  the  wantii  and  demands  of  so  many 
sick,  spread  through  so  great  a  tract  of  country,  and  the  clamors 
which  have  been  raised,  in  con.'scciucnce  thereof,  have  induced  me  to 
trouble  your  Excellency  with  this  long  and  particular  detail  of  facts, 
and  to  request  your  Excellency's  order  for  a  court  of  Inquiry,  how 
the  sick  have  been  taken  care  of,  in  the  General  hospital;  composed 
of  officers  best  acquainted  with  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war.  and 
of  hospital  matters;  by  which  it  may  be  known  in  what  manner, 
agreeable  to  the  establishment  of  our  General  hospital,  by  authority 
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of  Congress,  and  the  instnictions  I  have  received,  from  time  to  lime, 
from  CoEtgres^s  and  your  Excellency,  and  tlie  infonnaiion  and  assist- 
ance I  have  repeatedly  applied  fnr.  provision  has  been  made  for  the 
sick;  that  the  nature  of  military  ho&pitals,  in  general,  and  of  ours 
ill  particular,  may  be  ascertained;  and  if  the  sick  have  suffered  more 
than  was  inevitable,  from  the  nature,  peculiar  harcUhip»  and  dilli- 
culties  of  last  Canipaiipi,  the  causes  may  be  known,  and  a  seasonable 
remedy  applied,  and  those  on  whom  any  imputations  have  fallen. 
either  of  neglect  or  minmnnagement,  may  have  an  opponunity  of 
vindicating  their  proceedings,  before  a  proper  tribunal,  which  is 
what  I  iittreat  for  myself,  and  for  the  department  under  me. 

I  have  requested  Dr.  McKnight  to  take  charge  of  these  dispatches, 
aod  hope  for  your  Excellency's  answer,  when  leisure  will  permit; 
]>cing  with  greatest  deference, 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient 

and  very  bumble  ser\'cnt 

JOltN   MoKCAN 

Fish-Kills 
February  ist.  1777. 
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The  PEMNSYi,VANtA  Hospital,  and  Rruixiscences  of  th^  Physi- 
cians AND  Surgeons  who  have  sksved  it.  Bv  Charles  D. 
Mbegs.    Pknnsylvania  Hospital  Rekhtts.  1868,  Vol.  L 


This  delightful  account  of  the  most  prominent  medical  men  of 
Philadelphia  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  and  the  first  pan 
of  tlie  nineteenth  century  is  so  unique  in  its  interest  that  I  reprint 
that  part  of  it  which  deals  direclly  wilh  their  personal  traits.  The 
whole  address  is  of  the  greatest  interest. 

"  Wc  esteem  the  greatest  name  of  the  men  who  in  that  now 
somewhat  ditttant  day  scn'cd  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  was  the 
name  of  Dr.  Beninmin  Rush.  Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine 
in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

"That  eminent  physician's  renown  was  not  founded  alonc  upon 
his  grand  career  in  the  faial  epidemic  of  179J,  or  in  like  occurrences 
in  yeart  following.  It  depended  far  more  upon  his  surpassing  and 
most  captivating  eloquence,  upon  his  great  wisdom,  his  learning. 
and  the  inextinguishable  zeal  whose  fire  was  not  in  the  least  as- 
suaged at  the  time  we  attended  upon  his  last  conrj-c  of  lectures,  at 
that  venerable  and  beautiful  old  age  which  soon  afterwards  let  him 
gently  down  into  an  honored  grave,  where  liis  rematas  oow  rest. 
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more  sacred  than  the  dust  that  draws  thousands  of  annual  pilgrims 
to  the  tomb  of  the  Imaums. 

"  May  we  not  stop  a  moment  just  here  to  express  the  wish  and  the 
hope  that  ere  many  years  shall  have  elapsed  the  statue  of  that  emi- 
nent American  may  find  its  appropriate  plinth  in  some  conspicuous 
part  of  the  town  whose  very  name  is  signally  honored  by  his  whole 
life  and  conversation.  May  all  Philadelphia  cry  out  with  one  voice 
Placet,  placet! 

"  Dr.  Rush,  by  his  actions  and  his  writings,  became  in  a  certain 
sense  and  extent  the  American  Galen,  for  we  think  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  he  did  transmit  his  idea,  as  a  governing  and  directing 
element,  down  through  more  than  half  a  century  of  American  Medi- 
cine, controlling  the  practice  of  physic  with  an  authority  during  that 
time  as  potent  as  was  the  authority  of  the  great  Pergamenian  in  tSe 
far  longer  series  of  centuries,  from  the  second  until  deep  into  the 
seventeenth.  Yet  even  to-day  the  name  of  Galen  is  not  blotted  out ; 
and  like  Rush's,  is  only  under  the  eclipse  of  this  progressive  age. 
They  are  both  marking  and  ineffaceable  titles  on  the  roll  of  history 
in  our  Medicine.  In  a  great  degree  Dr.  Rush,  though  so  long  ago 
joined  to  his  fathers,  still  rules  much  of  the  medical  practice  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States.  His  was  a  great  mission,  and  he  filled 
his  station  well. 

"  When  I  was  a  boy  of  twelve  years  old  the  name  of  Dr.  Rush 
was  a  sort  of  myth  in  my  young  ears,  and  was  known  by  all  the 
people  of  yon  sequestered  village  on  the  Creek  Frontier;  and  when 
in  the  autumn  of  1812  I  first  entered  his  lecture-room  in  the  old 
University  building  on  Ninth  Street,  I  was  enrapt ;  his  voice,  sweeter 
than  any  flute,  fell  on  my  ears  like  droppings  from  a  sanctuary,  and 
the  spectacle  of  hts  beautiful  radiant  countenance,  with  his  earnest, 
most  sincere,  most  persuasive  accents,  sunk  so  deep  into  my  heart 
that  neither  time  nor  change  could  eradicate  them  from  where  they 
are  at  this  hour  freshly  remembered.  Ohl  but  he  was  a  most 
charming  gentleman  I  a  '  grave  and  reverend  and  potent  signor*  in 
the  scholar  class  of  mankind  I 

"  Now  this  was  one  of  the  men  who  graced  this  old  Hospital  in 
our  young  days,  with  his  teachings,  his  learning,  his  wisdom,  and 
his  manners,  formed  upon  the  grand  old  style  of  Washington's 
court,  of  which,  alas !  but  a  few  scattered  and  bowed-down  speci- 
mens are  here  and  there  to  be  seen  lingering  in  our  country. 

"  There  it  was,  as  well  as  in  his  lecture-room,  that  he  helped  to 
mould  and  fashion  the  manners  and  deportment  of  that  house  in  a 
way  to  make  it  specific — characteristical.  Yet  not  to  him  alone  are 
our  thanks  due  for  the  form  of  this  school  and  its  individual  sig- 
nificancy.    He  had  brave  coadjutors,  whose  ministrations  there  and 


APPENDIX   C. 


513 


elsewhere  kid  oo  the  brows  of  Philadelphia  the  Sdence-Crowti. 
that  shone  so  far  and  >o  bright  in  those  palmy  days  of  his  School 
of  Medicine. 

"  Dr.  Kuhn,  a  favorite  pupil  of  Linnaeus,  who  learned  to  love  him 
»t  Upsala,  wa.^  a  man  distinguished  for  iKirning  and  probity;  an 
lionor  to  our  calling.  Dr.  Philip  Syng  Physick,  long  a  pupil  and 
assistant  and  trusted  friend  of  Mr,  Hunter,  and  long  a  retident 
in  the  Hospital  in  Mr.  Hunter'*  service  at  London,  was  like  his 
master  a  model  of  exactness  and  certainty.  I  never  saw  a  man  who 
knev  so  thoroughly  well  all  that  he  knew.  Ii  seemed  as  if  his  science 
and  art  were  Icdgered  in  his  brain,  so  that  he  could  turn  on  the 
irutant  to  page  and  line.  Dr.  Physick's  service  in  the  house  was 
continued  during  more  than  twenty-two  years,  from  1794  ''^  i8l6, 
when  he  resigned  his  office.  His  manners  were  to  the  last  degree 
dignified  and  eleaant,  and  as  he  still  wore  bis  hair  powdered  and 
clubbed,  he  bore  about  him  a  sort  of  traditional  look,  which  added 
to  the  respect  which  everywhere,  in  public  and  private,  greeted  him, 
always  reverently.  In  the  midst  of  a  crowd  of  students  more  than 
five  hundred  in  number,  assembled  from  all  quarters  of  the  compass, 
impetuous,  ingenuous  hot  heads  from  the  Carolinas,  restless  Geor- 
gians, bold  sons  of  Kentucky,  and  Buckeyes  from  the  Northwest, 
or  the  graver  students  from  the  North,  the  moment  the  Professor 
entered  the  l«tiire-room  all  was  hush,  with  a  general  pleased  ex- 
pression murmured  all  over  tlie  amphithcalrc,  'and  car  and  eye 
attentive  bent'  to  the  mellifluous  tones  oE  his  voice  or  the  most 
admirable  illustrations  of  surgical  processes  that  he  so  profusely 
supplied.  He  was  a  man  like  a  statue  of  marble  but  animated  by 
s  promethean  light  and  warmth.  Dr.  PhysJck  was  a  very  marked 
man  in  our  American  world  of  Medicine,  a  man  altogether  peculiar 
for  ability,  and  therefore  most  rare  and  most  highly  to  be  prized; 
he  loo  was  one  of  the  men  who  stamped  so  deeply  into  the  old 
Hospital  the  legend  on  its  name-shield,  'conservatism.'  The  same 
motives  that  lead  us  to  remember  Dr.  Rush  and  Professor  Physick 
prompt  us  to  refer  to  the  learned,  benign,  beloved  Wistar;  Caspar 
Wistar,  long  the  able  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  and  from  his  honorable  Sec  he  dispensed  over 
the  land  the  precious  doctrines  upon  which  are  based  all  our  hopes 
of  u-sefulneaft  and  distinction  in  the  profession  of  physic.  He  was 
fully  up  to  the  broad  level  of  the  time,  and  he  too  carried  there 
his  grave,  serene,  most  admirable  manners  as  examples  of  the  polite 
demeanor  of  gentlemen  at  the  close  of  the  cightecntli  century.  No 
student  dared  to  behave  unlike  a  genTleman  in  his  presence.  How 
could  such  men  serve  and  act  and  command  so  long  in  that  house 
and  not  leave,  like  a  beautiful  ship  in  the  sea,  a  long  bright  wake 
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of  Bcntle  light  behind!  Here  too  was  Dorscy.  John  Syng  Dorsey, 
a  nephew  of  Dr.  Phjrsick,  adjnnct  first,  and  next  full  Professor  of 
Surgery,  brought  up  in  his  likene&%  an  eloquent,  ardent,  most  able 
teacher,  a  gentleman  nwst  popular  in  the  Ha:«pital  and  the  school 
alike,  but  too  soon,  alat,  snatched  from  us  by  the  some  fatal  power 
that  early  deprived  the  world  of  the  admirable  Bichat. 

"Whocx'cr  will  read  Dorscy's  Surgery  will  learn  what  it  wa* 
that  common  sense  said  in  those  times  in  the  art  of  surgery.  Thou^ 
we  have  not  the  least  doubt  or  lack  of  faith  in  the  great  progrc&s 
of  medicin«  in  all  \t$  branches  in  the  nineteenth  century,  must  we 
first  say  risiim  tcneatis  amki  before  we  venture  to  add  that  we 
early  received  Dorscy's  Surgery  as  a  man  lakes  his  wife,  for  belter, 
for  worse,  in  sicknc&s  and  in  health,  until  death  doth  us  part;  and 
though  our  golden  wedding  is  already  past  and  gone,  that  we  adlure 
to  our  engagcniciil  tlicn  ;iiid  there. 

"That  eminent  gemlcman,  Dr.  Thomas  T.  Hewson,  with  whom 
it  was  our  privilege  to  enjoy  a  long  and  friendly  actiuainlance,  was 
one  of  the  good  furthcrcrs  of  our  house's  name  and  fame.  Dr. 
Joseph  Hartshome,  a  bold,  highly  inslrwcted,  and  most  dexterous 
surgeon:  Joicph  Parrish,  a  model  man.  from  liie  Society  of  Friends; 
rir.  J.  Rhea  Barton,  for  thirteen  years  and  five  months  the  ornament 
and  pride  of  the  surgical  depanment  of  the  Hospital,  in  which  his 
[nind  had  been  trained  by  hh  vi:ry  long  residence  as  house  pupil, 
in  a  department  he  illustrated  hy  his  rare  conservatism  and  acknoivl- 
cdged  skill;  these  and  many  others  whom  we  love  to  remember, 
but  yet  are  too  redundant  lor  this  our  limited  space,  but  among  them 
a  man  born  for  the  place,  and  in  his  own.  his  right  place, — wc  mean 
Dr.  William  Pepper.  Kow  can  wc  omit  the  name  of  Dr.  William 
Pepper?  To  name  him  is  to  praise  him,  so  extensively  known  a* 
the  admirable  clinical  lecturer  at  the  Hospital  for  near  twenty 
consecutive  years,  and  subsequently  as  Professor  of  the  Practice  oC 
Medicine  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

"  Well,  then,  a  child  grows  up  to  manhood,  forming  and  forming, 
and  forming  his  character  from  day  to  day,  as  a  slender  shoot  from 
the  bnricd  acorn  comes  forth  of  the  ground,  and  hardens  and  rises 
at  last  into  the  upper  air  a  strong,  unswerving  shaft,  'fit  for  the 
mast  of  some  tall  admiral;'  so  docs  a  man,  a  family,  a  nation  take 
its  permanent  set  .ind  holdj  nn  with  it  to  the  end. 

■'The  men  wc  have  named,  and  many  before  and  since  their  day. 
have,  if  not  created,  at  least  moulded  the  character  of  the  house; 
and  the  result  is  visible  in  a  wist  conscrvatisni  which  has  so  long 
distiiigruishcd  it,  and  kept  out  all  rashness;  while  not  moored,  but 
anchored,  she  swims  on  the  upper  stratum  of  the  rising  tide  of  medi- 
cal progress. 
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"  Now  wc  inihilRc  the  Iiujh;  ihat  these  Hospital  reports  will  ever 
b^.-  iiiade  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  oM  cpn^crvativc  institution,  and 
prove  to  be  what  they  ought  to  be,  clear  and  trutlifut  expositions  and 
illustraltons  of  the  facts  and  principles  of  the  cases.  We  would  that 
B  multitude  of  sure  indications,  both  in  the  diagnosis  and  the  method, 
which,  we  ihiiife,  are  of  late  ttx>  much  overlooked  or  ignored  in  the 
description  of  tnedical  and  surgical  casfs.  might  have  tlicir  just, 
and  io  a  considerable,  part  in  every  such  relation.  It  seems  to  us 
not  enough  to  prc&cnl  morning,  and  midday,  and  evening  staiiatics 
of  the  urine;  to  say  just  how  many  times  the  heart  is  beating  or 
the  chcsl  heaving  per  minute;  for  wc  love  to  know  not  only  the 
number  but  ihc  furcc  of  those  motions.  The  once  very  expressive 
word  synochus, — synochus  fortis  and  synocha  ptiUc, — which  were 
familiar  to  the  physicians  of  the  earlier  days  of  this  centur)-,  arc 
rarely  heard  now.  Dr.  Cullen's  old  description  of  the  pulse,  *  Prin- 
cipio  synocha,  pr<^ressu  et  versus  finem  iyphu.s,*  contains  a  whole 
world  of  doctrine,  and  ought  not  Co  Imvc  suffered  so  great  a  lapse 
and  eclipse  as  hides  it  from  the  modem  student  and  praclilioncr 
alike. 

"  It  is  not  much  for  one  to  learn  that  a  pulse  is  beating  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  times  a  minute,  since  a  rapid  run  of  two  himdred 
yards  can  make  it  beat  a  hundred  and  tifly  times  a  minute  without 
harm.  What  care  1,  then,  fur  the  frequency  unless  all  the  rest  is 
made  known  to  me.  There  is  a  difference  of  the  greatest  import  Iie- 
twccn  a  synochus  fortis  of  120  and  a  l>'phoid  of  I30.  They  differ 
loto  carlo  in  the  prognosis  and  the  indication  of  method.  Our  vener- 
able Dr.  Ru<ih  was  accustomed  to  address  ns  at  considerable  length 
on  these  questions  in  sphygmology,  so  wholly  ignored  at  the  ap- 
proaching close  of  the  century. 

"It  may  safely  be  assumed  that  almost  no  physician  will  ever 
approach  his  patient  without  feeling  the  pulse,  a  point  on  which,  so 
far  as  we  know,  mn^t  part  of  medical  students  are  left  to  their  own 
devices  for  the  study  of  that  important  section  of  their  knowledge. 
This  was  formerly  far  from  being  the  case:  and  the  lessened  mudcm 
attention  to  that  .subject  is  the  real  rau.vc  of  what  we  regard  a.<<  a 
serious  damage  and  loss  as  to  our  be;t  cfScicncy  in  the  art  of  healing. 

"  There  is  varied  significance  in  a  slow  pulse  and  r)uick  one,  in  a 
frequent  and  a  rare  one,  in  a  hard  and  soft,  in  large  and  small,  in 
a  tremulous,  in  a  vermicular,  a  dicrotus,  and  3  halting  pulse-  These 
differences  and  their  varied  significance  used  to  be  dwelled  on  in 
our  Philadelphia  teaching,  and  wc  long  to  see  a  revival  of  these 
goad  and  careful  old-time  instructions. 

"In  looking  out  for  Ihc  diagnosis  we  love  to  know  all  about  the 
hues  and  translucency  of  the  adnata,  which  reveal  the  secrets  of 
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many  i  blood  cl^angr  and  many  an  internal  resorption;  e^ery  move- 
ment of  the  ala:  nasi,  and  the  repose  or  malaise  of  the  muscles  of 
expression  are  worthy  oi  careful  notice  and  record,  while  the  dry- 
ness or  humidity  of  the  Schncidcrian  membrane  are  as  worthy  of 
scrutiny  as  the  tongue  and  mouth,  or  the  epigastrical  poke  so  rarely 
ignored,  How  great  Is  the  impcirtance  of  a  knowledge  both  of  tlie 
number  of  respirations  in  a  given  time  and  the  number  of  cubic 
inches  inhaled  at  each  respiration ;  it  Ik  a  key  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  rate  of  oxidation  of  the  blood  and  tii^^ucs  on  which  so  closely 
depends  the  life-power;  they  tell  us  what  the  brain  and  heart  as 
well  as  the  lungs  themselves  arc  doing. 

"*Mcmy  3  pickle  makes  a  mickle,'  says  the  Scotch  pro\'erb,  and 
our  Dr.  Pliysick  would  go  down  to  such  small  things  even  as  sore 
knuckles  in  pursuit  of  oseful  truth,  like  a  miser  who  won't  ignore 
scales  though  he  likes  nuggets  better.  '  Why.  young  gentlemen.' 
said  he,  '  I  have  been  many  different  times  called  on  by  persons  who 
at  great  expense  and  inconvenience  had  journeyed  hundreds  of  miles 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  showing  mc  their  sore  knuckles,  which  bad 
annoyed  them  for  years  and  cost  thc-m  large  sums  tn  fees  without 
the  least  avail.  The  sore  knucklci  had  been  supposed  incurable. 
Very  well,  then !  As  soon  as  I  saw  an  obstinate  sore  upon  a  man's 
knuckle,  how  should  f,  how  could  anybody  avoid  making  the  reflec- 
tion that  the  sore  must  have  been  kept  up  by  the  motion  of  th« 
joint,  which  opened  and  shut  the  ulcer  dozens  of  times  every  day  so 
that  it  could  not  heal;  or  that  other  rcUccticn,  ihat  a  sore  finger, 
like  a  broken  bone,  requires  for  its  treatment  nothing  more  than  a 
splint.'  The  Professor  then  cut  from  a  card  a  narrow  piece,  which 
he  converted  by  bending  it  into  a  half-cylinder,  adjusted  it  to  Uie 
palmar  surface  of  the  sore  finger,  dressed  the  sore  with  a  cerate  to 
prevent  the  bandage  from  sticking  to  the  edges  of  the  sore,  and 
bound  it  with  a  narrow  roller.  'There!  that's  all  that  will  cure 
your  finger!'  And  there  never  was  a  sore  knuckle  that  could  not 
be  cured  in  a  few  days  by  keeping  the  ulcer  at  rc^ft  by  means  of  such 
a  splint,  so  a  sore  knuckle  wants  nothing  but  a  splint.  He  .said  that 
his  patients  were  much  surprised  by  the  rapid  way  in  which  they 
were  cured,  to  effect  which,  you  see,  said  he,  only  a  little  common 
sense  was  wanting.  It  was  this  same  common  sense  attribute  by 
which  he  was  disttiiguished  as  a  practitioner  and  as  a  teacher,  that 
led  to  his  great  success  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  joints, 
and  particulnrly  in  the  tnanngemcnt  of  morbus  coxarius,  which  he 
always  treated  by  his  curved  splint. 

"  Dr.  Physick  was  a  great  bleeder,  and  though  not  so  ultra  as 
Guy  Patin,  or  Botalli,  he  carried  the  use  of  venesection  to  a  very 
great  length.     He  used  to  tell  us  that  while  he  was  resident  and 


assiitant  in  St.  George's  Hospital,  at  London,  a  man  who  had  fallen 
from  a  scaffold  was  brougtiL  into  Mr.  HiniterS  ward  insensible  from 
concussion  of  the  brain.  'What  ithall  I  do  for  the  man?'  said  tne 
young  disciple  to  his  master.  '  Shall  I  bleed  him,  sir  T  '  Bleed  him  > 
bleed  him,  kir?  No,  »ir;  you  would  kill  him  ouirighL  Wail,  sir, 
until  he  reacts,  and  then  bleed  him — bleed  him  to  death,  sir!' 

"  On  this  text  Dr.  Phyiick  founded  very  elaborate  instructions 
for  u.>i  who  were  hi!>  pupils.  A  spoken  word  ofttimcs  becomes  a 
guiding  idea  for  a  man's  whole  life,  and  the  hospital  pupil  never 
forgot  tliiN  one. 

"  One  day  while  strolling  along  Ninth  Street  near  the  University 
buildings  !  was  overtaken  by  Professor  Dorsey,  who  hooked  arms 
with  me  And  said,  '  Come  along  with  me;  I  will  show  you  a  case.' 
We  entered  a  house  in  Market  Street  above  Ninth,  where,  in  an 
upper  room,  a  man  was  lying  on  a  bed,  pale,  breathing  very  slowly, 
and  perfectly  insensible;  his  P'UUc  was  soft  and  infrequent,  and 
he  snored  a  little  at  times.  '  This  man,'  said  Uoraey.  '  fell  from  a 
sciiflfnid,  and  has  got  a  concussion  of  the  brain.  He  has  no  fracture 
of  tiic  skull,  and  yet  sec  how  I  am  healing  him.  I  have  done  nothing 
but  wrap  his  head  In  thi»  towel  wrung  out  of  cool  water.' 

" '  Is  that  all  that  you  arc  going  to  do  for  htm,  Doctor?' 

"'Yes,  all  for  the  presenL  Don't  you  remember  what  John 
Hunter  said  to  Dr.  Physick:  "Wait  until  he  reacts,  and  then  I 
shall  bleed  him,— of  course  I  will"?' 

"  Of  course  we  cannot  pretend  to  know  how  far  Mr.  Hunter's 
strenuous  expression  of  his  opiniun — as  to  the  actual  status  of  the 
brain  in  concussion,  while  the  heart  is  beating  feebly  and  faintly 
liecause  the  ccrcbro- spinal  axis  has  received  a  shock  that  half  de- 
prives it  of  its  innervating  forc(S— was  meant  to  go;  but  it  seem* 
clear  that  he  must  liave  entertained  a  wholesome  dread  of  the  batter- 
ing power  of  the  reacted  heart  when  impelling  its  arterial  columns 
into  the  brain-texture  after  such  a  shock  and  debilitation.  For  our- 
selves, however,  we  do  know  very  well  that  we  have  ever  looked 
upon  the  impulsion -force  of  a  heart  roused  and  maddened  into 
violent  reaction  as  a  force  truly  injectivc,  packing,  crowding,  and 
disruptive,  under  which  tissues  are  melted  or  broken  down  as  the 
curtain  of  a  be*ieged  fortress  mclis  and  crumbles  and  is  broken 
down  under  the  driving,  disruptive  power  of  the  siege  guns.  We  do 
not  deny  that  venesection  may  and  even  has  been  recklessly  practised, 
for  we  are  familiar  with  Botalli  and  Guy  Patin,  and  Valol  and 
Gucnault,  et  id  genus  omnc.  with  old  Fagon  at  their  head;  but  we 
have  heard  Dr.  PhyMck.  in  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  say  that  his 
regret  as  a  professional  man  retiring  from  the  active  pursuits  of 
business  was,  not  that  he  lud  bled  too  much,  but  that  persons  Itad 
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died  under  ht*  care  becaune  he  failed  lo  do  liU  whole  duly  in  that 
preventive  and  conservative  service  from  want  of  the  needful  rcsola- 
tion  and  flnnnciis.  Yet  Dr.  Physick  was  by  no  means  a  Sansrado. 
In  our  young  and  dniibting  days  wc  often  appealed  to  hitn  for  help 
and  direction:  and  though  w«  had  scrupulously  attended  at  his 
IccturcN  and  illu!>tralions  at  the  Univcr&ity  of  Pennsylvania,  more 
than  once  did  he  tcrnly  us  by  the  exhibition  of  his  dash  in  the 
practice  of  his  art.  One  ing;aDC«  out  of  many  may  illustrate  our 
meaning.  It  was  long  ago  that  a  woman  fell  under  our  charge 
laboring  with  a  terrible  conjunclivitis.  one  so  extremely  violent  as 
to  threaten  her  with  loss  of  the  eye  through  ulceration  of  the  cornea, 
or  by  a  complete  glaucoma  lo  which  it  might  perhap;  have  led. 
The  Professor  had  filled  our  mind  with  a  conviction  that  be  wu 
right  in  pushing  the  use  o(  bloodletting  to  ouirance  for  the  purpose 
of  reducing  the  injection- force  of  the  heart  to  a  proper  balance  with 
the  resisting  power  of  the  minute  arteries  and  capillaries  of  the 
cnnjuncliva.  He  had  instructed  us  to  bleed  ilaily  until  this  balance 
of  forces  should  be  effected.  Accordingly  Mrs.  Smith,  who  was 
agonized  with  pain,  was  duly  bled,  to-day,  to-morrow,  the  next  day 
and  next  morning,  and  so  on  until  at  la<it  .-ihc  fainted  so  badly  that 
terror  laid  hold  of  us,  and  we  fled  for  shelter  and  for  succor  lo  th« 
good  man'.i  office  in  Fourth  Street.  He  wa.t  very  pale,  very  sick, 
and  very  feeble;  yet,  said  he.  *I  will  meet  you  at  Mrs.  Smith's  at 
ten  o'clock'  to-morrow  morning.* 

"  Now,  I  declare  that  my  very  copious  and  repeated  bleedings, 
and  all  my  lotions  and  calaplastns  and  eye-waters,  had  not  in  the 
least  discernible  degree  lessened  the  pain,  the  engorgement,  or  the 
redness  of  Mrs.  S.'s  conjunctiva.  She  was  half  blind  already,  when, 
at  ten  o'clock.  Dr.  P.  .iccomp.inied  me  to  her  darkened  chamber. 
'Give  me  a  little  light  from  yonder  window.'  said  he.  after  examin- 
ing the  pul-5e.  '  Open  the  shutter  a  little  wider.'  Then  touching  the 
lids,  he  looked  into  the  ey^,  and.  after  the  briefest  glance  at  it.  said, 
"That  will  do,'    "Good-morning,  madam,'  and  wc  left  the  room. 

"  '  Now.  Dr.  Physick."  said  I,  '  T  have  fully  and  boldly  carried  out 
your  plan  in  the  treatment  of  this  ophthalmia,  for  I  have  copiously 
bled  my  patient  daily  until  !  am  a«)iamrd  and  afraid  to  do  so  again, 
because  at  the  last  operation  she  fainted  so  badly  as  to  greatly  alarm 
me.  I  fear  I  am  not  far  from  the  diseracu  of  losing  an  eye  in  my 
practice. — a  disaster  I  cannot  contemplate  with  patience.  What  can  I 
pos-ivibly  do  now  ?'  '  VMio  t*  your  bleeder  ?'  '  Mr.  Conrad  Ripperger' 
'Very  well:  pray.  Doctor,  send  for  Mr.  Ripperger  to  take  twelve 
ounces  from  the  arm  this  morning,  and  ask  him  to  meet  you  again 
at  ten  to-morrow  to  bleed  her  again,  provided  she  should  not  appear 
very  much  belter  at  your  next  visit' 
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"  I  well  remember  how  shocked  I  was  by  this  decision,  and  that 
I  laid  hini  il  was  very  hard  for  mc  to  be  convinced,  but  thai  !  will- 
ingly acknowledged  his  superior  wj&dom  and  aulhonly. 

"Mrs.  S.  having  been  duly  bled,  Mr,  Rippcrgcr  was  on  hand  at 
the  appointed  hour  of  the  fullowinR  day;  and  truer  words  were 
never  spoken  than  these,  that  on  lixtking  into  ilie  eye  I  could  dis- 
cover only  faint  traces  of  the  very  violent  and  obstinate  inflamma- 
tion, for  virtually  she  was  cured  already.  Mr,  R.  did  not  repeat 
his  operation,  and  Mrs,  Smith's  eye  was  »hurlly  and  perfectly 
restored  10  health. 

"  Many  and  many  were  the  instances  of  dangerous  ophthalmia, 
that  I  treated  sucee!(<ifully  in  that  line  afterwards, — a  line  in  which 
1  should  have  continued  to  fight  it  were  it  not  thai  I  many  years 
afterwards  learned  thjil  nitrate  of  silver  may  be  »o  pojologically  ad- 
justed as  10  give  to  its  contacts  a  desiructive,  an  alterative  or  cura- 
tive, or  an  indifferent  force  at  my  option.  The  important  invetition 
of  the  applicahihty  of  nitrate  of  silver  to  all  accessible  suxKrfifial 
inflammations  set  aside  the  common  necessity  and  indispcnsability 
of  venesection  to  th»t  degree  that  might  have  ravished  with  joy  and 
triumph  the  best  bleeders  of  the  Court  of  Louis  XIV.  or  of  the 
Virgin  Queen's  at  the  courtship  of  the  Duke  D'Alcn^on.  Anybody 
may  underiitand  this  who  will  read  Guy  Patin's  letters  or  Botalli's 
book. 

■*  If  the  relation  of  this  incident  should  happily  serve  to  amuse  or 
interest  the  reader  as  illustrating  the  modes  of  now  long-gone  years, 
we  may  vcnttire  lo  hope  that  the  following  anecdote  may  in  like 
manner  be  accepted  as  a  slight  yet  not  unwelcome  illustration.  We 
for  our  part  should  be  very  glad  in  the  possession  of  a  diary  filled 
with  the  whole  aspects  and  words  of  the  Bonds,  the  Joneses,  the 
Redmans,  Kuhns,  and  indeed  of  every  man  who  has  served  in  the 
Hospital  from  1755  until  now. 

"  It  was  in  the  early  winter  days  of  1812  thai,  along  with  a  crowd 
of  fellows  from  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  the  Carolina*, 
and  Georgia,  as  well  as  the  great  West,  we  were  walking  the  Hos- 
pital at  the  heels  of  our  venerable  master.  Professor  Benjattuii  Rush. 
We  had  come  out  of  the  door  of  the  east  or  cross  building  in  the 
second  story  and  were  passing  now  into  the  men's  medical  ward. 
Dr.  Rush  pushed  open  the  door  and  wa*  stepping  into  tlic  ward 
when  be  suddenly  stopped,  and  looking  back  upon  us,  the  crowd. 
s&id,  'Stop  a  moment,  young  gentlemen,  if  you  please:  I  have  an 
instruction  to  gi\'e  you  as  we  stand  here  at  the  door,'  Then,  point- 
ing diagonally  over  the  ward  to  its  northwest  corner,  he  continued. 
'  Please  to  look  yonder,  in  the  comer  of  Ihc  room,  where  thtit  poor 
in-m  lies  who  has  been  so  long  and  so  dangerously  ilL    I  wish  you  lo 
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note  that  he  is  now  lying  upon  his  side.  That's  all  for  the  present. 
I  call  your  attention  to  the  circumstance  now,  but  purpose  to  explain 
myself  more  fully  when  we  reach  his  bedside  in  due  order.' 

"  Probably  not  one  of  us  had  the  least  idea  of  what  he  meant, 
and  we  continued  to  press  around  and  near  him  as  he  went  from  bed 
to  bed  on  either  side  of  the  ward,  explaining  to  us  the  state  and 
meaning  of  the  symptoms  and  the  indications,  until  at  length  we 
came  together  in  the  northwest  comer  of  the  ward,  at  the  couch  of 
the  supposed  hopeless  case  of  nervous  fever. 

"  The  patient,  ill  with  what  in  that  day  (so  long  before  M.  Louis) 
was  known  as  nervous,  but  now  recognized  as  typhoid  fever,  had 
been  found  at  every  successive  visit  growing  more  and  more  hope- 
lessly ill,  and  having  been  for  several  days  profoundly  insensible, 
lying  always  upon  the  back,  without  power  to  move,  led  us  to  ex- 
pect his  death;  but  now,  when  we  again  stood  around  his  couch. 
Dr.  Rush  said,  '  You  remember,  young  gentlemen,  that  when  we 
entered  the  ward  by  yonder  door  I  stopped,  and  called  your  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  this  man  was  lying  on  his  side,  as  you  now 
perceive,  and  this  was  the  first  time  for  many  days.  I  took  it  for 
granted  that  his  strength  was  increased  as  he  could  not  have  done 
so  else;  for  a  man  in  a  low  nervous  fever,  entirely  insensible,  and 
barely  still  alive,  can  by  no  means  change  his  dorsal  to  a  lateral 
decubitus.  I  was  much  pleased,  gentlemen,  to  observe  this  favorable 
omen  from  the  door ;  and  now  you  will  find  by  his  pulse,  his 
breathing,  his  improved  animation,  for  he  actually  recognizes  and 
speaks  to  us,  that  he  is  decidedly  better,  leading  us  to  expect  that 
the  crisis  is  past,  and  that  he  will  entirely  recover  ere  long.'  The 
man  did  recover,  hut  we  never  lost  any  part  of  that  simple,  under- 
toned,  but  deep-graved  lesson  in  diagnosis  and  prognosis.  If  Dr. 
Physick  taught  us  common  sense  about  sore  knuckles,  Dr.  Rush 
taught  us  common  sense  on  the  decubitus  of  sick  people,  on  their 
gestures  and  the  whole  expression  of  the  figure." 
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